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His Excellency Anura Kumara Dissanayake was sworn in as the 9»
Executive President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces on 23 Septemhber 2024

Untying knots, each tangled and tight
Giving all a chance, in faimess and  light

Clearing paths for futures shining  bright
A new era dawns, to lift the nation’s  sight

Captaln KN Lekmeli

DIRECTORATE OF MEDIA & PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS, ARMY HEADGUARTERS, SRI JAYAWARDENEPURA, SRI LANKA.
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RSP USP nde psc MPhil, Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence, inaugurated the newly
constructed pagoda at Sapumalgaskada
Viharaya, Bogaswewa, Vavuniya, on 31 August
2024.

During the ceremony, the Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence unveiled the pinnacle of
the Sapumal Pagoda and ‘Dana Salawa,’ (alms

SEPTEMBER 2024

New Defence Secretary
Assumes the Office

hall) amidst chanting of seth pirith by the Venerable Maha Sangha,
led by Venerable Galgamuwe Shanthabodhi Nayaka Thero, Chief
Incumbent of the Sapumalgaskada Viharaya.

Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu,
Commandant, Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force (SLAVF), Major
General J P C Peiris RWP RSP ndc, Commander Security Forces
{Wanni), and Major General S Kasturimudali RSP ndc psc, General
Officer Commanding, 56 Infantry Division, Officers, Other Ranks,
members of Bosath Paramitha Padanama and Sasunketha
Aswaddamu organisations and other pilgrims participated in the
event.




Inspection Visit at
Sandahiru Seya

General Kamal Gunaratne (Retd) WWWV RWP
RSP USP ndc psc MPhil, Secretary to the Ministry
of Defence, conducted an inspection visit to the
"Sandahiru Seya" on 31 August 2024, The visit
focused to review the construction work and
provide necessary instructions.

Major General W P AD W Nanayakkara RSP VSV
USP ndu, Commandant of the Sr Lanka Army
Volunteer Force (SLAVF), Major General J P C

Peiris RWP RSP ndc, Commander, Security Forces
(Wanni), Major General D P Welagedara RSP USP
psc IG, Military Liaison Officer of Ministry of Defence
and Senior Officers from Sandahiru Seya Project,
were also present during the visit.

Commander of the Army Commends Para Athlete for

Warrant Officer || Dulan KAS of the Sri Lanka Corps
of Military Police achieved a remarkable victory at
the Paris Paralympics held on 02 September 2024,
In the men's F44 javelin throw event, he won a
silver medal with a record-breaking throw of 67.03
meters, setting a new word record in his category,

In recognition of this outstanding achievement,
the Commander of the Armmy extended his
congratulations inviting him to the Office of the
Commander of the Army on 10 September 2024 -
the same day Warrant Officer || Dulan KAS arrived in
Sri Lanka. During the meeting, Lieutenant General
H LY M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander
of the Army, expressing his deep admiration for
his exceptional performance, stated that Warrant
Officer Il Dulan K A S has sel a great example to
be followed by all sportsmen and sportswomen.

Further, the Commander of the Army presented
him with special memento and financial incentives
and also presented a special memento for
Coach, Mr. Pradeep Nishantha for his accurate
guidance, Brigadier L K T Femando RSP
USP, Director Sports and Brigadier H M S |
Senarath, Centre Commandant, Sri Lanka Corps
of Military Police were present at the ewvent.
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13" Defence Services Games Begin

The opening ceremony of the 13" Defence Services Games took place on 12 September 2024 at the Indoor Stadium,
Army Physical Training School, Panagoda, under the patronage of Lieutenant General H LV M Livanage RWP RSP ndu,
Commander of the Army and President of the Defence Services Sports Board. Commander of the Mavy, Commander of
the Air Force and Vice Presidents of the Defence Services Sports Board also graced the occasion.

Commander of the Army officially declared the 13" Defence Services Games open, after lighting the Defence Services
Games torch by three athletes representing the Tri-Forces. A highlight of the ceremony was the introduction of the official
mascot, ‘Sinha Thor,' adding a special touch to the event.

Sri Lanka Army organised the event under the directions and supervision of the Commander of the Army with the
sponsorship of Sri Lanka Army. Sri Lanka Navy and Air Force extends their assistance for the success of the event. The
tournament will run until October 2025, with the participation of maore than 4,000 athletes from the Army, Navy and Air
Force, under 39 sporting events.

Throughout history, Tri-Forces athletes who have qualified through Defence Services Games have brought numerous
international medals to Sri Lanka. The opening ceremony was attended by the Chairpersons of sports committees, the
Secretary of the Defence Services Sports Board, Defence Services Sports Board Officers, and other sports personnel
representing the Tri-Forces participated in the event.
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New Welfare Facility Complex Declares Open at Lieuterant General HLV M Liyanage

Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force Ut e

inaugurated the newly established
Welfare Facility Complex at the
Sri Lanka Ammy Volunteer Force
(SLAVF) Headquarters on 11
September 2024, The state-of-
the-art complex situated within the
Headquarters premises was officially
opened at the invitation of Major
General W P A D W Nanayakkara
RSP VSV USP ndu, Commandant of
the SLAVF,

a fully-equipped food city and
cafeteria, offering essential goods
» and services to military personnel
W at concessionary prices. Troops
i of 10 Corps of Engineer Services
contributed their manpower and
technical expertise to raise this
welfare initiative within the
dllocated duration.

