The New Year d
Under visll:lna

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf - ndu psc |G of the Sri Lanka Artillery assumes duties
as the 25" Commander of the Sri Lanka Army.
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Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo

RSP ctf-ndu psc 1G of the Sri Lanka
Artillery assumed duties as the 25"
Commander of the Sri Lanka Army
on 31 December 2024 during a
formal ceremony held at the Army
Headguarters.

Major General KAW N H
Bandaranayake USP, Adjutant

General of the Sri Lanka Army, warmiy

welcomed the new Commander
and then ushered him to the parade

ground, where he reviewed the Guard

of Honour. Then, Dr. Kirinde Assaji

Mayaka Thero, Chief Incumbent of the

Gangaramaya Temple and members
of the Maha Sangha commenced
religious cbservances blessings the
new Commander of the Army at the
Commander's Office.

As the chanting of ‘Seth Pirith’
resonated, the new Commander of

the Army, signed the formal document

signifying his acceptance of the office

as Commander of the Army amidst the

blessings from multi-religious clergy.
Mrs. Swendrini Rodrigo, Spouse of
the Commander of the Army and
family members were present at the
gracious occasion,

The ceremony concluded with a
customary tea party held at the
multifunctional hall at the Army
Headquarters. The newly appointed
Commander of the Army later
addressed the troops, sharing his
vision and thoughts for the future.
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Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP
ctf-ndu pse IG joined the Regular Force of
the Sri Lanka Army as an Officer Cadet on
20 January 1989 under Regular Intake - 31
(IMA). He underwent basic military training at
the prestigious Sri Lanka Military Academy,
Diyatalawa, and subsequently at the Indian
Military Academy. Upon successfully
completing his Officer Cadet training, he was
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant and
posted to the Sri Lanka Artillery.

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP
ctf-ndu psc IG broadened his expertise

through extensive training and professional
development, completing numerous local and
foreign courses, including a Master of Arts in
Strategic Security Studies from the National
Defence University (NDU), Washington DC,
LISA (2019-2020) and a Master of Science in
Security and Strategic Studies from the General
Sir John Kotelawala Defence University (KDU).
Additionally, he earned a Diploma in United
States Joint Professional Military Education
Phase Il and Senior Level Education from NDU,
Washington DC, USA. He is also a graduate of
Long Gunnery Staff Course, Schoal of Artillery
in India, Army Command and Staff College Sri
Lanka (presently Defence Services Command
and Staff College) and Military Academy (IMA),
Dehradun, India.

The special achievements of his career include
serving as the President of the International
Students’ Committee during the International
Counterterrorism Fellowship Programme at the
Mational Defence University in Washington, DC
(MDU), being selected for the Award of the Best
Foreign Student during the same programme
in 2020.

Over a distinguished military career spanning
36 years, he has held several significant
command, staff, and instructional appointments.
These include Officer Instructor at the Army
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Training School, Madhuru Oya, General Staff Officer Il (Intelligenca/
Security) at the Directorate of Operations, General Staff Officer

Il (Operations) at the Headquarters of the 53 Infantry Division,
General Staff Officer | (Operations) al the Headquarters of the 22
Infantry Division and Commanding Officer of the 18* Field Regiment
Sn Lanka Artillery (RFT) during the Humanitarian Operations at
Thoppigala and Mannar, where resettiemeant of internally displaced
persons (IDPs) occurred after the conflict,

He also served as the Head of the Training Team at the Officers'
Study Centre (OSC) - Sri Lanka Military Academy, Chief Instructor
of the OSC, Directing Staff at the Defence Services Command
and Staff College, and Head of the Training Team (HOTT) at the
same institution. In addition, he commanded the 663 and 661
Infantry Brigades in Pooneryn, contributing to nation-building,

and reconciliation efforts in 2018 and 2019. He held roles such as
Director of Overseas Operations at Army Headquarters, General
Officer Commanding of the 66 Infantry Division in Pooneryn and
played a pivotal role in reconciliation, reconstruction and maintaining
law and order.

Subsequently, he served as the Commandant of the Defence
Services Command and Staff College, Commander of Security
Forces (Central), Colonel Commandant of the Sri Lanka Artillery,
Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force and Deputy
Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army. The well experienced Senior
Officer is also decorated with the Rana Sura Padakkama (RSF) for
his brave conduct in Humanitarian Operations in the Morth and East
areas. He is the fourth Commander of the Army produced by the Sri
Lanka Artillery Regiment.
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The 99% Passing Qut Parade (POP) of the Sri Lanka Military
Academy was held under the gracious participation of Major
General K P AJayasekara (Retd) WwWY RSP V5V USP ndc
psc, Deputy Minister of Defence, as the Chief Guest at the
invitation of Lieutenant General H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP
ndu, Commander of the Army. During the solemn yet dignified
ceremony, the Sri Lanka Military Academy (SLMA) in
Diyatatawa honoured Mother Lanka commissioning 222
Officer Cadets on 21 December 2024,

