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Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc IG, Commander of the Army,
paid a courtesy call on His Excellency the President of Sri Lanka and Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces, Honourable Anura Kumara Dissanayake on
06 February 2025 at the Presidential Secretariat




Lieutenant General Lasantha
Rodrige RSP ctf-ndu psc 1G,
Commander of the Army, along
with Mrs. Swendrini Dissanayake,
received blessings from the clergy
and sacred sites, including the Sri
Maha Bodhi and Ruwanweli Seya,
on 05" February 2025,

During the visit, the Commander
] \ of the Army, paid a wisit to
0 Nl the Venarable Maha Sangha,
- including the Chief Sanghanayake

Commander of the Army Receives of Nuwara Kalaviya and Chief

== - Incumbent of C‘Atamasthana’,
lllllglﬂlm Bllﬂi Sahithyashuri  Maost  Venerable

3 Pallegama Hemarathana Thero,
the Chief Sanghanayake of the
MNorth and Nerth Central Provinces
and Chief [ncumbent of S
Sambuddha Jayanthi Viharaya,
Most  Venerable MNugethenne
Pagngnananda Mayaka Thero,
as well as the Chief Incumbent
of Ruwanweli Maha Seya, Most
Venerahle Ithalawatunuwewe
Ghanathilake Thero.

Further, the both took pant in the
sacred offering ceremony held at
the Sri Maha Bodhi and Ruwanweli
Seya.

During the visit, the Commander
also met Rt. Rev. Dr. Norbert
M Andradi OMI, Bishop of the
Diocese of Anuradhapura,
receive blessings.

New Javelin for
Paralympics World
Record Holder

Warrant Officer |l Samitha Dulan
Kodithuwakku of Sri Lanka Corps of Military
Palice {SLCMP), whe achieved a remarkable
feat by winning a silver medal in Men'’s
F44 Javelin Throw event, setting a new
world record of 67.03 meters at the Paris
Paralympics 2024, was presented with a
new Javelin by the Prime Minister at the
Ministry of Education on 29" January 2025.
Mrs. Subhashini Niranjala Weerasinghe
who made the initiative and Mr. Pradeep
Mishantha, Samitha Dulan's coach were
present at the occasion,

Mrs. Subhashini Niranjala
Weerasinghe, who met Warrant Officer
Il Samitha Dulan Kedithuwakku when
he participated in the Paris Paralympics
2024 in France, had planned to presant
this special javelin during her visit to Sri
Lanka.
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President Meets Senior Army Dfficials
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A discussion on Sr Lanka's present security
situation was held on 25" February 2025
at the Presidential Secretariat, under
the patronage of His Excellency the
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake.

Major General K P Aruna Jayasekara (Retd)
WWY RSP VSV USP ndc psc, the Deputy
Minister of Defence, Dr. Nandika Sanath
Kumanayake, Secretary to the President, Air
Vice Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd)
WwWwy, RWP and two Bars, RSP and Bar,
USP, MMSc (Strat Stu-China), MSc (Def Stu)
in Mgt, MSc (Def & Strat Stu), fndu (China),
psc, Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, —

and Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo

RSP ctf-ndu psc IG, Commander of the Army along with several senior officials of the Sri Lanka Army participated
in the meeting. The discussion was focused on future measures regarding the security situation in Sri Lanka.

Commander of the Army Meets Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment & Tourism

Lieutenant General Lasantha
Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc 1G,
the Commander of the Army,
paid a formal courtesy call on
Honourable \ijitha Herath,
the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment & Tourism
at his office in Colombo
on O™  February 2025,
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Sri Lanka Marks the

77" Independence
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Sri Lanka's 77" National Independence Day
was celebrated on 04" February 2025 at the
Independence Square in Colombo under the
theme “Mawa Punaruda Yugayaka Arabuma”
(Let's Join the MNational Renaissance). The
ceremony was presided by His Excellency
the President, Anura HKumara Dissanayake,
accompanied by the Honourable Prime Minister
and a distinguished gathering of multi-religious
leaders, Diplomats, Ministers, Military Officers,
Civil Dignitaries and invitees.

His Excellency the President hoisted the Mational
Flag marking the official commencement
of the national event amidst the resonating
singing of the Mational Anthem by a choir of
school children. Following the flag hoisting, the
President received blessings through the recital
of the ‘Jayamangala Gatha' and '‘Devo Vassatu
Kalena' by a group of school girls. A two-minute
silence was observed in memory of those who
sacrificed their lives to defend the nation's
termitorial integrity, including Fallen War Heroes
and patriots.

After accepting the Tr-Services Guard of
Honour, the President addressed the nation,
sharing his reflections on the country’s progress.
The independence parade, commanded by
Major General A H L G Amarapala EWP RSP
ndc psc, the Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army
Volunteer Force and the Commander of Security
Forces (West), included Tri-Services personnel,
members of the Sr Lanka Police, Special Task
Force (STF), Civil Security Departrment, National
Cadet Corps and both retired and serving
differently-abled War Heroes. The parade
saluted His Excellency the President, proudly
displaying their discipline and national pride in
lime with military tradition.

The celebration featured vibrant performances
by cultural troupes with traditional dances
showcasing the rich diversity of Sr Lankan
culture.
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A two day training programme for trainers of the "Clean Sri Lanka" initiative was held at the Regimental Headquarters
of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry in Panagoda on 18" and 19 February 2025. Dr. Nandika Sanath Kumanayake, Secretary
to the President, Senior Additional Secretaries to the President, the Secretary of the Ministry of Defence, Commanders
of the Army and Air Force, Senior Officers of Tri-Services & 3ri Lanka Police and other key Government officials took
part in the training programme.

Following the inaugural session, the two-day training programme began under the direction of a specialised training
team organised by the Presidential Secretariat. 135 participants from the Tri-Services and the Sri Lanka Police attended
the training session.

