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-Cummnnder of the Army Pays a Formal Courtesy
Call on the New President

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu, the Commander of the Army paid
a formal courtesy call on the newly-appointed | o
Prime Minister of Sr Lanka, Honourable ‘Sie™
Dr. Harini Amarasuriya, at her office in Colombo
on 24 October 2024.

Dring the meeting, the Commander of the Army
extended his congratulations to the Honourable
Prime Minister and reaffirmed the Army's |
steadfast support to ensure the national security
and development of the country. At the end of the |
cordial interaction, the Commander of the Army
presented a memento to Prime Minister as a |
gesture of goodwill.

Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP
ndu, the Commander of the Army paid a courtesy
call on the new Secretary to the Ministry of
Defence, Air Vice Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha
(Retd) W\, RWP and two Bars, RSP and Bar,
USSP, MMSc (Strat Stu- China), MSc (Def Stu)
in Mgt, M3c (Def & Strat Stu), fndu (China), psc
at the Ministry of Defence on 02 October 2024.
During the meeting, the Commander of the Amy
expressed his fullest cooperation to the Ministry
of Defence to ensure the security of the country.
Further, they both exchanged the views on
security concems and other related developments.
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The newly appointed Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, Air
Vice Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd) WWY, RWP and
two Bars, RSP and Bar, USP, MMSc (Strat Stu - China), MSc
(Def Stu) in Mgt, MSc (Def & Strat Stu), fndu (China), psc,
paid a formal courtesy visit to the Commander of the Army at
the Army Headquarters on 28 October 2024, HEﬂquﬂ |1'E|'5

Newly Appointed Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence Visits Army

Troops of SAd Lanka Light Infantry warmly welcomed the
Secretary, Ministry of Defence upon his arrival according him
a Guard of Honour. Lieutenant General H L vV M Livanage
RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the Army, warmly
welcomed the Secretary, Ministry of Defence to the Army
Headquarters and introduced the Principal Staff Officers of
the Sri Lanka Army. Later, during their formal meeting in the
Commander’s Office, the Secretary, Ministry of Defence and
the Commander of the Army discussed matters of mutual
importance and interast.

Following the meeting, the Secretary, Ministry of Defence
addressed the members serving in the Army and appreciated
the service rendered by the members of the Sri Lanka Army
safeguarding the country's territorial integrity and sovereignty.
Also, he highlighted the Army's pivolal role in ensuring peace
and stability while emphasising the importance of maintaining
the gperational effectiveness and decorum in the face of U ' v
challenges N
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In ling with the 75" Anniversary of the Sri Lanka Army,
a special Mass took place at All Saints’ Church, Borella
on 4 October 2024, The event was conducted
under the guidance of His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal
Ranjith, Archbishop of Colombo. Lieutenant General
H LY M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander
of the Army and Mrs. Janaki Liyanage, President of
the Army Seva Vanitha Unit attended the Mass upon
the invitation of Major General B K G M L Rodrigo RSP
psc 1G, Commandant of the Sri Lanka Amy Volunteer
Force and Chairman of the Armny Christian Fellowship.

During the ceremony, His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal
Ranjith blessed the Army Flag and other organisational
flags in a symbolic gesture through a special offering. At
the conclusion of the Mass, the Commander of the Army
presented a financial donation to the clergy as a token of
the gratitude for the Church’s contributions to promoting
spiritual values, reconciliation, and peace among the public.

Additionally, a special ‘Aashirwada’ Poogja (blessing
ceramony ) in line with Hindu tradition was held on 2 October
2024 at the Mayurapathi Sri Bhadrakali Amman Kovil,
Colombo 06 to invoke blessings for the 75 Anniversary
of the Sr Lanka Army. The ceremony organised by
the Sn Lanka Army Hindu Association, was graced by
Lieutenant General H L ¥ M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu,
the Commander of the Army following an invitation from
Major General K M P S B Kulatunga RSP ndc psc, Military
Secretary and Chairman of the Army Hindu Association.
Chief Kurukkal Sivasri Ragavan Kurukkal, along with
other Hindu priests, performed the ‘Pooja’ rituals.

After the religious observances, the Commander of the
Army made a cash donation to the Kovil's Chairman,
Mr. Sundaralingam, to support its development work,
on behalf of all those serving in the organisation.
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All-Night ‘Pirith’ Chanting Invokes Blessings for

75"™ Army Anniversary

The ftraditional all-night ‘Pirith’ chanting ceremony, marking the final religious
observance in line with the 75 Army Anniversary look place at the Army Headquarters
on 05 October 2024, ahead of its official schedule on 10 October 2024. The event was
graced by Lieutenant General H LV M Liyvanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the
Army along with Mrs. Janaki Liyanage, President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASWVU).