The Chief Guest, Major General K P A Jayasekara
(Retd) Wwh RSP VSV USP ndc psc, Deputy Minister
of Defence together with Air Vice Marshal Sampath
Thuyacontha (Retd) WWWV, RWP and two Bars,

RSP and Bar, USP, MMSc (Strat Stu - China),

M5c (Def Stu) in Mgt, MSc (Def & Strat Stu),

1 fndu (China), psc, Secretary to the Ministry
ggth P ass I n g 0 ut of Defence, and Lisutenant General H LV

M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander

of the Army presented the symbolic
a ra e at Presidential Commissioning Swords to
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The newly Commissioned Officers
included Officer Cadets from Intakes

893 B, SC 21, and SC 22, along with

ten foreign Officer Cadets from Uganda,
Kenya, Gambia, and Zambia. Major

U B Marasinghe USP psc of the Sri Lanka
Artillery served as the Parade Commander.

Then the Chief Guest conferrad the Special
awards to the best achievers from each

Intake at the invitation of Major General UL J
5 Perera RSP USP psc, Commandant, SLMA.

Accordingly, the Battalion Under Officer DR K
Jayakodi earmed the First-in-Order of Merit in
Regular Officer Cadet Intake 93 B and Officer
Cadet G A P Herath earned the First-in-Order
of Merit in Regular Officer Cadet Intake SC 21.
Platoon Under Officer K. M 3 Herath earned the
First-in-Crder of Merit in Regular Officer Cadet
Intake SC 22.
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Major General K P A Jayasekara
(Retd) WWW RSP VSY USP
ndc psc, Deputy Minister of
Defence paid a farmal visit

to Army Headguarters on 16
December 2024 at the invitation
of Lieutenant General H L VW

M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu,
Commander of the Amy. Troops
of the Gemunu Watch warmly
welcomed the Deputy Minister
of Defence according a Guard
of Honour in accordance with
military traditions.

During the official meeting at
the Commander's Office, the
Deputy Minister of Defence

and the Commander of the
Army discussed matters of
mutual interest and significance.
Faollowing this, Major General W

Deputy Minister of Defence
Visits Army Headquarters

L
i
oy

P A D W Nanayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu,

Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army briefed
present status and future prionties of the
Sri Lanka Army. During this interaction,
the Deputy Minister of Defence explained
the importance of modemising the Army

to face modern threats. He particularty
highlighted the need to maintain military
decorum while optimising resources. In
his maiden addrass to the troops at the
Army Headquarters, the Deputy Minister
of Defence commended the unwavering
commitment of the Army to safeguard the
nation's sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Further, he highlighted the Army's critical
rale in maintaining peace and stability
while encouraging All Ranks to uphold
operational efficiency and discipline in

facing challenges.
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Graduation Ceremony of DSCé
Course No -18 Held

The graduation ceremony of the Defence Services Command and Staff College (DSCSC) Course No -18was held on 12
December 2024 at the Nelum Pokuna Theatre. Lieutenant General H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the
Army also attended the evenl, graced by Major General K P A Jayasekara (Retd) WWY RSP VSV USP ndc psc, Deputy
Minister of Defence as the Chief Guest at the invitation of Major General D K S K Dolage USP psc, Commandant, DSCSC.,

The DSCSC Course Mo -18 was
comprised of 150 undergraduates
including 25 foreign Officers, 78 Army,

21 Navy and 26 Air Force Officers, During
the event, the graduates received the
‘passed staff college’ (psc) in the occasion
in front of the host of reputed scholars and
invitees,

Heads of diplomatic missions and

other members of the diplomatic corps,
members of the Board of Management

of the DSCSC, former members of the
academia, Senior Officers of the Tri-
services, spouses, parents and next of kin
of the graduates were also present during
the caremaony.
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Mother

Regiment

Felicitates

the Outgoing
™. Chief of

Defence Staff
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The Gajaba Regiment (GR) paid an exceptional and
ceremonious tribute to one of its most illustrious members,
General Shavendra Silva WWVY RWP RSP V3V USP ndc
psc MPhil, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), on 29 December
2024, The occasion marked the culmination of his
g remarkable tenure, signifying a milestone of his illustrious
# professionalism defined by unwavering dedication and
W exemplary service o the Sr Lanka Armmy and the nation.

¥ The formalities commenced with a solemn floral tnbute
at the Regimental Monument by the outgoing CDS.
The troops of Gajaba Regiment then extended a
§ colourful Guard Turnout to their outgoing CDS reflecting
o the profound respect for their remarkable leader.