- g
.fr"/ 5\ J The modern facility includas

The unveiling of the plague by

the Commander of the Army
amidst the sacred pirith chanting
= marked the formal opening of the
state-of-art complex. Foellowing the
unveiling, the Commander of the

8 Army inspected the facility and its
e SErvices,

Subsequently, addressing the troops, the
Commander of the Army highlighted the
Army's unwavering commitment to enhance
the welfare of soldiers to improve living and
working conditions of its service members

The inauguration ceremony was attended by
a number of Senior Officers, including Major
General E M M Fernando Hdme Lsc AATO,
Commander of the Headquarters Logistics
Command, Officers and Other Ranks of
SLAVF.
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In the month of reading,
books penned philosophical
debates scatter like fallen
leaves.

Yet nothing brings more
pleasure than the pages of
a book, where letters speak
the stories of courage.

Amidst the crowd, some
bade farewell, creating
space for others to write in
peace.

Though new themes are
inked, the tales of those who
sacrificed remain seldom
told.

War is not the roar of
gunfire, and the Army is not
simply the power.

To find the meaning of their
lives, read the stories of
their gallantry and selfless
sacrifices.

International Book Fair 2024

Military Literature Stall at Colombo

he Sri Lanka Army's inaugural "Military Literature" stall in paralleled to the Colombo International

Book Fair 2024, hosted at the Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH), met
with overwhelming public interest with the ques of visitors. This maiden endeavour, taken under the direct
supervision of Lieutenant General H L WV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army, with the
coordination assistance of Director General of Media and Psychological Operations, provided a unigue
platform for attendees to discover the military literature. The Commander of Army’s primary objective behind
this venture was to foster a positive environment for aspiring Army authors sharing the untold truth and
experiences of battlefield to the wider audience in the society. The stall illustrated the collective works of
both active and retired military personnel, creating a platform for literary exploration and engagement on Sri
Lankan Military Literature creating a different genre of literature.

SEPTEMBER 2024 6
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A Historic Literary Masterpiece

Unveiled at Nelum Pokuna

‘Rajali Sandeshaya', the longest Kavya Sandesha (Anthology
of Poems) which comprised of impressive 2,579 poems

was launched on 06 September 2024 at the Melum Pokuna
Theatre. The ‘Rajali Sandeshaya’ offers a profound reflection
on Sri Lanka's protracted struggle against LTTE terrorism
interweaving both hisforical narratives and personal
experiences of the author as a military veteran, providing

a poignant account of the wartime experiences including
exceptional sacrifices made by War Heroes to safeguard its
soveraigniy.

The event was graced by the Former President Mahinda
Rajapaksa, former Speaker of Pariament Karu Jayasuriya,
Mrs. Lali Kobbekaduwa, spouse of Late Lieutenant General
Denzil Kobbekaduwa, and Mrs. Manel Wimalaraine, spouse
of Late Major General Vijaya Wimalaratne. As a mark of
honour copies of the book were presented to the distinguished
guests and disabled War Heroes from ‘Abimansala, further
emphasising the dedication of the War Herces.

Professor Praneeth Abeysundara and Venerable Induragare
Dhammarathana Thero, deliverad the keynote addresses
highlighting the literal and cultural significance of Rajali

Sandeshaya while appreciating the efforts as a tribute to the
resilience of the nation and its people during one of the darkest
periods in recent history.

Rajali Sandeshaya is more than a collection of poams
conveying a powerful homage to the brave souls who valiantly
slood against terrorism. The verses in the literal masterpiece
also serve as a reminder of the untold suffering endured by
civilians caught in the relentless war. The author's firsthand
experiences included in the poems with emotional depth
providing readers a comprehensive glimpse of war highlighting
the immeasurable sacrifices made to defend the nalion’s

integrity.

The book launch attracted a distinguished and diverse
audience, including members of the Venerable Maha
Sanga, General Shavendra Silva WWW RWP RSP VSV
USP nde pse MPhil, Chief of Defence Staff, and his
spouse Mrs. Sujeewa Nelson, Lieutenant General H L W
M Livanage RWFP RSP ndu, the Commander of the Army,
and Mrs. Janaki Livanage, President of the Army Seva
Vanitha Unit, alongside a host of academics, arists, and
other eminent personalities.

SEPTEMBER 2024
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CISM Delegation
Meets Army
Commander

A delegation from the International Military Sports Council (CISM), including Colonel Clayton Ricardo Pontes, (Strategy
and General Affairs Director), and Major Daniel Laffaratta Cardoso, (Protocol and Events Manager) from the Brazilian
Army, paid a courtesy call on Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army and
President of the Defence Services Sports Board (DSSE), on 05 September 2024,

The 80" CISM Annual General Assembly, scheduled for May 2025 in Sri Lanka, will be organised by the Sri Lanka Arrmy.
Both parties emphasised the importance of early preparations to ensure the event's success. Brigadier L K T Fernando

RSP USF, Director Sports also participated in the event,

14" Colonel of the
Regiment of Gajaba
Regiment Assumes
Duties

Major General M G W W W M C B Wickramasinghe RWP RSP
ndu pse, assumed his office as the 14" Colonel of the Regiment
of the Gajaba Regiment on 26 September 2024 at the Gajaba
Regimental Centre, Saliyapura.