The proceedings of the all-night ‘Pirith’
chanting ceremony began with the placement
of sacred relic casket by the Commander
of the Army in a colourful procession while
Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara
RSP VSV USP ndu, the Chief of Staff of Sn
Lanka Army proceeded the "Sacred Piruvana
Potha' for the ceremony. Most Venerable
Dr. Kirinde Assaji Thero, Chief incumbent
of the Gangaramaya Temple played the key
role of the religious event and Venerable
Bengamuwe Dhammadinna Thero, Chief
Incumbent of Sri Pada delivered an oration.
An alms giving held in the following moming
marked the official conclusion of the event.
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A solemn and dignified
ceremony will be held

annually at the Battaramulla | War Heroes'
War Herces' Monument

(Ranaviru Smarakaya) in Commemoration Held in

commemoration of the

selfless service rendered = Bﬂ“ﬂfﬂmunﬂ Wl:lr I'IEI'I'JES"r
by fallen War Heroes who

sacrificed their lives to - Munum ent
eradicate terrorism from the

country fifteen years ago in T -_T,

line with the 75" Anniversary
of the Sri Lanka Army. h

== | jcutenant General HL V M Livanage RWP
RSP ndu, the Commander of the Army graced
the War Heroes' commemoration ceremony as
the Chief Guesl, lending prestige to this formal
and commemoralive occasion. The traditional
sounding of the “Last Post” resonated through
the air as the Army's trumpeters played the
solemn melody, marking the memory of the
fallen as dusk settled over the area symbalising
the Army's unwavering commitment to honour
the War Heroes, affirming the solemn promise
to remember them as long as the sun rises and
sets.

The Chief of Staff, Deputy Chief of Staff,
Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army Volunteer
Faorce, Principal Staff Officers, Security Force
Commanders, and other Senior Officers paid
their respects laying floral wreaths at the War
Heroes' Monument, paying tribute to those who
made the ultimate sacrifice.

A solemn and dignified ceremony was held
at the 'Battaramulla War Heroes' Monument
(Ranaviru Smarakaya) in commemaoration of the 1
selfless service rendered by fallen War Heroes &S
who sacrificed their lives to eradicate terrorism
from the country in line with the 75" Anniversary
of the Sri Lanka Army under the patronage of
Ligutenant General H L V¥ M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu, the Commander
Fah "
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Ancther event of multi religious
observances was successfully held
at Colpetty Jumma Mosque on 3
October 2024 to invoke blessings
for the forthcoming 75" Amy
Anniversary. Many Officers and
Cther Ranks of Islamic faith joined
the event. Lieutenant General
HLWVM Liyanage RWF RSP ndu,
the Commander of the Army graced
the event as the Chief Guest for the
occasion at the invitation of Brigadier
T N Majeed RSP USP ndc Isc, along
with the members of the Board of

and the flags of other organisations. Later, Moulavi performi
Trustees at Colpetty Jumma Mosque. i g E N

the special ‘Qirath’, ‘Dua,’ prayers blessed the Sr Lanka Army.

During the customary Islamic After
religious sermon, ‘Bayan,’
blessings wera symbalically

the culmination of the special Islamic religious ceremony,
the Commander of the Army made a financial donation towards
the development of the religious premises and shared his views
the Moulavis on co-existence, harmony, and reconciliation.

inveked on the Army flags with
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The Sri Lanka Army marked its 75" Anniversary on
10 October 2024 at the Army Cantonment, Panagoda.
This milestone commemorated its sustained efforts against
terrorism which have brought lasting peace to the nation
after more than three decades of conflict. Also, the event is
considered as a pledge of the Army to continue its dedicative

role to ensure the National Security as a legitimate Defender
of the Nation.

Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Army, graced the event as the Chief
Guest to the event coloured with fluttering multi-coloured
flags, including the Army flag, regimental flags, and flags of
those of various formations.

Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP VSV
USP ndu, Chief of Staff together with Major General
C 5 Munasinghe YWWVW RWP RSP USP ndc psc IG,
Adjutant General warmly welcomed Lieutenant General
H LWV M Livanage BWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the
Army and Mrs Janaki Livanage, President of the Army Seva
Vanitha Unit extending a hearty welcome,

Remembering the Brave War Heroes, the Commander of the
Army appreciated the gallantry and bravery and selflessness
of the War Heroes and marked that their sacrifices would be
immortal,

75 Officers and 626 Other Ranks from all 25 Regiments
joined the parade which was held under the leadership
of Major General A H LG Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc,
the Commander, Securty Forces (West) and Colonel
Commandant of Sri Lanka Engineers and Brigadier G
A T Godewatte RWP RSP, Centre Commandant of the
Gajaba Regiment, as the Parade Second-in-Command, The
Sri Lanka Army 75" Anniversary Commemoration Medal was
also awarded for 35 Officers and 25 Other Ranks.

L S
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Musical Event at ‘Mihindu Seth Medura’ for 75" Anniversary of the
Sri Lanka Army

In celebration of the upcoming
75" Anniversary of the Sri Lanka
Army, a musical event was organised
n 8 October 2024 to honour the
War Herces currently undergoing
rehabilitation and recovery at
‘Mihindu Seth Medura’. The event
was graced by Lieutenant General
H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Army and Mrs.
Janaki Livanage, the President of
the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVLU).

The Armmy Beat Band along with
renowned musical artists delivered
live performances at the occasion
where 75 resident War Heroes took
part. The event was included with
an enthusiastic wheelchair dance
as part of the festivities. The event
concluded with a dinner attended
by distinguished guests and Woar
Heroes.