New Logistics Monagement Systems from Sri Lanka Army

The official launch of
the Automated Material
Management System -
Version 2 and the myQ1
Application was held on
19" February 2025 at the
Amy Headgquarters marking
a significant advancement
in the Ammys logistical
and material management
capabilities. Lieutenant
General Lasantha Rodrigo
RSF ctf-ndu psc  1G,
Commander of the Army
graced the occasion and
officially launched the new
application.
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SLCOMM Inaugurates its 8" Annual Academic Sessions

The 8" Annual Academic Sessions of the Sn
e - ! Lanka College of Military Medicine (SLCOMM)
REMONY I commenced with an inaugural ceremony at the
EEEIDHB 207 Galadan Hotel Colombo on 14" February 2025
! under the theme “Advancing Military Healthcare
Excellence Innovation and Global Impact.” The
event serves as a platform to enhance civil-military
cooperation among experts in military medicine.

Air Vice Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd)
Wwv, RWP and two Bars, RSP and Bar, USP,
MMSc (Strat Stu-China), MSc (Def Stu) in Mgt,
MSc (Def & Strat Stu), fndu (China), psc, Secretary
to the Ministry of Defence, graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest and Dr, Narendra Pinto, Consultant
Orthopaedic and Trauma Surgeon, attended as the
Guest of Honour at the invitation of SLCOMM.

Tri-forces Commanders, special invitees in Indian
delegation, Brigadier Tathagatha Chatterjee
along with Dr. Jyotsna Punj and Dr. Ravinder
Kumar Pandey from All India Institute of Medical
Sdiences (AlIMS) also participated in the academic
sessions, highlighting the international scope of the
discussions, including more than 350 professionals
from various medical and dental institutions. The
event further created a platform for productive
discussions and strengthened collaborations
across multiple fields of expertise.

SLCOMM is a professional body comprising
medical and dental doctors from the Sr Lanka
Army, Mavy and Air Force, The Annual Academic
Sessions of SLCOMM continue to serve as a
vital forum for advancing knowledge and fostering
innovation while enhancing global contributions to
military healthcare.
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The nationwide initiative to renovate 1,000 schools under the
“Clean Sri Lanka" project officially commenced on 20" February
2025 at WP/HO/Mlukowita Primary School, llukowita.

The Principal, Mr. Wasantha Udayasiri, delivering the welcome
address, emphasised the significance of the project. Lisutenant
General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP etf-ndu psc 1G, the Commander
of the Army laid the foundation stone, officially marking the start
of renovation work to be carried out by troops from the Engineer
Services Regiment. Major General K V N P Premaratne RSP
USP nps psc, the Adjutant General, Major General UK DD P
Udugama RWP RSP USP ndc psc, Commander, Security Forces
(West), Senior Officars, Government Officials, teachers, parents
and students attended the event.
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Mother Regiment Bids Farewell

Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment bade farewell to the former Chief
of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army and Colonel of the Regiment
of Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment (SLSR), Major General
W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP V3V USP ndu on 08"
February 2025. The outgoing Colonel of the Regiment of
Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment was warmly welcomed to the
premises offering him a Guard Tumout. After a while, he was
invited to commemaorata the fallen War Heroes at the SLSR
War Heroes' monument. Taking part in an All - Ranks tea, the
outgeoing Colenel of the Regiment SLSR interacted with the
troops. During the occasion, Major General J K R Jayakody
RWP USP. General Officer Commanding of 58 Infantry
Division presented a special memento to the outgeing
Colonel of the Regiment, SLSR. Retired Officers and friends
of the outgoing Senior Officer were among the gathering.
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Senior Appointments

Chief of Staff

Major General M GW W W M C B Wickramasinghe
RWP RSP ndu psc of the Gajaba Regiment
officially assumed duties as the 86" Chief of Staff
of the Sr Lanka Army during a formal ceremony
held at Army Headquarters on 10" February 2025.

Prior to this prestigious appeointment, he
served as the Deputy Chief of Staff of the
Sri Lanka Army and Commandant of the
S Lanka Army Volunteer Force (SLAVF).

Deputy Chief of Staff

Major General A H L G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc,
of Sri Lanka Engineers officially assumed duties as the
46" Deputy Chief of Staff (DCOS) of the Sri Lanka Army
during a formal ceremony held at Army Headquarters on
14" February 2025,

Major General AH L G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, is
currently serving as the Colonel Commandant of Corps
of Sri Lanka Enginears, and previously served as the
Commander, Security Forces (West) and Overlooking
Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force
(SLAVF) prior to this prestigious appointment,

Commandant, SLAVF

Major General D K S K Dolage USP nps psc assumed
duties as the 60" Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army
Volunteer Force (SLAVF) on 13" February 2025 at
the Volunteer Force Headguarters, amidst military
formalities.
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Prior to this prestigious appointment, he served as the
Commander, Security Forces (Central), Commandant,
Defence Services Command and Staff College and
Colonel Commandant of Sri Lanka Army Medical

Corps.
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Commander of the Army
Graces Felicitation Ceremony
ot 5t. Benedict's College,

Colombo

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc 1G, Commander of the Army, graced the felicitation ceremony
organised by his alma mater, St. Benedict's College, Colombo, on 07" February 2025. Rev. Brother Diractor of the
school warmly welcomed the Chief Guest to the event with a grand receplion extended by the school band and an
elegant "Ves Dance’ performance. The school Cadets also held a ceremonial parade for the Commander of the Army.
Addressing the students, the Chief Guest inspired the students, emphasising that values and discipline gained from the
school had shaped him to reach the highest positon of the Sn Lanka Ammy. Highlighting the importance of resilience,
he further added “the world will not hand you victories but you must eam them through determination and unwavering
effort.”