Afterwards, the outgoing CDS participated in a floral tribute
to the statue of the late Major General Wijaya Wimalaratne
FEWP RSP VsV USP psc, symbolically paying homage
te the Father of the Regiment. Subsequently, the grand
caremonial parade was held showcasing the deep respect
and pride for the enduring legacy of the outgoing CDS.
| Concluding the events, the traditional Mess Night was held
at the GR Officers’ Mess with the participation of Officers and
distinguished guests extending a tribute to the inspirational
Army leader. The staff of Bellator magazine extends its
gratitude towards the outgaing Senior Officer for his excellent
service, visionary leadership, and unwavering commitment
to the Army and the Nation. His legacy will continue to
inspire future generations of the Army for years to come.
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Sri Lanka Army Honours Outgoing Chief of Defence
Staff in Farewell Ceremony
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The Sri Lanka Army bade an illustrious farewell to General Shavendra Silva WWY RWP RSP VY5V USP ndc psc
MPhil, the outgoing Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) on 31 December 2024 at the Sri Lanka Army Headguarters. Upon
his arrival, General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil was warmly welcomed by Lieutenant
General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu pse IG, the Commander of the Army with a ceremonial Guard of Honour.

Following the formalities, the Senior Officer posed for photographs and addressed the troops, extending
his gratitude while commending the dedication of the troops imparting his eamest wishes for their
confinued success. In a gesture emblematic of mulual respect and camaraderie, the Commander of
the Army presented a symbolic token of appreciation o the departing CDS, which was reciprocated.

A Salute to Service The formal farewell of the 24" Commander of the Army, General
H HLWY M Liyvanage RWP RSP ndu was held at the Regimental
Held for the OUtgolng Headgquarters of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry (SLLI), Panagoda,

Commander of the on 30 December 2024. The troops of Sri Lanka Light Infantry
extended a Guard Turmout following military formalities.

During an Al-Ranks tea session, the outgoing Commander
of the Army engaged with Officers and Other Ranks, sharing
his thoughts. He later addressed Principal Staff Officers and
Field Commanders at the Army Headguarters, expressing
gratitude for their unwavering support throughout his command.

The ceremonial handing over of duties took place in the Commander’s
Office, where the new Commander of the Army, Major General Lasantha
Rodrige RSP ctf-ndu psc IG of the Sri Lanka Artillery, assumed
his responsibilities. This was followed by a group photograph with
Principal Staff Officers. A photograph of the outgoing Commander
of the Armmy was also unveiled at the Commander's Office.

The ceremony concluded with a traditional street-line, during
which Principal Staff Officers, Directors, Senior Officers and
Other Ranks assembled to bid farewell to the outgoing
Commander. The resonant chants of “Jaya Sri,
Jaya Sri," symbolised the deep respect and
admiration for a leader who dedicated two

years and seven months to
elevating the Army's
professionalism
and prestige.



Gajaba Regiment Bids Farewell to the Outgoing
Commander of the Army

The Gajaba Regiment (GR) ceremonially bids farewell to an epic member of the Keterian family, Lieutenant
General H LV M Liyvanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army on 289 December 2024, The event marked a
significant moment of respect and gratitude for his exemplary service.

The formalities for the outgoing Commander of the Army commenced with a solemn floral tribute at the
Regimental Monument, followed by a Guard Turnout presented by the GR troops. Then a floral tribute to the statue of
the Late Major General Wijaya Wimalaratne RWP RSP VSV USP psc was conducted as a gesture of paying homage to
the Father of the Regiment. This was followed by a ceremonial parade, showcasing the Regiment's pride and discipline.
During the All-Ranks Tea Session, the outgoing Commander of the Army interacted with Officers and Other Ranks of the
Regiment, sharing thoughts and reflections on their journey. Adding to the farewell formalities, a traditional Mess Might
was held at the Officers’ Mess of the GR on the previous evening for the Commander of the Army

An event to pay heartfelt
fribute to the outgoing Commander
of the Armmy and Colonel of the
Regiment, 3Sri Lanka MNational
Guard (SLNG), Lieutenant General
H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu
was held on 28 December 2024,

Upon his arrival at the SLNG
Regimental Centre, the Commander
of the Army was warmly welcomed
by Brigadier H A Keerthinatha RSP
KSP psc, the Centre Commandant
of SLNG. Thereafter, he was
accorded a Guard Turnout by the
SLNG troops, followed by a Guard
of Honour. Then, the Outgoing
Colonel of the Regiment took In his farewell address, the Outgoing Colonel of the Regiment expressed
part in an All-Ranks Tea Session his gratitude to all SLNG members for their unwavering support and dedication
interacting with Officers and soldiers.  throughout his tenure. He highlighted the collective achievements of the

regiment and encouraged the troops to uphold their commitment to excellence.
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Commander of the Army
Awards Cash Incentives to the
Winners of Sri Lanka Army Art
Competition - 2024

