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HE the President Anura lflumara Dissanayake Assumes Duties as
the Minister of Defence

His Excellency President Anura Kumara Dissanayake assumed duties as the new Minister of Defence on 22 November
2024 After assuming the duties, the Minister of Defence held a discussion with the Commanders of Tri - forces and
Senior Officers of the Ministry of Defence and highlighted that the new govemment ensures the good governance and
expects assistance from all the parties to develop the nation.

Major General Aruna Jayasekara (Retd) WWV RSP VSV USP ndc psc, Deputy Minister of Defence, Air Vice Marshal
Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd) WW\W, RWP and two Bars, RSP and Bar, USP, MMSc (Strat Stu-China), MSc (Def Stu)
in Mat, MSc (Def & Strat Stu), fndu (China), pse, Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, General Shavendra Silva WWY
RWP RSP V3V USP ndc psc MPhil, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), Lieutenant General H L V' M Livanage RWP RSP
ndu, Commander of the Amy, Vice Admiral Privantha Perera RSP USP ndu psc, Commander of the Mavy, Air Marshal
Udeni Rajapaksa RSP and two Bars, VSV, USP, MSc (MOA) USA, MSc (Def Stu) in Mgt, MA in IS&S (UK), BSc (Def
Stu), MIM (SL), AMIE (SL), reds, psc, Commander of the Air Force as well as other members of the security forces and
Ministry staff were present at the occasion.
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Presidenf
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Armed Forces

Remembrance
Day 2024

The main commemoration ceremony of the Armed Forces Remembrance
Day — 2024 and Poppy Fower Celebration was held on 24 Movember
2024 at the Cenctaph War Memeonal of Viharamahadevi Park, Colombo.
His Excellency the President and the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces of Sri Lanka Anura Kumara Dissanayake participated in the event
at the warmest reception of Lieutenant Colonel Ajith Siyambalapitiya (Retd),
General Secretary of the Sr Lanka Ex - Servicernen's Association.

The Sr Lanka Ex - Servicemen's Association, in collaboration with the
Tri - forces, organised this annual event to honour and remember the fallen
War Heroes who made the supreme sacrifice to safeguard the motherland
including those who took part in the World Wars.

Major General Aruna Jayasekara (Retd) WWV RSP VSV USP ndc pse,
Deputy Minister of Defence, Air Vice Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd)
WWV, RWP and twe Bars, RSP and Bar, USP, MMSc (Strat Stu-China),
MSe (Def Stu) in Mgt, MSe (Def & Strat Stu), fndu (China), psc, Secretary
to the Ministry of Defence, General Shavendra Silva WWY RWP RSP V3V
USP ndc psc MPhil, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), Lieutenant General
HLWV M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army, Vice Admiral
Privantha Perera RSP USP ndu psc, Commander of the Mavy, Air Marshal
Udeni Rajapaksa RSP and two Bars, VSV, USP, MSc (MOA) USA, MSc (Def
Stu) in Mgt, MA in 15&3 (UK), BSc (Def St), MIM (SL), AMIE (SL), rcds,
psc, Commander of the Air Force, foreign ambassadors, members of the Sri
Lanka Ex - Senvicemen's Association and the relatives of the Tri - service
members attendead the event.
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The Commander of
the Army Graces the
Graduation Ceremony of

the NDU's Third Bafch

The Graduation Ceremony of the
third batch at the National Defence
College (NDC) was held at the Faculty
of Graduate Studies Auditorium,
Kotelawala Defence University on
18 MNovember 2024. Air \ice Marshal
Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd) WWV,
RWP and two Bars, RSP and Bar,
USP, MMSc (Sirat Stu - China), MSc
(Def Sw) in Mgt, MSc (Def & Strat
Stu), fndu (China), pse, the Secretary
to the Ministry of Defence graced
the event as the Chief Guest at the
invitation of Major General D G S
Senarath Yapa (Retd) RWP RSP ndu,
the Commandant of the NDC.

During the Graduation Ceremony, 41
Student Officers, including 16 Senior
Officers from the Sri Lanka Army,
08 from the Sri Lanka Mavy, 06 from
the Sn Lanka Air Force, 03 Senior
Superintendents of Police, and 08
foreign students (01 from India, 01
from Bangladesh, 01 from Oman, and
05 from Saudi Arabia), received their
graduation certificates after completing
their studies in Mational Security and
Strategic Studies (NS&SS).

The Chief Guest then conferred the
parchments of the ‘ndc’ designation
to the graduates and endorsed the
graduates' registration book,

Chief of Defence Staff, Commander
of the Army, Commander of the MNawy,
Commander of the Air Force, Inspector
General of Police, and Senior Officers
attended the event.
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Deputy Minister of Defence Assumes Duties

I CATIRR LT IT

Major General K P A Jayasekara (Retd) WWWV REP VSV USP ndc psc assumed duties as the Deputy Minister of
Defence on 25 November 2024 at the Disaster Management Centre, Colombe 07. His Excellency the Prasident and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Sri Lanka, Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs, Secretary
to the Ministry of Defence, Secretary to the Ministry of Public Security, Commander of the Army, Commander of the Navy
and Commander of the Air Force were present at the occasion.

