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You resting now while gallant stand tall
Keeping land saofe under one flag for all
Wishing you the recovery to shine inspiring  all
We stand beside you with heartfelt wishesof  all

DIRECTORATE OF MEDIA & PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS, ARMY HEADGUARTERS, SRi JAYAWARDENWEPURA, SRI LANKA.




Courtesy Calls of the Commander of the Army

- - = Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo
TllE FI’III'IE MIIIIEIIEI‘ RSP cif-ndu psc |G the Commander of
the Army, paid a formal courtesy call
on the Prime Minister of Sr Lanka,
Honourable Dr. Harini Amarasuriya, at
her office in Colombo on 16" January
2025, During the discussion, the Prime
Minister congratulated the Commander
of the Army on his new appointment
and extended her best wishes for his
future endeavours. The Commander
of the Armmy also expressed the
dedicative cooperation to safeguard
the Mational Securty reaffirming
the Army's steadfast support for the
government.

As a gesture of goodwill, the
Commander of the Army presented a
memento to the Prime Minister during
the cordial meeting.

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP L
ctf-ndu pse |G the Commander of the Army Thg uepuw M"“ster l]f I]Bfenne
paid a courtesy call on Major General K P A
Jayasekara (Retd) WWW RSP VSY USP ndc
psc the Deputy Minister of Defence on 02
January 2025 at his office.

During the meeting, the Deputy Minister
congratulated the Commander of the Army -/
on his new appointment and engaged in
discussions on matters of mutual interest,
focusing on national security, defence
cooperation and the future development Ve,
of the Sri Lanka Army. Further both parties
emphasised the importance of strengthening
inter-agency collaboration and enhancing
operational readiness to address emerging
security challenges effectively.

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo
RSP ctf-ndu psc IG the Commander of
the Army paid a courtesy call on Air Vice
Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd)
WwW, RWP and two Bars, RSP and Bar,
USP, MMSc (Strat Stu- China), MSc (Def
Stu) in Mgt, MSc (Def & Strat Stu), fndu
(China), psc the Secretary to the Ministry
of Defence at the Ministry of Defence on
08" January 2025.
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Deputy Minister of Defence Visits Army Hospital

Major General K P Aruna Jayasekera (Retd) WWW RSP VSV USP nde psc, Depuly Minister of Defence visited Sn
Lanka Army Hospital Narahenpita on 16" January 2025. The Deputy Minister of Defence was warmly welcomed to the
premises by Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP cif-ndu psc IG the Commander of the Army and Staff of the Sri
Lanka Army Hospital Narahenpita. Deputy Minister of Defence inspected the wards of the hospital during his visit and
took part in the briefing conducted by the Director of the Sri Lanka Army Hospital Narahenpita.

While expressing his appreciation for the valuable services provided by the hospital, he emphasised that the current
era necessitates a new and noble political culture where corruption in any form is unequivecally unacceplable and
intolerable. He stressed that upholding the rule of law is paramount for the nation's recovery from the socio-economic
crisis, which has an adverse impact on cilizens’ lives. He further emphasised that the government's 'Clean Sri Lanka'
programme is a testamentary genuine move to this commitment. Bafore the departure, Deputy Minister of Defence met
and shared his views with the residential patients, members of staff and visitors.
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Army Headquarters Marks the
First Working Day

Troops at the Army Headquarters in Sn Jayawardenepura
welcomed the first working day of the New Year 2025 with
a simple yet meaningful ceremony with the gracious
particpation of Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo
RSP ctf-ndu psc |G the Commander of the Army.
The Commander along with Major General W PAD
W Nanayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu Chief of Staff,
hoisted the Mational flag and the Army flag.

The ceremony included the recital of the National
Anthem and the Army Song, followed by a two-minute
silence to honour Fallen War Heroes. Major General
K AW N H Bandaranayake USP the Adjutant General read
the State Allegiance Oath.

In his New Year address, the Commander of the Army recalled
the dedicative sacrifice of War Herces, emphasising the importance of
discipline, integrity and modernisation in the Army and wished for continued
national progress. The Commander of the Army also emphasised the need to fully

support the ‘Clean Sri Lanka' initiative which is a national plan for a total positive change in social attitudes, discipline
and productivity.

The formalities concluded with an All-Ranks tea providing an opportunity for the Commander to interact with the
troops. Prior to commencing duties, the Commander along with Mrs. Swendrini Rodrigo, President of the Army Seva
Vanitha Unit (ASVU) took part in religious observances led by Venerable Dr. Kirinde Assaji Nayaka Thero, Chief
Incumbent of the Gangaramaya Temple.
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Commander of
the Army Visits
‘Mihindu Seth
Medura’

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP cif-
ndu psc |G Commander of the Amy, together
with Mrs. Swendrini Rodrige, the President
of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVLU),
visited War Heroes at Mihindu Seth Medura,
Aththidiya on 07" January 2025 after assuming
duties as the 25" Commander of the Sri Lanka
Army.

At the outset, the Commander of the Army
and the President of the ASVU, inguired about
the well-peing of its resident War Heroes,
Officers in the Staff and Other Ranks. During
the visit, a special artwork created by Sergeant
Galagedara H M WB RSP of the Vijayabahu
Infantry Regiment was presented to the
Commander of the Ammy.
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Commander of the Army
Paid Homage to Sri Dalada
Maligowa & Malwatte
Prelates

JANUARY 2025

Lieutenant General
Lasantha Rodrgo RSP
ctf-ndu psc 1G, the newly
appointed Commander of
the Army visited 'Sri Dalada
Maligawa (the Temple of the Sacred
Tooth Relic)' in Kandy on 04" January

2025 after assuming the duties. Mr. Milanga
Dela Bandara, the Diyawadana Nilame {(Chief
Custodian of Sn Dalada Maligawa), greeted the
Commander of the Army with a tray of jasmine
flowers and presented a special memento to
mark the occasion. In turn, the Commander of
the Army reciprocated the gesture. Following
this, the Commander of the Amy, accompanied
by Sri Dalada Maligawa officials, paid his
respects at the sacred site. After a few minutes,
in conformity with age-old traditions, he visited
the Malwatte Monastery and met the Most
Venerable Tibbotuwawe Sri Sumangala Maha
Mayake Thero, the Chief Prelate of the Malwatte
Chapter. During the interaction, the Malwatte
Prelate invoked blessings upon the Commander
of the Army and exchanged thoughtful words
with him.