Lieutenant General H LV M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army, presented certificates and cash incentives
to the winners of the S Lanka Army At Competition - 2024 on 27 December 2024 at the Army Commander's Office
in Army Headquarters. This event was organised by the Directorate of Media and Psychological Operations as part of
the 75" Anniversary celebrations of the Sri Lanka Army. with the aim of highlighting the exceptional artistic talents of
Army personnel uplifting their creativity. Lisutenant S M J A B Samarakoon Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps won
First place and Warrant Officer || Ruwan Kumara B M S Sri Lanka Medical Corps won Second place. Warrant Officer
Il Abeygunarathne A D Sri Lanka Medical Corps won third place, Additionally, 10 talented artists received the Award of
Distinction, while another 10 received the Award of Merit, recognising their exceplional artistic abilities.
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Army Drill &
Pace Stick
Competition
Prize Awarding
Ceremony

The prize awarding ceremony of the Army Inter-Regiment Drill and
Pace Stick Campetition - 2024 was held on 18 December 2024 at the
Sri Lanka Light Infantry (SLLI) Parade Square in Panagoda. Lieutenant
General H LV M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army,
graced the event as the Chief Guest.

The competition was organised under the guidance of the Adjutant
General and the Director, Directorate of Personnel Administration and
held from 26 August to 02 September 2024 at the 6 Sri Lanka Artillery
Parade Square. The trophies and prizes were awarded to the winners
by the Chief Guest of the event. Marking the history, the Commander of
the Army also awarded special Commemorative Medals for outstanding
individual performances for the first time in the history appreciating
individual talents. After the presentation of awards, the Commander of
the Army extended his congratulations to all winners and participants
before posing for group photographs.
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Students of Devi Balika Girls College, Ananda College,
Royal College, Colombo, Dharmashoka College,
Maliyadewa Girls College, Mahamaya Girls College,
Yashodara Devi Girls College, Vijaya College, Vidura
College, Tissa Central College, Tamil Central College,
Vavuniya, St. Thomas College, Matale, Sinmavo
Bandaranayake College, Colombo, Nalanda College,
Colombo, Mahanama College, Colombo, Karandeniya
Central College, Ikra Muslim College, Punani,
Homagama Central College, Hindu College, Jaffna,
Defence College, and Anula Girls College and the
Hermann Loose and De Soyza Trophy winners,
Cadet Platoons, school bands, and prefects
witnessed the event. The participants experienced
the discipline, accuracy of the Sri Lanka Army. The
event also aimed to instill a deeper understanding
af the values upheld by the Army and the importance
of teamwark, focus, and dedication, as demonstrated
through the drill competition.

Sri Lanka Light Infantry (SLL1) won the first place and the
Gemunu Watch (GW) secured the second place in Best Drill Team
- Men's category. Sr Lanka Army Women's Corps (SLAWC) secured the
first place while Sri Lanka Corps of Military Police (SLCMP) eamed the Second
place in Best Drill Team - Women's category. Sri Lanka Light Infantry (SLLI) won
the First place in Best Band event pushing Sri Lanka Engineers (SLE) to the
Second place. However, in the event of Best Pace Stick Team, Sri Lanka Light
Infantry (SLLI) scored the first place pushing the Gemunu Watch (GW) to the
sacond place.

In the event of Best Drill Instructor Warrant Officer Il IGSEB J
Ihalagedara, Sri Lanka Engineers won the First place and Captain
S Arjuna, Sri Lanka Armoured Corps won the First place in Best
Commander - Men's category. Captain M Tennakoon, Sri
Lanka Army Women's Corps achieved the First place in Best
Commander - Women's category. Sergeant Wijerathne AG T
L, of the Gajaba Regiment won the First place at Best Band
Master category.

& 8 Major General W P AD W Nanayakkara RSP VSV USP

{ “ﬁ ndu, Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army, the Deputy Chief
b of Staff, Senior Officers, Officers, Other Ranks participated

in the spectacular event.
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Graduation Ceremony of

Logistics Staff Course No. 10

The Graduation
Ceremony of the Logistics
Staff Course (LSC) No. 10
was held at the General Sir
John Kotelawala Defence
University (KDU) auditorium on
05 December 2024. Lieutenant
General H L V M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu, Commander of the
Army, graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest at the invitation
of Brigadier R T Lokuthotahewa
USP psc, Commandant of the
Army School of Logistics (ASL).

The LSC, highly
recognised leading professional
course in Administration and
Logistics, is conducted under the
direct supervision of the Sri Lanka
Army. This intensive, year-long
residential programme concludes
with the conferment of the post-nominal title ‘Lsc’ upon successful completion. Furthermaore, in partnership with KDU, the
ASL offers participants the opportunity to earn a Master of Business Administration in Logistics Management (MBAin LM).