The maiden copy of the newly compiled Army Logistics
Core Values published by the Army Logistics Command
was presented to Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage
RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army at the
Commander's Office on 25 November 2024.

The publication of the Army Logistics Command designed
under Army Code No: 040941 with the approval of the
Directorate of Research Concept and Doctrine with the
aim to provide a guidance to standardise the logistics
operations in the Army.

Major General 3 PA| M B Samarakoon Hdme Lsc, Deputy
Chief of Staff and Colonel Commandant of the Sri Lanka
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers with Major General
E M M Fernando Hdme Lsc AATO, Commander, Logistics
Command and Colonel Commandant of Sri Lanka Army
Ordnance Corps were present at the cccasion.

5 ~ NOVEMBER 2024




An Inspection
Visit to the Flood
Affected Areas

Major General K P A Jayasekara (Retd) WWVW

ISP WSV USP ndc psc, Deputy Defence
Minister together with Lieutenant General
HLV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the
Armmy made an observation visit to the flood affected
areas in Mannar and Ampara on 27 November 2024.

Subsequently, a review conference, chaired by the
Deputy Minister of Defence was convened fo
address relief efforts for flood victims. The meeting
included the participation of the Commander
of the Army, the Commander of the Navy,
Commander, Security Forces (Wanni), General
Cfficer Commanding, 24 Infantry Division, General
fiicer Commanding, 54 Infantry Division, Senior
iy Inspector Generals of Jaffna and Ampara,
Commander, Maval Command - Morth Central and
Government officials.

The conference focused on critical operational
directives such as the deployment of Army personnel
for evacuation operations and en g the security of
properties belonging to displaced civilians. After that,
the Commander of the Army visited the Intemally
Displaced Persons (IDP) Centres established at
Saint Mother Theresa School, Shiva Nagar Kovil and
Thalvupadu Church and inguired of the facilities.

During the wvisit, the Commander of the Army
attended the funeral ceremony of the students who
fragically lost their lives when a tractor overfurned
while attempting to cross a flooded bridge near the
Karaitivu area.
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Audit Awareness Programme
at Sri Lanka Army Headquarfers

Following the guidance of Lieutenant General
HLWVM Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of
the Army, an Audit Awareness Programme was held
at the Army Headquarters on 06 November 2024 with
the aim to educate the Officers and Other Ranks on
maintaining financial discipline and transparency
within the establishment.

Resource personnel from the Department of
Management Audit conducted the workshop. Chief
of Staff, Deputy Chief of Staff, Principal Staff Officers
and Directors directly involved in budget planning,
procurement, and financial oversight within the Sri
Lanka Army.

Senior officials from the Department of Management Audit including Mr. A T Kurumbalapitiva, Director General
(Department of Management Audit), Ms. G P Champika, Additional Director General (Department of Management
Audit), Mr. J P Sunil, Director (Department of Management Audit), Mr. B G Thisara, Director (Departrment of Management
Audit) and Ms. U P Wijayahewa, Deputy Director (Department of Management Audit) extended their expertise as
resource personnel. The programme further acknowledged the participants on adherence of audit procedures, financial
regulations, procurement guidelines and other goveming circulars related to financial and procurement management
within the Army. Further, they discussed on preventive measures and recommendations to reinforce transparency and
prevent any issue arising in the future.

Israceli Defence Attaché Pays a Courfesy Call on
Commander of the Army

The Defence Attaché at the Embassy
of lsrael in Mew Delhi and Sri
Lanka, Colonel Axihay  Zafrany,
paid a courtesy call on Lieutenant
General H L V M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu, Commander of the Amy
on 05 Nevember 2024. During their
discussions, the Israeli Defence
Attaché shared insights on the
longstanding  bilateral cooperation
between lsrael and Sri  Lanka
They further discussed about the
contemporary security challenges. The
conversation emphasised the potential
for further collaboration, espedially in
military cooperation and the exchange
of technical expertise.
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v Infusing Lifeblood into the Nation
THE NCC PASS OUT CEREMONY
GRACEFULLY HELD

The Passing Out Parade (POP) of Hermann Loos & De Soysa Challenge Trophies - 2024
organised by the National Cadet Corps (NCC) - Sri Lanka's school level Cadet training
entity which operates under the the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Defence
was held successfully at the NCC Training Centre, Rantembe on 10 November
2024. Lieutenant General HLV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of

the Army graced the event as the Chief Guest at the invitation of Brigadier

G 5 Fonseka USP psc, Director, NCC extending a warm reception at the
entrance.
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After receiving the Guard Tumout, the
Commander of the Army inspected the POP
and awarded the medals and certificates to

the achievers. Hermann Loos & De Soysa
Challenge Trophie is awarded for the
Best Platoon of the boy's category and
girls' category. Accordingly, 60 Cadet
platoons participated in the final event
out of 4485 islandwide school Cadet
platoons. Cadet platoon of Ananda
College, Colombo 10 won the first
place in the boy's category and
received the Hermann Loos Trophy

for the Best Platoon in the island

for the year 2024, Dharmasoka
College in Ambalangoda and
Bandaranayake College in

Gampaha won the trophies for the second and

third places respectively.