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP
ctf-ndu psc IG, the Commander of the Army,
together with Mrs. Swendrini Rodrigo, President
of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVLU), paid a
courtesy visit to the Asgiriva Monastery on 14"
January 2025 and received blessings from the
Most Venerable Warakagoda Sri Gnanarathana
Mahanayake Thero, the Most Venerable
Mahanayaka Thero of the Asgiriya chapter of
Siam Nikaya.




Commander of the Army Honoured
in his Hometown

I A grand felicitation ceremony for Lieutenant
General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc I1G,
the 25" Commander of the Sri Lanka Army, was
held on 12" January 2025 at the St. Joseph's
Church Pamunugama. Mrs. Swendrini Rodrigo,
President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU)
also took part in the religious occasion.

The ceremony commenced with a Holy Mass
and a formal felicitation programme. The Chief
Guestwas warmly welcomed by Auxiliary Bishop
J D Anthony, Secretary of the Bishop Council of
Sri Lanka, along with other distinguished clergy.
The event began with a welcome address by the
Parish Priest, Reverend Father Amil Gomez and
followed by the lighting of the traditional oil lamp.
The Holy Mass was conducted by Reverend
Father Rohitha Rodrigo, Army Commander's
brother, along with other priests, blessing the
Commander of the Army.

The Commander of the Army, then in his
address, expressed his deep gratitude for the
honour bestowed upon him in his hometown.
He fondly recalled his childhood in the village,
highlighting the role of his family, Gonsalvez
College - Pamunugama and the church in
shaping his values and achievements. He also
paid tribute to the Fallen War Heroes who made
the ultimate sacrifice for the nation's peace.

The Clergy, Senior Officers of the Tri-Forces
and Police, Mrs. Samitha de Silva, Principal
of Gonsalvez College - Pamunugama,
Government Officials, Members of the Past
Pupils' Association of Gonsalvez College, and
Residents of the area parlicipated in the event
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Commander of the Army Attends
Special Thai Pongal Pooja

-

Lieutenant General
Lasantha Rodrigo RSP cif-
ndu psc IG Commander
of the Army together with
Mrs. Swendrini Rodrigo,
President of the Army
Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVL),
attended a Special Thai
Pongal Pooja held on
14" January 2025 at
Mayurapathy Sri Bathrakali
Amman Kovil, Colombo 06
in line with the Thai Pongal

Day.

A group of Hindu Priests
including Chief Kurukkal
Sivasri Ragavan Kurukkal
conducted the traditional
pongal pooja and later
the Commander of the
Amy attended the event
of the traditional making
of the pongal rice at the
premises. The Special Thai
Pongal Pooja organised by
the Sri Lanka Army Hindu
Association on this special
day was conducted in the
inner chamber of the Kowil
amidst religious rites.
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Commander of the Army \hsns the Gangaramaya Temple

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP cif-ndu
psc IG the Commander of the Army, along with Mrs.
Swendrini Rodrigo, President of the Ammy Seva
Wanitha Unit (ASVU), received blessings from the
Most Venerable Dr. Kirinde Assaji Nayaka Thero,
the Chief Incumbent of the Gangaramaya Temple
on 19" January 2025 during the visit to the temple
after assuming the duties.

During the cordial meeting, the Most Venerable
Mayaka Thero invoked blessings upon the
Commander of the Army, wishing him strength,
wisdom, and discernment to lead the Army with
honour and dedication.

Archbishop of Colombo Blesses Newly Appointed
Commander of the Army

The newly appointe § 2 0

Lieutenant i SP
ctf-ndu iy 855 eru I‘-||1
Sl

R.

‘War Memorial fo commemorate the War Heroes.

In line with the same event, religious services
representing Buddhist,
Hindu, Islamic and Catholic
faiths and an alms-giving
ceremony were held

at sacred locations -}

in Warakapola u

to invoke the
hlessings for
the Fallen War
Heroes,

he Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment (SLSR) held its Annual

Commemoration Ceremony on 28% and 29% December
2024 to commemorate Fallen War Heroes with special
recognition given to their families.

Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP VSV USP
ndu, Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army and Colonel of /
the Regiment SLSR, graced the event as the Chief Guest. A r
; a. ﬂu{ai tnl::-gtes were paud atthe SLSR

?:":;‘:“" i
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Commander of the Army Congratulates Newly Promoted
Major Generals

The recently promoted Major Generals of the Sri Lanka Army paid a courtesy call on the Commander of the Army,
Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc 1G on 27 January 2025,

The list of newly promoted Senior Officers included Major General A M C P Wijayaratne RWP RSP nps psc, Major
General W W M P W W B R Palamakumbura RWP RSP, Major General A H A D Ariyasena RWP RSP USP psc ptsc,
Major General P S Subath Sanjeewa RSF nps psc, Major General M J R 5 Medagoda RSP USP nde psc 1G, Major
General M N Fernando RSP, Major General H D L S Perera RWP RSP ndc, Major General H P | Perera RWP RSP,
Major General M W AR C Wijesuriva RSP USP ndc, Major General L C K Pathirana RSP Hdme 1G, Major General K M
N Kulasekara RWP RSP psc, Major General M K L A De Silva RSP USP nps psc, Major General T M Majeed RSP USP
ndc Isc, Major General T C M G S T Cooray RWP RSP USP ndc psc, Major General W A U S Wanasekara RWP USP,
Major General W M S N Wijekoon ndc AATO, and Major General C Kalutharaarachchi.