The Chief of Staff, Deputy Chief of
Staff, Senior Officers, their spouses,
as well as Officers and Other Ranks,
participated in this heartfelt tribute.

L
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KDU Celebrates Annual Convocation
Ceremony at BMICH

The General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University (KDU) held

its annual convocation ceremoeny on 14 and 15 October 2024 at the
Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH).
Graduates from various academic fields, including Strategic Studies
and International Relations, Medicine, Engineering, Law, Management,
Allied Health Sciences, Built Environment and Spatial Sciences, and
Computing. received their certificates after successfully completing their
programmes,

Atotal of 1,728 graduates were awarded PhDs, Master's degrees,
Bachelor's degrees, and Postgraduate Diplomas during the ceremony.
Air Vice Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd) WWW, RWP and two
Bars, RSP and Bar, USP, MMSc (Strat Stu-China), MSc (Def Stu) in
Maot, M3Sc (Def & Strat Stu), fndu (China), psc, Secretary fo the Ministry
of Defence graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. The event was also
attended by the Chief of Defence Staff, the Commander of the Army,
Commanders of the Navy and Air Force, the acting Inspector General

of Police, Heads of Universities, Government Officials, KDU's Academic
Staff, Tri-service Officers, as well as the parents of the graduates,

Gajaba Regiment Marks 41 Anniversary

with Commemorative Ceremonies in
Saliyapura

The Gajaba Regiment (GR) celebrated its 41 Anniversary at the
“"Home of Keterians” in Saliyapura, Anuradhapura with a series of
special events from 13 to 14 October 2024, An all-night 'Pirith’ chanting
caremony was held invoking blessings for the fallen War Heroes of
the regiment. Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu,
® Commander of the Army attended this significant occasion
as the Chief Guest, at the invitation of Major General
MG WWWM C B Wickramasinghe RWP RSP ndu pse,
Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna) and Colonel of the
Regiment of the Gajaba Regiment.

During the religious ceremony, the Senior Thero delivered
an oration, emphasising the invaluable role of the Army's
leadership and the contributions of the Gajaba Regiment
during critical moments in the Mation's history. The Chief
Guest also took the opportunity to share his thoughts

with the relatives of the fallen War Heroes, offering his
condolences and appreciation for their sacrifices,
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Army Day Fellowship Dinner Held at Panagoda

The spirit of camaraderie and fellowship within the Sri Lanka Army was celebrated on 10 October 2024 at a special
dinner held at Army Cantonment, Panagoda to mark Army Day. Officers and Other Ranks from all 25 Regimenis
came together for this annual event which was graced by Lieutenant General H L V' M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Army as the Chief Guest.

The fellowship dinner which was first infroduced in 2009,
has become a cherished tradition associated with the Army's
anniversary celebrations. It provides an opportunity for All Ranks
to gather in an informal setting, exchange pleasantries, and
reflect on their shared experiences in service.

During the event, the Commander of the Army engaged with
Senior Mon-Commissioned Officers further strengthening the
bonds of unity and camaraderie within the ranks. Additionally,
the Commander of the Army presented the First Day Cover and
the 75" Anniversary Stamp to the Regimental Sergeant Majors
of each regiment, marking a significant milestone in the Army's
histary,

The evening was a celebration of the enduring values that have
guided the Sri Lanka Army through the years with the values
of loyalty, service, and the shared experiences of military life.
With the participation of all 25 regiments, the event served as a
testament to the Army's dedication to the defence and well-being
of the nation.
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New Facilities for Officers &

Other Ranks of SLNG

Mewly constructed accommodation facilities
at the Sri Lanka Matonal Guard Regimental
Headquarter Battalion premises at Heraliyawala,
Kurunegala was declared open by Lieutenant
General H L Y M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Army and Colonel of the
Regiment, Sri Lanka Mational Guard (SLNG)
along with Mrs. Janaki Liyanage, the President
of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit on 11 October
2024

The Commander of the Army graced the occasion
al the invitation of the Brigadier H A Keerthinatha
RSP KSP psc, Centre Commandant, SLNG and
then inspected the newly-constructed a three-
storey accommodation facility (Dream House)
for SLNG Other Ranks. The infrastructure
facilitates the accommodations for 350 soldiers.

Afterward, the Commander of the Army donated
a wheelchair to a disabled soldier, Private
Kumarawansa P H S, a representative of the
Wheelchair Cricket Association of Sr Lanka.
Simultaneously, the Commander of the Army
officially inaugurated the Senior Officers'
Accommodation (Mountain View) building and
commended the SLNG troops for their efforts
and their successful completion of the project at
a minimal cost.
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International
Taekwondo
Demonstration (Kukkiwon)

The Intermnational Taskwondo
Demonstration (Kukkiwon)

took place on 23 October

2024 at the Army Physical

Training School (APTS) with the
patronage of Lieutenant General
HLV M Livanage RWP RSP

ndu, the Commander of the Army.
Her Excellency Miyon Lee, the
Ambassador of the Republic of
Korea to Sri Lanka, graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest.

During the event, the Commander
of the Army presented awards to
key figures including the Korean
Ambassador and the Kukkiwon
demonstration team. The event
fealured a taskwondo demonstration
and performances of the Sri Lanka
Army Dancing troupe.