Further, Maliyadeva Girls' College, Kurunegala
won the De Soyza trophy for the Best Platoon
in the girls’ category while Mahamaya Girls'
College in Kandy and Devi Balika Vidyalaya in
Colombo secured the second and third places
respectively.

After awarding the trophies and certificates,
the Commander of the Army appreciated the
MCC efforts to build a disciplined youth well
trained for challenges. In addition, recalling
his memones, he further stated that he
also was frained at NCC as a school
Cadet 40 years ago while extending the
gratefulness for inviting him to be the
Chief Guest of the solemn event,

1-.--
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Commander of the

Army Visits Army
Base Hospital, fandy

Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP
ndu, Commander of the Ammy made an official
visit to the Armmy Base Hospital in Kandy on 09
November 2024 to review its cperational aspects
and receive updates on its curent functionality.
Lisutenant Colonsl W M H S Woeerasuriya
Commanding Officer, Army Base Hospital, Kandy
warmly welcomed the Commander of the Army
and briefed the hospital's services and facilities
in detail. Subsequently, the Commander of the
Army toured the new hospital complex, inspecting
its operational areas and optimal maintenance.

Presantly, the hospital has a capacity of 122
beds for inpatients and offers a range of
services, including OPD services, prosthetic
and orthotic services for disabilities, dinical
services for various diseases, dental care with
a fully equipped operating theatre and modern
medical equipment and pharmaceutical facilities.

NOVEMEER 2024 10
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SLEME Headquarfers

The Sri Lanka Army's restructuring process marks a @
significant step towards transforming the S Lanka Amy
into a more efficient, capable, and technologically advanced [
force by 2030. As part of the process, Lieutenant General
H LV M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the §
Army inaugurated the Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers (SLEME) Headguarters relocated from Malay
Street, Colombo to Salawa, Kesgama on 11 MNovember
2024,

The Commander of the Army graced the event amidst the
warm reception of Major General 5 P A1 M B Samarakoon
Hdmec Lsc, Deputy Chief of Staff and Colonel Commandant
of SLEME and unveiled the inauguration plague at the
premises. Subsequently, he toured in the Army Camp
premises and addressed the troops and emphasised the
importance of their contributions to the Army's overall
mission.

Shortly after, the Commander of the Armmy formally
presented the “Kandauru Bhoomi Himikam Sannas
Pathraya" to the Centre Commandant of SLEME,
Commander, 1 Signal Brigade, and Commanding
Officars of the 11" and 12 Sri Lanka Signal
Regiments, symbelising the official redeployment of
the 1 Signal Brigade and the SLEME Headguarters.
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Sri Lanka Army Hockey Team

Sri Lanka Army Hockey Team, the winners of ‘Mext Gen’ Premier League Hockey Championship 2024, met Lieutenant
General H L WV M Livanage EWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army at the Commander’s Office on 12 November 2024.
The Commander of the Amy extended his warmest congratulations to the players for their outstanding performance
during the thrilling event while awarding them with a financial incentive as a token of appreciation. Major General Nalin
Bandaranayake USP, President, Sri Lanka Army Hockey Committee, Brigadier L K T Femnando RSP USP, Director of
Army Sports, the Team Manager and Mr. M G M Rifaz, the coach of the team also participated in the event.
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Poppy Commemorafes
Sacrifice of Fallen

War Heroes

A group of representatives from
the Sr Lanka Ex-Servicemen's
Association (SLESA) met Lieutenant
General H L ¥V M Livanage
EWP RSP ndu, Commander
of the Amy on 07 November
2024 at the Commander's Office. This occasion was held in line with the 'Remembrance Day' (Poppy Day).
Lieutenant Colonel Ajith Sivambalapitiva (Retd), Chairman of SLESA pinned the poppy flower on the Commander
of the Army and in returning the Commander of the Army made a donation to the Poppy Fund during the
meeting. Subsequently, the SLESA members presented a copy of the latest Veteran Magazine to the Army.

Further, the Commander of the Army engaged in a cordial discussion with the representalives, emphasising
their ongoing welfare projects launched for the benefit of Ex-Servicemen. Colonel Sujith Jayasekara (Retd),
Secretary of SLESA, together with several other Poppy Committee members were also present at the occasion.

NOVEMBER 2024
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Bangladesh High Commjissioner
Pays a Courtesy Call on the Commander of Army

The High Commissioner of Bangladesh to Sr Lanka, His Excellency Andalib Elias paid a courtesy call on
Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army on 20 Nevember 2024,
During their brief meeting held at the Commander’'s Office, the High Commissioner and the Commander
of the Army discussed the matters important for both nations diplomatically. Further, they highlighted the
importance of maintaining the cooperation between both armies. Defense attaché to the Bangladesh
High Commissioner in Sri Lanka Commodore M. Moniruzzaman was also present at the cccasion.

Warmest Congratulations for a Dignified Career

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Ammy bestowed the symbaols of authority with

the warmest appreciation to the newly promoted Major Generals during a formal courtesy call held on 25 November
2024 at the Commander's Office.

