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Blissful Vesak
Filled with
serenity and
Enlightenment...!
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DIRECTORATE OF MEDIA & PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS, ARMY HEADQUARTERS, SR JAYAWARDENEPURA, SRI LANKA.



His Excellency the President, Ranil

Wickremesinghe declared open the ‘Buddha

[] Rashmi' Vesak Zone 2024 in Colombo on

Spectacular 'Buddha My 2024 ina il cocasion ol
e ‘Seemamalakaya’ of 'Hunupitiya

Basnml "esak zo“e Gangarama \iharaya' in Colombo.

Adistinguished gathering of clergy, Mr.

E M S B Ekanayake, Secretary to

4 the President, Mr. Sagala

2 2 Ratnayaka, Chief of Staff
and Senior Advisor to

the Prasident, Mr. John

Amaratunga, Former Member of Parliameant,

General Shavendra Silva WWV BWP RSP VSV USP ndc
psc MPhil, Chief of Defence Staff, Lisutenant General
HL VM Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the
Army, Vice Admiral Privantha Perera RSP USP ndu psc,
Commander of the Nawy, Air Marshal Udeni Rajapaksa
RSP W3V USP rcds psc, Commander of the Air Force,
Senior Officers and foreign delegates also took part in the
cersmany,

Later, HE the President, switched on illuminations and inaugurated
the '‘Buddha Rashmi Vesak Zone 2024 and declared open the
‘Dansala’ (free giveaway) at the Shangri-La Green premises.
Troops of Corps of Engineer Services built the newest

addition to the ‘Budda Rashmi’ Vesak Zone 2024 under

the guidance of the Army Commander according to the

theme ‘Wessanthara Raja Maligawa' (Palace of King
Wessanthara) and ‘Wankagiriya' Forest.

Diyawanna Annual
Vesak Zone

The Diyawanna Annual Vesak Zone organised by the Ministry of
Defence, Tri-Forces, and Independent Television Metwork (ITN)
was successfully held on 23 May 2024. A distinguished gathering
including clergy, General Shavendra Silva WW\V RWP RSP
VSV USP ndc psc MPhil, Chief of Defence Staff and Lisutenant
General H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the
Army participated in the programme.

The Vesak Zone, covering Denzil Kobbekaduwa Mawatha and the
Ministry of Defence Road in Battaramulla, featured specially made
lanterns and cther displays showcasing expert craftsmanship of
the military personnel. A display of Bakthi Gee [Songs of religious
devation) added a colour to the event. Governmeant Officials, Tri-
Forces Senior Officers, Officers, Other Ranks and a large crowd
of devotees took part in the event.
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Highlights of National Vesak Festival at Matale
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The Mational Vesak Festival was held in
Matale on 23 May 2024 (Vesak Poya Day)
under the patronage of Honourable Vidura
Wickramanayake, Minister of Buddhasasana,
Religious and Cultural Affairs. A distinguished
gathering of Venerable Monks, the Governor
of Central Province, State Minister of Defence,
Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the
Armmy and President of Army Seva Vanitha
Unit took part in the programme. At the end,
the foreign delegations who participated in the
occasion, presented a few special mementos
to the Commander of the Army.

The third day of the Vesak Bakthi Gee (Songs
of religious devation) — 2024 organised by the
Presidential Secretariat, was conducted at Galle
Face Vesak Zone on 25 May 2024. Mr. EM 8
B Ekanayake, Secretary to the President of Sri
Lanka, Commander of the Army and President
of Army Seva Vanitha Unit took part in the
programme.
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The 17* ‘Buddha Rashmi Bathi Geethawaliya' was held in Colombo
Buddha Rashmi Vesak Zone on 26 May 2024 evening with the
participation of a distinguished gathering.

A large gathering inclusive of clergy, Secretary to the Ministry of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs, Senior Additional
Secretary to the President, Tri Force Commanders, Senior Deputy
Inspector General of Police (DIG) of Western Province, President of
Army Seva Vanitha Unit and a large crowd of devotees witnessed
the occasion,

The event began with the armival of distinguished invitees together
with Wenerable (Dr) Kirinde Assaji Thero, Chief Incumbent of
Hunupitiva Ganagarama Viharaya, featuring devotee songs, and
musical and dramatic presentations. First, second and third place
winners of the Buddha Rashmi Vesak Lantern Competition awarded
the cash prices and certificates by the Chief Guests including
Commander of the Army.

Rice and ice Cream Dansala

Rice and lce Cream Dansala was organsied in line with the
Diyawanna Annual Vesak Zone on 24 May 2024 at the entrance
to the Sri Lanka Armmy Headgquarters as a part of the Vesak
Celebration Programme of the Sri Lanka Army Headguarters with
the participation of Officers and Other Ranks. Commander of the
Army and President of Army Seva Vanitha Unit graced the cceasion
and joined to distribute rice and ice cream for the devotees,
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HE the President Inaugurates Home of
Veterans

Sri Lanka Ex-Servicemen's Association
(SLESA) welcomed its new Headguarters
Complex located in Sri Jayawardenapura,
Colombe on 22 May 2024 during a formal
caramony presided by HE the President
Ranil Wickremesinghe, Commander-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces.