L}

LSC No. 10 commencad on 03 January 2024 with the participation of 27 Officers including 24 Officers from
Sri Lanka Army, two Officers from Sri Lanka Air Force and one Officer from Zambian Army. The Chief Guest presented
Parchments to the graduates in the order of precedence and special awards were conferred upon Officers who
demonstrated exceptional academic performance. Major V 5 K Samarawickrama of the Sri Lanka Army Ordnance Corps
was recognised as both the Best Student Officer and the Best Logistics Planner of LSC No. 10. During the ceremony, the
“Golden Log 2024", the ASL's annual journal was officially presented to the Chief Guestand other distinguished attendees.

The Chief of Staff, Deputy Chief of Staff, Vice Chancellor of KDU, Heads of Diplomatic Missions,
members of the Diplomatic Corps, the ASL Board of Management, members of the academic community,
Senior Officers from the Tri-services, and the families of the graduates participated in the event
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The Commander of the Army Inspires DSCSC Undergraduates on
Future of the Sri Lanka Army

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army inspired the undergraduates of
Course No. 18 at the Defence Services Command and Staff College (DSCSC) in Sapugaskanda delivering ‘Commander's
Lecture’ on the theme “Reforms of the Sri Lanka Army in 20307, The lecture prospected critical aspects of modernisation,
capacity enhancement, technological integration and strategic adaptability outlining a progressive development of the
Sri Lanka Army.

Delivering the welcoming speech, Major General D K S K Dolage USP psc, Commandant of DSCSC introducad
the Commander of the Army to the audience. 150 undergraduates, including 78 Officers from Army, 21 Officers from
Mawvy, 26 Officers from Air Force, and 25 foreign Officers from Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, the USA, and Zambia toock part in the session. At the end of the lecture,
DSCSC undergraduates had a rare privilege to interact with the guest speaker during a questicn-and-answer session.
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The ‘Inter-Regiment Sports Championship 2024' was held at the Grand Maitland on 03 December 2024.
Lieutenant General H L V' M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army graced the occasion as the Chief Guest
at the invitation of Brigadier L K T Fernando RSP USP, Director of the Directorate of Sports.

Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu, Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army, Colonel
of the Regiment of Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment (SLSR) and the Chairman of the Army Sports Committee delivered the
welcoming speech extending a warm reception to the guests. Subsequently, Major General B K G M L Rodrigo RSP
psc 1G, Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army and Colonel Commandant of S Lanka Artillery and Major General AH L
G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, Commander, Security Forces (West) and Colonel Commandant of the Corps of Sni
Lanka Engineers presented trophies lo the winners. Additionally, cash incentives for sportsmen and sportswomen who
brought international achievements during the year were also awarded.
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Marking the dawn of Chrisimas and
Mew Year, the annual Christmas Carols
Service was held on 17 December 2024
at St. Lucia's Cathedral, Kotahena.

Air Vice Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha

(Retd) WW, RWP and two Bars, RSP

and Bar, USP, MMSe (Strat Stu - China),

MSc (Def Stu) in Mgt, MSc (Def & Strat

Stu), fndu (China), psc, Secretary to

the Ministry of Defence, graced the

e spectacle eavent as the Chief Guest

at the invitation of Lieutenant

General H L V M Liyanage RWP

RSP ndu, Commander of the
Army together with the Army

Christian Fellowship. His

Eminence Rt. Rev. Dr. Malcolm

Cardinal Ranjith, Archbishop

= of Colombo also dignified the

avent with his honourable
presence,

Army Christmas
Carols 2024
at St. Lucia's

Cathedral

Mrs. Janaki Liyanage,
President of Army Seva
Vanitha Unit and spouses
of Senior Officers were
among other invitees tothe
occasion.The event conducted
in all three major languages - Sinhala,
Tamil and English sharing the joy
singing the odes to the Prince of the
Peace, Jesus Christ and heralding his
birth while praying for world peace and
prosperity.

Commander of the Navy, Former
Commanders of the Army, Past
Chairmen of the Army Christian
Fellowship, Principal Staff Officars,
Senior Officers, Officers, Retired
Officars, War Heroes from Ranaviru
Sevana and Abimansala along with
their family members participated in the
event,



The Alumni Interaction event
was held at the Indian Military
Academy (IMA) from 06 to 09
December 2024 in Dehradun,
India, fostering ties between
IMA alumni from courses 86
and &7,

Major General WP AD W
MNanayakkara RSP V3V USP
ndu, Chief of Staff of the S
Lanka Army and Colonel

of the Regiment of the Sri
Lanka Sinha Regiment, Major
General MGWWWMCB
Wickramasinghe RWP RSP
ndu psc, Commandant of the
Sri Lanka Army Volunteer
Foree and Colonel of the
Regiment of the Gajaba
Regiment, Major General
AHLG Amarapala RWP
RSP ndc psc, Commander,
Security Forces (West) and
Colonel Commandant of

Sri Lanka Engineers, Major
General W H K 5 Peins
(Retd) RWF RSP VSV USP
ndu, Major General LC R
Jayasuriya (Retd) RWP ndc
psc, Major General SR B
Aluvihare (Retd) RWP RSP
ndu psc and Brigadier R M J
B Rathnayake RSF, Director,
Directorate of Maintenance
Management, Army Hospital
participated in the event at the
invitation of the Indian Army.