The Commander of the Army and Colonel of the
Regiment of the Gajaba Regiment, Lieutenant
General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu,
symbolically handed over the replica of the Baton
which signify the relinquishment of the office to
the new Colonel of the Regiment of the Gajaba
Regiment.
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r A flag blessing ceremony in line with the Army R
Day (10 October) and its 75" Anniversary
celebrations was held with the gracious
¥ paricipation of Lieutenant Genera H L V M
Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army
at the most sacred Anuradhapura Jaya Sr Maha
Bodhiva on 27 September 2024, Most Venerable Dr.
gllegama Hemarathna Mayaka Thero, Chief Incumbent
or all eight places of worship (Atamasthandhipathi) at the
anghawasaya' (residential monastery) led the religious observances and
Flag rites. Subsequently, the Commander of the Army inaugurated the newly constructed
guard booth for security checks in the premises. The Bank of Ceylon extended the

B' H l financial genericity while troops extended their manpower the technical expertise for
BSSI “gs a the construction.

n““ran “an“ra Later, the traditional procession consisted of the soldiers carrying the colourful Army-
flags representing various Army formations of the Sri Lanka Army began to voyage to
'Udamaluwa’ to invoke the noble blessings from Venerable Maha Sangha amidst the

la“a sri rhythmic beats of ‘Hevisi' and ‘Magul Bera'.

= | Members of the Maha Sangha chanted 'Seth Pirith' and sprinkled jasmine water
Mana Bﬂﬂl" around the sacred Bodhi tree, and invoked blessings on the Army flags. Later, the
Commander of the Army handed over the keys of the newly constructed homes
among eight beneficiary families. In line with the 75 Anniversary, troops of the Sri
Lanka Army completed the project under the conceptual layout of the Commander of
the Army with coordination of the Security Force Headquarters (Wanni).

_____ K
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Blessing Invoked for Army Flags at
Sri Dalada Maligawa

The second Buddhist religious ceremony in a series to religious celebrations in line with the 75" Army anniversary
(October 10) took place at the Sri Dalada Maligawa (Temple of the Tooth) in Kandy on 28 September 2024, Lieutenant
General H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army, graced the oceasion in the Maligawa premises.
The Commander of the Army, Officers and Other Ranks, gracefully and respectfully joined the procession holding the
respective flags of Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force, all Security Force Headquarters, Forward Maintenance Areas,
Divisions, Brigades, all Regiments and Training Centres located island wide.

After the religious observances, representative Senior Officers participated in accepting the flags. The
Commander of the Armmy presented a cash donation to Mr. Pradeep Nilanga Dela Bandara, Diyawadana
Nilame, Chief Custodian of Temple of Tooth for the further developments of the sacred premises,

The Chief of Staff, Deputy Chief of Staff, Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force, Principal
Staff Officers, Commanders of Security Forces, Directors, Senior Officers, Officers, and Other Ranks
attended the ceremony.

11 SEPTEMBER 2024



A Visitto ‘Abmimansala- I

In line with the Army Anniversary, Lisutenant General H LV M Livanage BWP
RSP ndu, the Commander of the Amy, together with Mrs. Janaki Livanage,
President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVLU), visited the “Abhimansala - I
wellness resort in Anuradhapura. The visit aimed to inguire the well-being of
the differently-abled War Heroes who courageously faced the adversary to
defend the nation from the terrorism. These heroes are currently undergaing
rehabilitation and receiving long-term medical treatments at ‘Abhimansala - I'.

The Commander of the Army was warmly welcomed to the'Abhimansala - | premises
by Brigadier K D U Karunaratna RSP USP, the Commandant of ‘Abhimansala - I'.
After sharing the thoughts with the War Heroes, the Commander of the Army
extended gift parcels included with essentials for each differently-abled
War Heroes, Then, the Commander of the Army and the dignitaries
. the lunch together with differently-
abled War Heroes.
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New Welfare
Facility
Inaugurates __

Lieutenant General

HLV M Livanage RWP
RSP ndu, Commander

of the Army, ceremonially
inaugurated the newly
constructed Welfare
Facility Complex at the

Sri Lanka Light Infantry
(SLLI) Regiment Centre
gracing the occasion at the
invitation of Major General
G M N Perera RWP RSP
USP nde, Commander,
Security Forces (Central) on
29 September 2024 .

This modern facility named
“Bugler's Den” provides
number of services to
enhance the troops welfare.
The facility consists of a
supermarket, cafeteria,
salon, publication center,
tailor shop, and dedicated
spaces for birthday

parties and karacke for
concessionary prices.
Troops of 1* Engineer
Services Regiment and
Sri Lanka Light Infantry
extended the manpower
and technical expertise for
the constructions.
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. Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP

New Chle" Oi S‘I'[IH VSV USP ndu of the Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment
. (SLSR) assumed office as the 65 Chief of Staff of

Assu mes lI'he' OHlte the Sri Lanka Army at the Army Headquarters on
16 September 2024. Prior to this appeointment the
Senior Officer served as the Commandant of the
Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force (SLAVF). Further,
he is also the Colonel of the Regiment, Sri Lanka
Sinha Regiment.

Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP

VSV USP ndu joined the Regular Force of the Sri
Lanka Army as an Officer Cadet on 20 January
1989, enrolling in Intake 31 at the Sn Lanka Military
Academy, Diyatalawa. He completed his basic
military training at the Indian Military Acadermy,

and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant
on 05 October 1990 and posted to the S Lanka
Sinha Regiment. Over his 35-year career, he has
gained extensive experience and skills from various
command, staff, and instructional appointments.
The Senior Officer has attended numerous

local and international courses of academic and
professional value, and also a graduate of the
Mational Defence University of Indonesia. Further,
he iz recognised for his bravery and eminent
senvice on the battlefield during the humanitarian
operation.

New Commandant of the SLAVF Assumes the Office

Major General B K G M L Rodrige RSP psc |G, assumed duties as the 57" successor in the office of the Commandant of
the Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force (SLAVF) on 18 September 2024 at the Headguarters of the Volunteer Force amidst
formal military traditions and customs. The new Commandant of the SLAVF amidst the formal military grestings paid his
tribute laying a floral wreath at the monument of late Captain Saliya Aladeniya PW\V remembering the fallen War Herces.