A distinguished gathering inclusive of Mr.
Sagala Ratnayaka, Chief of Staff and
Senior Advisor to the President, General
Kamal Gunaratne (Rtd) W RWP RSP
USP ndc psc MPhil, Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence, General Shavendra
Silva WWY RWP RSP V3V USP ndc psc
MPhil, Chief of Defence Staff, Lieutenant
General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP
ndu, Commander of the Army, Vice
Admiral Priyantha Perera RSP USP ndu
psc, Commander of the Navy, Air Marshal
Udeni Rajapaksa RSP VSV USP reds
psc, Commander of the Air Force and
Senior Officers took part in the ceremony.

The newly inaugurated two-story building
is comprised of a conference hall, club
house, board room, mess and an office
complex. Troops of Sr Lanka Mavy
carried out the construction of the facility.
At the invitation of Major General W G
M U R Perera (Rid), HE the President
addressed the gathering. The Home of
Vieterans was constructed fulfilling a long
standing requirement of the SLESA,
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th - v The 15" commemoration of Mational

15 Ha‘“"lal war Hemes na‘ War Heroes' Day, also known as "Victory

i Day,' which pays floral tributes to the

cnmmemnm"u bravery of 28619 fallen War Heroes

TN T TN . | i who liberated the country from LTTE

terrorism, was commemorated on 19 May

2024 in a simple yet dignified ceremony

at Battaramulla National War Heroes'

Monument. Honourable Prime Minister

Dinesh Gunawardene, graced the event
as the Chief Guest.

During the ceramony, cherished memorias
of fallen War Herces from the Army
(23,962), Navy (1,160), Air Force (443),
Police (2,598) and 456 Civil Security
Department personnel, who made the
supreme sacrifice in the fight against
ruthless LTTE terrorism before May
2009, were respectfully rememberad for
their valour, gallantry, selfless dedication
and invaluable sacrifices, offering floral
tributas.

A host of dignitaries and war veterans,
including  clergy, beloved spouses/
relatives of fallen War Heroes, Honourable
Speaker Mahinda Yapa Abeywardene,
former President Honourable Mahinda
Rajapaksa, Cabinet Ministers, Field
Marshal Sarath Fonseka, Admiral of the
Fleet Wasantha Karannagoda, Marshal
of the Air Force Roshan Goonetileke,
Honourable Premitha Bandara
Tennakoon, State Minister of Defence,
Mr. Sagala Ratnayaka, Chief of Staff
and Senior Advisor to the President,
General Shavendra Siva WWW RWP
RSP V5V USP ndec psc MPhil, Chief of
Defence Staff, Lieutenant General H LV
M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander
of the Army, Vice Admiral Privantha
Perera RSP USP ndu psc, Commander
of the Mawvy, Air Marshal Udeni Rajapaksa
RSP VSV USP rcds psc, Commander
of the Air Force, Inspector General
of Police, Director General of Civil
Security Department, former Tri-Forces
Commanders, Chairman, Ranaviru Seva
Authority, Tri-Service Veterans and Senior
Officers joined the evenl.
M
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A programme to assure the welfare and administrative
reguirements of retired War Veterans and next of kin in
Dambulla and Galewela areas was successfully held on 11
May 2024 with the participation of more than 500 retired
War Vaterans and their relatives at 53 Infantry Division.

The State Minister of Defence, Honourable Premitha
Bandara Tennakoon, graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest and Lieutenant General H L WV M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu, the Commander of the Army and Mrs. Janaki
Liyanage, the President of Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU)
graced the event. During the programme the welfare and
administrative requirements of the retired War Heroes were
deeply discussed.

In addition, Directorate of Pay & Records, Directorate
of Army Benevolent Fund, Directorate of Personnel
Administration, Directorate of Legal Services, Human Rights
and Humanitarian Law, Directorate of Welfare, Directorate
of Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation and Directorate of Army
Medical Services, had established seven help desks
facilitating the War Veterans to submit their matters.

The programme was orgasnied under the supervision of
Brigadier S C Ekanayake RSP, Director Veterans Affairs &
Rehabilitation. Before the culmination of the programme, 81
dry ration packs were also distributed by the Chief Guest
together with the Commander of the Army to the fallen War
Hemoes' families. ASVU aranged the distribution,
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Artificial Limb Fitment
Project in collahoration
with the SriLanka Army and
High Gommission of India

The Sri Lanka Army, in bilateral cooperation with the High
Commission of India in Sr Lanka, initiated a programme to
manufacture artificial fimbs at the Ranaviru Sevana, Ragama.
This endeavour signifies the enduring bond between Sri Lanka
and India, also reflects a collective commitment to support those . -
who become disabled for the nation’s security. The programme commenced on 03 May 2024, with
the paricipation of 8 Indian resource personnel from

Honourable Premitha Bandara Tennakoon, the State Minister Shree Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti

of Defence graced the event as the Chief Guest. Indian High .

Commissioner to Sri Lanka, Honourable Santosh Jha, General LA Sl SEheCUlE i U0 coiieed dn 0 Mty
G D H Kamal Gunaratne (Rtd) WWV RWP RSP USP ndc psc
MPhil, Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, Lisutenant General
H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commandear of the Army and
Commandant of Ranaviru Sevana, Ragama also participated in
the event.