During the segment marking a
historic moment, Her Excellency
conferred an honorary Dan on
Lieutenant General HLW M
Livanage RWP RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Army in
appreciation of his dedicative
service towards the wellbeing of
the Taskwondo becoming the first
Commander of the Army to receive
such an honour.

The Korean Ambassador during
her closing remarks highlighted
the strong ties between S Lanka
and Korea, emphasising the
importance of cultural exchanges
and cooperation in promoting mutual
understanding and friendship.

13 OCTOBER 2024
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New Home from Sri Lanka Army .
In line with the 75" Anniversary of the Sri Lanka Army, the troops of 2 Mechanized Infantry Regiment (2 MIR)
constructed a new home for a deserving family on 27 September 2024 in Milivamotei, Purawasamkulam, Vavuniya.

5
ad
S

The new housing project was launched under the supervision of Major General W M 5 C K Wanasinghe RSP USP, the
General Officer Commanding, 21 Infantry Division and bestowed to Mrs. M Sadanandan Kumari during a symbalic flag
blessing ceremony held at the Sr Maha Bodhiya, Anuradhapura. Lieutenant General H LV M Livanage RWP RSP ndu,
the Commander of the Army graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and personally presented the key to the beneficiany.

Commander Pays Last Respect to Late Colonel D M B P B Dissanayaka
RSP USP of the Sri Lanka Artillery (SLA)

Lieutenant General H L V M
Livanage RWF RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Army paid
his last wbule lo Late Colonel
O M B P B Dissanayaka RSP USP
of the Sri Lanka Arillery (SLA)
on 7 October 2024 at Jayaratne
VIP Parlour, Colorel DM B P B
Dissanayaka RSP USP of the Sri
Lanka Artillery (SLA) deceased
due to a brief illness. Furiher,
the Commander of the Amy
interacted with the family members
of the Senior Officer, extending
his heartfelt condolences to
them at their time of grief.

Late Colongl D ME P B Dissanayaka RSP USP, enlisted
in the Sri Lanka Army Regular Force with Intake 450n 15
July 1996. Upon successful completion of basic military
training at the Sri Lanka Military Academy, Divatalawa,
he was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant and
posted to the Sri Lanka Adillery on 20 June 1998,
Throughout his career, he held various appointments
and steadily elevated to subsequent ranks, ultimately
reaching the rank of Colonel on 18 May 2024, He held the
appointment of Colonel (Enlistment) of the Directorate of
the Personnel Administration at the time of his demise.

OCTOBER 2024 14
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The Commander of the Army Delivers

] .
cnmmﬂﬂdEl . LEC“""E ﬂ' "ﬂ“ﬂnﬂl Lizutenant General H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP
DEIEI'ICE CD"EQE ndu, the Commander of the Army delivered the

customary Commander's Lecture at National
Defence College (NDC) under the theme of “Sr
Lanka Army Concerns on Mational Security” on
24 October 2024,

During the lecture, the Commander of the Army
educated the audience on the future security
challenges and concerns faced by the Sri Lanka
Army while providing a comprehensive account
on the future transformation iniliatives of the
Sn Lanka Army. Further, student Officers were
facilitated to engage with the Commander of the
Army through queries and clarifications.

The MNational Security and Strategic Studies
Course No. 03-2024 includes 18 Officers from the
Ammy, 08 from the Navy, 06 from the Air Force,
03 from the Police, and 08 foreign students
representing Saudi Arabia, India, Bangladesh,
and Oman.

Major General D G S Senarath Yapa RWP RSP
ndu, the Commandant MDC warmly welcomed
. the Commander of the Army while Brigadier
MJ R S Medagoda RSP USP ndc psc IG, the
Senior Directing Staff (Army), conducted the
introductory speech.

His Excellency Semih Litfi Turgut, Ambassador
of the Republic of Tirkiye to the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the Republic
of Maldives met Lieutenant General H L V M
Livanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander
of the Army on 25 October 2024 at the Army
Headquarters.

The cordial discussions focused on matters
of mutual interest, including the longstanding
diplomatic ties between two Mations and
common challenges that need to be mitigated
together, Both parties emphasised the
significance of maintaining strong bilateral
relations and exploring potential avenues for
further cooperation. In a gesture of goodwill,
the both exchanged special mementoes to the
Ambassador and the gesture was reciprocated.
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- Lanil Galaboda Memorial 'Sanghawasaya'
The inauguration ceremony of the
newly constructed Lanil Galaboda (resldenhul monastery) Declared Open

Memaorial "Sanghawasaya' (residential
monastery) was held on 13 October F‘
2024. Lieutenant General H L V
M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Army, along with
Mrs. Janaki Livanage, President of
the Army Seva Vanitha Unit, attended
the opening ceremony at the invitation
of Most Venerable Gataberikande
Rathanasiri  MNayaka Thero. The
construction of the monastery was
a collaborative effort between the
Sri Lanka Ammy and financial donors
Mr. G K Jinadasa and Mrs. Chandra
Piyaseeli Amarasena. Troops of Sri
Lanka Army extended the much-
required manpower and technical
expertise  for the  construction.