The event commenced with a
warm reception extendad by
Ligutenant General Sandeep
Jain, Commandant of the
Indian Military Academy.
Following the initial session,
the visiting delegation
attended an orientalion
briefing on the training
programmes conducted at
the IMA. Afterwards, the
delegation participated in

A solemn wreath-laying

ceremony at the War Memorial

Statue inaugurated by Indian
Army Field Marshal Sam
Manekshaw MC.

The delegation then interacted
with foreign Officer Cadets
including Sri Lankan Officer
Cadets currently undergoing
training. Also, the Head of

the delegation and several
Senior Officers addressed

the gathering of over 800
Officer Cadets including

>

Special Delegation for
Indian Military Academy
(IMA) Alumni from Sri Lanka

Directing Staffs and Instructors, sharing insights on military leadership, professional
development and career experiences at Khetrapal auditorium. The visit highlighted
the military cooperation, friendship and diplomatic relationship between two Armies
and the two nations while strengthening professional ties among IMA alumni.
Further, this was the first ever largest delegation comprised of six Major Generals

and a Brigadier of Sri Lanka Army to India.
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New SLAVF
Commandant
Assumes
Duties

Major General M GW W W MC B
Wickramasinghe RWP RSP ndu
psc assumed duties as the 58"
Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army
Volunteer Force (SLAVF) on 05
December 2024 at the Volunteer
Force Headguarters amidst formal
military traditions.

Troops of the SLAVF extended a Guard Tumout to the
new Commandant of the SLAVF at the entrance. Then,
the Commandant paid tribute to Fallen War Heroes at
the memaorial of the late Caplain Saliva Aladeniva PWV
before inspecting the Guard of Honour. After addressing
the troops, the Commandant, SLAVF took part in the
All Ranks tea. Senior Officers, Officers, and Other
Ranks attended the occasion,

SLAVF Conducts a Dry Ration Packs
Distribution Programme

The Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force (SLAVF) conducted the third phase of dry ration packs distribution programme
at the multi-functional hall of the SLAVF on 17 December 2024, under the supervision of the Deputy Commandant
(Acting) and Inspector of Training, SLAVF. Major General M G W W W M C B Wickramasinghe RWP RSP ndu psc,
Commandant, SLAVF graced the event as the Chief Guest. During the programme, dry ration packs including essential
food itemns, each worth over Rs. 500000 were distributed among 100 Other Ranks and civil staff of the SLAVF. Senior
Officers, Officers, Other Ranks and Civil staff participated in the event,
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Deputy Head
of Mission
Switzerland Visits

Security Force
Headquarters
MEE)]

Mr. Olivier Praz, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Switzerland to Sri Lanka and Maldives paid a courtesy
visit to the Security Force Headquarters (Jaffna) on 16 December 2024 with the objective of receiving an update on the
Army's ongoing community projects.

Major General M T | Mahalekam WWY RWP RSP USP ndu psc, Commander of 1 Corps and Acting Commander
of Security Forces (Jaffna) warmly welcomed the delegation and delivered a briefing on the tasks performed by the
Army, with a special focus on community relations projects, security, and other general matters of concern.

Commander,
Security Forces

(Wanni) Visits Under
Command Battalions

Major General J P C Peiris BWP
RSP ndc, Commander, Security
Forces (Wanni) visited the 9"
Battalion of Gajaba Regiment
and 5 (\) Gajaba Regiment under
command to 21 Infantry Division
on 30 November 2024. The visit
aimed to inspect the opearational
P++enhance the morale of the
troops and strengthen the co-
existence among each unit.

The Commanding Officers of

the respective Battalions briefed
their responsibilities, roles, lasks
and currant commitments of

the respective Battalions. Major
General WM S C K Wanasinghe
RSP USSP, General Officer
Commanding, 21 Infantry Division,
Brigadier T D P Siriwardane psc,
Commander, 211 Infantry Brigade,
Officers, Non-Commissioned
Officers took part in the visit.
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Security Force Headquarters (East) Supports
the National Winner in Weightlifting