2024, |t aims to provide artificial limbs to 375 Army,
25 Mavy, 25 Air Force and 25 Police personnel. Apart
from this, it is planned to distibute artificial limbs to
200 civilians.
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Secretary Defence Inspects Progress of Deegawapiya
Restoration Project

General Kamal Gunaratne (Rtd)
wWwhv RWP RSP USP ndc psc
MPhil, the Secretary to the
Ministry of Defence, conducted
an inspection visit togather with
the Commander of the Army, the
Commander of the Air Force and
a gathering of distinguished guests
on 30 May 2024,

The inspection initiated with
relic chamber, pilgrims' rest, and
extended towards the residential
quarters for monks (sanghawasa)
and pilgrims.Further, Secretary to
the Ministry of Defence, shared
the views with the officials from the
Department of Archaeology who
are conducting excavations in the
area.

After the visit to Ampara, the wvisiting delegates called at Neelagir
Pagoda temple in Sengamuwa, Pottuvil and inquired about the ongoing
construction work of the temple, carried out by Airmen of the Sri Lanka
Air Force,

Army Commander Appreciates the Exceptional
Performances of Para Athletes

In recognition of the exemplary performances and
achievermnents of Warrant Officer |l K A Samitha Dulan of
the Sri Lanka Corps of Military Police and Staff Sergeant
H & Palitha Bandara of the Sri Lanka National Guard at
the Kobe 2024 Para Athletics World Championship in
Japan, Lisutenant General H L V' M Liyanage RWP RSP
ndu, Commander of the Army, appreciated them with a
commendation during a reception at his office on 27 May
2024,

Highly appreciating the athletes' accomplishments that
brought pride to both the country and the Army, the Amy
Commander presented special mementoes and financial
incentives to both athletes, extending his best wishes for
their future endeavours. Brigadier G A T Godewatte RWP
RSP, Director Sports was also present at the moment.

Warrant Officer Il K A Samitha Dulan achieved a World |
Record in the Para Javelin Throw F-44 category (Distance |
= B6.49m), while securing a Silver Medal in the Para Javelin
Throw event (F-44/F-04) and Staff Sergeant H G Palitha |
Bandara won the Bronze Medal (Distance — 14.27 m) in
the Para Shot Put event (F-42) during the Kobe 2024 Para
Athletics World Championship held in Japan.
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The annual Sports Meet of Vijaya College, Matale, was
successfully held on a grand scale on 03 May 2024 at the
Bernard Aluvihare Stadium. Lieutenant General H L V' M
Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the Army, who
is also an old boy of Vijaya College, graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest at the invitation of Mr. Rajitha Theekshana,
Frincipal of Vijaya College.

A number of athletic events filled the Sports Meet with
enthusiasm, while band displays added colour to the event.
During the event, Brigadier S M W B N Thalagahawatta
(Rtd) ato, Vice President of the Vijaya College Old Boys’
Association - Colombo Branch, presented a newly-
designed car badge of the college to the Army Commander.

Also, the students of the Vijaya College paid their utmost
respect and honour to the Commander of the Army by
saluting him in a colourful March Past. Addressing the
gathering, the Commander of the Army, recalled memories
from his school life and encouraged students to maintain
sports and extracurricul ar activities at a high standard while
successfully pursuing their studies. Before the culmination
of the event, the Commander of the Army handed over a
stock of musical instruments to the Western Music Band of
the college.

ﬁl‘lllﬂ Commander Graces
Matale Vijaya College Sports
Meet as Chief Guest
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Warrant Officers’ &
Sergeants’ Mess at

Regimental Centre of
the Gorps of Engineer
sServices

Declares Open

The Commander of the Ammy, Lieutenant
General H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, at
the invitation of Major General A H L G Amarapala
RWP RSP ndc psc, Director General of Financial
Management and Colonel Commandant of Corps
of Engineer Servicas (CES), declared open a newly
canstructed Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess
al the Regimental Centre of the Corps of Engineer
Services on 13 May 2024 as the Chief Guest.

The building, raised in a short duration with the
manpower and technical assistance of troops of the
CES, includes a spacious dining hall, ration stores,
ration office, kitchen, changing room, bar and lobby
facilities. The building was a fulfilment of long
standing requirement of the CES. Senior Officers,
Officars and Other Ranks parficipated in the event.
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The Roll of Honour Inaugurated at
Army Headquarters

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu inaugurated the Roll of
Honour at Army Headguarters on 22 May 2024 commemaorating the recipients of
the Parama Weera Vibhushanaya (PWV) gallantry award.

The PWW, denoting "Supreme Heroism Decoration,” stands as Sri Lanka's highest
military honour. It recognises Officers and Other Ranks of the Sr Lanka Army who
have displayed exceptional valour in the war, embodying courage and sacrifice
beyvond measure. This new installation symbolises a tribute to these extraordinary
individuals, showecasing their bravery and unwavering dedication to duty,
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Pakistan NDU Delegation Pays Courtesy Call on
the Army Commander

A delegation of Senior Officers studying
at the Pakistan MNational Defence
University (NDU) during their visit to Sri

Lanka made a courtesy visit to the Army
Headquarters on 08 May 2024.

