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President
Releases 239
Acres to Jafina
Farmers

i

His Excallency the President Ranil Wickremesinghe handed over another 235
acres located in the Palaly High Security Zone o its owners during a bnef
ceremony held on 22 March 2024

The event was graced by Members of Pariament, Mr Sagala Ratnayaka,
, e Chief of Staff and Senior Advisor fo the President on National Security,

General Kamal Gunaraine [Rid) YWWW RWP RSP USP ndc psc MPhil, the
Sacretary to the Ministry of Defence. General Shavendra Silva WW\W REWP
= RSP V5V USP ndc psc MPhil, the Chief of Defence 5iaff, Lisutenant General
H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the Army, Tri-Serice
* Banior Officers and Government Officials

Dwaring the event, the Chief Guest planted a plantain sapling on the released land,
j symbodising the commencement of the agriculture sector modemisation progect.

Subsequently Major General M G W W VW M C B Wickramasinghe RWP RSP
ndu psc, the Commander of Security Forces (Jafina), handed over the official
sy document of the released land to HE the President and the Acting District

Sacretary, Mr. M Pirathespan.

New two-story building
at llukpitiya Kanishia
Vidyalaya Declared Open
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Special Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Equipment from China

The Sri Lanka Army accepied a siock of special Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Equipment. which had been gified to the Ministry of Defence
under the Chinese Military Grant scheme duning a simple formal ceremaony,
headed by His Excellency @i Zhenhong, the Ambassador of the People's
Republic of China in S Lanka and General Kamal Gunaratne (Rid) WWW
RWPF RSP USP ndc psc MPhil, Secretary to the Ministry of Defence at the
Army Headquarters on 13 March 2024.

Lieutenant General H L WV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander
of the Army, Major General W H K 5 Peiris RWP RSP VEV USP ndu, the
Chief of Staff of the Army and Colonel Gao Bin, Deputy Defence Advisor
of the Embassy of People’s Republic of China in Sn Lanka participated as
distinguished invitees.

Eighteen REOQOD 4000 Explosive Ordnance Disposal medium robots,
gightean REOD 400 Explosive Ordnance Disposal robots. ten Ant
Explosive Blankets and ten Explosion Protection Tanks and Viehicles were
symbolically handed over to General Kamal Gunaratne (Rid) WWV RWP
RSP USP ndc psc MPhil by Hs Excellency Qi Zhenhong.

The Secretary o the Minisiry of Defence then presented them to the
Commander of the Army.
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Secretary to the Ministry of Defence Inspects Progress of
Deegawapiya Restoration Project

General Keamal Gunaratne -
(Fid) W RWP RSP LI . -
ndc psc MPhil, the Secretary ;
to the Ministry of Defence,
Lisutenant General H L
V' M Liyanage FWF RSP
ndu, the Commander of the
Army, Air Marshal Udeni
Rajapaksa RSP V5V USP
reds psc, the Commander of
the Air Force and a gatherning
of distinguished guesis
engaged in inspechon visit
on 20 March 2024 fo inspect
the ongoing Deegawapiya’
restorafion project.

Dwaring the visit, the team of disfinguished guests also visited, Venerable Mahaoya Sobitha Thero, the Incumbent of the
temple to inguire about the wellbeing of the monks and the progress of the restoration project. Also. they inspected the
construciion work of the relic chamber, Pilgnms" Rest, and the residential Quarters for Monks (sanghawasa). Further,
they shared their views with officials from the Department of Archaeology who were conducting excavations in the
area. In addition, the delegates inspecied Neelagiri Pagoda temple in Sengamuwa. Pottuvil and inquired about the
construction work of the temple, camried out by Airmen of the Sri Lanka Air Force.

Magor General M K U P Gunaratne RSP ndu psc K5, Commander, Security Forces (East), Rear Admiral HH M P De
Silva USP, Commander South Eastern Maval Area and a gathering of Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks took
part in the visit

New Inspector General of Police Calls on Army Commander

i TT E

Newly appointed Inspector General of Police, Mr. Deshabandu
Thennakoson met Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage R'WP RSP
nciu, Commander of the Army upon assuming his new office on 21
March 2024. Major General WWH R R Y M N D K B Niyangoda
FWP RSP VSV USP ndu psc. the Adjutant General of the 5n
Lanka Army, warmly welcomed the Inspector General of Police in
accordance with miliiary raditions.

The Commander of the Army and Inspecior General of Police
discussed enhancing the close cooperaion between the Army and
Police personnel in various spheres of duties and responsibilities.
Major General W H K 5 Peiris WP RSP VSV USP ndu, the Chief
of Staff also iook part in the meeting.
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Gajaba Supercross &
Ice Break-2024 "}

The 'Gajaba Supercross lce Break - 2024, organised by the Gajaba Regiment (GR) in collaboration with the Sri Lanka
Autosports Drivers Association (SLADA), was held on 03 March 2024 at the Saliyapura Gajaba Regiment racing frack.