Major General W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu, former Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Ammy, Major General
UL .JS Perera RSP USP nps pse, Military Secretary of the Sri Lanka Army, Air Vice Marshal D B V Weerasinghe USF,
MDS, BSc (Def Stu), MIM (SL), psc, Brigadier L WV S R Wettasinghe (SLAC), Director of Administration at General Sir
John Kotelawala Defence University (KDU) Hospital, Brigadier S D N C De Silva, Centre Commandant of the Sii Lanka
Armmy Service Corps and 5 M Y Seneviratne, Deputy Inspector General attended the event,

Further strengthening the school’s technological infrastructure, the Commander of the Armmy inaugurated the newly
constructed IT laboratory.
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Series of Community Service Programmes from

91 Infantry Division

On the occasion of the 77" Independence Day, the troops of 51 Infantry Division launched a cleaning programme at St.
Teresa Elders' Home under the guidance of Major General M P N AMuthumala USP psc, General Officer Commanding,
51 Infantry Division on 04" February 2025. Subsequently, a delicious lunch treat was provided to the residents. Before
the culmination of the event, sanitary items were donated for the use of the senior citizens. Under the second phase
of the initiative, a special lunch was arranged for 150 children in the Kopay area. Major General ¥ A B M Yahampath
RWP RSP ndu psc, Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna), Major General M PN A Muthumala USP psc, General Officer
Commanding, 21 Infantry Division Officers and Other Ranks took part in the event,

Security Force Headquarters (Wanni) Hosts an
Educative Lecture

Security Force
Headquarters  {Wanni)
organised a lecture
about “Drugs Prevention
Programme™ at  the
- e ; S N auditorium  of Secunty
et : - s e Force Headquarters
T ; ks {Wanni) on 25" February
; 2025. Mr. N G Danushka
Sampath Wijesinghe,
Assistant Counselor
of Mational Dangerous
Drugs Control Board
conducted the session
addressing various topics
including repercussion of
drugs use and prevention,
nature of addiction of
drugs use and law on
drugs. Officers and Other
Ranks of Security Forcas
(Wanni}) participated in
the lecture on site and
online through the zoom.
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Commander of the Army Joins
Novam Peraohera at Hunupitiya
Gangaramaya Temple

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu
psc 1G, the Commander of the Army, took part in the
Mavam Perahera held on Mavam Full Moon Poya Day
(12" February 2025), at Hunupitiva Gangaramaya
Temple. Honourable Professor Hiniduma Sunil
Senevi, Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs graced the annual procession held
for the 45" conseculive year as the Chief Guest.

Former  Presidents, Ministers, and  other
dignitaries also joined the inaugural proceedings
of the final procession. The Mavam Perahera
was organised under the guidance of the Maha
Sangha, led by Venerable Dr, Kirnde Assaji
Thero, \iharadhikari of Gangaramaya Temple.

Commander of the Army Visits War Heroes at
‘Abhimansala - I’

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc
IG, Commander of the  Army along with Mrs. Swendrini
Dissanayake, President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU),
visited War Heroes at Abhimansala Il - Wellness Resort in
Pangolla on 05" February 2025. Duringthe visit, the Commander
of the Army inspected the villas, the hospital, the DPM Ayurvedic
Hospital and Abhiman Shilpa Piyasa located in the premises,

Later, the Commander of the Army and the President of
the ASVU distributed gift packs to the residents of the
Abhimansala 11l - Wellness Resort. In the meantime,
two residents presented a handcrafted item and a
mystery painting painted by the War Herces to the
Commander of the Army and the President of the ASVLU.

Major General K V N P Premaratne RSP USP nps psc,
the Adjutant General of Sri Lanka Ammy, Major General
W M P M Wiesooriya RWP RSP ndu, General Officer
Commanding, 57 Infantry Division, Brigadier W A S R
Wijedasa WWV RSP USP ndc psc, Director of Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilitation, Brigadier G R S Dhamarathne
USP, Commandant of Abhimansala I, Senior Officers,
Officars and Other Ranks were also present at the event.
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Courtesy Meetings
TR

Australion Defence Attaché

The Awstralian Defence Attaché to Sri
Lanka, Colonel Amanda Johnston, met
Lisutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP
ctf-ndu psc IG, the Commander of the Army
at the Army Headguarters on 17" February
2025.

Colonel Avihay Zafrany, the Defence
Attaché of the Embassy of Israel in New
Delhi, accredited to Sri Lanka, paid a
courtesy call on Lieutenant General
Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc IG,
Commander of the Army at the Army
Headquarters on 18 February 2025,

Her Excellency Miyon LEE, Ambassador
of the Republic of Korea to Sri Lanka,
paid a courtesy call on Lieutenant General
Lasantha Rodrigo RSP cti-ndu psc |G,
the Commander of the Army, at the Amy
Headquarters on 037 February 2025
Ms. Sohngyee JUNG, Deputy Head of
Mission also joined the delegation for the
courtasy visit.

Her Excellency was accompanied by
Lieutenant Colonel Han Jonghun, the
Defence Attaché of the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea in New Delhi, accredited
to Sri Lanka and Nepal.

During the meeting, both parties engaged in discussions an enhancing bilateral ties between Sri Lanka and the Republic
of Korea particularly in the sphere of military cooperation,



KDU Vice Chancellor

Rear Admiral H G U Dammika Kumara VSV,
USF, psc, MMaritimePol, BSc (DS), the Vice
Chancellor of General Sir John Kotelawala
Defence University (KDU) paid a courtesy
call on Lieutenant General Lasantha Redrigo
RSP ctf-ndu psc 1G, Commander of the Army,
at the Army Headquarters on 25" February
2025.