Miss. Inosha Navodya, a talented student of Sewanapitiva Maha Vidyalaya was selected as the national
champion in 49 kg weightlifing category under-17, securing her cpporunity to compete in 2024 Asian Youth and Junior
Weightlifing Championship in Doha, Qatar, from 19 to 25 December 2024. Recognising her potential and financial
challenges in acquiring the necessary equipment to prepare for the event, the Principal of Sewanapitiya Maha Vidyalaya
made a request for the assistance from the Commander, Security Forces (East). Accordingly, Major General K WV N
F Premarathna RSP USP psc, Commander, Security Forces (East) generously donated eighty thousand rupees to
support her preparation and related expenses, The donation ceremony took place at the Security Force Headquarters
(East) on 13 December 2024,

Colonel Commandant, SLAWC Visits Kaluaggala
Detachment

Major General K V N o At N
P Premaratne RSP USP psc, B e
Commander, Security Forces (East)
and Colonel Commandant of the Sni
Lanka Army Women's Corps (SLAWC)
made an official visit to Kaluaggala
Detachment on 17 December 2024.

Major S E Kapugamage,
Officer in Charge of the Kaluaggala
Detachment warmly welcomed their
Colonel Commandant and briefed
on the administrative functions of the
detachment.

Additionally, he addressed
the troops of the Special Operations
Support Group (SOSG) and those
deployed at Panagoda Cantonment.
During his troop address he outlined
his vision and provided necessary
instructions related to  training,
discipline, and securily concerns while
emphasising the importance of uplifting
the detachment and maintaining high
standards in all aspects.
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» A New House Vested From
Sri Lanka Army

Troops of 67 Battalion Gajaba Regiment
constructed a new house and conducted a house
warming for a deserving family in Labunonswa,
Maradankadawala on 10 December 2024. Major
General Lanka Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc,
Commander Security Forces (West) handed over
the house key gracing the simple housewarming
ceremony, marking the official handover of the
newly constructed house to Mr. KD Abeywickrama
and his family. Generous contributions from
local donors provided the financial and material
support necessary for the house's construction.

The Commander Security Forces (West),

Visits 1% Sri Lanka Army Service Corps

Major General AH L
G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc
pse, the Commander Security
Forces  (West), conducted
official wvisit to the 1st Sri
Lanka Armmy Service Corps
{1SLASC) on 11th December
2024. Upaon the arrival at the
1 SLASC, the Commander
Security Forces (West) was
warmly welcomed by Major
KMNMN Medhagedara USP
Lsc, the Commanding Officer,
1 SLASC. After appearing
for the group photograph
the Commanding Officer,
1 SLASC conducted a detailed
briefing on the mission, current
operations, and ongoing
projects of 1 SLASC,

During his wisit, the
Commander Security Forces
(West) visited the Battalion
Office Premises, Bulk Ration
Stores, Vehicle Service Station
and engaged with the staff
members  while  assessing
their operational readiness and
capabilities.
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Renovated Ablanﬁ at Sacred Sripadasthaﬁa
Inaugurated

The troops of the 19" Battalion of Sri Lanka National Guard (19 SLNG) in collaboration with the Engineer
Senvices Regiment completed the renovation of the Ambalama located in Seethagangula area of the Sacred
Sripadasthana Mountain Temple. The project was conducted under the guidance of Major General ¥ A B M Yahampath
FWF RSP ndu psc, Commander, Security Forces (Central) and the supervision of Second-in-Command of the 18 SLNG.
The Ambalama will serve as a temporary rest facility for thousands of pilgrims during the Sripada pilgrimage season.
Major General ¥ A B M Yahampath RWP RSP ndu psc, Commander, Security Forces (Central) officially inaugurated
the facility. The General Officer Commanding of 11 Infantry Division, the Commander of 642 Infantry Brigade, Seniar
Officers and Officers participated in the event.

New Colonel Commandant of SLACAL Assumes Office

Major General U K D D P Udugama RWP RSP USP ndc psc, General Officer Commanding of 22 Infantry
Division assumed duties as the new Colonel Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture & Livestock
(SLACAL) on 10 December 2024 during a brief ceremony held at the Regimental Headquarters, Karandeniya. The
newly appointed Colonel Commandant was warmly welcomed by the Deputy Cenfre Commandant according him a
Guard Turnout. After a short while, the newly appointed Colonel Commandant accompanied by the Centre Commandant
received the Guard of Honour, accorded by SLACAL troops at the Regimental Headquarters. Then Major General U K
D D P Udugama RWF RSP USP ndc psc addressed the troops as a formality, The event concluded with an All-Ranks
tea. Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks participated in the ceremony.
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Vehicle Service Station at 61 Infantry Division
Inaugurated

Warming the newly upgraded Vehicle Service Station at the Head‘quarmrs of 61 lnfantr'_,-' lesmn was Dﬁtc:lail'n,r
held an 16 December 2024 under the patronage of Major General K T P De Silva RSP ndu psc, General Officer
Commanding, 61 Infantry Division.