Commander of the Army Inducted into DSCSC Wall of Fame

The Defence Services Command
and Staff College (DSCSC) held a
historic ceremony to place a photo
of Lieutenant General Lasantha
Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc |1G,
Commander of the Army, into its
prestigious “Wall of Fame" at the
DSCSC premises.

The Commander of the Amy
who graced the occasion at the
invitation of Major General H H K
S S Hewage RWP RSP USP rcds
psc, Commandant of the DSCSC,
was warmly welcomed according
a Guard Tumout by Tri-services
troops.

Subsequently, he also addressed the Officers attending the DSCSC Course No, 19, The audience comprised 125
local Officers and 26 foreign Officers from friendly foreign nations. The Commander of the Army shared his invaluable
experiences and insights, inspiring the participants and emphasising the significance of professional military education,
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&' Commander, Security Forces
(Jaffna) Visits 55 Infantry
I e Division

Major General ¥ A B M Yahampath EWP RSP ndu psc, the newly
appointed Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna), conducted his inaugural
official visit to the 55 Infantry Division on 03 January 2025. The newly
appointed Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna) was warmly welcomed
to the premises by Major General B G S Femando USP Hdmc psc,
General Officer Commanding, 55 Infantry Division. During the visit, the
Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna) addressed the troops and engaged

in an inspection of 551 Infantry Brigade area, including the War Hero's
Memaorial and CIMIC Park in Kilinochchi.

During the wisit, the Senior Officer handed over keys to a newly-
constructed house in Pallikuda, Pooneryn, to a deserving family as part
of the ongoing housing project which was initiated by the Security Forces
{Jaffna). The house was built by the 22™ Battalion of the Vijayabahu
Infantry Regiment under the supervision of the Commander, 552 Infantry
Brigade and the direction of the GOC, 55 Infantry Division,

Classical Music Therapy Session at SLAVF

A unique initiative to
enhance social well-
being among serving
members was held
under the guidance of
Major General AHL G
Amarapala RWP RSP
nd¢ psc Commandant
{Overlooking) of the Sri
Lanka Army Volunteer
Force (SLAVF) on

21% January at the
Rendezvous Ground
pavilion in line with the
govemment policy "Clean
Sri Lanka”.

The programme organised for All Ranks of the

Sri Lanka Army offered them a unique platform

to help them cope with personal and shared
losses while providing an opportunity for reflection
and renewal. The session was led by Dr.
Wasantha Privadarshana, an expert in Buddhist
Psychotherapy and a lecturer at the Postgraduate
Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University of
Kelaniyva.
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Officers of SLAVF Honoured with Financial Grants

Major General A H L G Amarapala
FRWP RSP nde psc, the
Commander of the Security
Forces (West) and Commandant
(Overlocking) of the Sri Lanka
Army Volunteer Force (SLAVF),
awarded financial grants for
the Officers of Sr Lanka Army
Volunteer Force qualified to
undertake Passed Staff College
{psc) qualification, which follows
the Defense Services Command
and Staff College (DSCSC), and
the Logistics Staff Course (Lsc) on
10" January 2025 at the SLAVF
Headquarters.

Accordingly, a total of 11 Officers
received grants of Rs. 50,000
each, designed to support their
academic pursuits and empower
them to achieve their career
aspirations.

New House Vested for a Needy Family in
Walikamam, Jaffna

The newly constructed house to
a needy family by the troops of
1# Battalion of Sri Lanka Sinha
FRegiment under the direclions
and supervision of General
Officer Commanding 52 Infantry
Division was handed over to the
beneficiary by Major General ¥ A
B M Yahampath RWP RSP ndu
psc, Commander of the Security
Forces (Jafina), on 06" January
2025, Troops of 1 Sri Lanka
Sinha Regiment extended the
much required manpower and
tecnnical expertise while Wanni
Aid Canada, extended much
required financial generosity for
the project with the coordination
of Major General Ravi
Rathnasingham (Retd) and Mr.
Junesh and Mr. Sami Sinnayiya.

U
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School Supplies and Scholarship Awarding Programme in

Mullaitivu

1

Commander of the Army
Hands Over the Role of Colonel
Commandant of Sri Lanka Artillery

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP cif-ndu psc IG, soon
after assuming duties as the Commander of the Army, officially
handed over his responsibilities as the Colonel Commandant to
his successor, Major General KV N P Premaratne RSP USP psc,
the Commander of Security Forces (East) on 02 January 2025
at the Army Headquarters. Symbolising the special occasion, the
Commander of the Army presented a replica of the baton to the
new Colonel Commandant of Sri Lanka Artiliery.

13

54 Infantry Division in collaboration with the
Sri Lanka Mippon Educational and Cultural
Centar (SLNEC) organised a programme
to award scholarships and distribute
essential school supplies at 6™ Battalion
Sri Lanka Mational Guard Headquarters on
12" January 2025.

Major General J P C Peiris RWP RSP ndc,
Commander Security Forces (Wanni),
graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and
Venerable Meegahathenne Chandrasin
Thero also joined the event. Under the
guidance of General Officer Commanding
59 Infantry Division, Commander 593
Infantry Brigade and Major K N C De Silva,
Commanding Officer of the 6% Battalion
Sri Lanka Mational Guard, supervised the
project.

