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! New Year wit
The traditional New Year Fastival =
to mark the dawn of Sinhala e e“ er 0 e a lo“

and Tamil Mew Year 2024 was
successfully held on 05 April at
Panagoda Ammy Cantonment
with variety of traditional Avurudu
games. Lieutenant General H L V
M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Army, together
with Mrs. Janaki Liyanage, the
Frasident of Army Seva Vanitha
Unit (ASVU), graced the occasion
as the Chief Guest.
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The Avurudu celebration was included with cadjan
weaving, bun eating, pillow fights, raban playing, grease
pole climbing, selection of "Awurudu Kuman', eye placing
cn blind elephant, lime balancing, slow cycle-peddiing,
tug of war, fancy dress parade and a number of other
traditional and fun-making games.

The Sinhala and Tamil New Year celebration organsied
by Sn Lanka Army at Panagoda was officially marked the
culmination with an entertaining musical event.
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Army Commander Brings Joy to
‘Abhimansala IlII' in the New Year

Lieutenant General HL ¥V M Livanage
RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of
the Amy, together with Mrs. Janaki
Livanage, the President of the Army
Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU), visited
Abhimansala - lll VWellness Resort on
10 April 2024, to share the grestings
of Sinhala and Tamil New Year - 2024
with the residential War Heroes.

After accepting the warm reception
of Brigadier P K G C Pasquel, the
Commandant of the Wellness Resort,
the Commander of the Army, along
with the gathering, inspected the
villas, farm, water therapy section,
Ayurvedic centre, prosthetic and
orthotic workshop, hospital and other
facilities in the premisaes,

Before the culmination of the visit, the
Commander of the Army and Prasident
of ASVU distributed gift parcels to
the War Heroes and withessed their
handeraft and mystery paintings.
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A Festive Gathering at Army Headquarters Embracing Avurudu

The customary Sinhala
and Tamil New Year tea
table and cordial get-
together was held at the
Army  Headquarters with
the gracious participation
of Lieutenant General H L
WV M Livanage EWP RSP
ndu, the Commander of the
Army on 18 April 2024,

The traditional tea table
was included with many
varigties of traditional
sweelmeats and  milk
rice. The Commander of
the Army engaged with
participants, sharing his
thoughts and views. A
group of Officers, Other
Ranks and civil employees

participated in the occasion.

Lisutenant General H L WV M Liyanage
RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the
Army, presented the symbolic cane
(‘Cane Malacca’) to Warrant Officer-|
H M P A Herath USF, newly appointed
Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) of
the Army Headguarters on 18 April
2024 at the invitation of Major General
WWHRRVMNDK B Niyangoda
RWP RSP VSV USP ndu psc, Adjutant
General of the S Lanka Army during
the traditional New Year tea table.

Warrant Officar-l H M P A Heath USP, joined the Sn Lanka Army
Signal Corps on 01 September 2004 and has completed more
than 19 years of tenure in the Army. He was appointed as the
Regimental Sergeant Major of the Army Headquarters on 02 April
2024,
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Commando Regiment Celebrates Sinhala and Tamil New Year

Commando Regiment organised a traditional Sinhala and
Tamil New Year festival to mark the inauguration of traditional |
new year on 06 Aprl 2024 at the Regimental Centre,
Ganemulla. Lieutenant General H L V' M Liyanage RWP RSP §
ndu, the Commander of the Army, together with Mrs. Janaki
Livanage, the President of Army Seva Vanitha Unit, graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest.

The Avurudu festival was included with a variety of traditional
and aesthetic games including traditional new year games
such as raban playing, grease pole climbing, cadjan leaf
weaving, bun eating, pillow fights, selection of Awurudu Kumara
and Kumarn, eye placing on blind elephant, lime balancing,
slow cycle-peddling, tug of war and fancy dress parade.

The Commander of the Army and the President of Army Seva
Vanitha Unit awarded gifts to winners of the competitions.

Major General P G P § Rathnayake RWP RSP ndc,
Colonel of the Regiment, Commando Regiment, Mrs.
Nimali Ranathunga, the President of Commando Seva
Vanitha Branch, Senior Officers, Officers, Other Ranks

e - =
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| The General Sir John Kotelawala
Defence University (KDL »
| Memorial Society amranged a °
| ceremony to commemorate the &7
12™ Birth Anniversary of late |
General the Right Honourable Sir
John Lional Kotelawala CH KBE
LLD on 04 Apnl 2024 at the KDU
premisas. Lieutenant General HL
V' M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Amy, graced o
the event as the Chief Guest at
the invitation of Rear Admiral H
G U Dammika Kumara VSV USP §
psc. the Vica Chancellor of KDU.