T

The 15%member delegation, headed
by Air Commodore Faisal Fazal
Muhammad Khan was wamly welcomed
to the Army Headquarers by Colonel M
T | Gunawardena RSP psc, Overlooking
Director of Directorate of Training at the
Army Headquarters.

Afterwards, Air Commodore Faisal
Fazal Muhammad Khan, Head of
Delegation together with Brigadier
Wagas Ali Khan, Faculty Member,
Commodore Muhammad Kashif Farhan,
a Military Course Participant and Colonel
Muhammad Faroog psc, the Defence
Advisor to the High Commission of
Pakistan in Sri Lanka and Maldives met  Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commader of the Army, gratefully acknowledged
the Commander of the Army and had a  the cooperation that prevails between both Sri Lankan and Pakistan Armed
cordial discussion. During the exchange Forces for so many years and undedined the need to further fostering
of views, Lieutenant General H L V¥ M bonds and exchanging more training modules.

New High Commissioner of Pakistan Meets Army
Commander

The newly-appointed High Commissioner of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to Sri Lanka, His Excellency Major General
(R) Faheem Ul Aziz, HI (M) paid a courtesy call on Lieutenant General H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander
of the Army, on 16 May 2024 at the Army Headquarters. In a cordial and interactive meeting, both parties exchanged
views on matters of shared interest and concern.
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Ambassador of Sri Lanka to Myanmar Galls on
the Commander of the Army

Ms. Prabashini Ponnamperuma, the newly appointed
Ambassador of Sri Lanka to Myanmar, paid a courtesy call
on the Commander of the Army, Lieutenant General HL WV M
Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, on 22 May 2024 before her departure

to Myanmar to assume the new appointment.

Ms Prabashini Ponnamperuma joined the Sri Lanka Foreign
Services in 2003. She had held the position of Director
General (Actg) of the Overseas Assets Management Division
from 2021 to 2023 and also served as the Director General
{Actg) of the Africa Affairs Division at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Colombo.

During the meeting, Lisutenant General HL V M Livanage RWP
RSP ndu, extended his best wishes for her new appointment
and discussed prevailing bilateral relationship and exchange
programmes between Sri Lanka and Myanmar. The Army
Commander also emphasised the importance of enhancing
goodwill and fostering friendly bonds of cooperation.

Army Commander Pays
Last Respect to Late
Major CB Kohona (Rtd)

Lieutenant General H L V' M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Army, on 16 May 2024 paid his last
raspect to late Major C B Kohona (Rtd) of the Sn Lanka
Army Pioneer Corps at his residence in Kandy.

Major C B Kohona (Rid) passed away on 14 May 2024 due
to a brief illness at the Colombo Army Hospital, Narahenpita,
At the time of his passing, he was 73 years old.

Major C B Kohona (Rtd) enlisted in the S Lanka Army
Volunteer Force to Intake CCC-1 on OF March 1983, Upon
successiul completion of basic military training at the Sri
Lanka Military Academy, Diyatalawa, he was commissioned
as a Second Lieutenant and posted to the Sri Lanka Army
Pioneer Comps. Throughout his career, he held various
appointments and elevated to the rank of Major. He retired
from the Sri Lanka Army on 18 Jan 2011.
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Newly Promoted Major Generals Call on
the Commander of the Army

= Gl W E Bt Recently promoted _Tl."lajcur General D B L
g 1 ; Colonne USP of Sr Lanka Engineers and
- 1 Major General T C Peiris RSP USP of Sn
Lanka Engineers, coinciding with the 15"
Mational War Heroes® Commemoration
Day called on Lieutenant General H L V M
Livanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of
the Army on 20 May 2024, During this courtesy
call on, the two Senior Officers received thair
symbols of authority and greetings from the
Army Commander.

Also, on 31 May 2024 at the Commander's
Office, newly promoted Major General W G P
Sisira Kumara RSP, the Deputy Commandant
of Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force received his
symbol of authority and greetings from Lieutenant General
H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the
Army, during a formal courtesy call.

The Commander of the Army while extendeding his heartiest
congratulations and best wishes appreciated his dedicated
senvice mare than three decades to the betterment of the
MNation. He is also the most Senior Officer in the Sri Lanka
Army Volunteer Force,

Sri Lanka Army Joins Hands with Lions Club
to Conserve the Bio Diversity

District 306 - C1 Lions Club International together with its Governor of District 306 - C1 Lions Club Intemnational,
presented a consignmeant of Jack and Cheesewood plants-known for their economic and biodiverse significance on 15
May 2024 at the Sri Lanka Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU) Office at the Army Headquarters.,

Lieutanant Genaral H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army, graced the occasion as the Chief Guest
togethar with Mrs. Janaki Livanage, the President of ASVL. Lion Panthaka Dabare, the District Governor of District 306 -
C1 Lions Club Intemational and the members of the Lion Club joined the occasion. Major Thushara Samarathunga (Rtd),
the Project Manager of District 306-C1 Lions Club International, extended further support by donating two wheelchairs
during the same occasion, specifically for the benefit of diferently-abled War Heroes.
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Chief of Staff Inspects Army Base Hospital in Kandy

Major General W H K S Peiris RWP RSP
VSV USP ndu, the Chief of Staff of the S
Lanka Army, conducted an inspection at the
Army Base Hospital in Kandy on 07 May
2024 before the forthcoming ceremonial
opening of the hospital. Major General P A
C Fernando USP, the Director General of
Army Health Services and the Commanding
Officer of the Army Base Hospital, Kandy,
warmly welcomed the Chief of Staff at the
hospital's main entrance.