Delegation from the Rwanda Defence Force Command and
Staff College

A delegation from the Rwanda Defence
Force Command and Staff College
(RODFCSC), met Lieutenant General
Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-ndu psc IG,
the Commander of the Army during thair
visit to Sri Lanka on 11" February 2025 as
a part of the RDFCSC's annual training
programme for Senior Officers. The
delegation was led by Colonel Lausanne
MNsengimana and included Senior
Directing Staff member Lieutenant Colonel
Jean Baptiste Uwiminsi, and two student
Officers.

During the meeting, the Commander of the Army welcomed the RDFCSC Officers to his office and engaged in discussions
on their visit, exchanging insights on security matters and bilateral military relations.

US Ambassador

Her Excellency Julie Chung, the
Ambassador of the United States of
America to Sri Lanka, paid a courtesy call
on Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo
RSP ctf-ndu psc IG, the Commander of
the Army, on 19" February 2025 at Army
Headquarters.

Mr. Seth © Mevins, the United States
Assistant Defence Attaché to Sri Lanka
and the Maldives, and Captain Thaddeus
Black, Foreign Area Officer were also
present during the courtesy visit,
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School Accessories Distribution Programme

- s
g bo:;kand school equipment LG THE FUTURL f“ MINDS: EMPOWERING THE FUTUR
pnation  programme  was

conducted for children from
underprivileged  families  in
Selvapuram and Yogapuram
on 14" January 2025 at the NEEDY Chee
CIMIC Park premises under

the guidance of Major General

Y AB M Yahampath RWP RSP ndu
psc, Commander, Security Forces
(Jafina) and the supervision of Major
General M P N A Muthumala USP
psc, General Officer Commanding, 51
Infantry Division.

NG MINDS: EMPOY

The financial contributions for this initiative were generously provided by Major General Ravi Rathnasingham (Retd),
Mr. Sivakumar Ponnathurai and his spouse, Mr. Thabotharan, Mr. Bawan, and Mr. Thenujan.

Newly Constructed House for o
Deserving Family

The newly constructed house was handed over to a
needy family in Walikamam South, Uduvil on 11" January
2025, signifying a gesture of support and community
collaboration. The house was constructed under the
guidance of Major General ¥ A B M Yahampath RWP
RSP ndu psc, Commander of the Security Forces (Jaffna)
and supervision of Major General M P N A Muthumala
USP psc, General Officer Commanding the 51 Infantry

Division. The troops of 17" Battalion the Gemunu Watch extended their
manpower and technical expertise for the housing project and Vanni Aid
Canada extended the financial generosity for the project through the
coordination of Major General Ravi Rathnasingham (Retd).

[:ummund'er,ﬁel:urity Forces (East) Meets Governor and Bishop of the
Eastern Province

: Hﬁ*ﬁv&& B
Major General P R Pathirawithana USAWC psc, Commander, Security Forces (East) called on Honourable Prof,
Jayantha Lal Ratnasekera, Governor of the Eastern Province and Mr. W G M Hemantha Kumara, District Secretary on
22 January 2025. Extending the visit further, Commander, Security Forces (East) met His Eminence Bishop Christian

Noel Emmanuel, Bishop of the Eastern Province on 22™ January 2025. General Officer Commanding, 22 Infantry
Division, Senior Officers of the 22 Infantry Division participated in this visit.
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Army Members Set Exemplary Standard with Honesty

i 3 1 1

Setting an admirable example for all members of the Sri Lanka Army, Colonel
W M D H R K Welikanna RWP, the Colonel General Staff of the 81 Infantry
Division, found a wallet containing cash and valuables on the roadside in the
Boossa area while cycling along Galle Road, handed over to the rightful owner -
Mr. W E Sameera Madusanka. The wallet was retumed to him on 17" February
2025 summoning him to the 61 Infantry Division Headquarters.

The wallet contained Rs. 38,770.00 in cash, two ATM bank cards, a bank
passbook, a national identity card, a driving license and an insurance card.
The owner expressed his deep gratitude to the Colonel General Staff of the
61 Infantry Division for his honesty and exemplary conduct, appreciating his
courtesy.

Corporal Gunasekara K P M N of the 2 (V) Sri Lanka
Army Women's Corps, serving at the 54 Infantry Division
Headquarters, set an inspiring example of honesty by returning
a lost wallet containing Rs. 102 220.00 along with important
documents. On 11" February 2025, while at a bank in Mannar
town, she discovered the misplaced wallet and handed it over to
the Mannar Police Station, ensuring its safe return to its rightful
owner, Ms. Sundararasa Merry Sudarshani. Recognising her
integrity, the General Officer Commanding (GOC) of the 54
Infantry Division commended her for upholding the highest
values of the Sri Lanka Army. Additionally, the Officer-in-Charge
of the Mannar Police Station presented her with a letter of
appreciation in recognition of her exemplary conduct.
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The virtues of
soldiers who
conduct such
exemplary acts are
deeply appreciated
and brings immense
pride for both the
organisation and
the nation. Despite
the waves of
negative narratives
that occasionally
surface, these
commendahle
attributes of brave
War Heroes should
be acclaimed as
these qualities truly
deserve recognition
and honour.



In line with World Military Day, Sri Lanka Army successiully
hosted the Conseil International du Sport Militaire
(CISM) run with the paricipation of more than 300 Tn-
Service personnel including Tri-Force Commanders and
Senior Officers on 18" February 2025. The event aimed
to highlight the importance of physical fitness, military
preparedness and international camaraderie among
amed forces worldwide.

Commencing from Parliament Grounds in Battaramulla,
the CISM run covered a distance of approximately 2.6 km,
culminating at the main entrance of Ammy Headguarters.
The event concluded with a cerlificate awarding ceremony.
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Commander of the Army Visits

Security Forces (Wanni)

Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP cif-ndu psc IG,
Commander of the Army visited Security Forces (Wanni)
on 08" February 2025. Major General J P C Peiris BWP
RSP ndc, Commander, Security Forces (Wanni), warmly
welcomed the Commander of the Army to the Security
Force Headguarters (Wanni) together with the troops
according a formal Guard Turmout at the entrance.