The Commander of the Army, Lieutenant General H L ¥ M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest, along with Mrs. Janaki Liyanage, President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit. Major General W H K 5 Peins
RWP RSP VS8V USP ndu, Chef of Staff, Major General S P A | M B Samarakoon Hdmc Lsc, Deputy Chief of Staff and
Brigadier W M A B Wijekoon USP ndc. Centre Commandant of Gajaba Regiment also joined to witness the event.

The 'Gajaba Swpercross |ce Break - 2024°, also known as a major attraction in the area, featured 12 car races and 10
moforbike races during the event. The Supercross event is an eagery-anticipated event in S Lanka's mofor racing
calendar which atiracts number of motor-racing enthusiasts islandwide. Cver 200 renowned drivers and riders displayed
thedr exceptional skills, duning the event. The fund raised from the ‘Gajaba Supercross lce Break - 2024° will spend o
enhance the infrastructure facilities at the Regimental Centre of Gajaba Regiment while facilitating the welfare of Army
personnel and families of fallen War Heroes of Gajaba Regiment.

Vijayahahu Motocross - 2024

The Vijayabahu Motocross - 2024, organised by the
Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment (VIR) in collaborafion
with 5Sr Lanka Racing Riders’ Associalion. was
held on 31 March 2024 at Boyagane, Kurunegala.
Lieutenant General H L V' M Liyanage RWFP RSP ndu,
the Commander of the Army graced the occasion as
the chief guest together with Mrs. Janaki Liyanage, the
President of Army Seva Vanitha Unit. Major General 5
R B Aluvihare RWP RSP ndu psc, the Colonel of the
Regiment of VIR warmely welcomed the Chief Guest
to the sporty event.

Faor the first ime, two AllHerrain Vehicle [ATV) events
were included in the Motocross adding a significance
to the event. Marking the official culmination, Senior
Cifficers together with invitees took part in the awarding
ceremony. Major General W H K 5 Peiris RWP RSP
VEW USP ndu, Chief of Siaff, Major General 5 P Al
M B Samarakoon Hdmc Lsc. Deputy Chief of Staff,
Magor General M K Jayawardena RSP VSV USP
ndu, Commandant of Sri Lanka Army Volunbeer
Force, Senior Officers, Officers and a large crowd of
spectaiors participated in the spectacular event.
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Lance Corporal Prabath HH P

a distinguishad member of the

5ri Lanka Army Special Forces
Regiment, entered his name into
the annals of history through an
act of extreordinary bravery. His
valorous actions involved saving 8
woman on the verge of attempling
suicide by jumping inba the daunting
G0-feet deep Kotmale Resenvoir.
In recognition of his exceptional
courage, Lance Corporal Prabath
H H P was honoured with the
prestigious Army Commander's
Commendation Badge at the Sri
Lanka Army Headquartars.

In an exclusive interview, Lance
Corporal Prabath H H P shared
insights into the essence of his
courageous feat, shedding light on
the pivotal moments that defined
this remarkable act of heroism. The
interview provides a glimpse into
the mindsat, determination. and
unwavering commitment that drove
Lance Corporal Prabath HH P to
risk his own safely to save another
life, ulimataly eaming him the
admiration and commendation of
the Sri Lanka Army.
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Who are you?

1 am Lance Corporal
Prabath H H P from 4=
Special Forces Regiment
of the Sri Lanka Army.

I studied at Sumana
Secondary Schaal in
Talawakele.

Share ug about your
family?

My father is H H Nimal
Mother is HH Mandani
Sita Kumari. | have a
brother. He works as a
plant operator

When and what made
you join the Army?

Since | was a child, | had a strong
desire to join the Sri Lanka

Army. However, | joined the

Sri Lanka Army on 12 January
2021 and gained my preliminary
military training from Maduru

Oya Combat Training Schoal
Then | was posted to 4™ Special 4
Force Regiment. That fulfilled rmy
biggest dream in my life by joining
the Army.

What had happened that day?

On last 15* March 2024, | was going
to Talawakele along with a friend
to meet anothar friend. While
passing my school. we heard
a loud noise as if somathing



R

heavy was being thrown into the
water. Just then, my friend shouted
saying somecone jumped inba the
reservoir. We immediately, ran to
that directions. When we reached
the place there were some people
and few policemen gathered. 5o we
both mowed through the crowd and
looked from a distance. .. then we
saw a8 woman in the resarvoir.

So what did you do?

| really didn't think twice. | umped
intz the reservoir quickly. Because
| saw that woman was struggling
between life and death in a deep
water. | took off my {-shirt. and
denim...gave it to my fiend and
straightaway jumped o save her.

Did someone told you to do sof

Mok really. At that Bme. my inteniion
was to save her life. | saw how

she struggled in the deep water

to survive while others in the bank
watching her. Sa | realised there is
no much time left. So | immediately
jumped into the water. However,
the experiences | had from combat
diving course in Mayaru had been a
great support for my venture. So it
was not that hard to do.