Brigadier W W M P W W B R
Palamakumbura RWP RSP, the Director of
Management and Maintenance at the Army
Base Hospital, Kandy briefed the current
functions, administration, and logistical
needs of the hospital to the Chief of Staff
of the Sri Lanka Army in detail. During the
inspection, Chief of Staff of the Sn Lanka
Army also visited wvarious areas of the
hospital, including wards, theaters, dental
facilities, kitchen and accommodation for
Cther Kanks, surrounding camp premises.
Major General S R B Aluvihare RWP RSP
ndu psc, the Commander, Security Forces
(Central), Senior Officers, Officers and
Other Ranks participated in the occasion.

Colonel of the Regiment of GR Addresses the
L]

Major General W H K S Peiris RWP RSP VSV USP ndu, the Chief of Staff
(COS) of the Sr Lanka Army and Colonel of the Regiment of the Gajaba
Regiment (GR), addressed the Commanding Officers of the GR at Army
Headquarters on 10 May 2024 after assuming the duties as the 13" Colone!
of the Regiment of the GR.
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SLAVF Celehrates Sinhala and Tamil New Year

The Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force (SLAVF) organised a traditional festival for the Sinhala and Tamil New Year - 2024
on 08 Aprl 2024 at the Headguarters premises with the participation of serving members and their families. Major
Geaneral M K Jayawardana RSP VSV USP ndu, the Commandant of the SLAVF together with his spouse, Mrs. Shammi
Jayawardena graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. Major General M T K R Silva KSP, the Deputy Commandant,
SLAVF and his spouse, Mrs. Nelurn De Silva, Officers and Other Ranks participated in the event.

Fulfilling the axpectations of the much enthusiastic and aspiring players in the S Lanka Army Volunteer Forca
succassfully concluded the finals of the “Sri Lanka Army Veolunteer Force Inter Regiment Volleyball Championship =
2024" under the auspices of Major General M K Jayawardena RSP V3V USP ndu, the Commandant of the Sri Lanka
Army Volunteer Force (SLAVF) at the Sri Lanka Army Indoor Stadium, Panagoda on 22 March 2024.

04 Super league teams, 16 trams of A group, 20 teams under men competed in the competition and 04 women teams
also included. In the super league, Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment advanced to the finals beating Sri Lanka Light Infantry
Regiment as 2018 and 2019,

In the women's category, 2 (Vielunteer) Sri Lanka Army Women's Corps with assuring display of performances secured
the championship in the women's category leaving the Runner-up to Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps. The Chief
Guest awarded the cerificates and trophy for the winners. Deputy Commandant — SLAVF, Senior and Junior Officers,
Lady Officers and Other ranks participated in the programme.
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A Workshop on Camera
Technology and Video Camera
Technology

Following the conceptual layout of Major Genesl M GWWW M C B
Wickramasinghe RWP RSP ndu psc, the Commander of Sacurity Forces
(Jaffna), a workshop on mirrcrless camera technology and video camera
technology was held at Security Forces Headquarters (Jaffna) on 22 and
23 April 2024. Metropelitan Technelogies (Pvt) Ltd instructors conducted
workshop and it was attended by the 10 Officers and 65 Other Ranks
representing the under command Battalions and Brigades of Security
Forces (Jaffna).

During the two days, participants were able to gain valuable knowledge
covering both theory and practical knowledge on introduction to camera
technology, introduction to videe camera technology, still - video live
streaming, and a number of other important areas.

+ uoue)
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Senior Officers Meet Security Forces
Jafina Commander

Major General G M N Perera RWP RSP USP ndc, Director General
General Staff (Overlooking) and Quarter Master General and Major
General A K Rajapaksa RSP, Master General Ordnance made an
official visit to Security Forces Headquarters (Jaffna) on 29 April 2024.

The Director General General Staff (Overlooking) and Quarter Master
General and Master General Ordnance inspected the present situation.
Mext, he participated in the seminar held at the Conference Hall,
Security Force Headguarters (Jaffna). Major General M GWWW MC
B Wickramasinghe RWP RSP ndu psc, Commander, Security Forces
(Jaffna), General Officer Commanding of 31 Infantry Division, General
Officer Commanding of 55 Infantry Division, Logistics Commander
(Jaffna), and Officers joined the conference.
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The 5" Sri Lanka National Guard initiated its battalion training on
18 March 204 and successiully completed on 10 May 2024 at the
Infantry Battalion Training Schoel at Galkulama. Major General
W P A D W Manayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu, Commander of
the Security Forces (Wanni) and Colonel Commandant of the Sni
Lanka Sinha Regiment, emphasised the value of training in getting
soldiers ready for their tasks in his closing remarks

A total of 09 Officers and 443 Other Ranks participated in the
training. Captain D J K S Deniyagedara excelled as the Best
Student of the course and Lance Corporal | Thissa Kumara K G
B earned the award of the Best Shooter of the course. Private
Kumarasekara K D S was awarded as the Best in Physical Training
while C — Company selected as the Best Company. Major General
HH K S S Hewage RWP RSP USP reds psc, General Officer
Commanding 21 Infantry Division, and senior officers attended the
Ceremony.