Addressing the troops, the Commander of the Army shared
valuable insights and encouraged personnel to continue
thair exemplary service with dadication and pride as proud
citizens. His speech emphasised the importance of unity,
discipline and continuous development within the Armed
Forces. He also highlighted the role of every Officer and
soldier as not only defenders of the nation but also as a
role model in the society while stressing the importance
of maintaining high moral standards both on and off duty.

During the visit, the Commander of the Army also formally
vested a newly constructed house to Mr. S D Suresh
Kumara and his family, who reside in the Atambagaskada
area of Vavuniya. The troops of Corps of Engineer Services
extended their manpower and technical expertise for the
project under the guidance of the Commander, Security
Forces (Wanni).

The visit of the Commander of the Ammy culminated
with the wvisit to Venerable Atambagaskada Kalyana
Thissa Abhidana Mayaka Thero, the Chief Incumbent
of Sudharmaramaya Maha ‘iharaya and Venerable
Muwatagama Ananda Thero, the Chief Incumbent of the
Madukanda Sri Dalada Viharaya.

i
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United Nations Resident Coordinator
Visits SFHQ (Joffna)
e

i.. 1

Mr. Marc-André Franche, United Mations Resident Coordinator in Sri Lanka, paid a courtesy visit to Major General
¥ AB M Yahampath RWP RSP ndu psc, Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna) at the Security Force Headquarters
{Jaffna) on 14" February 2025, During the meeting, the Commander of Security Forces (Jaffna) provided an insightful
briefing on Army involvement in community relations projects, security operations and other key concerns affecting the
region. The discussion highlighted the commitment of the Army to maintain the peace and development in the Jaffna
Peninsula.

10" Contingent at SRIMED
Level 2 Hospital in South
Sudan Returns Home

-=RAdIN & v -

The 10" contingent of the United Nations Missicn in South Sudan (UNMISS) at SRIMED Level 2 UN Hospital in Bor,
South Sudan, comprising 09 Officers and 42 Other Ranks, arrived in Sri Lanka on 11" February 2025, following the
successfiul completion of their ong vear mission. Meanwhile, the remaining 07 Officers and 05 Other Ranks staved in
South Sudan as a rear party and are expected to arrive in due course.

Major General W AU S Wanasekara RWP USP, the Centre Commandant of the Sri LankaArmy Medical Corps, Director
of Movement and several Senior Officers of the Sri Lanka Army welcomed the retumed 10" contingent of the Level
2 Hospital UNMISS at Bandaranaike International Airport. During their one year tenure, the SRIMED troops were
committed to ensure the smooth operation of the Level 2 Hospital, making significant contributions to maintain UN
healthcare standards and quality, with a strong emphasis on patient safety.
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GOC - 53 Infantry Division Visits Airmobile Training School

g

Major General K H M S Wickramaratne RSP, the General Officer Commanding (GOC) of the 53 Infantry Division
undertook an official visit to Airmobile Training Schoel, Nikawewa en 28" January 2025, Major H M T H Lakmal, Chief
Instructor of the Airmobile Training School warmly welcomed the GOC, 53 Infantry Division and briefed the status of
ongoing training pregrammes. The visit culminated with an inspection of the camp facilities.

Agri - Equipment Distribution Programme

Troops of 16" Battalion of Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment organised an Agr — equipment Distribution Programme under
the guidance of Major W H Wickramasinghe RSP USP psc Lsc, SLSR Commanding Officer, 16™ Battalion of Sri Lanka
Sinha Regiment deployed at Karappukutti, Vavuniya on 29 January 2025. Rs.40,000.00 worth agri — equipment were
distributed among 50 deserving families under the programme. Brigadier B D Femando USP Hdme psc, Commander,
561 Infantry Brigade graced the event. Hadabima Authority extended much-required sponsorship for the programme.

Prefects' Investiture Ceremony at Lukpahana International School

The Prefects’ Investiture Ceremony for the newly appeointed prefects of Lakpahana Intemational Schocl, Kandana,
was held on 14" February 2025 at the school premises. Brigadier R R de S Dharmawickrama RSP, the Commander
of the 141 Infantry Brigade graced the event as the Chief Guest. During the ceremeny, he delivered an insightful and
motivational lecture on the principles of leadership, empowering the newly appointed prefects to embrace their roles
with responsibility and confidence. His address further emphasised the importance of leading by example and fostering
teamwork within the school community. The Principal, teachers and parents attended the event.
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Commander of the Army Inspects Refurbished TATA 709 Trucks

Under the guidance of Commander of the Amy,
the Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
(SLEME) recently added ten refurbished TATA 709
trucks into the Army's fleet at the Base Workshop,
Udawalawa. The Commander of the Army inspected
these vehicles at the Army Headquarters on 19"
February 2025.

The refurbishment of these vehicles was done by the
troops of the Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
Base Waorkshop, Udawalawa, ensuring their
operational readiness before being handed over to
respactive units.

Cluarter Master General, Master General Ordnance,
Director General Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers, Director Supply & Transport, Senior
Officers, Officers and Other Ranks participated in the
avant.

Following directives of Commander of the Army, the Directorate of Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation conducted a medical
camp at the Sr Lanka Army Prosthetics and Orthopedics Workshop — "SANASUMA” in Galle on 25" January 2025. The
initiative aimed to address the healthcare needs of disabled veterans in the Southem Province, recognising the profound
and invaluable contributions that they have made to the nation.