Major General B K G M L Rodrigo RSP psc |G, joined the Regular Force of the Sri Lanka Army as an Officer Cadet on
20 January 1989, enrolling in Intake 31 at the Sri Lanka Military Academy, Diyatalawa and completed his basic military
training at the Indian Military Academy. He was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant on 05 October 1990 and posted
to the Sri Lanka Artillery and held a various appointment in command, staff, and instructor. The Senior Officer who
followed numerous local and international courses is served much of his tenure in North and East operational during the
humanitarian operation.

SEPTEMBER 2024
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Flag Blessing Ceremony at Kataragama
Kirivehera

¥ T
4 2R

: The flag blessing ceremony to invoke the blessings to the S

~ Lanka Army Flags in line with the 75% Anniversary of the Sri Lanka
) Army on 10 October was successfully held on 30 September 2024
at the sacred Kataragama Kirivehera and Devala premises. The
religious observerances were held under the patronage of Major
General W P A D W MNanayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu, Chief
of Staff of the Sr Lanka Army. During the occasion, the Chief
of Staff of the Sr Lanka Army presented a financial donation to
the Venerable Kobawaka Damminda Thero, Chief Incumbent of
Historic Kirivehera Viharaya for the development of the sacred
site. After the incumbent monk, along with members of the Maha
Sangha, performed religious rites, the Chief of Staff participated in
the lighting of thousands of coconut oil lamps around the premises.
Following this, he offered Pirikara and Gilanpasa to the members
of the Maha Sangha. A Special Pooja was then offered at the
Mahasen Devalaya before colorful flag-bearers lined up once
more o proceed to the Kataragama Devalaya for further religious
observances.

Commander, Security Forces (West), Commander, Security
Forces (Central), Adjutant General of the Sri Lanka Army,
the Commandant of the Army War College, General Officer
Commanding of the 12 Infantry Division, Senior Officers, Officers
and Other Ranks attended the ceramony.

A New House from 20 SLSR

Troops of 20" Battalion the Sr Lanka Sinha
Regiment (SLSR) constructed a new house for a
deserving family in Gothameegama, Kataragama.
Accordingly, Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara
RSP VSV USP ndu, the Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka
Armmy warmed the newly constructed house for the
beneficiary on 30 September 2024,

Mr. Shon Vandort from Colombo extended much
required financial generosity for the successful
completion of the house in line with the 75"
Anniversary of the Sri Lanka Army. The project was
implemented under the guidance of the General
Officer Commanding of the 12 Infantry Division, with
supenvision from the Commander of the 121 Infantry
Brigade. Troops of 20 SLSR completed the project
under the directions of the Commanding Officer of 20
SLER. The Chief of Staff also handed over essential
fumniture items to the family before the culmination of
the event.

15 SEPTEMEER 2024
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Commander 1 Corps Visits His AOR

Major General P G P S Rathnayaka RWP RSP ndc,
Commander, 1 Corps made his official visits to the Special
Force Brigade, 581 Infantry Brigade, 2 and 3 Commando
Regiments, and 57 Battalion Vijayabahu Infaniry Regiment
from 089 - 11 September 2024.

During the visit, Brigade Commanders and Commanding
Officers of the units briefed the Commander, 1 Corps
on responsibilities and duties, froops deployment in the
Area of Responsibility. After joining the All Ranks tea,
Commander, 1 Corps addressed the troops.

Iﬂ!unll!- u

The passing out parade of Recruit Training Course No. 101 took place on 30 August 2024 at the Recruit Training Schoaol
in Puttalam. Major General C A Rajapaksha RSP, the General Officer Commanding, 58 Infantry Division graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest. 80 recruits, who successfully completed a six-month basic training course passed out
during the Passing Out Parade. Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks, parents and relatives witnessed the parade.

SEPTEMBER 2024 16
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Security Force Headquarters

(Wanni) Commander’s
Challenge Trophy - 2024

"Security Force Headquarters (Wanni) Commander's
Challenge Trophy - 2024" was successfully held at the
Municipal Council Ground in Mannar on 07 September
2024 under the patronage of Major General J P C Peiris
RWF RSP ndc, Commander Security Forces (Wanni),
The event was organised following the conceptual layout
of Major General R PAR P Rajapaksha RSP, the General
Officer Commanding, 54 Infantry Division to sustain a
thriven togethemess in betwean Mannar communities.

In line with the event, the prize giving for the winners of band
competition among the schools of Mannar district took place at
the premises. A donation of sixty gift packs for selected school
children in the area and sixty dry ration packs for the selected
families of the area also took place during the same event. The
generosity for the gifts packs for school children was provided
by Mr. Clive of Bata Pvt Ltd, and Mr. Prasad Lokubalasooriya,
Meanwhile, Major Birty Perera (Retd) extended his financial
generosity for dry ration packs distributed among the civilians.

The Mannar Falcons emerged as the champions of the cricket
encounter while Mannar St. Servatius Boys School emerged
champions of the band competition. Marking the formal
conclusion of the event, the troops of 56 Infantry Division
provided lunch treat for 800 civilians and school children,
Simultaneously, newly constructed RO (Reverse Osmosis) plant
to provide purified water for the people of Selvar area in the 543
Infantry Brigade Area of Responsibility was also inaugurated,
The General Officer Commanding, 54 Infantry Division vesled
the RO plant which was constructed based on the financial
assistance of Shraddha TV, Troops of 11 Sri Lanka Artillery
extended the technical and manpower for the construction.