Marking the significance of B
the event, a distribution of
schoelarships took place for a
group of selected 20 students
from Piliyandala Sir John
Kotelawala Vidyalaya, Kandawala
MNavodya Maha Vidyalaya, and

-

children belonging to kDU stafi.  THE T27™ Birth Anniversary of Late General

The Commander of the Navy, Sir John Kotelawala Commemorated
— o A

the Chief of Staff of the Air
Force, Senior Tri-Servicas
Officers, Officers, Other Ranks,
undergraduates and students
were also present at the event.

General Sir John Kotelawala,
a former Prme  Minister,
genercusly donated his ancestral
property, including the renowned
Kandawala Walauvwwa' (mansion)
in Ratmalana, to establish the
Defence University. This act led to
the creation of the maiden Defence
Academy on the island, named
in hiz honour. It was formed as a
geat of leaming for Tri-Services
Officars in 1981, Ganeral Sir John
Kotelawala, who studied at Royal
College in Colombo and graduated
from Cambridge University, had
a distinguished military career,
rising to the rank of General after
serving as the Commanding
Officer of the Ceylon Light Infantry.
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Generous
supports

The Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force (SLAVF) organised an event to grant
scholarships and cash incentives among 150 students of Army personnel
serving under the SLAVF on 03 April 2024 at the SLAVF Headquarters.

Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the
Armmy, together with Mrs. Janaki Livanage, the President of Army Seva Vanitha
Unit (ASVU), graced the occasion as the Chief Guest.

25 students who excelled in the Advanced Level Examination and gained admission to universities were awarded Rs.
50,000.00. each. Additionally, 63 students who achieved 9 A passes in Ordinary Level Examination were awarded Rs.
25,000.00 each. 112 students who qualified at Grade 5 Scholarship Examination also received Rs. 10,000.00 each.
During the event, another 50 students received cash incentives.

Major General M T K R Silva KSP, the Deputy Commandant of SLAVE, Officers, Other Ranks and parents of the
students were present at the occasion.
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A commemeration ceremony in
honour of its fallen War Heroes of
Sn Lanka Artillery (SLA) was held
on 22 Aprl 2024 coinciding with
the 136" anniversary celebrations
at the Sri Lanka Artillery Regiment.
Licutenant General H L V M
Livanage RWF RSP ndu, the
Commander of the Ammy, graced
the occasion as the Chief Guest,
at the invitation of Major General
B K G M L Rodnge RSP psc IG,
the Colonel Commandant of SLA

Afterwards, the Commander of the
Army together with General C S
Wearasooriya (Rtd) RWP RSP VsV
USSP ndc |G, former Commander of
the Army, Senior Officars, Officars,
Other Ranks and family members of
fallen War Heroes |aid floral wreaths
at the SLA War Heroes monument.

Sri Lanka Artillery Celebrates 136™
Anniversary Honouring
Fallen War Heroes
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Army Commander Inaugurates
'‘Green View Reserve'

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the Army and Colonel of the Regiment, Sri
Lanka Mational Guard (SLNG) declared open a newly constructed Officers’ accommodation complex at the Sri Lanka
Mational Guard (SLNG) Regimental Centre premises in Heralivawala, Kurunegala, on 10 April 2024 during a simple
ceremony. Lieutenant General H LY M Livanage RWF RSP ndu, the Commander of the Army and the Colonel of the
Regiment of SLNG, along with Mrs. Janaki Livanage, the President, Army Seva Vanitha Unit, graced the occasion at the
invitation of Brigadier H A Keerthinatha REP KSP psc, Centre Commandant, SLNG.

The '‘Green View Reserve' - the modemn facility of SLNG comprises of 15 rooms equipped with all necessary amenities,
addressing the accommodation facilities for Officers of the Regiment. Further, the Commander of the Army commended
the dedication and hard work of all SLNG troops, and their efficient completion of the project within the allocated budget.

i i Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage

c“'“emlo“e I'alll “]' Gal al]a RWF IF’LSP ndu, the Enmmar?dnr gc:f

the Ammy, laid the comerstone for

nﬂgimem H“sa“m anll n“““-n"“m construction of Regimental Museumn and
Auditorium at Gajaba Regiment premises

: k e . n : o S on 11 April 2024 at the invitation of Major
- B ' General W H K S Peiris RWP RSP V5V

USP ndu, Chief of Staff and Colonel of
the Regiment of the Gajaba Regiment.