Major General K N D Karunapala RSP ndu of the Sr Lanka Light Infantry, Major General G S Fonseka USP psc of the
Sni Lanka Signal Corps, Major General S P G Gamage RWP RSP USP of the Sr Lanka Engineers, Major General HC L
Galappaththi RSP USP of the Gemunu Watch, Major General K T P de Silva RSP ndu psc of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry,
Major General M P N A Muthumala USP psc of the Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment, Major General K D M L Samaradiwakara
RWP RSP ndc psc of the Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment, and Major General K J N M P K Nawarathna RWP RSP ndu
of the Gemunu Watch were present at the occasion. Further, the Commander of the Army extended best wishes to the
newly promoted Major Generals for their unwavering service for the nation.

13 NOVEMBER 2024
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US. NDU Delegation Visits Sri Lanka

The Sri Lanka Army hosted a meeting with a high-level delegation from the National Defense University (NDU) USA
on O7 November 2024 at Ammy Headquarters in collaboration with the Ministry of Defence and the U.S. Embassy
in Sri Lanka. The event aimed to enhance bilateral military cooperation and strategic defence understanding. The
delegation’s visit was a part of the NDU's programme to prepare Senior Officers for leadership roles in multinational
military operations. Key discussions focused on Sr Lanka's strategic positioning in the Indian Ocean and Indo-Pacific
region. Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu, Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army highlighted the
Army’s strategic objectives and operational challenges during the meeting.

Rear Admiral B AK 5 P Banagoda RSP USP ndc psc, Chief of Staff of the Sn Lanka Mavy, elaborated on maritime
security pricrities, including countering illegal maritime activities while safeguarding critical sea lanes. Air Vice Marshal
R 5 Wickremeratne RWP and two Bars RSP and two Bars USP, Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Air Force, discussed
the role of Air Force in national security and disaster management. Colonal M B B N Herath RSP, Director General
{Overlocking) & Acting Director (Research) of the Institute of National Secunty Studies (INSS) provided an analytical
perspective on Sri Lanka's security role in the Indian Ocean and Indo-Pacific region.

Senior U.S. officials including the Defence Attaché, officials from the NDU, the Commandant of the Mational Defence
College Sri Lanka, Senior Officers from the Tri-forces participated in the event.

China Defence Attaché Pays a Courtesy Call on Chief of Staff

The Defence Attaché (DA)
of the Embassy of the
People's Republic of China
in Sri Lanka, Senior Colonel
Zhou Bo, along with Deputy
DA, Colonel Gao Bin paid a
courtesy call on Major General
WPADW Nanayakkara RSP
VSV USP ndu, Chief of Staff
of the Sri Lanka Army at Army
Headquarters on 01 Movember
2024,

During the discussions, the
Chief of Staff shared insightful
perspectives with the wvisiting
delegation, highlighting the
importance of the longstanding
bonds of goodwill, cooperation
and mutual understanding
between both armed forces of
the nations,
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Chief of Staff Vests a New House in Kandy

A new house constructed for a needy family in Kandy officially vested for the beneficiary on 08 November 2024. Major
General W PAD W MNanayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu, Chief of Staff of the SriLanka Army and Colonel of the Regiment
of Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment (SLSR) handed over the keys of the newly constructed house for the beneficiary. This
project was launched under the conceptual notion of the Commander of the Army in line with the 75" anniversary of the
= Lanka Army.

The troops of 8 SLSR, under the supervision of Lieutenant Colonel E J B U P Egodagedara USP psc, Commanding
Officer, 6 SLSR, completed the construction of the house within the stipulated period.

Major General B K G M L Rodrigo RSP psc |G, of the Sri Lanka Artillery, the newly appeointed 44" Deputy Chief of Staff
(DCOS) assumed his office on 28 November 2024 at the Army Headquarters during a simple ceremony.

Major General B K G M L Rodrigo RSP psc |G is a graduate of Indian Military Academy, Dehra Dun, India commissioned
on 05 October 1990 and posted to the 7% Light Regiment of Sri Lanka Artillery. Having held multiple appointments in the
Regiment, he commanded the 18" Regiment of the Sr Lanka Artillery also 881 and 863 Infantry Brigades.

Further, the Senior Officer has held many staff, and instructional appointments including the Chief Instructor of the Officers
Study Centre of S Lanka Military Academy, Directing Staff and the Head of Training Team (HOTT) at the Defence
Services Command and Staff College, the Director, Directorate of Overseas Operations, General Officer Commanding
of 66 Infantry Division, the Commandant of Defence Services Command and Staff College and the Commander Security
Force Headguarters (Central). Prior to this new appointment, he served as the Commandant, Sri Lanka Army Volunteer
Force Headguarters. The staff of Bellator magazine extends warm congratulations for his new appointment.
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New Governor for Northern Province Calls on
Commanader Security Force Headquarters {Jaffna)

Annual ‘Katina’

Pinkama at
Tissa Viharaya

NOVEMEER 2024 16

A courtesy meeting took place on 02
MNovember 2024 between Major General
MGWWWMC B Wickramasinghe
RWP RSP ndu psc, Commander, Security
Forces (Jaffna) and Mr. MNagalingam

Vethanayahan, new Governor for
Morthern Province at the Security Force
Headguarters (Jaffna).