Indian Delegation Meets Chief of Staff

Colonel Kedar Dattatraya Gupta, Directing
Staff at College of Defence Management
(COM) in India (Head of the Delegation)
aleng with Group Captain Dipendra
Bhadoria, Colonel Kunal Ramesh Lonari,
and Lieutenant Colonel Mandeep Singh
Megi met Major General W P A D W
Manayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu, the
Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army at the
Army Headquarters on 14 October 2024,

During the interactive discussion, the
Chief of Staff shared insightful thoughts
that are significant for both nations
including goodwill, cooperation, and
understanding between the amed
forces of their respective counfries.

OCTOBER 2024 16
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Mother Regiment

Felicitates the Newly

' Appointed Chief of Staff

In line with the 68" anniversary of the
Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment, a felicitation
ceremony was held for newly appointed

Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army, Major
General W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP

WSV USP ndu on 01 October 2024 at the

Regimental Centre of the Sri Lanka Sinha

Regiment.

The Chief of Staff of the Sr Lanka Army
who attended the event amidst the military
honours paid his tribute offering a floral
tribute for the War Heroes Monument in
memory of all valiant War Heroes of Sri
Lanka Sinha Regiment who made the
supreme sacrifice for the motherland, After
addressing the troops, the Chief of Staff of
the Sri Lanka Army joined all ranks tea,

Indian Assistant Defence Adviser Meets
Chief of Staff

Lieutenant Colonel Mandeep Singh
Megi, SM, the Assistant Defence
Adviser at the High Commission

of India in Colombo on 03 October
2024 paid a courtesy call on the
Chief of Staff, Major General W P A
D W Nanayakkara RSP VSV USP
ndu at the Army Headquarters.

The Chief of Staff and the
Assistant Defence Adviser at the
High Commission of India shared
important matters on enhancing
the bonds of goodwill, cooperation,
and understanding betwaan armed
forces of both nations.

B
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Australian Delegation Meets Chief of Staff

An Australian delegation led by Colonel Lara Troy GSC, along with Colonel Amanda Johnston (Defence
Aftaché), Colonel Emma Marie Thomas (New Zealand) and Colonel Andrew Gordon Temple Kirby from
the Defence and Strategic Course 2024 paid courtesy call on Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara
RSP V8V USP ndu, the Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army at Army Headguarters on 21 Oclober 2024,

During the discussions, the Chief of Staff shared wvaluable insights, and both parties acknowledged the

strong bonds of friendship, cooperation, and mutual understanding between their nations’ armed forces.
Major General K M P 5 B Kulatunga RSP ndc psc, Military Secretary, also participated in the ooccasion.

Commander of 1 Corps Visits his
" Under-Command Formations

Maijor Ganeral M T | Mahalekam WWY
FWP RSP USP ndu psc, the Commander of
1 Corps visited the 58 Infantry Division, 583
and 581 Infantry Brigades, Headquarters

of the Commando Brigade, 4 Commando
Regiment and 5 Vijayabahu Infantry
Regiment on 26, 28 and 29 October 2024.

“__ '.;I.II|ILI |
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During his wvisit, the Senior Officer inspected
the Division, Brigades and Battalions and
addressed the troops at each location.
Further, the Commander, 1 Corps discussed
key issues, including the importance of
avoiding illegal aclivities, maintaining

a healthy work-life balance, upholding
military discipline, proactive planning, and
operational readiness in support of the

1 Corps mission.

OCTOBER 2024 18
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Troops of 6 Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment
(SLSR) and 14 Sri Lanka Mational Guard
(SLMNG) constructed new houses for
two deserving families in  Kilinochchi
and Paranthan areas. The initiative was
laken place under the directions of Major
General R K N C Jayawardena RSP
ndc, the General Officer Commanding,
55 Infantry Division and supervision of
Colonel W A | 5 Mendis RSP USP,
the Commander, 563 Infantry Brigade.
Major General M G W W W M C B
Wickramasinghe EWP RSP ndu psc,
Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna)
handed over the keys of the both houses
lo the beneficiaries during a simple
occasion making their housing dream a

COmmﬂ “der, seﬁuriw FO rces reality. Also, this marks another successful
. lusi f a housi ject launched
(Jaffna) Gifts Two New Houses i defia folowing e cormsphiainokon o

the Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna).

The traditional Katina Pooja

Katina Po Traditional Katina Pooja Ceremony at
ceremony of Sri Naga Viharaya

in Jaffna took place on 26 and 27 Sr[ Nﬂgﬂ VII'IUI'U','U; JU”“U
October 2024 under the guidance

of Shasthrapathi, Venerable
Meegahajandure Sirivimala

Thero, with the assistance of the

51 Infantry Division. The Pooja
ceremony was successfully held
under the guidance of Major General
MG WWW M C B Wickramasinghe
RWP RSP ndu psc, the Commander
Security Forces (Jaffna), and
supervision of Major General

W B J K Wimalaratne RWP RSP, the
General Officer Commanding of the
51 Infantry Division,

3 Vet

Senior Officers, Officers, and

Other Ranks of the Army, Mawvy, Air
Force, Police, Special Task Force,
extended their assistance to make
the religious event successful.
Government officials, religious
dignitaries, and many devotees took
part in the event.