Major General M G WW WM CB
Wickramasinghe RWP RSP ndu psc, the
Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna)
and Major General & B Amunugama
RWF RSP ndu, the Commander,
1 Corps also joined the event,

Major 4 R M 5 Jayawardhana,
Commanding Officer of 2 Corps of
Engineer Services explained the
project plan to the audience and
troops of 2 Corps of Engineer Services
will extend their manpower and
technical experiise for the project,

The Gajaba Regiment Auditorium
is consisted of multipurpose
auditorium  with 667 seats and
Museum fulfilling a long standing
requirement of Gajaba Regiment.
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Lisutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the Amny, declared open
a newly built three-story holiday bungalow at Hawa Eliya on 20 April 2024 amidst a brief ceremony.

The three-story building consists of three rooms with attached bathrooms, a lobby area, a dining area and a kitchen.
Troops of 17 Engineer Services Regiment (17 ESR) undertook the construction process with the supervision of
Directorate of Engineer Services at the request of the Directorate of Real Estate and Quartering (Dte of RE & Q).

The Commander of the Army also launched 'My Reservations' - newly designed widget through 'e-Portal
to reserve Army holiday bungalows for service personnel in the Army durng the same programme.

Army Commander Inquires on Wellheing of Fox Hill
Accident Victims

Lieutenant General H L V' M Livanage BWP RSP ndu,
‘-'-' the Army Commander, visited Diyatalawa Base Hospital
: to inguire about the injured personnel from the Fox
Hill Accident. During the visit, he discussed the nature
of injuries, health pregress, and recovery process with
medical officials.

He also interacted with the injured personnel and their

g families, expressing profound regret over the incident,

8 The Deputy Chief of Staff, Commander of Security Forces
(Central), Adjutant General and Senior Officers alzo

joined the visit,
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Army Commander Inaugurates Renovated Building

at St. Aloysius College, Galle

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage EWP RSP
ndu, the Commander of the Ammy inaugurated
the Golden Lily Building of St. Aloysius College,
Galle during a simple ceremony held on 26 April
2024  at the invitation of Mr. Pubudu Sampath,
the Principal of St Aloysius College, Galle.

The Galden Lily Building is a 4-story building which was
in unusable condition for a long period. Responding
to a request made by the Principal St. Aloysius
College, Galle from the Commander of the Army,
troops of 4 Engineer Services Regiment undertook
the responsibility of the renovation of the building.
Major General T J Kedithuwakku (Rtd) RWP RSP ndu,
Major General K M S Kumara (Rtd) and Major General
D G Hewage (Rid) RSP coordinated the project

The newly-rencvated facility comprises of a smart
classroom, a home science laboratory, a sporis
unit, 02 Information Technology laboratories, 06
classrooms and an Eastern Music and Dancing room.

During the event, the Commander of the Amy also
bestowed appreciation certificates for two school Cadets.
Warrant Officer 1 K D Kalhara, who presently holds
the appointment of Regimental Sergeant Major of the
1 National Cadet Corps, and Lance Corporal M D | H
Sadaruwan, a national level trained shocter accordingly
received certificates from the Army Commander.
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Army Commander
Presides the 8"
Presidential

Induction Geremony
of SLCOMM

Lieutenant General H LV M Livanage
RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of
the Army graced the 8% Presidential
Induction Ceremony of Sr Lanka
College of Military Medicine
(SLCOMM) which was held on 26
April 2024 at the Galadar Hotel,
Colombo,

Major General F A C
Fernando USP, the Colonel
Commandant of Sr Lanka
Army Medical Corps and
SLCOMM members warmly
welcomed the Commander
of the Army to the Sri Lanka
College of Military Medicine.
Mewly-appointed President,
Brigadier W G R P Peiris
addressed the gathering
and presented his plans
and vision in the upcoming
year of SLCOMM.

Gajaha Seva Vanitha New Year Fair at Salivapura

—
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Gajaba Seva Vanitha New Year Fair - 2024 was successfully held at the Gajaba Regimental Centre premises,
Saliyapura from 09 to 11 April 2024 under the direction of Major General W H K 5 Peiris RWP RSP VSV
USP ndu Colonel of the Regiment and Mrs. Dilupa Peiris, President of Gajaba Seva \anitha Branch.

Lieutenant General H L vV M Livanage EWFP RSP ndu, the Commander of the Armmy and Mrs Janaki
Livanage, President, Army Seva Vanitha Unit graced the event as the Chief Guest. The Gajaba Seva
Vanitha Fair included with array of events including Dog Show by Commando K2 Unit, exhibiting of
Motorcycle Stunts, Band Display, Air Rifle Shooting, & Live Musical Shows featuring renowned wvocalists.