During the occasion, 40 students from
Mullaifivu, recognising their exceptional
academic performances, were awarded
monthly scholarships and stationery items
sufficient for the school year 2025, along
with wvouchers for school shoes. This
initiative aimed to support these students
in pursuing their educational aspirations
alleviating some of the financial burdens
faced by their families.
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Commander of the
Army Visits Army
Hospital, Colombo

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu
psc IG Commander of the Army, paid an official
visit to the Army Hospital, Colombo on 10" January
2025.

o TS0

The Commander of the Army was warmely welcomed to =
the premises by Brigadier W H U D Wijeratne, Officiating
Director General of Army Health Services (DGAHS),
together with Brigadier R M J B Ratnayake RSP, Director
of the Direclorate of Management & Maintenance of
the Army Hospital, Brigadier R M M Monaragala USP,
Director of the Army Hospital - Colombeo and ather Senior
Officers.

During the visit, he addressed the Senior Officers of the
hospital, discussing its activities and future development
plans and highlighted the impordance of providing
comprehensive medical facilities for War Heroes, both
serving and retired, as well as their family members,
ensuring they receive the highest standard of care.
Emphasising the significance of teamwork and efficiency
in delivering quality healthcare services, he praised the
hospital staff for their dedication and professionalism,
assuring them of his continued support to enhance the
hospital's facilities.

Foliowing his address, the Commander of the Army
inspected the hospital premises, including Wards 05, 09,
14, 15, 17, Outpatient Department (OPD), Dispensary,
Hospital Ration Stores, Cafeteria, Laundry and Local
Purchase Section. Also, he inspected the 15-storied
building, under the construction process, which is
intended to extend facilities for the hospital and the bio-
medical workshop. Afterwards, the Commander of the
Army attended a tea arrangement where he interacled
with All Ranks of the hospital.

___ I
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Security Forces (East) Distributes Educational Supplies
among Students

School accessories distribution programme to provide an aid to deserving students at Sidpura Mahinda Primary School
and Pallegama Primary School serving at Security Forces (East) area was held on 05" January 2025 at Siripura
Mahinda Primary School. Accordingly, 349 students benefited from the programme. Sarana foundation and Damrivi
Foundation of Colombo extended much required financial generosity. Civil Coordinating Office of the Security Forces
(East) coordinated the philanthropists to the project. During the event, cultural dances performed by the students of the
schools coloured the evenl. Major General KV N P Premaratne RSP USP psc Commander, Security Forces (East)
graced the event as the Chief Guest.

Colonel M G G W R Gamage Civil Coordinating Officer, Security Forces (East) organised the event and troops extended
their assistance for the success of the event under the supervision of Commanding Officer, 3 (V) Vijayabahu Infaniry
Regiment and 3 (V) Sri Lanka Army Women's Corps.

Buddha Pooja and Sermon at the Security Force
Headquarters (East)

A senes of religious programmes were organised in line with the Duruthu

Full Moon Poya Day at the Security Force Headquarters (East) with
4 the participation of Commander, Security Forces (East) and All Ranks.
, Venerable Nuwandeniye Sagnalankara Thero was invited to the camp
premises and conducted the Bodi Pooja Pinkama. The purpose of the
Pooja was to pay tribute to War Heroes who had made the ultimate
sacrifice, to wish a speedy recovery to those injured during war and to seek
blessings for all personnel serving at the Security Force Headquarters
(East) and their family members.

Duruthu Full Moon Poya Day is celebrated religiously marking the
Gautama Buddha's first visit to Sri Lanka.
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Commander of the Army Visits
Army Base Hospital, Kandy

16

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo
RSP ctf-ndu psc 1G, the Commander
of the Army, paid a courtesy visit to the
Army Base Hospital in Kandy on 14™
January 2025 to review its operational
aspects and receive updates on its
current functionality. The Commander
of the Army was warmly welcomed
by Brigadier W WM P W W B R
Palamakumbura RWP RSP, the
Director of the Army Base Hospital,
Kandy upon the arrival. Later, the
Commander of the Army loured the
new hospital complex, inspecting
ils operational areas and assessing
possibilities for ensuring its optimal
maintenance.

The hospital currently offers a range
of services, including OPD facilities,
prosthetic and orthotic services for
individuals with disabilities, clinical
sernvices for various diseases, dental
care, a fully equipped operating
theatre with modern  medical
equipment, and phamaceutical
facilities. These services cater lo
serving Armmy personnel, ex-service
members, and their families. The
General Officer Commanding of the
11 Infantry Division, Senior Officers
and Officers participated in the visit.




Annual Christmas Carols Service in Kilinochchi

The troops of the 55 Infantry Division held Annual Christmas -_::;"fl f
Carols Service at the Nelum Piyasa Theater in Kilinochchi on 265
December 2024 under the guidance of Major General |
A B M Yahampath RWP RSP ndu psc, Commander of Security
Forces (Jaffna), and supervision of Major General B G S
Fernando USP Hdme psc the General Officer Commanding of
55 Infantry Division,

'
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Rt. Rev. Dr. Justin Bernard Gnanapragasam, Bishop of Jaffna,
graced the occasion as the Chief Guest, while Honourable
Magalingam WVethanayahan, Governor of the Morthern

Province, participated in the event as the Guest of Honour. F"e_ - Lk
The event featured a blend of carols performed by local %; AL PER S
church teams, vibrant dances, and live music.