Battalion Training Course No. 36 Successfully
Culminates

Following the direction of Major General W P A D W Manayakkara RSP
VS8V USP ndu, Commander, Security Forces (Wanni)} the Battalion
Training Course Mo. 36 of the 12 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment was
conducted at Battalion Training School, Alankulam from 18 March 2024
1o 10 May 2024. The course comprised 08 Officers and 407 Other Ranks.
Further, the presentation on “Operation Jayasikuru® was conducted by a
team of the 12 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment prior to battalion training.
Commander, Security Forces (Wanni) concluded the programme with
his closing remarks. Lance Corporal Herath H C K excelled as the
Best Student of the course and was also awarded as the Best Shooter.
Infantryman Dissanayake E M C was selacted as the Best in Physical
Fitness.

The General Officer Commanding of 54 Infantry Division and 56 Infantry
Division, Brigadier General Staff of Security Force Headguarters (Wanni),
Cmﬂn‘landm 562 Jnf;lrnlr]..I Bngada Senior Officars, Officers and Qither @
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Gommander, Security Forces
East Visits 24 Division

The newly-appointed Commander Security Forces (East),
Major General 5 A Kulatunge RWP RSPVSY USP psc, made
his maiden visit to the 22 and 24 Infantry Divisions and its
under-command Brigades and Battalions during 3-5 May
2024,

During the visit, the Commander Security Forces (East),
witnessed the progress of Deegawapiya Restoration
Project and bricks project which are carried out under the
supervision of the 24 Infantry Division. Further, he interacted
with the troops working in the projects and appreciated their
commitment and dedication. Subsequently, Commander
Security Forces (East), visited 242 and 243 Infantry Brigades
and 14 Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment and participated in briefings
regarding the deployment and role and tasks.

Brigade Commanders, Commanding Officers, Senior Officers,
Officers and Other Ranks also took part in the event,
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Passing Out Parade and Award
Ceremony at Army Indoor Stadium,
Panagoda

Passing out parade of Physical Training Instructors courses, Basic
Swimming Ceourse and awarding of NVQ Leval - IV certificate for the
1* Batch of 2024 was held on 07 May 2024 at Army Indoor Stadium,

Army Cantonment, Panagoda. Major General S W M Femando WWv | .

RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc, Commander of Security Force (West)
and Colonel Commandant of Sri Lanka Armoured Cormps, graced the
passing out parade as the Chief Guest.
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‘ A Meditative Sermon at
Following the conceptual layout of Major General S W Bnﬂhiraiarama .I.emllle

M Femando WWYV BEWF R3FP VSV USP ndc psc, the
Commander, Security Forces Headquarters (West), a
meditative sermon was held at the Bodhirajarama Temple
on 27 April 2024, Major General U K D D P Udugama
RWP RSP USP ndc psc, the Commandant of Army War
College coordinated the programme which was organised
aiming the spiritual well-being of Ammy members and civil
servants. Venerable Rajagiriye Ariyagnana Thero conducted
the sermon. Approximately 2000 devotees, including few
manks from neighboring temples, including the General
Officer Commanding of 14 Infantry Division, the General
Officer Commanding of 61 Infantry Division, Senior Officers,
Officers, troops from all under command Battalions and
civilians participated in the programme.

‘Garrison Manor' Holiday Bungalow
Inaugurates at Diyatalawa

o
Naapr

The long-awaited 'Garrison Manor' Heliday Bungalow was officially inaugurated on 15 May 2024 at the Station Hilly
Camp in Diyatalawa. Major General S R B Aluvihare RWP RSP ndu psc, the Commander of Security Forcas (Central),
honoured the occasion as the Chief Guest.

This project aims to provide comfortable accommodation facilities for Officers, Other Ranks, and their families visiting
Diyatalawa area. The construction of 'Gamison Manor' was successfully completed with the dedicative commitment
of the troops from the 17 Engineer Service Regiment. The inauguration ceremony was attended by Senior Officers,
Officers and Other Ranks.
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DGFM Graces SI Paul's ﬁlﬂs Sports Meet HS cllll}t EIIBSI

Major General & H L G Amarapala EWP RSP ndc psc, the Director General Financial Management and the Colonel
Commandant of Corps of Engineer Services, graced the St. Paul's Girls” School Annual Inter House Sports Meet as the
Chief Guest at Havelock Grounds on 26 April 2024 at the invitation of Ms. Chandi Siriwardena, the Principal of the school,
The Director General Financial Management and the Colonel Commandant of Corps of Engineer Services, honoured
athletes who performed excellently, emphasising the transformative power of sports to instill resilience, determination
and unity among students. He also encouraged the athletes to embody sportsmanship highlighting the importance of
sports alongside academics.