- ' T
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Shelter for Residents
from Sri Lanka Army

Under the directives of

Major General

J P C Peiris RWP RSP

gggﬁﬁau;nmndw Handing over a new house constructed at Thisawewa — West in

(Wanni) thahmuc Lﬁesing Anuradhapura under the directions of Major H M £ J Bandara,
) Commanding Officer, 2 Corps of Engineer Services on 15.10.2024

project to fulfil the
dream for a house

of the civilians in

the region was
implementad with tha
participation of troops
of the units and other
formations deployed in
the area. Accordingly
these houses were
bestowed for the
beneficiaries.

Vesting the refurl:llshed house at Mankadawala unl:IEr the directions ﬁf Major
M P D C Sikururajapathi USP psc Lsc, Commanding Officer, 5 Sri Lanka
E‘Ieclncal and Mechanical Engineers on 15.10.2024

Handing over a new house constructed at ‘Vesting the rafurbls-had house at Mankadawa1a under the

Parasangaswewa under the directions of Major M PE M directions of Major C 5 K Livanage psc, Commanding

Abeykoon psc Lsc Ato, Commanding Officer, 2 Sr Lanka  Officer, 4 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment on 12.10.2024
Ordnance Corps on 15.10.2024

House warming at Jeewanagar, Murukkan under  Vesting the refurbished house at Sittivalayankaddu,

the directions of Major S H R G De Silva RSP psc, Vavuniya under the directions of Major B G R Gamlathge

Commanding Officer, 8 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment on RWP RSP, Commanding Officer, 12 (V) Vijayabahu
12.10.2024 Infantry Regiment on 02.10.2024

20

OCTOBER 2024




BELLATGR ﬁ{.:

A New House for a Deserving Family in Alawakumbura

..": ¥ ” ; h { _:': m::r

A new house was constructed
for a needy family in
Alawakumbura Grama
Niladhari Division under the
directions of Major General W
P Kariyawasam, the General
Officer Cormmmanding, 23
Infantry Division and the
supervision of Colonel M G A
Malandeniya, Commander, 231
Infantry Brigade RSP on 04
October 2024,

The troops of the 12 Gemunu
Watch (GW) constructed a
new house extending their
manpower and technical
expertise, and People's Bank
extendad the much required
financial sponsarship for

the project. Major General

S A Kulatunge RWP RSP VSV
LUSP psc, the Commander of
Security Forces (East) handed
over the keys to the beneficiary
gracing the housewarming
ceremony as the Chief Guest.

The Certificate Awarding Ceremony for the Tamil
Language Course No. 01-2024, organised by the
Sri Lanka Army was held on 01 QOctober 2024 at

the Cultural Centre, Welikanda. Major General

S A Kulatunge RWP RSP VSV USP psc, the
Commander of Security Force Headquarters (East),
graced the event as the Chief Guest, and presented
certificates to 178 students from Sinhapura Kanishta
Vidyalaya and Nelum Wewa Maha Vidyalaya.

The ceremony which was enriched of cultural
performances by the students, was attended by
Divisional Secretary of Welikanda, Senior Officers,
Officers, Other Ranks, and parents,
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Commander Security Forces (West) Honours Heroes Saved a Life

In recognition of the swift and brave initiatives exhibited by a
team of 39 (V) Gemunu Watch, a special ceremony to appreciate
and honour their bravery effort was held in the presence of Major
General A H L G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, the Commander
Security Forces (West), at the Security Force Headquarters
(West) on 02 Cctober 2024,

Accordingly, the Commander Security Forces (West) awarded
certificates for Major S Indika GW, Sergeant Daluwaththa A D,
Private Jayasingha D M U 5, Private Warnakulasuriya W M S,
and Private Lakmal K L T, the members of the team who were
on the rescue operation. The War Heroes had exhibited their
bravery and social responsibility saving a life setting an example
of courage and a great pride to the Sri Lanka Army.

Commander
Security Forces (West)
Visits 572 Infantry Brigade

Major General AH L G Amarapala RWP
RSP ndc psc, Commander, Security Forces
(West), conducted an official visit to 572
Infantry Brigade on 24 October 2024, The
visit began with an inspection of a newly
proposed land area for the possible relocation
of the Brigade Headquarters. During the site
inspection, the Commander, Security Forces
(West) instructed the Brigade Commander
to carry oul a detailed threat assessment
and emphasised the importance of strategic
planning and efficient use of resources in
relocating the headquarters.

The Commander, Security Forces (West) was
warmly welcomed by Brigadier K T P De Silva R5P
ndu psc, General Officer Commanding, 61 Infantry
Division, Colonel A P A D D Dharmakeerthi RWP
RSP USP psc ptsc, the Commander, 572 Infantry
Brigade briefed the Commander, Security Forces
{West) on the Area of responsibility and tasks and
entrusted including duties. Further, he visited 8 Gemunu Watch and addressed the troops. The Commander, Security
Forces (West), also inspected the operational readiness of the disaster relief equipment at the 8 Battalion Gemunu
Walch, ensuring preparedness for any emergencies.