Childran were delighted with gifts, sweets, and toys
sponsored by philanthropists and well-wishers. Clergy,
Senior Officers from the Army, Air Force, and Police,
Government Officials and Civilians, also joined the
celebration,

New Accommodation for the Other Ranks

— - ___W.

n

In line with the 13" Anniversary of the Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture and Livestock (SLACAL), the newly constructed
accommodation facility for the Other Ranks was declared open on 01* January 2025 by Brigadier B N Madanayake
RWP RSP Director, Directorate of SLACAL.
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Delegation Visits

Lieutenant Colonel Mandeep Singh Megi, SM,
the Assistant Defence Adviser of the High
Commission of India to Sri Lanka, paid a courtesy
call on Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo
RSP ctf-ndu psc I1G the Commander of the Amny,
on 16" January 2025. During the cordial meeting,
the two dignitaries discussed the significance of
strengthening bilateral relations and advancing
military diplomacy to further enhance the bond
between the two nations.

Myanmar Defence Attaché

Brigadier General Zaw Moe Lwin, Defence
Attache of the Embassy of Myanmar in
MNew Delhi accredited to Sri Lanka, paid
a courtesy call on Lieutenant General
Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc IG, the
Commander of the Army, on 28 January
2025 at the Army Headquarters. During the
interactive discussion with the Commander
of the Army, the Defence Attaché admired
the contributions made by the Army
islandwide for the benefit of the nafion.
The Commander of the Amy highlighted
the importance of further strengthening the
collaboration in the future while recalling the
longstanding relationship between the two
nations. The meeting concluded with an
exchange of mementoes.

Major General Alexander Ivanovich
Zinchenko, Deputy Chief of the Main
Directorate for International Military
Cooperation of the Ministry of Defence
of the Russian Federation, along with
his delegation, met Lieutenant General
Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc G,
the Commander of the Army, at the Army
Headquarters on 27" January 2025,

During the interactive discussion, the
Army Chief shared insightful thoughts
with the delegation, acknowledging
the long-standing bonds of goodwil,
cooperation, and understanding between
the Armed Forces of their respective
countries. At the conclusion of the cordial
meeting, an exchange of mementos took
place as a token of goodwill from the
Sri Lanka Army, and the geslure was
reciprocated.
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The Corps of Engineer Services Celebrates 75" Anniversary

il ¥

The 75 Anniversary of the Corps of Engineer Services (CES) was celebrated in a grand ceremony at the CES Regimental
Headguarters in Panagoda Cantonment on 10 January 2025 with the gracious participation of Major General K A N
Rasika Kumara ndc psc, the Colonel Commandant of the CES and General Officer Commanding of 22 Infantry Division.

The event commenced with a warm welcome extended to the Colonel Commandant by Brigadier N W P S M Perera,
the Centre Commandant of CES, and then he was honoured with a guard turmout. Then, a floral tribute was paid to the
Fallen War Heroes. Following the tribute, the Colonel Commandant took part in the tea party which was hosted at the
Officers’' Mess, Warrant officers’ and Sergeants' Mess and All Ranks' Mass.

Addressing the Officers, the Colonel Commandant expressed his deep appreciation for the hard work and dedication
of Officers in the CES. He emphasised the Corps' vital role in supporting the Sri Lanka Army’s operations, highlighting
the continued importance of engineering expertise in national defense. Later, the Colonel Commandant joined the All
Ranks |lunch. Former Colonel Commandants, Centre Commandants, Brigadier ¥ K S Rangika psc ptsc, the Director
Engineer Services, Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks took part in the Anniversary celebration programme,

Three-Day Photography Workshop at 61 Infantry Division

A three-day workshop on photography using mobile
phones was conducted from 21% to 23° January
2025 at the 81 Infantry Division Headquarter under
the leadership of, Major General K T P De Silva RSP
ndu pse, the General Officer Commanding 61 Infantry
Division, The workshop aimed to promote photography
as a medium to highlight the unparalleled activities
of Army personnel, while fostering creativity, self-
expression, and skill development among participants,

Renowned photographers Mr. Priyantha Abeysundara
B.Fa MNPAS, Hon FMPAS, and Mr. Suresh S
Weerasinghe ANPAS of the “Roopa Chiraka” Forum,
who are widely recognised for their expertise and
contributions. to the art of photography conducted
the workshop., 70 Other Ranks from undercommand
Battalions and Brigade Headquarters were benefiled
from the workshop.During the workshop, participants
were infroduced to the basics of photography,
advanced techniques, practical applications and
methods for adjusting lighting and colour. Practical
sessions enabled paricipants to implement these
concepts in real time under the expert guidance of the
trainers. The five best photographs captured during the
workshop were awarded special certificates, while all
other participants received certificates of participation.
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Sri Lanka Army’s 11" SRIMED
Contingent Ready to Depart for UN
Peacekeeping Mission in South Sudan

The 11" Contingent of the Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps (SLAMC), set to operate the Level - 2 SRIMED Hospital under
the United Nations Peacekeeping Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS), received a ceremonial send-off at the SLAMC
Regimental Headquarters, Werahera, on 31% January 2025,

The Contingent presented a ceremonial salute to Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP cif-ndu psc |G, Commander
of the Army, before their departure. Major General D K 5 K Dolage USP nps psc, Commander, Security Forces (Central)
and Colonel Commandant, SLAMC, welcomed the Commander of the Army who was honoured with a guard tumout at
the entrance before reviewing the parade.

Dwring the formal proceedings, the Commander of the Army symbolically handed over the National Flag, UN Flag, Army
Flag, and SLAMC Flag to the SRIMED-bound Contingent Commander, signifying their readiness for the mission. The
11" Contingent was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel R M D B Rajapaksha USP, with Lieutenant Colonel K D P de A
Wijesinghe SLAMC as Second-in-Command, and consisted of 64 Army personnel, including 18 Army Officers, 02 Naval
Officers and 46 Other Ranks.

The event was attended by Major General M G W W W M C B Wickramasinghe RWP RSP ndu psc, Deputy Chief of
Staff and Colonel of the Gajaba Regiment along with Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks.
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Major General AH L GAmarapala BWP RSP
ndc psc, the Commandant (Owverlooking) = .
S5 Lk Ay, Skl far Fere et e New House for a Deserving Family
Commander Security Forces (West), vested — _ ¢
a newly constructed house for Miss. M ) 1]

Milusha Kumari in Walgama, Bandaragama
on 22 January 2025.