An Entertaining Event for Differently-abled War Heroes

Gender Equity & Equality Club
of University of Kelaniya conducted an
entertaining programme to enhance the
mental health of differently-abled  War
Heroes at Ranaviru Sewana Rehabilitation
Centre, administrated by Directorate of
Veteran Affairs and Rehabilitation as a
social welfare programme on (4 December
2024. Commandant, Ranaviru Sewana
Rehabilitation Centre, Officers and Other
Ranks, members of Gender Equity &
Equality Club participated in the programme.
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Emergency Fire Rehearsal at Kerawalapitiya Oil

Terminal

An emergency fire response rehearsal was conducted
at the Kerawalapitiva Petroleum Storage Terminals on
13 December 2024 under the guidance of Brigadier

R R De S Dharmawickrema RSP, Commander of 141
Infantry Brigade.

The troops of 141 Infantry Brigade and officials from the
Ceylon Petroleumn Storage Terminals Limited (CPSTL)
collaboratively conducted the exercise. The exercise
was executed with the objective of enhancing inter-
agency coordination and preparedness for effective fire
emargency responses at the oil terminal, ensuring more
efficient collective response capability.

The troops representing 8" Battalion Sri Lanka Light
Infantry Regiment, C Squadron = 1 Regiment of Sri
Lanka Armoured Corps and fire response feams from
the Disaster Management Center, Sapugaskanda Qil
Refinery, Port Authority, Sri Lanka Air Force, Sri Lanka
Nawvy, Gampaha and Colombo Fire Brigades, and the
CPSTL Fire Section took part in the exercise.

Another, comprehensive emergency fire rehearsal
conducted by the Fire and Safety Bureau of Ceylon
Petroleum Storage Terminals Limited (CPSTL) was
held at Petroleum Storage Terminals in Magalle on
21 November 2024. The exercise was aimed at
enhancing preparedness and response capabiliies
inthe eventof a fire or other emergency situation
involving bulk oil storage facilities. An Officer

and 05 Other Ranks from 2 (V) Gemunu Watch
actively participated in the programme. Members
of the Sri Lanka Mavy and representatives from
civilian organisations also took part emphasising
the collaborative approach needed for effective
EBMErgency response.

The exercise simulated various fire related
emergency scenarios to test and improve
coordination, communication and tactical responses
among all participants.

An Inspiring Lecture on "A Proud
Soldier" at 141 Infantry Brigade

A psychology lecture titted "A Proud Soldier” was successfully
held at the 141 Infantry Brigade Headquarters in Veyangoda
on 04 December 2024 under the guidance of the Commander
of 141 Infantry Brigade. The session was aimed to inspire

and motivate soldiers while enhancing their understanding

of personal development, social values, and professional
rasponsibilities as members of the Sri Lanka Army. 12 Officers
and 142 Other Ranks parficipated in the programme. Major

M HM S Bandara Lsc from the Directorate of Media and
Psychological Operations conducted the lecture.
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OBM Training at 24
Infantry Division

e

24 Infantry Division together with the Sri Lanka Mawvy
conducted a one-day specialised Outboard Motor (OBM)
training on 12 November 2024 at Oluvil Harbour. The
warkshop primarily focused on enhancing the skills of
Search and Rescue (SAR) Teams in 24 Infantry Division
area, preparing them for the monscon peried. It included
bath theoretical and practical exercises on OBM
mechanics, troubleshooting, and handling techniques
across various water conditions. Eight Officers and thirty
two Other Ranks participated in the workshop.

Advance Airmobile Battalion Training Course No. 03

Professional
Development Workshop
from Directorate of
Engineer Services

A professional development workshop was conducted on
04 December 2024 at the Headquarters of the Corps of
Engineer Services under the guidance of Brigadier Y K
S Rangika psc ptsc, Director of Directorate of Engineer
Services (DES) in collaboration with the College of
Military Engineering Technology Sri Lanka (CMETSL).
The workshop focused on the challenges and lessons
leamed from planning, designing, and constructing

the Commandos® Confidence Jump Arena Project at
Uva-Kuda Oya. The workshop highlighted a shared
commitment fo enhancing Tri-forces engineering skills
through discussions on key technical aspects. Over 140
Army, Nawvy, and Air Force personnel participated in the
workshop. Experts from the Corps of Engineer Services
conducted the interactive sessions.

The Battalion Presentation and closing address of Advance Airmobile Battalion Training Course No. 03 of the 5

Gemunu Watch was held on 09 and 10 December 2024 at the Airmobile Training School in Nikawawa. Brigadier G AK R
Gunaratne psc, Commander of 533 Infantry Brigade attended the event as the Chief Guest and awarded the certificates
for their exceptional performances. Infantryman Lakmal G T of Sri Lanka Light Infantry awarded the Best Shooter and
Corporal Sumanasir P G RSP was awarded the Best Fittest Student, C Company was awarded as the Best Company.
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