Security Forces (Wanni) Troops Promotes the Cinnamon Cultivation
in Vavuniya

Following the conceptual layout of Major
General J P C Peiris RWP RSP nde,
Commander, Security Forces (Wanni), troops
of 56 Infantry Division organised a cinnaman
cultivation at Parasankulam in the Northem
Vavuniva on 04 August 2024, 6392 cinnamon
saplings were distributed by the Commander,
Security Forces (Wanni) among 54 low
income families in the area with the aim of
upgrading their economy. General Officer
Commanding, 56 Infantry Division, Deputy
General Officer Commanding, 56 Infantry
Divizion, Commander, 561 Infantry Brigade,
Officers and Other Ranks parlicipated in the
event.

17 SEPTEMEER 2024
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The Certificate Awarding Ceremony for the Diploma in

CE ﬂifi{ﬂfe AW{I I'd Ing Ceremnn'f fﬂl’ Sinhala Language, organised by the Civil Citizen Council
of Batticaloa was held on 31 August 2024, at Nithis Hall,

ﬁl’ll‘lﬂh’l I.ﬂl'lgl.lﬂge Dip[ﬂ]‘ﬂﬂ Held in Sandiweli. The event was graced by Major General S
A Kulatunge RWP RSP VSV USP psc, Commander of

Bﬂ“itﬂlﬂ'ﬂ Security Forces (East), who attended as the Chief Guest

and awarded the certificates among 350 graduating
: ‘l l"l'l.‘ el lll.l' During his address, Major General S A Kulatunge RWP
RSP WSV USP psc, underscored the crucial role of

students.
“cc‘- bt & | language proficiency in fostering reconciliation and unity

R

among diverse communities. He commended the civil
v } community in Batticaloa for their keen interest in pursuing
: I -.,h : : ' the Sinhala language, rgcogn'ssing it as an in_'lporiant

] step towards strengthening mutual understanding and

harmony:.

The ceremony was anriched with cultural performances
and lectures, adding vibrant cultural significance to the
occasion. Mr. H M Anver = Chief Instructor of the course
conducted the lectures,

In addition to the Chief Guest, the event was attended
by several distinguished guests, including Major General
W P Kariyawasam, General Officer Commanding, 23
Infantry Division, and Major S F | H Senanayake psc Lsc,
Commanding Officer, 4™ Gemunu Watch. Chairperson
Mr. T Thirunawukkasu, along with parents, students, also
took part in the event.

The ftroops of the 11 Sri Lanka 11 SLNG Constructs New Home for Needy
Mational Guard (SLNG) have e
successfully constructed @ new Family in Ampara
house for a deserving family

in Madawalalanda, Ampara.
This humanitarian initiative was
undertaken under the guidance of
the General Officer Commanding, 24
Infantry Division, and the supervision
of the Commander of the 241 Infantry
Brigade. Major H P C Hettiarachchi,
Commanding Officer, 11 SLNG
executed the project,

Major General S A Kulatunge RWP
RSP V3V USP psc, graced occasion
and handed over the house as the
Chief Guest, presenting the Keys to
the beneficiary family.

Further, 241 Infantry Brigade distributed maternity aid among 32 pregnant mothers from low-income families in the
Damana area on the same day. Hemas Holdings PLC sponsored the project.

"
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Major General AH L G Amarapala
RWP RSP d R . h F‘Hh "Sri Lanka Best Employer Brand Awards
nac pit eceives nis ri & Sri Lanka Leadership Awards 2024" was

» successfully held at Taj Samudra, Colombo on
International Award 05 Samamuzr 2024 and Major General AH L G
Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, the Commander, Security
Forces (West) and Colonel Commandant of Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers, was honoured with the most prestigious ‘Lifetime
Achievement Award 2024",

He was honoured with the "Lifetime Achievement Award' by the World HRD
Congress and CMO Asia for his distinguished career in Human Resource.

3 : -:ﬁ_ =

!

Marking a significant milestone
for the SLE Regimental Centre,
the Commander, Security
Forces (West) and Colonel
Commandant of the Corps of
Sr Lanka Engineers Major
General A H L G Amarapala
EWP RSP ndc psc, officially
laid the foundation stone for the
new two-storey accommodation
building at the Regimental
Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’
Mess premises amidst religious
observances. The ceremony
marks the beginning of the
project designed (o enhance
living facilities for the Warrant
Officers and Senior Non
commissioned Officers of the
Regimental Centre and 1 Field
Engineer Regiment. Officers and
Other Ranks were present at the
occasion.

19 SEPTEMEER 2024
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The Commander

of Security Forces
(Central) Visits 11 &
12 Infantry Divisions

Major General G M N Perera RWP
RSP USP nde, the Commander,
Security Forces (Central) made his
official visit to the 11 and 12 Infantry
Division on 24 September 2024,
During the visit, the Commander,
Security Forces (Central) inspected
the security status of the divisions,
the tasks and responsibilities of the
troops, welfare requirements of the
troops and other related matters and
addressed the troops. Major General
K A U Kodithuwakku RSP USP psc
IG, General Officer Commanding, 11
Infantry Division and Major General
FKWWMJSPW Pallekumbura
RWP RSP ndu psc, General Officer
Commanding, 12 Infantry Division,
Officers and Other Ranks participated
in the event.

A Cleaning Programme at Provincial
Ayurvedic Hospital, Diyatalawa

In conjunction with the 75" Anniversary of the Sri Lanka Army, a cleaning programme was held at the Provincial Ayurvedic
Hospital in Diyatalawa on 27 September 2024. Troops of 17 Engineer Service Regiment, participated in the programme
under the guidance of Major General G M N Perera RWP RSP USP ndc, Commander of Security Forces (Central).