Troops of 1% Battalion Sri Lanka Army
Pioneer Corps constructed the new house
under the fullest supervision of General
Officer Commanding 14 Infantry Division
and the Commander 612 Infantry Brigade.
The Mational Housing Development
Authority, the Department of Samurdhi
Development through the Divisional
Secretariat in  Bandaragama, the 1%
Battalion Sri Lanka Ammy Pioneer Corps
and local donors extended much-reguired
financial and material contributions. The ceremony was attended by Major General K J N M P K NMawarathne RWP RSP
ndu the General Officer Commanding of 14 Infantry Division, Divisional Secretary (Assistant Government Agent) of
Bandaragama and Major A M A P Abeysinghe LISP the Commanding Officer 1# Battalion Sri Lanka Army Pioneer Corps.

Today, the 5ri Lanka Corps
of Agriculfure and Livestock,
comprising of War Heroes
who have been the backbone
of the nation's agricultural
¢ economy, stands af the
8 forefront of sustainable

. agro-production, making a
remarkable confribufion to
Fi‘m both the Sri Lanka Army and
the nation.

The 4" Anniversary of the Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture

th = = and Livestock (SLACAL) was celebrated at the Regimental
4 ﬂnﬂwamnm BBIEI.’II’IIIII:III Centre Karandeniya on 04" January 2025. In conjunction with

nf “lE E'i I.ﬂllkﬂ l:l“llﬂ nf the anniversary, a gorgeous procession with cultural elements,

was held amidst colourful lights with an all-night Pirith chanting

Agricult"m und Limtm:k to bless all Officers and Other Ranks on 02™ January 2025,
The fallowing day, a Heel Dana (moming alms) were offered to
the Maha Sangha.

Marking the commencement of the 4" Regimental day
celebration, Major General U K D D P Udugama RWP RSP USP
ndc psc, the Director General General Staff and the Colonel
Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture and
Livestock was presented with a guard turmout at the main
entrance of the Regimental Centre followed by a ceremonial
parade at the Regimental Centre Parade Ground. Moreover,
the Colonel Commandant challenging trophies were awarded
to the best performing drill teams in the Inter-Battalion Drill
Competition. Later, all the Officers and Other Ranks took part
in the All Ranks lunch and in the evening, a musical show was
held to provide entertainment to All Ranks of SLACAL.
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The Regiment of S Lanka Artillery hosted a grand
felicitation parade on 17 January 2025 to honour
Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc
IG the newly appointed 25" Commander of the Army.
Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP cif-ndu psc
IG is the fourth Commander of the Army to have emerged
from the Regiment of Sri Lanka Artillery.,

The Commander of the Army was warmly received by
Major General B G S Fernandao USP Hdme psc, General
Officer Commanding of the 55 Infantry Division upon his
arrival at the Regimental Headquarters. He then paid
tribute to the Fallen War Heroes laying a floral wreath at
the Regimental Monument.

Following this, the Commander of the Army was
accorded a guard turnout by the troops of the Ragiment of
Sri Lanka Artillery, followed by a ceremonial Regimental
Parade at the parade ground of the 6" Regiment, Sn
Lanka Artillery, The Regimental Parade was commanded
by Major General K A U Kodituwakku RSP USP psc 1G
General Officer Commanding of the 11 Infantry Division.
Taking part in the All-Ranks tea session, the Commander
of the Army interacted with the Artillery troops, sharing
his thoughts and experiences.

General C S Weerasooriya (Retd) RWP RSP V3V USP
ndu IG, a former Commander of the Army, Major General
KV N P Premaratne RSP USP psc Adjutant General and
Colonel Commandant of the Sri Lanka Artillery, retired
Senior Officers and Senior Officers along with their
spouses, Officers and Other Ranks participated in the
event.
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Commander, Air Mobile Brigade Visits Air Mobile Brigade School
- 1 AR e T
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MNewly appointed Commander, Air Mobile Brigade Brigadier ¥ M S C B Jayathilaka RSP USP made a visit to the Air
Mobile Brigade School on 26" December 2024. The Commander, Air Mobile Brigade was warmly welcomed to the
premises by Deputy Commander, Air Mobile Brigade according him a Guard Turnout following the military formalities.
After reviewing the demonstration of the Training School, the Commander, Air Mobile Brigade shared his views with the
participanis expressing gratitude for the staff for their dedicative service at the school.

Lunch Treat for Senior Citizens

: oy ) | e 1] it
Celebrating the dawn of the new year 2025, Officers and Other Ranks of the Army Camp, Sandunpura provided lunch
treat for 14 senior citizens at Sarana Elders' Home, Uththalapura on 01* January 2025. The community programme
was launched under the conceptual notion of Major D A N C Rupasinghe RSP Commanding Officer of 3 (V) Vijayabahu
Infantry Regiment. In addition to the lunch, gift parcels were also awarded to the senior citizens at Sarana Elders’ Home.
Apart from the main event, an alms giving was also held for the 10 Venerable Monks at Muruthgaspitiva Temple.