In addition, Gajaba Sewva Vanitha MNew Year Fair = 2024 made a platform to the military personnel and
civilians in the area providing an opportunity to purchase their household requirements prior to the New Year.
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The final cerificate-awarding ceremony for personnel who
successfully qualified in the internationally recognised Mational
Vocational Qualification (NVQ) Level 4 after completing various
technical courses at the Ranaviru Resource Centre (RRC), took
place on 29 Aprl 2024 at the Army Headgquarters. Lisutenant
General H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of
the Amy, graced the awarding ceremony as the Chief Guest
adding importance to the achievements, together with Mrs.
Janaki Liyanage, the President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit.

After welcoming the Chief Guest, 18 selected participants
representing a total of 167 attendees receivad their certificates
from Major Genaeral M E P Weerasinghe (Rtd) VSV USP ato,
Director General of the Vocational Training Authority (VTA).

Participants of the Hair and Beautician Course displayed a Bridal
Show, and participants of the Three-wheeler and Motorbike
Repairing Course showcased their skils by assembling a
motorbike. A few aesthetic events added colour to the simple
ceremony.

\ _-L_. 1 A | . ' -

Adelegation of the Joint Staff Headquarters of Pakistan visited the Army Headquarters on 29 April 2024 at the invitation
of Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, the Commander of the Army. The four-member delegation
comprised with Lieutenant General Ahsan Gulrez, HI (M), Director General, Joint Staff and three other Senior Officers. In
acordial and interactive meeting, both parties exchanged views to enhance the longstanding bonds of goodwill between
the Armed Forces of both countries. Recalling the deep rooted bilateral relationship, Commander of the Army further
extended the gratefulness for the training assistance provided by Pakistan Army to improve the competencies of Sri
Lankan Army Cfficers and Other Ranks, nurturing the values of military professionalism.
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Newly Appointed Colonel of the Regiment
Assumes Duties

Chief of Staff of the Sn Lanka Army, Major General W H K S Peiris RWP RSP
VSV USP ndu assumed duties as the 13" Colonel of the Regiment of the Gajaba
Regiment on 11 April 2024 at the Home of Gajaba, Saliyapura, Anuradhapura.

The Bellator extends warm greetings over the new appointment of Major General
W H K S Peiris RWP RSP V5V USP ndu, as the Caolonel of the Regiment of the
Gajaba Regiment - a home for many charismatic personalities such as the
Founding Father of the Gajaba Regiment, Late Major General Vijaya Wimalaratne.

Celebrating Sinhala and Tamil New Year

‘SLEME Seva Vanitha Bakmaha Udanaya = 2024' was
successfully held on 10 Aprl 2024 at Sri Lanka Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers Industrial Workshop - Kosgama
. with the participation of Officers, Other Ranks and their
Ry families. The Corps of Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical

¥, - Deputy Chief of Staff of Sri Lanka Army and the Colonel

" - } ; _Commandant of Sr Lanka Electrical and Mechanical
L - Engineers, together with Mrs. Mandanee Samarakoon,
z the President of Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers Seva Vanitha Branch, graced the event as the
Chief Guest.

MNumber of traditional games and events were included
giving prominance to Sinhalese traditions. Aurudu Kumaraa,
Aurudu Kumariya, breaking the pots, placing the eye for
blind elephant, coconut leaves weaving, coconut-scraping,
playing musical chairs, grease pole climbing, pillow
challenge, lug of war, balloon dance, bun eating, lime-on-
spoon race and many interesting traditional games were
included in the ‘SLEME Seva Vanitha Bakmaha Udanaya
= 2024".

16, 65300
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‘Stamina Spartans
Competition’ at
1Coms

1 Comps successfully organsied the ‘Stamina
Spartans competition’, on 07 Apnl 2024 at
Headquarters, 1 Corps aiming to enhance fithess,
endurance, self-confidence and team spirit of
soldiers serving under 53 and 58 Infantry Divisions.

During the heavy tussle, 5 Vijayabahu Infantry
Regiment emerged as the champions,
demonstrating exceptional prowess and teamwork
out of the 16 teams participated in the competition.
19 Sri Lanka Light Infantry secured 1st runners up
title pushing the 9 Gemunu Watch to 2nd numners
up position.