Colonel Commandant of CES Conducts Familiarisation
Visits

Major General AHL G Amarapala
RWP RSP ndc psc, the Director
General Financial Management
and Colonel Commandant of
the Corps of Engineer Services
(CES), wisited the Engineer
Services Trade School (ESTS), 2
Engineer Services Regiment, and
8 Engineer Services Regiment on
02 May 2024,

At the ESTS, the Commandant
briefed the Colonel Commandant
about the course curriculum and
objectives of the Trade School
and Commanding Officers briefed
him on role and tasks of their
raspective units, The Colonel
Commandant then addressed
the troops, commending their
dedication and professionalism.
He also interacted with the troops
during an All Ranks tea. Brigadier
K. L Munasinghe USPF Center
Commandant of CES, Senior
Officers, Officers and Other
Ranks also took part in the visits.

BELLATOR  MAY2024 22




Inauguration of Command and Staff Courses at
Army War College

The inauguration caremony for the Senior Command Course No. 11, Junior Command Course No. 30, and Junior Staff
Courze No. 26 was successfully held at the Army VWar College (AWC) on 2 May 2024. The event was graced by Major
General U K D D P Udugama RWP RSP USP ndc psc, Commandant of the Army War College. A total of 117 officers
are participating in these courses, including two international officers representing Australia and Zambia. This diverse
cohort reflects the global reach and collaborative spirit of the AWC's fraining programmes.

D, |
A Welfare Project from 12 Infantry Division

12 Infantry Division conducted a welfare project to donate school accessories for 60 students studying at Abhayapura
Suranimala Primary School on 03 May 2024. A group of philanthropists headed by Reverand Father, Osman De Alwis,
residing in Hong Kong provided the required sponsorships for programme. General Officer Commanding of 12 Infantry
Division, Commander,122 Brigade, Senior Officers, Officers, Other Ranks, sponsors, teachers and parents were also

present at the event.

E—
20 SLSR Troops Construct Well and Sanitary Facilities

Troops of 20 Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment, undertook an
initiative to construct a well and sanitary facilities for a
needy family in Karavila, Katharagama under the fullest
supervision of Commanding Officer of 20 Sri Lanka Sinha
Regiment on 04 May 2024. Mr. Sumith Thennakoaon,
a close friend of the General Officer Commanding, 12
Infantry Division and his sister Mrs. Thamara Thennakoon
provided the required monetary assistance. Major General
C 8 Munasinghe WWV RWP RSP USP ndc psc IG, the
General Officer Commanding of the 12 Infantry Division,
Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks were present
during the event.
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19 SLNG Facilitates Visually Impaired Individuals during Pilgrimage

60 undergraduates of University of Moratuwa and 40 visually impaired individuals engaged in a pilgrimage to the annual
Sri Pada Pilgrimage (Adam's Peak) on 01 and 02 May 2024. The 19 Sr Lanka National Guard (18 SLNG) provided
accommaodations and meals during their pilgrimage at their request to the Commander of the Security Forces (Central).
The troops coordinated accommeodation at the "Samanala Arana Holiday Resort,’ managed by the Sri Lanka Electricity
Board under the supervision of the Commanding Officer of 19 Sr Lanka National Guard. Further, they provided meals
far the university students and visually impaired individuals,

10 Sri Lanka Signal Corps (10 SL3C) celebrated its 9" anniversary on 29 April 2024 amidst military formalities under
the guidance of Major T T N Mendis USP, the Commanding Officer of 10 Sri Lanka Signal Corps. Following the military
formalities troops of 10 Sri Lanka Signal Corps accorded Guard tumout to their Commanding Officer, offering delicious
lunch traat for "Sanhinda’ Orphanage, a Bhodhi Pooja, all rank tea and Officers Get-together were the highlights among
the anniversary celebrations. Officers and Other Ranks participated in the event.

x - = . 1 | s e

Under the directions of Major | G R Dhammika, Commanding Officer of the 10 Sr Lanka National Guard, a vibrant
Sinhala and Tamil Mew Year festival was celebrated on 15 April 2024, The festival aimed to provide mental relief and
foster camaraderie among the Officers and Other Ranks serving in the 10 Sri Lanka Mational Guard. The premises
came alive with a series of traditional Mew Year folk games, creating an atmosphare of joy and cultural pride. Lieutenant
Colonel S M S Bandara RSP, General Staff Officer | of the 144 Infantry Brigade graced the occasion as the Chief Guest.

B
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Logistics Command, Saecurity Force Headquarters (Jaffna) and Colonel Commandant Sri Lanka Army Ordnance Corps
Major General E M M Femando Hdme Lse AATO visited the 7" Regiment of Sri Lanka Army Ordnance Corps on 25
April 2024, The Colonel Commandant was warmly welcomed with a guard turnout by Major K R L S Bandara Lsc ato
the Commanding Officer. After, he shared his thoughts with the troops.

New Laundry Facility for 14 Infantry Division

Mew Laundry facility

at 14 Infantry Division
Headguarters declared
open on 07 May 2024

by Major General K A

W N H Bandaranayake
USF, the General Officer
Commanding of the 14
Infantry Division fulfilling a
long standing requirement of
the 14 Infantry Division.

The renovation project of Battalion Training School (BTS) at Thaulwewa was implemented under the directions of Major
General P A M Peiris RSP USP psc, General Officer Commanding of 22 Infantry Division and supervision of Brigadier
¥ H P Rangajeewa USP 223 Infantry Brigade. The opening ceremony of the completely renovated Battalion Training
School was held on on 03 May 2024, The newly inaugurated facility at Thaulwewa provides accommodation facility to
‘A and "B’ Squadrons of 6 S Lanka Arillery located in Indikatuwewa and Mayilawewa.