Tl .
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Basic Swimming Course No. 21 Concludes Successfully

The Basic Swimming Course No. 21 was held till 09 September 2024 at the Security Force Headquarters (Wanni)
swimming pool with the participation of 36 Other Ranks representing all formations located in the Security Force
Headquarters (Wanni) Area of Responsibility. The event successfully concluded on 09 September 2024. 5/166924
Gunner Ariyawansha D G M S of 11" Sri Lanka Artillery was awarded as the Best Student of the course. Additionally,
the Water Safety and Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) training was awarded for all Other Ranks of the course.
Major General W M S C K Wanasinghe RSP USP, the General Officer Commanding, 21 Infantry Division graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest.

Cyber Sewrlly Awareness Lecture at 541 Infantry Brlgude

An educative lecture on Cyber Security awareness was successfully held on 28 August 2024 for all Officers and Other
Ranks serving at 541 Infantry Brigade. The session included the irregularities occurred while using the social media
and internet including the difficulties caused due to the misuse of the modern media. Lieutenant M A T Dilhara, Signal
Officer of the 54 Infantry Division conducted the session foliowing the directions of Brigadier BY C Fermando RWP USP,
Commander, 541 Infantry Brigade.

School Accessories Distributed among School Siudents at Kalliaddi

A programme to distribute school accessories and lunch treat was held MN/Kalliaddi Government Tamil School on 08
September 2024, Officers and Other Ranks of 541 Infantry Brigade joined this community project following the directions
and guidance of Brigadier B Y C Fernando RWP USP, Commandeer, 541 Infantry Brigade. Miss. R M T D K Rathnayake
extended much required financial generosity for the project,
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The 53 Infantry Division
commemorated its

29" anniversary on 24
August 2024 at the
Division Headquarters
with the participation

of All Ranks of the 53
Infantry Division. The
troops of 53 Infantry
Division intiated the
anniversary with Guard
Tumout, All Ranks lunch
and musical event.
Further, the General
Officer Commanding's

53 Infantry Division Challenge Cricket

. 4 Tournament was held

Marks its 29" T~ _ from 18 to 23 August
- ( T " ¢ A 2024. In a thrilling
Anniversary X s | - final, the 19 Si Lanka
) Light Infantry emerged

victorious securing the
championship.
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Major General W M P M Wijesooriva RWP RSP ndu, the General Officer Commanding (GOC), 57 Infantry Division
visited 143 Infantry Brigade on 20 August 2024, The Commander, 143 Infaniry Brigade made aware the GOC of 57
Infantry Division on deployment and operational readiness of 143 Infaniry Brigade and then, the GOC, 57 Infantry

Division inspacted the administration and related matters of the brigade. Further, the GOC, 57 Infantry Division inspected
B Company of 16 Gajaba Regiment located in Eluwankulama.

New Sanghawasa Building from Troops of 10 (V) ESR

The newly constructed Sanghawasa Building at Sri Rathnarama Rajamaha Viharaya, Lunugamwehera, by troops of the
10 (V) Engineer Services Regiment (ESR) was vested for the Venerable Maha Sangha on 13 September 2024. The
Commanding Officer with Officers and Other Ranks of the 10 (V) ESR attended the event.

i : B
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54 Infantry Division Celebrates its 14" Anniversary

(1
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The 54 Infantry Division celebrated its 147 anniversary at the Division Headquarters under the patronage of Major General
R P AR P Rajapaksa RSP the General Officer Commanding (GOC), 54 Infantry Division on 10 September 2024. In line
with the 14" anniversary, a series of religious activities was organised. Accordingly, a Bodhi Pogja ceremony was hald at
the “Manu Vehera™ temple. Hindu religious rites took place at Thirukethiswaram Kovil in Mannar, Christian religious rites
took place at Church Mannar and Islamic religious prayers were held at Mosque in Mannar. Volleyball, Cricket, and Tug-
of-War tournaments were also organised as a part of the anniversary celebrations and 8 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment
emerged as champions of the Cricket match while 4 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment emerged as champions in both the
Volleyball and the Tug-of-War competition. A musical show was held at Areana playground at Mathota. Guard Turnout,
Troop address by the GOC, 54 Infantry Division and All Ranks lunch were also included in the anniversary agenda.

i e
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Leadership Training
Programme at
Koknahara Maha
Vidyalaya

A leadership training programme was conducted for 78 students of Koknahara
Maha Vidyalaya, Ampara on 26 September 2024 under the guidance of Major
General W L A C Perera RWP RSP USP, the General Officer Commanding, 24
& [Infantry Division. The programme aimed to empower young minds with essential
skills, values, and perspectives crucial for effective leadership in foday's dynamic

The proud anniversary el
of the 212 Infantry i
Brigade was
celebrated under the
patronage of Brigadier
R M C Rathnayaka
RWP RSP USP,
Commander, 212
Infantry Brigade on

15 August 2024 at the
212 Infantry Brigade
Headquarters with the
participation of Officars
and Other Ranks. e
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oung Officers’ Course No. 49 Successfully Concluded

The graduation ceremony of Sri Lanka Artillery Young Officers Course - 49 conducted from 12 June 2024 to 14
September 2024 at the School of Arillery, Minneriya was successfully held on 14 September 2024, Major General
C 5 Munasinghe WWY RWP RSP USP ndc psc |G, the Adjutant General of Sri Lanka Army graced the occasion as the
Chief Guest. Senior Officers of the Sri Lanka Artillery including Commander of the Artillery Brigade and Commandant,
School of Artillery joined the event. Captain J P C Singhawansha of 7" Light Regiment S Lanka Artillery was awarded
as the "Silver Gunner” based on best overall performances in the course.