Major General 5 B Amunugama RWP RSP ndu,
the Commander of 1 Corps graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest, Senior Officers, Officers and Other
Ranks witnessed the occasion,
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- Airmobile Training
% School Gifts Another

. 0 \ Skilled Air Mobile

4 Troops for lhe llaunm -

The Passing Out Parade of Air Assault Course - No 2B was successfully held at Airmobile Training School — Nikawewa
on 01 April 2024, Major General 5 B Amunugama RWP RSP ndu, Commander of 1 Corps graced the occasion as the
Chief Guest adding the prominence to the Passing Out Parade.

05 Officers and 90 Other Ranks passed out during the dignified ceremony. Captain P F A L Fonseka - 3 Gajaba Regiment
earned the award for the Best Student and the Best Shooter, Meanwhile Corporal Silva U E - 5 Gemunu Watch earned
the award for the Best Student in physical fitness. Major General P G P S Rathnayaka RWP RSP ndc, General Officer
Commanding of 53 Infantry Division (RSF), Senior Officers of 1 Corps, Officers and Other Ranks participated in the
occasion.

New Water Project and
Home from Security
Forces - Jafina

The 11 (V) Gajaba Regiment installed a water
supply project at St. Fatima Roman Catholic
School, fulfilling a long standing requirement
of the area. Major General MGWWWMC
B Wickramasinghe RWP RSP ndu psc, the

Commander of Security Forces L - !
{Jafina), officially vested the facility W
for the beneficiaries. The newly P L
installed water facility provides
drinking water to children and staff of

school.

In addition to this, the troops of the 7 Sri Lanka
Light Infantry constructed a new house fora

deserving family residing in Anandapuram. The
family, consisting of a mother and young child, faced
challenges due to the absence of har husband. The
Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna) vested the
house to the beneficiary during a simple ceremony
held on 02 April 2024,
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Facuity Memhbers from University of Jafina Visit
Army Farm in Jafina

- Professor K. Paheerethan and Dr. J Arasakesary from
Department of Agriculture Biology, Faculty of Agriculture,
University of Jaffna along with a delegation engaged in a
visit to Jaffna Army Farm on 26 March 2024 in order to uplift
and elevate the cultivation at the farm.

The delegation paid a site visit, inspected the cultivation

and discussed with the farmers on problems in crops
cultivation and educated the farmers further in order to
develop the crop for better harvest. Later, the academic
staff paid a courtesy call on Major General MG W W WM
C B Wickramasinghe RWP R3F ndu psc the Commander
Security Forces (Jaffna).

SFHO (Wanni) Celebrates 26™ Anniversary

In line with the 26" anniversary of Secunty Force Headquarters (Wanni), a senes of events were organised under the
directions of Major General W P AD W MNanayakkara RSP VSV USP ndu, the Commander, Security Forces (Wanni)
on 18 March 2024,

The anniversary celebration was included with a ceremonial Guard of Honour to the Commander, Security Forces
(Wanni), Buddhist religious obsarvances at the Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi and Ruwanweli Maha Stupa, Hindu observances
at the Kandaswami Kovil Vavuniya, Qirath's prayers at the Jumma Mosgue Vavuniya, a special mass at the Shrine of
Chur Lady of Madhu Church and an alms giving for Maha Sangha in the area. The evening musical event marked the
culmination of the anniversary celebrations.
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. New House Warms for a Deserving
Family in Mollipothana

Expanding its ongoing house-construction project, Major General M K U P Gunaratne RSP ndu psc |G, Commander of
the Security Forces Headguarters (East) formally warmed ene more house for a deserving family residing at Mellipethana
Nerth Grama Miladhari Division during a simple ceremony held on 11 April 2024.

The housing project was initiated under the conceptual layout of Major General M K U P Gunaratne RSP ndu psc
IG, Commander of the Security Forces Headquarters (East). Troops of the 15" Battalion of Sn Lanka Light Infantry
provided their manpower, engineering, and technical skills for the construction of the new house. Major General PA M
Peiris RSP USP psc, the General Officer Commanding of 22 Infantry Division directed the project and Brigadier ¥ H P
Rangajeewa Commander, 223 Infantry Brigade supervised the project. Famous singer Mr. Bathiya Javakodi extended
financial generosity for the project.

Scholarships Awarded Empowering Future Leaders of the Society

Following the conceptual layout of Major General M K U P Gunaratne RSP ndu psc IG, Commander ui-thé- Security
Forces Headguarters (East), scholarships were awarded for two students who excelled in the Grade 5 scholarship
examination on 03 April 2024 at the Security Forces Headguarters (East).