During the couresy meating, the

Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna)
educated the new Govemor for Morthem
Province on the community senvices
executed by the Security Forces (Jaffna)
in detail and visited the CIMIC Park —
Palali with him.

Major General W B J K Wimalaratne RWP
RSP, General Officer Commanding, 51

Infantry Division also joined visit.

The annual customary ‘Katina
Pooja’ at the historic Tissa Raja
Maha Vihara in Kankesanthurai
was held with the cooperation
of Tri Forces, Sri Lanka Police
and Special Task Force on 18
and 19 October 2024. Many
devotess in the area took
part in the religious event
arganised under the guidance
of Major General M G W W W
M C B Wickramasinghe RWP
RSP ndu psc, Commander
of Security Forces (Jaffna)
and Major General G L S W
Livanage USP psc Commander,
Legistics Command, Security
Forces (Jaffna).
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Former IPIF Officers Visit Mullaitivu

A delegation of former Indian Peace Keeping Force (|PKF) Officers, along with their families, visited 59 Infantry Division
area in Mullaitivu on 18 and 17 November 2024. Major General J P C Peiris RWP RSP ndc, Commander, Security
Ferces (Wanni) warmly welcomed the contingent extending a warm reception. The contingent included Lieutenant
General Gajendra Joshi, Commandant of the Indian Infantry Training School, Mhow, and former Vice Chief of Army
Staff, Lieutenant General Sarath Chand (Retd). A formal dinner was also hosted at 58 Infantry Division Officers’ Mess in
the evening including cultural events. The visit strengthened peace, regional stability, and mutual respect reflecting the
enduring camaraderie and historical bonds between the two nations.

Commander, Security Forces (Wanni) Visits
Under Command Battalions

5 8ri Lanka Mational Guard,
Sri Lanka Light Infantry and
Sinha Regiment on

troops. Majol ] [
RSF USSP al Commans

nmanders
under command briga ficers and (
Ranks participated in the visi
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Purification Plant for
Kudimbimale

The troops of 12 Sri Lanka National Guard extending
their manpower and technical expertise installed a
water purification plant at BT/KK Kudimbimalei Kumaran
Vidyalaya premises in Kudimbimalei ( Thoppigala) Grama
Niladari Division of Divisional Secretariat Korale Patiu
South for the benefit of the students in the school and
130 families in the area. The community initiative was
successfully completed under the supervision of Brigadier
R P S Prasad RWP RSP USP, Commander, 232 Infantry
Brigade with the guidance of Major H M V P Herath,
Commanding Officer, 12 Sri Lanka Mational Guard. Major
General W P Karivawasam, General Officer Cormmanding,
23 Infantry Division and Ms Thilini Ramanayaka, the
financial sponsor of the project vested the facility to
the public fulfiling, a long awaited requirement on 03
November 2024,

Ms. Thilini Ramanayaka and family resided at No 38, Kandalanda, Welmilla, Bandaragama extended much required
financial assistance of one million rupees for the community project in line with 10" death anniversary of their father late
Mr. Sarath Ramanayaka.

Mr. K Siththirawe!, Divisional Sectary, Koralepatiu South, Colonel M G G W R Gamge, Civil Coordinating Officer, Security
Force Headquarters (East), Assistant Education Director Kalkuda and villagers took part in the inauguration.

Community Service from Ranaviru Resource Cenftre

Ranaviu Resource Centre executed a
series of community services in line with
the 75" anniversary of Sri Lanka Army.
Accordingly, troops of Ranaviru Resource
Centre provided a delicious lunch treat and
distributed dry rations among 32 patients
who are undergoing residential treatments
at the Leprosy Hospital, Wattala on 10
October 2024. In addition, the troops cleaned
the hospital premises. Further, the newly
constructed accommodation facility at the
Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess in the
Ranaviru Resource Centre was inaugurated
by Brigadier P N Wijesirnwardena RSP
USP, Commandant, Ranaviru Resource
Centre. The staff of the Ranaviru Resource
Centre took part in the programme.

NOVEMBER 2024 18




Security Forces (West) marked its 12" anniversary at
Security Force Headquarters (West) premises under the
patronage of Major General A H L G Amarapala RWP RSP
ndc psc, Commander, Security Forces (West) on 18 and 19
Movember 2024 amidst pride and festiviies.

As part of the anniversary celebrations, a Bodi Pooja
ceremony was held at Bodirajarama Viharaya in Panagoda
to invoke blessings for the fallen War Heroes, members of
the Army and civil staff sarving at Security Forces (West).

The event commenced with the 1 Field Engineer Regiment
presenting a formal Guard Tumout to the Commander,
Security Forces (West) who graced the anniversary
celebrations as the Chief Guest following the military
traditions. Subsequently, the Commander, Security Forces
{West) distributed dry ration packs among members of
the civil staff serving in the Security Force Headquarters
{West) ensuring their welfare.

The Commander, Security Ferces (West) then took part in
the All Ranks tea and expressed his gratitude towards the
troops and civil staff for their efforts and service extended
to achieve the objectives of the Security Forces (West).