Unit Visits
Major General D R N Hettiarachchi RWP RSP USP, General Officer Commanding (GOC), 59 Infantry Division visited
the 592 Infantry Brigade on 30 September 2024, The GOC, 59 Infantry Division who visited amidst the warm welcome
of Brigadier P G C 5 Hallage RWP RSP, Commander, 592 Infantry Brigade also addressed the troops during his visit.
The Commanding Officers of 5 (V) Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment and 14 (V) Gemunu Watch briefed their responsibilities

and their duties to the GOC, 59 Infantry Division. Then the GOC, 59 Infantry Division inspected 5 (V) Sri Lanka Sinha
Regiment Area of Responsibility and distributed furniture to selected deserving families in the area.

llﬁit Visit of Colonel Commandant

Major General AM K G P S K Abeysinghe, the Director General of the Directorate of Financial Management and
Colonel Commandant of Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps (SLAGSC) engaged in an inspection visit to SLAGSC
Field School, 1 and 2 (\) Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps (SLAGSC). The troops extended a warm reception to
their Colonel Commandant with military formalities. Addressing the troops, Colonel Commandant, SLAGSC highlighted
the importance of obtaining accurate instructions, developing guality of instructors and continuous training on agriculture
during his troop address.

i B
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Brigadier NH Malsinghe RWP RSP
USAWC psc Marked a Milestone in
us Arm',' War College

v

rigadier N H Malsinghe RWP RSP USAWC psc, Director of the Directorate of Staff Duties, attained an

exceptional Grade Point Average 3.79 at United States Army War College (USAWC) demonstrating
outstanding academic proficiency across all subjects in a demanding and rigorous programme. The Senior Officer
has outperformed majority of native Officers and other undergraduates from 74 nations across the world. Also,
Brigadier N H Malsinghe RWP RSP USAWC psc, excelled in strategic leadership, theories of war and strateqy,
national security policy and strategy, military strategy and planning, military campaigning, regional studies,
international affairs, peace operations, and future concepts as well as joint land, air and sea strategic studies. His
research was notably nominated for a prestigious writing award, distinguishing him among over 400 students.

The Commandant of the United States Army War College further recognised Brigadier N H Malsinghe RWP
RSP USAWC psc, exceptional caliber by sending a formal commendation to the Commander of the Sri Lanka
Army, expressing gratilude for selecting and sending such an exemplary Officer to the War College. where his
contributions were highly valued.

Colonel M B B N Herath The Synergia Foundation, in partnership with Nalanda

University, successfully hosted the inaugural Bodh Gaya-
REprSE“' BIMSTEC Chﬂ"EﬂgES at Malanda Initiative on Shared Values, Shared Culture, and

#ga  ge Futures 1 12 — 14 September 2024 at Bodh G d
Bodh Gaya-Nalanda Initiative Nalanda Unlverstty, T A

Colonel M B B N Herath RSP, Director of Media and
Spokesman for S Lanka's Ministry of Defence and
Owerlocking Director General of the Institute of Mational
Security Studies, delivered a profound address focusing
on BIMSTEC's (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) evolving
challenges while underscoring the pressing need for
innovative strategies to address the emerging security and
developmental challenges.

A meaningful dialogue was held during the event on
global challenges such as climate change and inequality,

Buddhist philosophical fraditions and Malanda's heritage,
_ xperts from varous fields shared

insights on the cultural legacies,
emphasising the requirement of
utilising the historic wisdom for
modern challenges.
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Major WMV K
Dasanayake Represents

Sri Lanka in Kathak
Dance Performances

Major W MV K Dasanayake of the Sr Lanka Armmy General Service Corps
proudly represented Sr Lanka through her captivating Kathak dance
performance at Patali Putra University on 24 August 2024, Her performance
beautifully showeased the rich traditions of Kathak - a classical Indian dance
form celebrated for its expressive storytelling and intricate footwork.

Following this, she participated in the Krishan Janmashtami Cultural
Performance organized by the Patna branch of the International Society of
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCOM) in India on 25 and 26 August 2024,

War Heroes
of 3 (V) Gemnu qu:h Rg_s:ued a Life

Lo
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The brave soldiers of the 3 (Volunteer) Gemunu Waltch, deployed
at Matara Fort, successfully rescued an individual who attempted
suicide jumping into the Nilwala River near the Mahanama Bridge

A ’R i 'Ih on 30 September 2024,
Etug“ Esmg € In the moming of 30 September 2024, around 0745 hours, Major
lll‘gEn[Y uf IhE S Indika, the Second-in-Command of the 3 (V) Gemunu Watch,
spotted the person struggling in the fast-moving waters of the river,
S”Uﬂﬁﬂ“ Mﬂim' which is known to be infested with crocodiles. Recognising the
! urgency of the situation, Major Indika guickly assembled a rescue
Indiku n“d his Ieum team consisting of Staff Sergeant Daluwatta A D, Infantryman
f Jayasinghe D M U 5, and Infantryman Warnakulasooriya W M
i i S. The team boarded to a boat stationed near the Officers’ Mess
swi ily spru"g I“Lu and pursued towards the individual, navigating approximately
i 500 meters through the wild water using a bamboo pole rescued
utllon:u rescue the ey
victim™,

If the attempt had been delayed, the victim's life would have been
in grave danger. The swift and heroic actions of these War Heroes
not only saved a life but also brought honour and recognition to
their unit and their proud establishment. Only a true War Hero
could display such remarkable courage and determination,
risking their own life at the danger of others.
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Battalion Training Course of 17 (V) Sri Lanka Light Infantry
Successfully Culeid

The Battalion Training Course of 17 (V) Sri Lanka Light Infantry { SLLI) was successfully held from 22 July to 04 September
2024 at the Infantry Battalion Training School, Alankulama. Among the winners of the certificates and trophies of the
Battalion Training Course, Captain A C P Kumara eamed the Best Shooter title. Also, Company 'A’ won the fitle for
the Best Company. Corporal Miyuranga L G M selected as the Best Physical Fitness standards of the course and
Infantryman Kumara H M S S was awarded as the All-Round Best Student while Corporal Subasinghe S R was awarded
as the Best Section Commander of the course.