Mr. Mevan Jayathilake a known philanthropist, generously donated the required funds for two scholarships. Master M K
Kavishka Deshan Ariyvarathne from Susirigama Primary School, Polonnaruwa, who achieved an impressive 162 marks,
and R PD S S Savindi Wickramasinghe from Alawakubura Maha Vidyalaya, Polonnaruwa, who achieved 150 marks for
the grade 5 scholarship exam accordingly received the scholarships.
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A Donation for Civil Staft

The distribution of dry ration packs worth of Rs. 5000.00 each was
held at the Security Forces Headguarters (West) premises under
the patronage of Major General 3 W M Fernande WIWV RWP RSP
VSV USP nde pse, Commander, Security Forces Headquarters
(West) on 10 April 2024. Accordingly, 36 civil servants working
under Security Forces Headguarters (West) received dry ration

packs.

Major Gerneral S W M Femando
Wwy RWP RSP WSV USP ndc psc,
the Commander, Security Forces
(West) and Colonel Commandant of
SLAC inaugurated newly-constructed
Auditorium and Tactical and Technical
Training Arena of 4 Sri Lanka Armoured
Corps (4 SLAC) on 02 April 2024 at the
unit premises during a brief ceremony.

The newly constructed auditorium will
offer a comfortable training venue for the
troops of 4 SLAC and visiting delegations
from diffarent Tri-Sarvice establishments,
accommodating up to 200 attendees.
Further, it consists of an Operational
History Briefing Area, a fully egquipped
Model Room and an Operational
Activity Briefing Area. The project was
successfully  completed under the
directions of Lieutenant Colonel D M V
M R Dissanayake RWP RSP psc, the
Commanding Officer of 4 SLAC. Senior
Officers, Officers and Other Ranks of
SLAC also joined the inauguration.

L] =._ ','-—T .
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SFHOQ - Central Celebrates
Sinhala & Tamil New Year

The Security Forces Headquarters (Central) celebrated
Sinhala Tamil New Year on 12 April 2024 at the Security
Forces Headquarters (Central) premises under the
guidance of Major General S R B Aluvihare RWP RSP
ndu psc, the Commander, Security Forces Headquarters
{Central).

The festival marked the beginning by lighting the traditional
oil lamp and consisted of a number of traditional games
such as cross country run, climbing greasy pole, pillow
fighting, tug of war, fancy dress competition, etc. A
gathering of Senior Officers, Officers, Other Ranks and
their families participated in the event.

APRIL 2024
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CES Hosts Another Successiul Diners' Glub

2

The Corps of Engineer Services (CES) hosted a Diners’ Club event at
the CES Regimental Officers’ Mess on 26 March 2024, Major General A
E D Wijendra (Rtd) RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc, graced the occasion
as the guest lecturer and conducted a valuable session on 'Officering in
Contemporary Sn Lanka’ to the gathering.

Major General A H L G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc, the Director
General Financial Management and the Colonel Commandant of the
CES, presented a special token of appreciation to the guest speaker
appreciating his genercus assistance to educate the Officers. Senior
Officers and Officers of CES took part in the event.

Commending Shining Sports Stars of Gorps of Engineer Services

A programme of appreciating and recognising the
outstanding performance, dedication, and commitment of
sportsmen represented the Sri Lanka Army in the Asian
Confederation Hockey Tournament and the South Asian
Kabaddi Tournament, was held on 26 March 2024.

Accordingly, Corporal Jayasundara D M | K and Lance
Corporal Sanjeewa A P who won the 2Znd runners-up
position at the 2022 Asian Hockey Games and Lance
Corporal Kumara K D M P who secured Silver Medalin the
2022 Asian Games Kabaddi, received the cash incentives.

Major General A H L G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc pse,

Colonal Commandant of CES and Director General
Financial Management, awarded the cash incentives for

A Lecture on Personal Development

|

Security Forces (West) conducted a training programme on ‘Personal Development’ at the lecture hall - Corps of
Engineer Services on 17 April 2024. Lieutenant Colonel T P G K P Alwis RWP USP psc conducted the session covering
various topics, including personal development, the value of literature and balancing family and professional life. A total
of 25 Officers and 180 Other Ranks participated in the lectura.

BELLATOR  APRIL 2024 22




11 Infantry Division held a traditional Sinhala and Tamil New Year on 18 April 2024 at the 1 Sr Lanka Rifle Corps
premises with the participation of Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks of 11 Infantry Division and their family
members. Major General R M M Ranasinghe WW\W RWP RSP, General Officer Commanding (GOC) of 11 Infantry
Division graced the occasion as the Chief Guest.