Major General K A W N H Bandaranayake USF, General
Officer Commanding, 14 Infantry Division, Major General
W M P M Wiesooriya RWP RSP ndu, General Officer
Commanding, 57 Infantry Division, Brigadier W M L 8
Dayawansa, Deputy General Officer Commanding, 61
Infantry Division, Commanding Officers, Staff Officars,
Other Ranks and Civil Staff participated in the event
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Model Papers and Exercise Book Packs Distribution

H model papers and exercise book distribution programme was held at Security Force Headquarters (Central) on

Nc:-mmbn: z 24. Accordingly, the children of the members of Sr Lanka Army and civil staff benefited from the

: for Grades 02 to 05, along with exercise book packs were distributed under the

ﬂur:laan' of Majur '_.«F-nenl YAEBEM Tahampaih RWP RSP ndu psc, Commander, Security Forces (Central). Officers,
Other Ranks and the children tock part in the programme.

RY B 025~ l
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Major General K A U Kodithuwakku RSP USP psc IG, General Officer Commanding (GOC), 11 Infantry Division graced
the Colours Awarding Ceremony of Wickramabahu Mational School, Gampola on 21 November 2024 at the request of
Principal of the school. Further, GOC, 11 Infantry Division educated the students on building the future leaders equipped
with the qualities of strong leadership, discipline and responsibilities. Senior Officers, Principal of the school, school
staff, students, and parents paricipated in the event.

NOVEMEER 2024
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Psychological Workshop Successfully Culminated

The third phase of the Psychological Workshop, organised by the Directorate of Media and Psychological Operations,
was held from 25 to 29 November 2024 at the Regimental Centre of the Corps of Engineer Services. 54 Officers
representing various Regiments of the Sri Lanka Army took part in this intensive workshop.

The workshop was included subjects
such as the fundamentals of
psychelogy, target audience analysis,
development  of  psychological
operations objectives, propaganda
and counter-propaganda strategies,
the influence of cultural dynamics on
psycheological operations and the role
of emotional information in shaping
social media.

Expertised lectures both from Army
and civilan institutions conducted
the workshop ensuring a blend of
practical and academic perspectives
enhancing the understanding of
participants.

The formal closing ceremony of
the workshop was held under the
patronage of Major General K A N
Rasika Kumara ndc psc, Director
General of Media and Psychological
Operations.
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Traditional Katina Pinkama
at 5ri Sambodhi Viharaya,
Mullaitivu

The fraditional Katina Pogja Ceremony at Sn
Sambodhi Viharaya was held in Mullaitivu on 09 and
10 November 2024 under the guidance of Venerable
Thissapura Gunarathana Thero. Troops of 12 Si
Lanka Light Infantry Regiment, and 10 Sri Lanka Sinha
Regiment lent their assistance under the guidance of
Major General D R N Hettiarachchi RWFP RSP USP,
General Officer Commanding, 592 Infantry Division,
and Brigadier M J Ubeysekera RSP psc, Commander,
591 Infantry Brigade.

200 dewvoteas representing WKokkilai, Mugegoda,
Pilivandala, Padukka, Gampaha, Nittambuwa,
Warakapola, Padavi Sripura paricipated in this
meritorious deed.

24 Infantry Division
Celebrates 11" Anniversary

N

4

The 11" anniversary of 24 Infantry Division was
held on 27 October 2024 with the series of religious
events under the patronage of Major General
W LA C Perera RWP RSP USP, General Officer Commanding, 24 Infantry Division. The anniversary celebrations
began with a Bedi Pooja held on 26 October 2024 at the temple located in 24 Infantry Division premises to invoke the
blessings for the Officers and Other Ranks serving at 24 Infantry Division. Further, an almsgiving was also held for 11
Buddhist monks.

A three day disaster response training workshop
was held at 22 Infantry Division Headquarters from
28 to 30 October 2024 for 07 Officers and 131 Other
Ranks serving under Security Force Headguarters
(East). Instructors from Sri Lanka Army Centre for
Disaster Response Training in Gampola conducted
the workshop aiming to enhance the disaster response
capabilities of Army personnel within the Security Force
Headquarters (East).
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GOC 64 Infantry Division Visits
11 5111

L . [ o
Major General V' D S Perera, General Officer Commanding (GOC) of 64 Infantry Division, visited the Battalion Training
School, Mulankavil on 24 November 2024. The Commanding Officer of 11" Battalion, Sri Lanka Light Infantry (11
SLLI) warmly welcomed the GOC according a ceremonial Guard Tumout. Addressing the troops, GOC highlighted
the importance of training and encouraged the troops to stay dedicated and focused on achieving their training goals.
Further, he recalled his memories at 11 SLLI as 05" Commanding Officer during the troops address.

143 Infantry Brigade commemorated its 14" anniversary under the patronage of Brigadier K AD T P Wimalasena RWP
RSP, Commander of 143 Infantry Brigade, on 30 November 2024, The anniversary celebrations included with a drive
pass to the Commander of 143 Infantry Brigade, planting saplings and All Ranks tea.