General Officer Commanding of 61 Infantry Division
Inspects 573 Infantry Brigade

- ] KT " -
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Major General K T P De Silva RSP ndu psc, the General Officer Commanding (GOC) 61 Infantry Division, along with
Senior Officers, conducted an inspection visit to the 573 Infantry Brigade Headquarters located at Pitigala Camp on
06" January 2025. The GOC was warmly welcomed by Colonel S W P M H R Senadheera RWP USP psc the Brigade
Commander, presenting a guard turnout. During the visit, the Brigade Commander briefed the GOC on the progress
achieved since the establishment of the 573 Infantry Brigade on 25" July 2024. The GOC concluded his visit after

inspecting newly constructed facilities.
ron 23 © JANUARY 2025




Security Force Headquarters (Wanni) Hosts an Educative Lecture

TIERT]] 1]

An educative lecture on the 'Rehabilitation and Reintegration of a Person in Prison’ was conducted on 24" December
2024 at the Headguarters auditorium under the guidance of Major General J P C Peiris BWP RSP ndc, Commander
Security Forces (Wanni), Assistant Superintendent of Prison, Mr. Mohan Karunarathne, Chief of Anuradhapura Prison,
conducted the session which included duties and responsibiliies of the Department of Prison, classification of the
prisoners, daily routine of sentenced prisoners and their rights, relaxing the prison period and releasement. 26 Officers
with 380 Other Ranks serving at Security Forces (Wanni) attended the lecture,

Educational Session on
Women's Rights

The Security Force Headquarters (Wanni) organised an
educaticnal lecture on women's rights on 158" January 2025
at the Headquarters auditorium. The event was conducted
under the guidance of Major General J P C Peiris RWP
RSP ndc Commander, Security Forces (Wanni), and
the supervision of Brigadier K M VWV Kodituwakku in
collaboration with the Directorate of Legal Services,
Human Rights, and Humanitarian Law,

Sergeant Shrivani Chandralatha, Officer-in-Charge of
Children and Women at the Irattaperivakulam Police
Station conducted the session. Further, she addressed
crucial topics such as the prevention of workplace violence
against women, gender equality, and the elimination of
abuse against women, 15 Ofifcers and 200 Other Ranks
representing the Security Force Headguarters (Wanni)
took part in the educative lecture.

Special Infantry Operation Course No - 77 Begins

04 Officers and 32 Other Ranks representing Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment, the 1* battalion of the Gemunu Watch, 08"
and 22" battalions the Gajaba Regiment took part in the Special Operation Course No = 77 on 15" January 2025 at the
1 Corps, Kilinochehi. Colonel R R K Rajapaksha Udage, the Colonel General Staff of 1 Corps graced the occasion as

the Chief Guest.
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Tribute to a Fallen Hero's Daughter Tharaka Sandarenu Perera

Miss. H L Tharaka Sandarenu
gamed an international achievement
exhibiting the pride of her father,
Lance Corporal H A 5 Perera of 9%
Battalion the Gemunu Watch who laid
down his life while on duty on 28%
September 1998 in Paranthan. She
scored this victory at the Intermnational
Fitness and Bodybuilding Pro-League
Championship held in  Bangkok,
Thailand on 30" November 2024, Major
General W B J K Wimalaratne RWP
RSP along with Dr (Mrs.) G N Dilrukshi
Wimalaratne, the President of the
Gemunu Watch Seva Vanitha Branch,
invited her to the Regimental Center,
the Gemunu Watch and appreciated
her awarding the presents.

Ranaviru Abhinandana Pooja 2025

The 'Ranaviru Abhinandana Pooja 2025 was held on 10"
January 2025 under the guidance of Major General R P
A R P Rajapaksha RSP General Officer Commanding of
the 54 Infantry Division in Thalladi, Mannar. The initiative
aimed to support 250 children of Army personnel and civil
employees distributing bocks and school bags valued at
Rs. 5,000.00 for each.

The programme was sponsored by the Old Boys'
Association of Royal College Colombo, graduates from
the University of Sn Jayawardenepura, Mr. Prasad
Lokubalasuriya, the Chairman of the ‘Athahitha’ 2025
Project, along with Mr. Saman Gunaratne and Mrs.
Samantha Wijewardena. Senior Officers, Officers, Other
Ranks and civil employees participated in the event.

Thai Pongal Day Celebrated at 5 (Volunteer) Mechanized
Infantry Regiment

An alms giving programme was conducted at Vellankulam Pillaiar Kovil on 14™ January 2025 under the guidance of
Brigadier | P Jayasinghe RWP Commander, 541 Infantry Brigade on Thai Pongal Day with the participation of Officers
and Other Ranks of 5 (Volunteer) Mechanized Infantry Regiment 10 (V) the Gemunu Watch to foster harmony between
the Army and the civilians.
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ASVU's New President Takes Over Duties

Mrs. Swendrini Dissanayake officially assumed dulies as the 17" President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVYU) on
07 January 2025 at the Army Headquarters during a brief ceremony. In keeping with tradition, the new ASVU President
signed a formal document at the auspicious time, officially marking her acceptance of the office. The Presidents of the
Regimental Seva Vanitha Branches were also attended the event. After refreshments, the newly appointed Presdient
ASVU shared her views with all participants

Mrs. Swendrini Dissa ke President, Army Seva
Vannitha Unit (ASVLU) on anuary 2025 presented an
electric wheelchair to Major B M G C P Navaratne, a Senior
=er of the Sri Lanka Artillery who sustained severe
injuries in an unexpected road accident while on duty,
asulting in permanent disability in the lower part of his
f. The Senior Officer is presently receiving treatment

at Ranaviru Sevana.