.
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| Commander, Security Forces

Division

5 (Central) Visits 12 Infantry

Major General ¥ A B M Yahampath RWP RSP ndu psc, the Commander, Security Forces (Central) visited the
12 Infantry Division, 121 Infantry Brigade, 122 Infantry Brigade, 20 Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment, 18 Gemunu Watch,
12 Gajaba Regiment, and 3 Sri Lanka Mational Guard on 30 and 31 October 2024. Major General PEWWMJSB W
Pallekumbura RWP RSP ndu psc, the General Officer Commanding of the 12 Infantry Division, along with the Brigade
Commanders and Commanding Officers warmly welcomed the Commander, Secunty Forces (Central) according him
a Guard Turmouls.

Then the Generals Officer Commanding, Brigade Commanders, and Commanding Officers comprehensively briefed
about the Area of Responsibility and their duties. Afterwards, he addressed the troops, highlighting the importance of
engaging responsibly with social media, refraining from illegal activities, and managing personal finances effectively.
During the visit, he also visited the President's House in Katharagama and Laya Hotel in Yala. Senior Officers, Officers,

and Other Ranks participated in the visit.

Indian Higher Defence Management
Course Representatives Meet
Commander Security Forces (Central)

segment of their visit to Sir Lanka,
representatives of Higher Defence Management Course
of India called on Major General ¥ A B M Yahampath
RWP RSP ndu psc, th nander, urity Forces
(Central) on 17 Octob 4 3 Securty Forces
Headquariers (Central),

r General Y A B M Yahampath RWP RSP ndu
mmander, Security Forces (Central) warmly
» premises and shared his thoughts
: ion and good will prevailing
among the two armies.
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The Passing Out Parade and certificate awarding

H ceremony of the Bomb and Improvised Explosive
BDI“h {Illd IITIFII'DUIEEC' Devices Disposal (BIEDD) Course No. 08

i H was held at the Sri Lanka School of Military
EIP IDSWE DEW:ES Engineering (SLSME) on 04 Cctober 2024. Major
Diipﬂﬁﬂ' caurSE General A H L G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc,

the Commander Security Forces (West) and

the Colonel Commandant of Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest at the invitation of Colonel J A C 5 Jagoda
pse, the Commandant (Acting) of the Sri Lanka
School of Military Engineering,

Number - 08

The Ceremony was unfolded with Improvised
Explosive Devices Disposal demonstration
conducted by the students, Following the
dermonstration, the Chief Guest pinned
prestigious Bomb Disposal insignias on

the passing out students along with the
Commandant, of the Sr Lanka School of
Military Engineering (Overlooking). The dignified
ceremony celebrated the graduation of 1 Officer
and 23 Soldiers of the Corps of Sri Lanka
Engineers. Captain N R J Tudahewa earend the
award of the First in Order of Merit.

Major General D B L Colonne USF, Major
General T C Peiris RSP USP, Commander

Sri Lanka Army Engineer Divisioin, Brigadier

S P G Gamage RWP RSP USF, Deputy General
Officer Commanding, 12 Infantry Division,
Colonel B AM P Balasooriya RSP, Cenlre
Commandant of Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers
(Acting) and Colonel K A S J Kodithuwakku

USP ptsc, Commander Plant Engineer Brigade
parficipated in the event.

Advance Disaster Response Training
Course No. 12

The Advance Disaster Response
Training Course No. 12 was successfully
conducted from 30 September to 16
October 2024 at the Sri Lanka Army
Centre for Disaster Response Training
(SLACDRT) in Gampola. A total of 57
participants enhanced their skills and
knowledge in disaster response and
management during the course.

Captain N A § S Napagoda from the

Sri Lanka Arillery was awarded First

in Order of Merit for his exceptional
performance during the course. Colonel
R MH P K Rathnayake, Commandant of
SLACDRT graced the closing ceremony
and highlighted the importance of
disaster preparedness and commended
the dedication of the participants.
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Workshop on Lead-Acid Battery Maintenance

A one-day workshop an the technical aspects and
maintenance of lead-acid batteries for 25 Officers of the
Sri Lanka Electrical & Mechanical Engineers (SLEME)
was held on 11 October 2024 at the Elcardo factory in
Ratmalana.

The workshop included a factory visit and a session
focused on lead-acid battery production, manufacturing
processes, and maintenance procedures. The training
aimed to enhance the skills of EME personnel. The
programme was initiated by the Director of Electrical

& Mechanical Engineers to provide paricipants with
valuable hands-on experience.

The United Nations Comprehensive Protection of
Civilians Course No. 02 Concluded

The United Mations Comprehensive Protection of Civilians
(CPOC) Course No. 02 sponsored by the Global Peace
QOperations Initiative (GPOI) successiully concluded on 04
October 2024 at the Institute of Peace Support Operations
Training Sri Lanka (IPSOTSL). Accordingly, 23 Officers
fram the Sn Lanka Army, one from the Nawy, two from

the Air Force and five foreign Officers from Bangladesh,
Mongolia and Nepal participated in the course held from
30 September to 04 October 2024,

& panel of four Subject Matter Experts led by Mr. Roger
David Hughes from the United Kingdom, facilitated the

training. Brigadier S A Hettige RSP
psc, the Commandant of IPSOTSL
graced the event as the Chief
Guest and presented certificates to
the participants during the closing
ceremony. Senior Officers, Officers
and instructars from IPSOTSL wera
also present at the occasion.