The medical camp focused on providing essential support, particulary for veterans in need of prosthetic limbs or
surgical devices. Around 300 Army personnel benefited from the medical camp. The services offered included health
consultations, prosthetic maintenance, mental health counseling, and personalised dietary advice, Specialist clinics for
dermatology and dental services were also available.
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58" Annual Army Road Race

The Annual 'Army Reoad Race', organised for the 58® consecutive time, began at the entrance of the Army
Headquarters on 16" February 2025 moming in the presence of Lieutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP
ctf-ndu psc I1G, the Commander of the Army.

The marathon, spanning approximately 22km from Battaramulla to the Panagoda Army Cantonment,
attracted 111 participants from 21 Regiments, including 22 women runners. The event was successfully
arranged under the guidance of Major General B G S Fernando USF Hdmc psc, the Chairman of the Sn
Lanka Armmy Athletic Committee.

The race began at 6.00 a.m, traversing through Diyatha Uyana, Battaramulla, Malabe, Athurugiriya, and
Habarakada before culminating near the Ammy Physical Training School (APTS) at Panagoda. Major
General AH L G Amarapala BWP RSP nde psc, the Deputy Chief of Staff, the Adjutant General, Majg
General KV N P Premaratne RSP USP nps psc, Colonel Commandant
of the Sri Lanka Artillery and the Chairman of the Sri Lanka

Armmy Athletic Committes, along with several other

ﬂsgninr Officers participated in the event.
Ny

fd- -"% i ; *

Sri Lanka Artillery claimed the overall
championship in the Men's category, while the Sri
Lanka Army General Service Corps secured the
overall championship in the Women's category.
Recruit Femando M 8 A of Sn Lanka Arillery
took the First Place, Lance Corporal Gunasekara
HD S D of the Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers eamed the Second Place and Lance
Corporal Kariyawasam K G V D of the S Lanka
Sinha Regiment finished in the Third Place in
the Men's category. In the Women's category,
Lance Corporal Herath H M C S of the Sri Lanka
General Service Corps claimed the First Place,
Lance Corporal Midarshani W A M N of the Sri
Lanka Signal Corps won the Second Place and
Lance Corporal Bandara A S N of the Sri Lanka
Army Women's Corps secured the Third Place.
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Colonel of the Regiment Visits 3 SLSR

Major General W P A D W
Manayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu,
Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka
Army and Colonel of the Regiment
of the Sr Lanka Sinha Regiment
(SLSR), paid an official visit to the
3" Battalion of the Sri Lanka Sinha
Regiment on 31" January 2025
Colonel of the Regiment of the Sni
Lanka Sinha Regiment (SLSR) was
warmly welcomed to the premises
by Major F J Samaranayake RSP,
SLSR the Commanding Officer,
3 S5L3R according a Guard Turnout.

Addressing the troops, the Colonel
of the Regiment emphasised
the importance of maintaining
discipline and developing positive
attitudes. The visit of the Colonel
of the Regiment of the Sri Lanka
Sinha Regiment was also extended
to Alpha Rifle Company at
Piduruthalagala.

Major General P R Pathiravithana USAWC psc, Commander of Security Forces (East), paid his first official visit to
the Headquarters 24 Infantry Division at Ampara on 31% February 2025. Major General H C L Galappathti RSP USP,
General Officer Commanding, 24 Infantry Division together with the Officers warmly welcomed the Commander, Security
Forces (East) according him a colourful Guard Tumout at the entrance.

Commander of Security Forces (East), addressed the troops of 24 Infantry Division and reviewed the progress of the
Deegawapiya Restoration project conducted by 24 Infantry Division.

Further, the Commander of Security Forces (East) also visited 23 Infantry Division at Punani on 01® February 2025.
Major General W P Kariyawasam and Officers of the 23 Infantry Division wammly welcomed the Commander of Security
Force (East). After addressing the troops, the Commander, Security Forcas (East) also inspected the welfare and
administrative requirements of the troops.
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Troops of Sri Lanka Force Protection
Company at the United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) Commended

T e e s A
The prestigious Medal Awarding
Ceremony of the 15" Sr Lanka
Force Protection Company at
the United Mations Interim Faree
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) took place g
on 11" February 2025 at the
UNIFIL Headquarters in Nagoura,
Lebanon. During the significant
event, the Sri Lankan contingent
was honoured for their exemplary
dedication and awarded UN
medals for their service.

Major General C B Dhakal, the Deputy Force Commander of UNIFIL, graced the event as the Chief Guest. HE Mr.
K S Jayaweera, the Ambassador of Sr Lanka to Lebanon, Senior Officers of the Lebanese Armed Forces and UNIFIL
officials participated in the event.Major General U K D D P Udugama RWP RSP USP ndc psc, Major General
K AW N H Bandaranayake USP and Brigadier S A Hettige RSP psc represented the Sn Lanka Army at the event.

ST
T

Major General U K D D P
Udugama RWP RSP USP ndc
psc, Major General K A W N H
Bandaranayake USP and Brigadier
S A Hettige RSP psc representing
the Sri Lanka Army paid a courtesy
call to Major General C B Dhakal,
the Deputy Force Commander of
United MNations Interim Force in
Lebanon on 10" February 2025.

The Senior Officers also inspected
the 15" Sri Lanka Force Protection
Company at the United Nations
Intarim Force in Lebanon (UMIFIL)
on 11" February 2025 at the
UNIFIL Headgquarters in Nagoura,
Lebanon. During the visit, the Sn
Lankan Officers also addressed
the troops and visited the injured.
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Security Forces (Central) Assists Muslim Community

The Security Force Headgquarters (Central) conducted a programme to distribute dates to the Haputale, Diyatalawa and
Kahagolla Jummah Masjids on 24* February 2025 to suppeort the Muslim community in preparation for the upcoming
fasting season.