L J
J VIR Completes the Battalion Training Course at Katukeliyawa

pak i,

o
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The 5 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment (VIR) successfully completed their Battalion Training Course at the 1 Corps
Battalion Training School in Katukeliyawa. The course commenced on 19 February 2024 and concluded on 08 April
2024. 14 Officers and 301 Other Ranks of the 5 VIR participated in the course. Major General H D W K N Erivagama
RWP RSP, the General Officer Cormmanding, the 58 Infantry Division, graced the closing ceremeony as the Chief Guest,
Captain W B S P G Femmando was awarded as the Best Student & Best Shooter while Corporal Madduma Bandara R M
A G awarded as tha Best in Physical Fitness of the course.

Friendly Football Match at 922 Infantry Brigade

In order to enhance sports skills amaong Jaffna youth whilst establishing an excellent relationship between the Army and
the publicin the area, the 23 Gemunu Watch, 1 Mechanized Infantry Regiment and 10 (V) Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment
under command to 522 Infantry Brigade organised a football match at the Kandakadu on 0T April 2024.

Wadamarachchi Super Sports and Kadeyikadu St. Mary Clubs vied in the final tussle and Major General Y AB M
Yahampath RWP RSP ndu psc, Genaral Officer Commanding of 52 Infantry Division graced the occcasion.

Senior Officers, Officers, Other Ranks and residents in the area witnessed the event,
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GUW - 36 Gourses Successfully
Culminates at Maduru Oya

The passing out parade of Counter Insurgency and Jungle
Warfare (CLJW) Course No - 36 for Other Ranks was held
at the Army Training Schoel in Maduruoya (ATS) under the
patronage of Brigadier K T P De Silva RSP ndu psc, the
Commandant, ATS on 08 April 2024,

42 Cther Ranks, who successiully completed the CLIW Course No - 36 received their certificates. Corporal Silva JH K
of 1 Special Forces Regiment was awarded as the Best Student of the Course. The course was held from 18 January
2024 to 08 April 2024. Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks parficipated in the occasion.

I 40
Inspiring Lecture at 52 Infantry Division

A successful Psychological Operation Workshop
was held at the 52 Infantry Division on 25 April 2024
with the participation of Officers and Other Ranks
sanving in the 52 Infantry Division and its under-
command battalions.

Troops of the 52 Infantry Division in liaison with the
Directorate of Media & Psychological Operations §
organised this educative session under the direction
of Major General ¥ A B M Yahampath FWP RSP ndu £
psc, the General Officer Commanding of 52 Infantry
Division, aiming to boost the morale of the soldiers |
while imparting knowledge about history.

Lieutenant Colonel E A A 8 Chaminda, Editor-
in-Chief of the Ranaviruwa Monthly Magazine
enlightened the audience on 'Sr Lanka Army War
Literature’ sharing exceptional wartime experiences
under the theme of 'Heroic Defender’ and Major M
H M § Bandara from the Military Intelligence Corps
delivered insightz on ‘Proud Soldier, emphasising
the significant role of a professional soldier. 20
Officers and 318 Other Ranks participated in the
lecture.
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Accounting Workshop Illl' Army Sports GCommittee Members

An accounting lecture for members of the Sri Lanka Army
Sports Committee was held at the Conference Hall of the
Army Sports Development Village on 27 March 2024 under
the guidance of Brigadier G AT Godewatte RWP RSP, the
Director, Directorate of Sports. Major J P M Gamage of
the Sn Lanka Army General Service Corps, conducted the
session.

The objective of the leciure was to enhance the participants”
understanding on accounting practices relevant to their
roles in the committee. 06 Officers and 35 Other Ranks
participated in the lecture session.

_
Drug I'reuentmn Pmurammes

10 Sri Lanka Light Infantry and 16 Sri Lanka
Sinha Regiment together with the National Drug
Prevention Unit (Vishwamadu) organised a drug
prevention programme for students of Palinagar
Maha Vidyalaya and Kanagarayankulam Maha
Vidyalaya on 05 April 2024 under the supervision of
the Colonel M G A Malandeniya RSF, Commander,
561 Infantry Brigade,

The informative lecture was focused on adverse
effects, wvarieties of dangerous drugs, factors

for drug addiction among the school children,
illicit substances and impact of such uses and Officers and Other Ranks of 10 Sri Lanka Light Infantry and

rapercussions. Mrs. AVimala— Instructorof National 16 Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment, over 400 students and teachers
Drug Prevention Unit conducted the lecture. participated in the event

I A drug prevention programme was conducted at

= "ul'ldyawa:dhana College, Pelawatta on 02 April 2024 under

the guidance of Brigadier M K D P Mapalagama psc, the
Commander of 144 Infantry Brigade.