25 ~ OCTOBER 2024




A new house constructed for Mr. Selvarasa Sudhakaran
and his family in Chankanai, Jaffna was handed over

to the beneficiary during a simple ceremony by Major
General W B J K Wimalaratne RWP RSP, the General
Officer Commanding of the 51 Infantry Division on

09 October 2024.

ww

Philanthropist Mr. ¥ Thabodharan extended much
required financial assistance for the initiative. The
troops of the 11th Battalion, Sri Lanka Light Infantry with
their manpower and technical expertise successiully
completed the housing project under the supervision

of their Commanding Officer. Brigadier EMLP
Ekanayake USP, Commander of the 513 Infantry
Brigade directed the successful execution of the project.

Series of Cnmmunily Pragrummes Celebruﬁng 5" Anniversum

Series of community programmes were held in line
with the 75" Anniversary of the Sri Lanka Army under
the supervision of Colonel 5 M C S Samarathunga
RSP, the Commander {Acting), 522 Infantry Brigade.
Troops of 23 Gemunu Watch (GW) orgasnied a
special lunch for 18 children from Winayagar Pre-
School on 10 October 2024 under the supervision

of Major H G T J Hapurugala, Commanding Officer
{Acting), 23 GW.

Further, troops of 10 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment offered lunch for the OPD patients and hospital staff of the
Government Hospital in Maradankadawala under the supervision of Major S H Sudusinghe Commanding Officer,
10 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment. Also, troops of 1 Mechansied Infantry Regiment offered a delicious lunch for the
children at Irambareyi and Adawan preschoaol in Muhavil Grama Niladhari Division.

11 Infantry Division Troops Partic
in Blood Donation Campaign

Troops from the 11 Infantry Division participated in a blood
donation programme with the cooperative assistance of
Community Society of Digana at the Silver Cross Medical
Centre on 12 October 2024 under the direction of Major
General K AU Kodithuwakku RSF USP psc 1G, the
General Officer Commanding of the 11 Infantry Division.
Civilians of the area took part in the event,

Medical teams from the Blood Bank of the District General
Hospital, Kandy, ensured the smooth and successful
execution of the blood donation drive, which further strengthened the collaboration between the military and the local
community.
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UNIFIL Commander Visits Injured Soldier in Tyre

Lieutenant General Aroldo Lazaro ) ' ; l’ I , 7 ” i
Saenz, the Head of Mission and Force =5 | i I
Commander of the United Nations Interim ¢ . 1 | L I

Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) along with 1. T~ ' { et > : -
Contingent Commander of the Sri Lanka -y L == o : |

Force Protection Unit (SLFPU), visited the
Jabel Amel Hospital in Tyre, Lebanon on
12 October 2024. He inquired about the
saldier injured during a conflict while on
force protection duties at UNIFIL HG in
Magqoura,

During his visit, Lieutenant General Lazaro
Saenz expressed his concemn for the
injured soldier and sought updates cn

his treatment progress. He also met the
hospital's medical authorities, emphasising
the importance of high-guality care for UNIFIL personnel. Before leaving, he presented the soldier with a UNIFIL coin
in recognition of his commitment and dedication. Additionally, he commended the medical staff for their efforts and
encouraged them to continue their vital work in providing care to injured soldiers.

——
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In line with the World Children’s Day, the troops of the 241 Infantry Brigade organised a school items distribution
programme on 04 October 2024 at the Amman Mahalirlla Children's Home in Akkaraipattu. This initiative was hald
under the guidance of Brigadier LS D N Pathiratna RSP USSP, the Commander, 241 Infantry Brigade. Additionally, lunch
was also provided for 34 students and staff of the children's home.

27 OCTOBER 2024




3&*’”@ BELLLATOR
Sri Lankan
Contingent
Receives UN
Peacekeeping
Medals in South
Sudan

The Sri Lankan peacekeepers serving in the 10" contingent of SRIMED Level 2 Hospital in South Sudan were awarded
United Nafions Peacekeeping Medals on 17 October 2024 at Bor Camp, South Sudan, in recognition of their dedicated
service.

A total of 17 Officers and 48 Other Ranks from the Sr Lankan contingent received medals. Lieutenant General Mohan
Subramanian, Force Commander of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS), graced the event as the
Chief Guest and praised their professionalism and commitment. The event concluded with a vibrant cultural pageant
showcasing Sri Lanka's rich heritage.

GOC of 59 Infantry Division Visits under Command Formations

Major General D R N Hettiarachchi
RWP RSP USP, the General Officer
Commanding (GOC) of the 58 Infantry
Division visited the 593 Infantry Brigade,
6 Gemunu Watch, and 6 Sri Lanka Mational
Guard on 02 October 2024. Colonel U
S B Rathnayaka RWP RSP USP, the
Commander, 593 Infantry Brigade briefed
the battalion's deployment, operational
roles, and routine duties in their area of
responsibility.

During his wvisit, GOC interacted with
the troops, providing valuable guidance
and encouragement. Brigadier K H N
P Hannadige RWF RSP psc, Depuly
General Officer Commanding, 59 Infantry
Division also joined the visit.
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