Brigadier W D M Kumarasinghe RSP Commandant of

Army Seva Vanitha Unit Conducts A Donation Programme

Strengthening the continuation of its  unwavering I
commitment to support the War Heroes and their families,
and civil servants, Fonterra Pyt Ltd donated 100 plastic
chairs and 10 plastic tables for the community restaurants
operated under the Army Sewva Vanitha Unit, as well
as 1,500 books for the children of War Heroes and civil
servants at Viru Kekulu pre-schools. The donation was
presented to Mrs. Swendrini Dissanayake, the President
of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU), on 22™ January
2025. The Assistant Director of Fonterra and other officials
from the institution and members of the Army Seva Vanitha
Unit participated in the event.
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The Army Seva Vanitha Unit operates the Viru Kekulu pre-schools across
the island, with the aim of enhancing the welfare of War Heroes and their

A“nuul Eunnenﬁ children. These pre-schools now also accommodate children from non-

military families. The annual concert of the Viru Kekulu pre-schoolin Manning

Bf Viru KEk“I“ Town was held under the patronage of Mrs. Swendrini Dissanayake,
President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU). Similarly, the Viru Kekulu

pre-schools in Pallekele, Panagoda, Diyvatalawa, Ipalogama, Minneriya,

I] rE'SCh DDI 5 Anuradhapura, and Galle also conducted their annual concerts, providing a

platform to develop and showcase talents of children.
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ASVU Enhances Army Welfare with Cafeteria Price Cuts
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ASVU Conducts Counselling Workshop for
Viru Kekulu Pre-school Teachers

Immnmﬂmmm |

fm

Under the guidance of the President of
the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASWYU),
Mrs. Swendrini  Dissanayake a
counselling workshop was conducted
on 28" January 2025 at the Ammy
Hospital, Colombo, for Officers and
pre-school teachers serving at the eight
Wiru Kekulu pre-schools. The workshop
aimed to enhance educators' skills in
guiding young learners,

Mrs. Surangi Amarapala, Senior
Member in charge of the Viru Kekulu
pre-schocl in Manning Town, the
Colonel (Coordination) of ASVLU,
Senior Officers, Officers, and Other
Ranks participated in the event.

Dr. D W Thulsara Dissanayake
deliverad the inspiring address.
The lecture aimed at educating the
preschoocl teachers on facilitating and
impraving the knowledge and skills
of the young buds while sharing the
updated knowledge on the subject.

After assuming the duties, Mrs. Swendrini Dissanayake, the President of Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU) visited several
projects administrated by the ASVU on 10" January 2025. During the visit, the President, ASVU inspected Seva Vanitha
Budget Centre, Bakery/Cafeteria, Saloon, Beauty Saloon, Mini Banguet Hall Reception Hall, Tailor Shop - Akuregoda,
Welfare Shop and Cafeteria, Sunflower Village Welfare Food project, Welfare Shop and Cafeteria-Kinnadeniya and
reviewed the cleanness, maintenance of buildings, sanitalion, cleanness of the staff, maintenance of quality and prices
of the materials, and granted instructions on further improvements.

_____
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Monthly Meeting Highlights of Army Seva Vanitha Unit
January 2025

The monthly meeting of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit
{(ASVU) was held on 31* January 2025 at the Army
Headguarters premises with the paricipation of
Regimental Seva Vanitha Chairpersons, Executive
Board Members and Senior Members.

Mrs. Swendrini Dissanayake, the President
of ASVU, chaired the meeting and committee
members for the Executive Board of the ASYU were
appointed. Addressing the gathering, the President,
ASYU elaborated the projects to be implemented
in the future emphasising the adherence to the
government policy "Clean Sr Lanka®. Further,

she instructed the Regimental Seva Vanitha Later, the President of ASVU made some donations for the
Chairpersons to reduce unnecessary expenditures Ranaviru families. Accordingly, Rs. 100,000.00 worth of
and invest in welfare activities for the members medical aid for the sick child of Corporal Rajapaksha R P
of the Sri Lanka Army. The President ASVU also J, and Rs. 200,000.00 financial aid for Lance Corporal De
emphasised the impertance of centinuing welfare Silva of 2 (V) Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps under
activities and annual projects aiming at improving the second phase of the scheduled Rs. 600,000,00 aid to
the lives of soldiers. build the house were made possible during the session.
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The Military Intelligence Corps Seva Vanitha Branch (MIC-3VE) organised an alms - giving programme for the elderly
at the Warusavithana Elders’ Home in Ambalangoda on 28" December 2024. This initiative was conducted under the
guidance of the Chairperson of MIC-SVB and financial contribution for this programme was provided by Mrs. Hemanthi
Yapa. Officers and Other Ranks paricipated in the event.
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The Sri Lanka Light Infantry Seva Vanitha Branch

The Sri Lanka Light Infantry Seva ‘u'anltha Eram:h {SLLI - S‘U’B} conducted a school items distribution programme for 50
school children of Other Ranks on 28" December 2024 at the SLLI Regimental Centre. The event was held under the
guidance of Major General ¥ A B M Yahampath RWP RSP ndu psc, Commander of Security Forces (Jaffna) and Colonel
of the Regiment SLL|, with the supervision by Mrs. Darshani Yahampath, Chairperson of SLLI - SVB. Crest Container
Lines and Yasoda Electricals Private Limited extended much required financial assistance.

The Sri Lunku Army Fluneer [:nrps Sevu Vumthu Branch

The Sri Lanka Army Pioneer Corps Seva Vanitha Branch (SLAPC-3VB), under the guidance of Mrs. H G Swarnalatha,
the Chairperson of SLAPC-SVE, provided lunch and essential items to the children at the Sn Jinananda Children's
Development Centre in Wellawatte on 24" December 2024. As part of the programme, an alms-giving ceremony and
a Dhamma sermon were held and SLAFPC calypso band entertained the audience. Members of SLAPC-5VB also took
part in the programme.

Corps of Engmeer Senrll:es Eevu Vumthu Brum:h

A school accessories distribution programme was orgasneid at the Regimental Headquarters, Panagoda under the
guidance of Mrs. Anupama Rathnayake, the President of Corps of Engineer Services Seva Vanitha Branch on 15"
January 2025. Stationary items and school bags were distributed among 384 children entering Grade 01 in 2025 under
the programme.
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