Lieutenant Colonel E R § Dayananda of the National
Cadefts Corps, who served as the Coordinating Officer
of the Rehabilitation Bureau conducted the lecture,
enlightening students about the detrimental effects of drug
abuse and methods to combat addiction. 100 students
took part in the programme.

Troops of 17 (V) Sri Lanka Light Infantry
organised an awareness programme  on
drug prevention at W/ Sirsumana Vidyalaya,
Vawuniva on 22 March 2024 under the
supenvision of Brigadier T M 5 J Tennakoon
RSP, the Commander of the 582 Infantry
Brigade under the theme of ‘Achieve Victory of
Childhood Beyond Challenges’.

Mrs. H M T K Senevirathne, a lecturer,
counselor, and assessor of the North Central
Province Mational Dangerous Drugs Control
Board (NDDCB) educated the audience on
drug prevention. Senior Officers, Officers and
Other Ranks took part in the event.
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14 Infantry Division Marks Its 13" Anniversary

guidance of Major General K AW N H Bandaranayake USP, the General Officer Commanding (GOC) of 14 Infantry
Division. The anniversary celebration was included with Guard Tumout followed by Guard of Honour for the General
Officer Commanding of 14 Infantry Division and an all-ranks tea and dinner. Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks
of the 14 Infantry Division participated in the event.

Tha 21 Infantry Division proudly celebrated its 36th anniversary on 04 April 2024, following a series of events under the
guidance of Major General H H K S 5 Hewage, the General Officer Commanding, 21 Infantry Division. The anniversary
was included with religious and military parades. A friendly cricket match between division branches, all-night *Pirith®
chanting, almsgiving, all ranks lunch and a musical evening were included in the anniversary celebrations. Senior
Officers, Officers and Other Ranks of 21 Infantry Division participated in the event.

L
Eye Clinic from 56 Infantry Division

The 11 Gemunu Watch (11 GW) organised an Eye Clinic at
Primary Medical Care Premises, Bogaswewa on 23 March

2024 with the aim of assisting visually impaired residents
in Bogaswewa area, 424 visually impaired patients wera
i benefited during the programme. Furthermeore, some
‘[n
i fifi:

patients were forwarded for cataract surgeries under the
evaluation of an eye specialist doctor while the others
received the spectacles.

The programme was launched with the generous
contribution of Dr. Sarveswaran, the Secretary of Assist to
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Organization under the
guidance of Major General S Kasthurimudali RSP nde psc,
the General Officer Commanding of 26 Infantry Division,
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New ||BIISE flll ﬂl}SI'.'I'IIIIl!I Familu in Ealle

Under the guidance of the General Officer Cornn'bandmg. 61 Infantry Division, the troops nF E{V} Gamunu Walch
succassfully built a new house for a deserving family residing in Poddala, Galle. The house warming ceremony took
place on 20 March 2024 and Brigadier W M L 5 Dayawansa, the Deputy General Officer Commanding of €1 Infantry
Division, graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. During the event, two coconut saplings were planted by the Deputy
General Officer Commanding, 61 Infantry Division and the Divisional Secretary of Bope Poddala Divisional Secretariat
to mark the occasion.

N —
New IIIIIISE trom 6 Srl lanlla Anlllery IIII‘ HGEIII Eamilu

Troops of the & Sri Lanka Artillery, laid the foundation stone for a new house for a needy family in Meavitligammana on
28 March 2024. The initiative was conducted under the guidance of Major General K AW N H Bandaranayake USP, the
General Officer Commanding of 14 Infantry Division and supervision of the Commander of 141 Infantry Brigade.

Generous donors including Mr. Sabri, Mrs. Sabitha Vindani Sarap, the Secretary of ‘Let us be a Shadow Foundation’
and Mr. Gihan Malalgoda extended the much required financial sponsorship for those constructions. The General
Officer Commanding of 14 Infantry Division participated in the event as the Chief Guest. Senior Officers, Officers, Other
Ranks, family members and villagers were also present at the occasion,

B 4
“l 5[50 ﬂlllllls ||llIIlE fﬂl‘ Family of Deceased Soldier

The troops of 10 Sri Lanka Signal Corps (10 SLSC) built
a new house and vested on 22 March 2024 for a family
of a deceased Mon-Commissioned Officer who suddenly
passed away during an accident.

The ‘Api Wenuwen Apit  trust funded the construction
project and 10 SLSC provided the much-required
manpower for the project. Majer T T N Mendis USP
the Officiating Commanding Officer of 10 SLSC graced
the occasion as the Chief Guest for the house warming
ceremony. Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks were
also present during the event.
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