23 Infantry Division Initiates a Tree Planting Programme

In line with the 75" anniversary of the Sn Lanka Army,
troops of 23 Infantry Division organised a tree planting
programme on 09 October 2024 at the 23 Infantry
Division Headguarter premises with the participation
of Major General W P Kariyawasam, General Officer
Commanding and troops of 23 Infantry Division. Nearly
600 saplings were planted, including jackfruit, lime,
beli, wood apple and karada under the programme.
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Sapling Planting Initiative from
10{V) Gemunu Waftch - N W

The troops of 10 (V) Gemunu Watch (GW) initiated a tree planting
programme at Sirinathakulam Junction to Thirukethishwaram
Junction on 09 November 2024 following the conceptual notion of
Colonel | P Jayasinghe RWP, Commander, 541 Infantry Brigade.
Further, students from Gauriambal Government Tamil Mix School
and villagers from Magathalu, participated in the event.

Troops of 8 Battalion of Sri Lanka National Guard extending their
manpower and technical expertise constructed a new house for a
desenving family resided at Damana in Ampara area.

Brigadier L L D N Pathiratne RSP USP, Commander, 241 Infantry Brigade and Brigadier K P L Amunupure RWP RSP
USP, Commander, 242 Infantry Brigade together vasted the new house for the beneficiary on 09 Octobar 2024. The
philanthropists in the area extended financial generosity for the project. The housing project was executed under the
supenvision of Major E D S K Deniyvaya, Commanding Officer, 8 Battalion of Sri Lanka MNational Guard. In line with the
same event, matemity gift parcels were also distributed among 25 expecting mothers in the area,

Commanding Officer of 1 SL3R Assumes the Office

]

Major M A N C Wickramazinghe RWP RSP USP psc
assumed the duties following the auspicious time as the
newly appointed Commanding Officer of 1*Battalion of
Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment (SLSR) on 11 November
2024. After assuming the duties, the newly appointed
Commanding Officer, 1" Battalion of Sri Lanka Sinha
Regiment addressed the troops and inspected the
administration and welfare facilities.
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New Vehicle Yard at 24 Infantry Division

The troops of 24 Infantry Division constructed a new vehicle
yard in order to increase the operational readiness and
vehicle maintenance on time in its Area of Responsibility.
The newly established vehicle yard is also consisted of the
specialised mechines and tools which are required for the
armeour and light vehicle repairs.

The initiative was executed under the guidance of Major
General W L AC Perera BWP RSP USP, General Officer
Commanding (GOC), 24 Infantry Division on 16 October
2024,

S Workshop on Engineers Service Procedures

-

Az per the directive and guidance of Major General W P
Kariyawasam, General Officer Commanding, 23 Infantry
Division, a workshop to enhance the understanding of
the Officers and Other Ranks on Engineers Service
Procedures was held 25 October 2024 at 23 Infanfry
Division Headquarters in Punani. Major U G B S
Abeygunawardhana, Officer Commanding of 31 Squadron
Corps of Engineer Services conducted the workshop. The
workshop included the critical topics such as the role and
tasks of the Corps of Engineer Services, marching in and
out procedures, and barrack damages and procedure.

New Home for a Deserving Family from
7 V) 5ri Lanka Armoured Corps

The new house constructed on behalf of Mr. K Jayasinghe, resided in Alagamuwa, Kekirawa was handed over in line
with the 75™anniversary of the Sr Lanka Amy. Major General P A M Peiris (Retd) RSP USP psc graced the occasion
as a special guest with Major General W M 8 C K Wanasinghe RSP USP, General Officer Commanding, 21 Infantry
Division and Brigadier R M C Rathnayaka RWP RSP USP Commander, 212 Infantry Brigade for the house warming
ceremony. Troops of the 7 (V) Sri Lanka Armoured Corps extended manpower and technigue expertise while Mr. Rohan
Gunasekara from Mount Lavinia provided much reguired financial spensorship for this project.
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Community Projects from 241 Infantry Brigade
i e

-

Two community projects were launched under the supervision of Brigadier L S D N Pathirathna RSP USF, Commander,
241 Infantry Brigade. Accordingly, the troops renovated the main road from Ampara to llukchena together with the
residents in the area under the fullest supervision of Commanding Officer, 11 Sr Lanka National Guard. Further, the
troops of the 18 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment (VIR) donated school items at the Vision Hope Day Care Centre in
Pandirippu on 01 October 2024,

Spectacles Distributed for
School Thildren

A programme o distribute the spectacles for three
visually impaired school children was held under
the patronage of Brigadier R M C Ratnayake RWP
RSP USSP, Commander, 212 Infantry Brigade on
09 October 2024,

Extending a heartwarming community gesture,
troops of the 10 (V) Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment
(VIR} organised a nutritious lunch for the children
of Senth Pills Meris Preschool, located in J/426
Champiyvanpaththu (Morth) Grama Niladhari Division
on 18 November 2024,

The initiative was executed under the directives of
the Commanding Officer, 10 (V) VIR. Teachers and
parents of the children also participated in the event.