Weren't you afraid?

No. My only intention at the time
was to save the life of the woman. If
| couldn't save her, what | had learnt
was useless.

How deep is the water?

There are about twenty-five feet
from the top to the water. The water
is about sixty feet deep. So totally all
about eighty feet.

Were you able fo hold the
woman soon affer you jumped?

Although. | saw her when in bank.
after jumping into the water, she
was disappeared. So, | dived into
the deep water taking the risk. That
attempt also went in wain howewver...
Then | came up to surface to
breathe... you know you can't keep
inside the water for so long.... At that
time, | was able to find the woman.

What did you do affer you
found that woman?

As soon as | found
her, | put & rope
ower her thinking
to take her up
through the rope.
Howewer, it didn't
waork as | thought.
5o, | made a knot
around her body
with the rope and
sent her up. After |
safely sent her up, &
Is.wa:';'n another P Bra
twenty to twenty-

five meters and reached the bank.

How was the responses

Well._. the people thanked me a

lok for what | did. But at the time

| eamestly wanted to talk to that
woman and ask what made her to
do s0. Howewer, at the time she was
taken to the hospital for treatments.
After that, the Police Officers there
told me to go to the Police to give a
statemant on the incident.

So did you go to the Police?

‘fes. When | was giving my
statement to the Police they asked
me ¥What | do. | said | am a member
of Special Forces Regiment in Sri
Lanka Army. After hearing that they
withhold taking my staternent and
send me to the Police Inspector
saying that | am an Army man.

After that?

He congratulated me appreciating
miy bravery shaking hands. and
asked phone number of my
Commanding Officer. After | gave
my Commanding Cfficer’s phone
number, the Police Inspactor called
our Commanding Cfficer and
informed about this.

How did the family respond?

Mom scolded me a lot initially.
Because a person who attempted
to save someone like this earlier
hawe had died in the same spot. o
recalling that incident, my mother
scolded me & lot. She said that she
would hit me if | was nearby... But
now she is extremely happy and
proud of me. On the other hand,
my mother is wery happy of the
Army Commander’s Commendation
Badge which | got from the Army
Commander.

‘What was the Badge that
the Commander of the Army
bestowed?

Commander of the Army awarded
me Commendation Medal in
appreciation of saving the woman's
life from the water, calling me o the
Army Headgquariers. It was a great
peasure. Because on that day,
when | pmped info the reservor
my only intention was to save the
life of that woman. So | am very
happy sesing my action is being
appreciated.

What did the Commander of the
Army say?

It is & great pleasure for me o meet
the Commander of the Army ...
because it is & rare opportunity.
Howewver, | was very nervous at that
time as it was my first time in my
whole ife. Smiling at me graciouwsly,
e immenssly apprecigted me

fior being a great example for the
sOckety.

How does your camp react?

My Commeanding Officer
appreciated me in front of everyone
in the camp for my bravery what

| had exhibited as a member of
Special Forces Regiment.

How do you feel when
remember the incident?

'Well, | was able to do this not
because anything but because of
the training | gained from the Army.
Samilarly, if we do something with
good faith, nature also blesses us.

Intervigwed by Le. Dilanka Gunathilako
and Translated by

Capt KVN Lakmali

2 (V) SLAGSE

Directorate of Medio & Pgychological
Operations - Army Headquarters
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A Samaritan Act of Brave War Hero lnnlenlalml

On 15 February 2024, a woman atternpted to
suicide jumping into the Kothmale Resovior near
Thalewakale Sumana Vidyalaya. Lance Corporal
Prabath H H P while on leave on same day on his
way home sesing the tragedy intervened plunging .
into the Ihala Kotmale Water Reservoir to save the A@preciating the Samantan act, Lievtenant General H L WV M
fife of the struggling woman in 60 feet deep water Liyanage RWF RSF ndu, the Commander of the Army bestowed
imespective to the threat to his own life. His timely the prestigious 'Commander’s Commendation Badge' to Lance
and selfless action prevented the loss of a young Corporal Prabath H H P of the 4 Special Forces Regiment
life eaming the pride to the Sri Lanka Army and the Tecognising his selfiess act and an exceptional gallantry and
nation. unwevering commitment to the presenation of a life

Senior Officer Excelled in
Global HR Leadership Award

Major General A H L G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc,
the Dwector General Financial Management and Colonel
Commandant of the Corps of Enginesr Services, was honoured
with the presfigious "‘Global HR Leadership Award’ for 2024 at
32 Edition of the World HRD Congress in Mumbai, India, on
15 February 2024

In acknowledgment of his remarkable accomplishment,
Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage FWF RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Army, presented a commemaorative memenio
to Major General AH L G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc on 28 of
February 2024 commending his outstanding achievement

The award wnderscores exceplional contributions of Major
General AH L G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, across vanous
domains. including Mational Security Administration, Academic
Excellence, Human Resource Development, and Leadership.
Such consistent recognition speaks volumes about his dedication
and invaluable service to the nation.
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