The required stock of dates for this initiative was donated by philanthropists from the Diyvatalawa area and each masjid
received dates, Major General K AW N H Bandaranayake USP, Commander, Security Forces (Central), along with
several Senior Officers, were present at the occasion.

GOC -

Major General W M 5 C K Wanasinghe RSP USP, the General Officer Commanding, 21 Infantry Division, paid an
official visit to the 7 (V) Sri Lanka Armoured Corps and 4" Battalion of Sri Lanka Mational Guard undercommand to 212
Infantry Brigade on 28" January 2025. All Officers including Commanding Officers and Other Ranks warmly welcomed
the General Officer Commanding, 21 Infantry Division according him a Drive Pass. Before the culmination, the General
Officer Commanding, 21 Infantry Division addressed the troops.

Programme to Enhance Tactical Knowledge at SFHQ (Wanni)

¥ P | I

The Security Force Headquarters (Wanni) conducted a Map Reading Exercise from 187 to 21" February 2025 under the
patronage of Major General J P C Peiris RWP RSP nde, Commander Security Forces (Wanni) with the aim of enhancing
the operational readiness and tactical planning capabilities of the Officers serving at the formations undercommand
to Security Force Headquarters (Wanni). Further, this Map Exercise focused on enhancing the tactical knowledge,
understanding and reviewing of the estimate process,
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Troops of 232 Infantry
Brigade distributed
lunch  packels for

Community vlagers in Kolawadi on
sService from 04" February 2025.
Sri Lanka Army
&

Troops of 242 Infantry Brigade distributed school accessories
and lunch for a children's home in Thirukkovil on 04%
February 2025.

Troops of 241 Infantry Brigade distributed school
accessories and lunch for a gids’ children's home in
Akkaraipattu on 04% February 2025.

. 8

r A delicious lunch treat was provided

Troops of the 243 L to  Kathiraweli  Thilakawathie

mf‘a““_'!'"ed Eﬂlgﬁdﬁ Orphanage by the troops of 7"

orgaiiser e iHio Battalion of the Gemunu Watch under

treat and gift donahfc;n command to 233 Infantry Brigade on

Eh":;’lgm;”'e e ir: 04" February 2025.

Akkaraipattu and ¥

Arugampuli  on 04"

February 2025. i

@&

Troops of Security
Forces (East)
distributed  school
accessories and
lunch for Mahasen
Elder's and Children's Home in| The troops of the 37
Polonnaruwa on 04" February 2025, Srn Lanka Ordnance
Corps  together with
their Commanding
Officer established a
watar supplzt‘.r project

j Februaw 2023,
with the intention of
providing purified, safe
drinking water to the

PFieris axt&ndad the
g financial generosity.
i The event was held
under the patronage of

Colonel EW R S B Ehelepola USP USACGSC, Commander (Officiating) 211 Infantry Major General WM S N

Bridge vested a new osmosis plant (water purification unit) installed fulfiling a long Wijekoon nde AATO, the
standing requirement of the brigade on 12" February 2025. Commander  Logistics

Command (East).
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A Series of Lectures to Inspire Soliders

55 Infantry Division in Kilinechchi 1 Corps in Iranamadu 22 Infantry Division in Trincomalee

A zeries of motivational lectures for soldiers,

conducted under the directives of the Director
of Media and Psychological Operations was Sixteen years have passed since the end of the war,

successfully organised across multiple military AN for many, its memories have begun to fade. A
formations islandwide. These sessions took  NEW generation has emerged on both sides, largely
place at the 22 Infantry Division in Trincomalee, unaware of the history that once shaped their nation.
'&ehn‘py School of Ln::gmtm_s in Trincomalee, 1 While war is never a pleasant topic to recall, the
rps in lranamadu, the Sri Lanka Army Corps :

of Agriculture and Livestock's Training School courage and sacrifice of the War Heroes, those who
in Murukkandi, and the 55 Infantry Division in ~ Were Wounded, left differently abled, or laid down
Kilinochchi. their lives should never be forgotien. The freedom we
Lieuwtenant  Colonel  Sujth  Chaminda enjoy today is a result of their valour and sacrifices.
Edirisingha from the Directorate of Media  LeStWe forget the sacrifices made by our War Heroes.
and Psychological Operations delivered
an insightful lecture on soldier mofivation
through military literature, inculcating a deep
sense of pride, sharing wartime experiences .
and unde?smring thggendur?ance, ppatienc:e, a1y l j’a ﬂ“j"" : ’
and unwavering commitment of War Heroes. «dl Ll aa,ff
Additionally, Major M | Marikkar of the same
directorate conducted an instructive session
titted ‘The Proud Soldier’, highlighting the
responsible use of social media, prudent
economic management, and the necessity of
avoiding invelvement in illicit activilies.

Ammy School of Logistics in Trincomalee

Angampara Training Programme at 59 Infantry Division

An Angampora training programme organsied by the 59 Infantry Division, under the guidance of Major General DR N
Hettiarachchi RWP RSP USP was successfully held from 15" to 28" February 2025 at the 6" Battalion of the Gemunu
Watch. The programme consisted of 90 members, aimed to enhance the combat skills of the participating troops. 10
skilled instructors from the Army Angampora team provided the resource assistance for the programme,
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President - ASVU Inspects Seva Vanitha
Paper Recycling Project

Mrs. Swendnni Dissanayake, President of the
Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU) together with
Lisutenant General Lasantha Rodrigo RSP ctf-
ndu psc IG, Commander of the Army, visited
the Seva Vanitha Paper Recycling Project at
Pangolla on 06" February 2025.

During the visit, they inspected the ongoing
paper recycling operations, and provided
valuahle guidance to enhance efficiency
and productivity of the project, Further, they
ingpected the accommodation faciliies of
the soldiers and issued instructions for the
construction of a new billet to provide improved
living conditions for the personnel.