B 0 S
NOVEMBER 2024 26




BELLATGR T2
Prosthefic Limbs Distribution at 22 Infanitry Division

A Prosthetic Limbs Distribution programme was held
at the 22 Infantry Divisions Headquarters from 17 to 19
October 2024,

The community project aimed to provide an assistance
for the differently abled people of the Sri Lanka Army.
Directorate of Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture
and Livestock, Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture
and Livestock Seva Vanitha Branch (SLACAL - SVB),
Colombo Friend-in-MNeed Society, Rotary Club of Capital
City and Lanka Ashok Leyland extended their much
required assistance for the community project.

During the programme, 27 prosthetic limbs were
distributed among 25 amputees from the Sinhala,
Muslim, and Tamil communities. Major General
UKD DP Udugama RWP RSP USP ndc psc, General
Officer Commanding, 22 Infantry Division, Mr. Supem
Silva former President of Colombo Friend-in-Meed
Society and member of its Director Board, Mr Hematha
Aponsu, President of Rotary Club of Capital City, Dr.
Sandul Aponsu and Mr Gihan Panditaratne, former
member of Rotary Club of Capital City, Dr. Sanjeewa
Rajapaksa, Member of Management Board, Colombao
Friend-in-Meed Society Mr. S Jegatheswaran, President
of Rotary Club of Capital City, Trincomalee and Brigade
Commanders of 222 and 223 Infantry Brigade took part
in the programme,

Sri Lanka Artillery Giffs a New Home for a
Soldier in Minneriy

E_:'

In line with the 75" anniversary of the Sri Lanka
Army, the troops of 7 Sri Lanka Arillery (7 SLA),
constructed a new house for Bombardier Kumara
H M AP, a Non-Commissioned Officer, resided at
Maharathmale, Minneriya on 30 October 2024,

23 Infantry Division. The Commander, 231 Infantry Brigade
supervised the project. Officers and Other Ranks of 7 SLA
extended much required financial generosity and manpower

The Non-Commizsioned Officer had faced along with the required supplies for the construction,

numerous hardships with his wife and three children
without having a house. The community project
was implemented following the directives of the
Commander of Security Forces (East) with the
guidance of the General Officer Commanding,

Major General S A Kulathunga RWP RSP WSV USP psc,
Commander of Security Forces (East) officially handed over
the new house to the beneficiary.
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The Directorate of Media and
Psychological Operations successfully
hosted another session under its series
of workshops at 24 Infantry Division
and Combat Training School in Ampara
on 20 November 2024,

Lieutenant Colonel E A A S Chaminda
conducted an interactive session
sharing wartime stories highlighting
the endurance, perseverance, and
unwavering dedication of War Heroes
of the Sri Lanka Army under theme
“Soldier Mofivation through War
Literature®, aiming to instil a sense
of pride and motivation among the
attendees while inspiring them to reflact
the valour and sacrifices made by the
War Heroes.

In addition, Major M H M S Bandara
Lsc delivered an educational lecture
on the responsible use of social media
for Army personnel under the theme
of “Proud Soldier’, addressing the
importance of maintaining a disciplined
online presence while avoiding ilegal
activities.

The Basic Tamil Language Course (2024/11)
Successfully Culminates

NOVEMBER 2024 28

The dosing ceremony of ‘Basic Tamil Language Course
Mumber - II' initiated by 1 Military Intelligence Corps in
Vavuniya under the direction of Major General J P C Peiris
RWP RSP nde, Commander, Security Forces (Wanni) with
the fullest supervision of Brigadier K M V Kodituwakku,
Brigadier General Staff, Security Forces (Wanni) was held
on 23 Movember 2024, Colonel R M Subasingha RSP,
Colone| General Staff, Security Forces (Wanni) graced the
evant as the Chief Guest. The closing ceremony was also
included with a concert exhibiting Tamil language skills of
course attendees. 39 Other Ranks representing several
Regiments of the Sr Lanka Army followed the course.
Private Dilrangi K G N S of 2 (V) Sr Lanka Army Women's
Corp was awarded as the best student of the course.
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n SAKYA YOUTH GROUP
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Donation Programme for
Students of AMP/Galkanda
Primary School

24 Infantry Division organised a donation programme to facilitate the under-developed Amp/Galkanda
Primary School on 28 October 2024 under the patronage of Major General W L A C Parera RWP RSP
USP, General Officer Commanding, 24 Infantry Division. During the programme, musical instruments
for the school band were donated to the school authority. Colonel B D T D Jayaratne psc, Colonel
General Staff Officer, Security Forces (West) and Dr. Koumadi Karunagoda coordinated the project

Further, Most Venerable Royal Pandithdigamadulle Wimalananda Thero and Sakya Youth Group
Berwick, Melboume, Australia extended the much required financial assistance for the project

New Officers’ Mess for
I* Engineer Services I{egiment

Major General K A N Rasika Kumara nde psc, Colonel
Commandant Corps of Engineer Services, Director General of
Media and Psychological Operations and the Spokesperson
of the Sri Lanka Army inaugurated newly constructed Officers’
Mess at 1 Engineer Services Regiment (1 ESR) at the
invitation Lieutenant Colonel P A A S Perera, Commanding
Officer, 1 ESR on 06 November 2024. This Officers’ Mess
was constructed fulfiling a longstanding requirement with the
manpower and technical expertise of the troops of 1 ESR.
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