The Vesak Highlights

A Blood Donation Programme from 55 Infantry Division

T . (==
&7 \ LT

55 Infantry Division, organised a blood donation campaign at the office of the Regional Director of Health Services,
Killinochchi in line with the Vesak festival under the direction of Major General R K N C Jayawardene RSP ndc, the
General Officer Commanding of the 55 Infantry Division and Colonel WA | S Mendis RSP USP, Commander, 553 Infantry
Brigade at Dharmapuram District Hospital on 18 May 2024. The blood donation fulfilled urgent blood requirement of
District General Hospital Blood Bank. Mearly, 50 members participated in the blood donation programme.

23 Gemunu Watch Celebrates Vesak with a Dansal

Joining the islandwide Vesak Celebrations, troops of 23 Gemunu Watch organised a cool drinks dansala at A9 main
road on 24 may 2024. The Commanding Officer of 23 Gemunu Watch, Officers and Other Ranks and devotees in the
area participated in the dansala.

6 SLA Organised a Community Project

L A B AR

\"x-. ' The & Sr Lanka Artillery (SLA) organised a community
e, N project for the Vesak festival under the guidance of
Lieutenant Colonel G R R K § Jayarathne RSP psc
IG, the Commanding Officer, & Sri Lanka Artillery. The
project involved offering lunch and necessary food items
! for 18 elders and staff of the “Sevana” eldery home at
Kurawalana - Kahatowita on 18 May 2024, Officers and
Other Ranks of the B Sri Lanka Artillery (SLA) participated
in the programme.
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Following the conceptual layout of hl'tamr Genaral W F' ADW Na-nayakkara REP VSV USP ndu, the Commander of
the Security Forces (Wanni) and with the close supervision of Major General W M P M Wijesocoriya RWP RSP ndu,
the General Officer Commanding of 59 Infantry Division and Brigadier H V' A Somaweera RWP RSP USP, Commander
of 83 Infantry Brigade, the 59 Infantry Division organised a Vesak Zone and Dansala at the Public Ground in
Puthukkudiyiruppu on 23 and 24 May 2024 with the paricipation of civilians in the area,

Rice Dansala l‘rum 22 Infantry Division

The 22 Infantry Division celebrated the Vesak Festival
2024 on 22 and 23 May with a series of events. The
troops organised a 'Rice Dansala' at three locations: the
22 Infantry Division, Seruwawila Raja Maha Viharaya,
and Thambalagamuwa. The General Officer Commanding
of the 22 |Infantry Division coordinated the financial
assistance. The programme was conducted under the
guidance of the General Officer Commanding, 22 Infantry
Division with the supervision of the Commanding Officers
of the 15 Sri Lanka Light Infantry and the 9 Vijayabahu
Infantry Regiment. Both Officers and Other Ranks
participated in the event.

A Bhodhi Pooja and Vesak Lanterns Display was orgasnied at 54 Infantry Regiment at the request of Venerable
Ambagahawewa Sangarakkitha Thero, Chief Incumbent of Sri Mathota Raja Maha Viharaya under the direction of
General Officer Commanding, 54 Infantry Division and mediation of Brigadier B Y C Fernanado RWP USF, 541 Infantry
Brgade, Number of devotes paricipated in the religious event,
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Sponsorship for an Education Tour for Students in J/MMTM
School Point Padro

The 521 Infantry Brigade, in collaboration with the 47 Battalion Sn Lanka Sinha Regiment, coordinated an educational
visit for the students of J/Methodist Mission Tamil Mixed School in Katkovalam — Point Pedro on 18 May 2024, The
students had the opportunity to explore Sakkotai Cape, the northernmost point of Sri Lanka, and visit the international
airport in Palaly. The itinerary also included an entertaining session at Kankesanthurai Beach and a complimentary train
journey from Kankesanthurai to Kodikamam. Additionally, the Security Forces Headguarters (Jaffna) provided lunch for
all the students, teachers, and parents. The event was highly appreciated by the teachers, parents, and students, many
of whom experianced these activities for the first time in their lives.

L
Foothall Tournament at Killinochchi District

L

With the aim of fostering unity and goodwill among the youth in the Killinochchi District, the troops of 551 Infantry Brigade
and the ¥ Sri Lanka Light Infantry organised a Football Tournament from 14 to 17 May 2024. The event culminated on
17 May 2024 at the Sports Complex in Killinochchi. The llanthalir Sports Club - Waddakachchi football team emerged
as the champions of the tournament.

| e
| 213 Infantry BI‘I!llle Commemorates its 271" Anniversary

-

213 Infantry Brigade celebrated its 27" anniversary amidst religious and military formalities under the guidance of
Colonel H AA N C Prabhath RSP USP, the Commander, 213 Infantry Brigade on 24 February 2024 at the 213 Infantry
Brigade Headguarters, Gajasinghapura. The anniversary celebrations were included with presenting a ceremaonial
Guard Turnout to the Commander, 213 Infantry Brigade, planting a sapling in the camp premises, troop address of the
Commander, 213 Infantry Brigade, All Ranks tea session, musical programme and friendly cricket match.
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