The Annual variety entertainment concert of Viru Kekulu Preschool, Minneriya was held at the Auditorium of the School
of Artillery under the patronage of Mrs. Nirmalee Wijekoon, a Senior Seva Vanitha member of the Army Seva Vanitha
Unit on 24" January 2025. Major General W M 5 N Wijekoon ndc AATO Commander, Logistics Command (East), Senior
Officars, Officers, Other Ranks, teachers, staff and parents participated in the event,
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ASVU President Inaugurates English Medium Classrooms at
the Viru Kekulu Preschool

The newly constructed English

. . Yoo o i A
medium classrooms, which fulfilled e & |
a long-standing requirement at the ree ' ;,% = i
Viru Kekulu Preschool in Panagoda, d ﬂlyﬁ I

were officially inaugurated on
17 February 2025, under the
guidance of Mrs.  Swendrini
Dissanayake, President of the Army
Seva Vanitha Unit (ASWU). After
welcoming the President ASVU,
new students were symbolically
registered for the English medium
classes and served snacks.
Thereafter, the President ASVU,
inspected the preschool and
daycare centre providing necessary
instructions  for  the  further
improvement of the facilities.

I ) m g

Subsequently, the President, ASVU
visited the Panagoda beauty salon
and a house at Romial Mawatha,
Panagoda, which had been donated
to ASVU for the construction of a
holiday bungalow for War Heroes
and their families. During her visit,
she provided necessary directives
for the future enhancement of
these facilities as well, Mrs. Surangi
Amarapala, senior member in
charge of Panagoda Viru Kekulu
Preschool, Colonel (Coord) of
ASVU, teachers and parents,
attended the event.

The Sr Lanka Light Infantry Seva Vanitha Branch (SLLI-SVB), under the direction of Mrs. Darshani Yahampath, the
Chairperson, SLLI-SVB launched a programme on 30" January 2025 at the SLLI Regimental Centre to promote self-
employment among soldiers and their families. The initiative aimed to empower soldiers by providing them with an
opportunity for sustainable income generation. As part of the programme, banana saplings were distributed among
members of the Regiment. The project was implemanted with the support of the Plant Virus |dentification Centre,
Homagama.
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The Gemunu Watch Seva Vanitha Branch

S —

The Gemunu Watch Seva Vanitha Branch (GW-SVB) organised its Annual Bodhi Puja Pinkama at Bellanwila Rajamaha
Viharaya on 28" January 2025. Major General W B J K Wimalaratne EWP RSP, the Colonel of the Regiment of the
Gemunu Watch and Dr. (Mrs.) Dilurukshi Wimalaratne, the Chairperson of GW-SVB, members of GW-SVE, Senior
Officers, Officers and Other Ranks paricipated in the event,

Sri Lanka Army Ordnonce Corps Seva Vanitha Branch

¥ 1y e T
i ! | S Ay e L )

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Sn Lanka Army Ordnance Corps Seva Vanitha Branch (SLAOC-SVB) was
conducted under the patronage of Mrs. Iresha Fermando, the Chairperson of SLAOC-SVE on 25" January 2025, During
the meeting, a financial assistance worth of Rs. 50,000.00 was extended to support the medical expenses of Lance
Corporal Adikari S P K P. During the meeting, a motivational lecture delivered by Lieutenant Colonel E A AS Chamindha,
inspiring the attendees and providing valuable insights.

Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps Seva Vanitha Branch

The Sri Lanka Ammy General Service Corps Seva Vanitha Branch (SLAGSC-SVB) completed the partially constructed
house of Mr. Hasith Udana, a civil employee of SLAGSC and officially vested in the beneficiary on 31* January 2025.
Mrs. Thushari Abeysinghe, the Chairperson of SLAGSC-SVE graced the event. Mrs. Nayomi Silva, Vice President of
SLAGSC-5VE, members of SLAGSC-SVB, Senior Officers and Other Ranks participated in the event.

)
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Sri Lanka Corps of Military Police Seva Vanitha Branch

5 » ]

Sri Lanka Corps of Military Police Seva Vanitha Branch (SLCMP-SVB), in collaboration with the 7 SLCMP, provided
a delicious lunch treat, distributed dry ration packs and organised an entertaining session for the wellbeing of the
rasident War Heroes at the Abimansala - Ill, Pangolla Wellness Centre on 23 January 2025. Mrs. Iresha Perera, the
Chairperson of the SLCMP-SVE graced the occasion as the Chief Guest together with SLCMP-SVE members.

g

New Presidents of Seva Vanitha Branches

Mrs. Mahesha Ariyasena, the newly appointed
Chairperson of the Mechanized Infantry Regiment
Seva Vanitha Branch (MIR-SVB), officially assumed
her duties during a brief ceremony held at the
Regimental Headquarters, Dambuluhalmillawawa,
Kakirawa on 09" February 2025. After assuming

Mrs. Vindya Premaratne assumed the office asthe new
Chairperson of the Artillery Seva Vanitha Branch, (SLA-
SVB) on 11 January 2025 at the Artillery Seva Vanitha
Branch Office in Panagoda. Members of the SLA-SVB
took part in the duty assumption and congratulated the
new Chairperson of SLA-SVB.

duties, the Chairperson, MIR-SVB had a discussion
with its members on the future welfare activities.

%
Mrs. Indunil Jayakody, new Chairperson of the Sri Lanka | Mrs. Ayesha Livange was appointed as the new
Sinha Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch (SLSR-SVE), | Chairperson of Sri Lanka Signal Comps Seva Vanitha

assumed duties on 11" February 2025 during a simple | Branch on 25" January 2025. Members of the SLSC-SVEB
ceremony at the SLSR Regimental Headguarters, amidst | took part in the duty assumption,

religious blessings and warm greetings. Members of the
SLA-SVB took part in the duty assumption.
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