9 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment (VIR) organised a dinner night and an excursion for civil staff and their families serving
at the 9 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment on 28 August 2024. The programme was implemented under the directions of
Major C D P Jayathilaka RWP RSP, Commanding Officer, 9@ VIR, Officers of the units and Other Ranks participated in
the programme.

A distribution programme for 17 members of deserving families and 34 students of Tevanpiddi Roman Catholic Tamil
Maha Vidyalaya, Mannar was held with the coordination of 5 Mechanized Infantry Regiment (MIR). The event was
initiated on 11 Seplember 2024 at the auditorium of Tevanpiddi Roman Catholic Tamil Maha Vidyalaya, Mannar in
ling with the 14" anniversary of 541 Infantry Brigade under the directions of General Officer Commanding, 54 Infantry
Division and supervision of Commander, 541 Infantry Brigade. Under the programme, dry ration packs and stationery
items worth of Rs. 300,000.00 were distributed among the beneficiaries. The programme was implemented with the
sponsorship extended by Mr. Manjula Herath and his associates from the Sri Lankan community in Vancouver, British
Colurnbia, Canada.
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A New Home for a Deserving Family in Katkulam

A house warming ceremony o handover a the newly built house for the deserving family in Katkulam was held on 16
September 2024 under the patronage of Major General S Kasturimudali RSP ndc psc, the General Officer Commanding,
56 Infantry Division. Treops of 11 Battalion of the Gemunu Walch extended the manpower and technical expertise for the
successful completion of the house under the supervision of Brigadier ¥ M S C B Jayathilaka RSP USP, Commander,
583 Infantry Brigade and under the leadership assistance of Lieutenant Colonel M K H B MNanayakkara RWP Lsc,
Commanding Officar, 11 Battalion the Gemunu Watch. International Needs Lanka Institute extended much required
financial assistance for the construction of the house,

Blood Donation Campaign from 211 Infantry Brigade

Troops of 211 Infantry Brigade organised a blood donation
programme on 16 September 2024 at Padaviya Hospital.
Maore than 120 Officers and Other Ranks of 9 Gajaba
Regiment and &(V) Gajaba Regiment participated in
the blood donation campaign under the supervision of
Brigadier | N Kandanaarachchi RSP, Commander, 211
Infantry Brigade.

- Medical Officers and Staff of Padaviya Hospital extended

| their assistance to make the event successful. The Red
Cross Society of Royal College, Colombo initiated the
programme in ling with their 45" annual blood donalion
campaign.

Troops of 241 Infantry Brigade with the sponsorship of Hemas (Pvt JLtd. distributed maternity items among 32 expecting
mothers in Damana area on 03 September 2024. A house warming ceremony to bestow a newly constructed house by
the troops of 11 Sri Lanka National Guard (SLNG) for a deserving family in the Ampara district was also organised in line
with the same event. Major General S A Kulatunge RWP RSP VSV USP psc, the Commander of Security Forces (East)
graced the occasion as the Chief Guest, Major General W L S Perera RWP RSP USP, General Officer Commanding, 24
Infantry Division and the representatives of Hemas (Pvt) Lid. joined the occasion. The programme was held under the
supervision of Brigadier L S D N Pathirathna RSP USP, Commander, 241 Infantry Brigade.
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Monthly Meeting Highlights of '
Army Seva Vanitha Unit

Sti Lanka Armoured Corps
Seva Vanitha Branch

Mrs. Dulashi Meepagala, new Chairperson of
Sri Lanka Armoured Corps Seva Vanitha Branch
(SLAC-SVB), assumed office at the SLAC
Regimental Headquarters on 26 August 2024
during a brief ceremony. Members of SLAC-SVB
participated in the duty assumption of the new
Chairperson of SLAC-SVE,

Sri Lanka Light Infantry Seva Vanitha
Branch

patronage of Mrs. Vajira Perera, Chairperson of Sri Lanka
Light Infantry Seva Vanitha Branch was held on 07 September
2024. During the event, financial assistance of Rs. 200,000.00
was extended for six War Heroes to complete their housing
constructions. Further, a three-wheeled motorcycle and a battery
was donated to a War Hero who had been completely disabled
during cperations.

_____
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The monthly meeting
of the Army Seva
Vanitha Unit (ASVU)
was successfully

held at the Army
Headguarters under
the patronage of Mrs.
Janaki Liyanage,
President of AZVL

on 30 September
2024, The respective
Chairpersons of
Regimental Seva
Vanitha Branches,
Executive Board
Members and Senior
Members parlicipated
in the monthly meeting
of ASVLL

Addressing the
gathering, the
President of
ASVU explained
the projects to be
implemented in the
future, Subsequently,
dry ralion packs
containing essential
food items were
distributed among 30
civil employees who
are serving in the

Sri Lanka Army with
the aim to ease their
economic burden.
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