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General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University marked a
crowning moment of achievement of its students of intakes
34,35, 36, and 37 on 04 Oclober 2023 at the Bandaranaike
Memaorial Hall (BMICH).
Accordingly, the undergraduates from different disciplines
including Mana
and Arls rec
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International Conference
ement, Engineering Technology, Science
ed their degrees.

1769 graduands from all faculties and affiliated military
institutions were conferred with degrees. Among the
degree holders,
degree and one received a Master of Philosophy degree

2 received the Doctor of Philosophy

and 103 received Master's degrees and 1490 received their
Bachelor's degrees. |n addition, 09 received Postgraduate
Diplomas. His Ranil Wickremesingha, the
President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, graced the final session of the convocation as
the Chief Guest. Extending the best wishes for the

Excellency
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academic excellences of the graduates of the General Sir
John Kotelawala Defence University, His Excellency the
President appreciated their achievements.

Honourable Sagala Rathnayaka the Chief of Staff to
the President and Mational Security Advisor, Honurable
Pramitha Bandara Thennakoon State Minister of Defence,
General G D H Kamal Gunaratne {(Retd) WWV RWP RSP
USP nde psc MPhil the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence,
General SHS Kottegoda (Rid) WWW RWP RSP VSV USP
ndc Chancellor, General Sir John Kotelawala Defence
University, General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV
USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Lieutenant
General H L V' M Livanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of
the Army, Commanders of Mavy and Air Foree, Inspector
General of Police and the family members of the graduates
attended the convocation.




ARMY COMMANDER INSPECTS SOUTHERN EXPRESSWAY
CLEARANCE WORK

Troops of 2 (V) Gemunu Watch of 61
Infantry Division promptly lent their lireless
assistance to clear the earth mound that

collapsed on the southern expressway near
the 102km post bebween Imaduwa and
Pinnaduwa interchanges on 11 OCclober
2023 due to torrential rains.

In view of the magnitude of the earth slip,
Lieutenant General H L VY M Liyanage
FRWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army
together with Honourable Premitha
Bandara Tennakoon, State Minister of
Defence visited the location and inspected
and instructed the troops at work.

ARMY COMMANDER JOINS ON FLOOD RELIEF WORK IN
MATARA

Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army inspected humanitarian flood relief
operations launched by troops for flood-affected areas in Matara District on OF October 2023,

Major General R A J N Ranasinghe RSP USP ndec, General Officer Commanding, 61 Infantry Division presented a
comprehensive brief on developments as regards floods in the Matara District to the Commander of the Army. Then
the Commander of the Army, together with several other Senior Officers met the District Secretary Matara and further
inspecied the process of the humanitarian flood relief assistance. Also, Commander of the Army met Divisional Secrataries
of Malimbada and Athtudawa divisions and checked the cookhouse maintained in the premises and observed the food
delivary process for the flood affectad victims of the area.

Major General W H K S Peiris RWP RSP VSV USP ndu, Commander of Security Forces (West), Major General R A
J M Ranasinghe RSP USF ndc, General Officer Commanding of 61 Infantry Division, Colonel K A D M R Kannangara
RSP IG, Brigade Commander of 613 Infantry Brigade and few other Senior Officers were also present at the premises.

After his visit to Malimbada area, the Army Commander reached Athtudawa bund area which has been fortified by troops
placing sand bags to prevent any split in the bund as rising walter levels have posed a threal.
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The Sri Lanka Army, the unmatched service provider plus the proud 'Defender of the MNation' which led a sustained
crusade against ruthless terrorism and brought durable peace to the Nation after more than three decades of human
suffering marked its 74" Anniversary on 10 October 2023 with grandeur at Panagoda Army Cantonment, Panagoda.
Liewtenant General H L V' M Livanage RWP RSP ndu. Commander of the Amy together with Mrs. Janaki Liyanage
the President Armmy Seva Vanitha Unit graced the event as the Chiel Guests adding dignity and prominence to the
commeamaoration.

Major General M G W W W M C B Wickramasinghe RWP RSP ndu psc, Director General General Staff, commanded
the Army Day parade and Brigadier S P Malawarage RSP USP |G, was the Second in Command. 85 Officers and 650
Other Ranks represanting all 25 Regiments coloured the squads offering honours to the Commander of the Army. Adding
the significance-to the event, Commander of the Army pinned the Commander's Commendation Badge on 43 selected
Army personnel including Officers and Other Ranks who have made the organisation proud contributing their maximum.
The laureates were distinct achievers in bravery, honesty, commilment lowards the national emergencies.
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Addressing the distinguished gathering the Commander of the Army paid tribute to all past Commanders, fallen and
injured War Heroes. serving Officers, Other Ranks, civil servants and their families and urged All Ranks to continue
their good work and commitment in future for the best interests of the country. In addition. he stressed that the Army will
always be committed lowards preserving the Constitution and the democralic process while ensuring the well-being of
the citizenry. Commander of the Army further highlighted that Sri Lanka Army endeavours to be a role model in judicious
resource management and will render its fullest support towards national efforts for economic revival,
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BLESSINGS INVOKED FOR ARMY FLAGS AT
KATARAGAMA

In line with the 74" Army Anniversary flag
blessing ceremony was held at the sacred
Kataragama Kirivehera and Devala compounds
on 02 October 2023 with the participation of
Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP
ndu, Commander of the Army. Officers and Other Ranks bearing

the respective flags of the Army participated in the programme.
Al the same time, the Commander of the Army presented a
financial contribution towards the development of the sacred
place of historic value as a symbaolic gesture of veneration on
account of the anniversany.

In addition, the Army Commander marked the commeancemeant
of the second stage construction of parially-built ‘\Vihara
Mandiraya' at the sacred Kirivehera premises by laying the
first floor tile on the floor. Army troops extended their generous
experlise for the construction.

A special Mass graced by His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith, Bishop of
Colombo and several other prominent clergies was held on 03 October 2023
at Borella All Saints' Church as a segment of the series of multi-religious
observances to invoke the blessings on the 74% Army Anniversary of the Sri
Lanka Army.

Lieutenant General H LV M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the
Army. together with Mrs Janaki Liyanage, President of the Army Seva Vanitha
Unit graced the event as the Chief Guests at the invitation of Major General
W B S M Abeysekara RSP VWSV USP, Chairman, Army Christian Fellowship.
Al the end of the special Mass, Commander of the Army, made a financial
confribution to clergies as a token of appreciation of their religious services
being rendered by the Church for promotion of spiritual values, reconciliation
and peace among the public.
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A MOSQUE FOR THE 74™

Another special prayer to invoke blessings
for the 74" Army Anniversary was held
at Colpetty Jumma Mosque with the
representative gathering of Officers and
Other Ranks of Islamic faith on 04 October
2023.

Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army graced the religious occasion as the
Chief Guest at the invitation of Brigadier T M F Kitchilan EWP RSP, together with Lieutenant Colonel T M P Jalal,
Secretary of Army Muslim Association.

Lieutenant General H L V¥ M Livanage, Commander of the Army after culmination of the special |slamic religious
ceremony made a financial donation towards the development of the mosque premises and shared his views with
Moulavis on co-existence, harmony and reconciliation. Officers and Other Ranks joined the prayer sessions.

HINDU ‘ASHIRWADA' PooJA FOR
74™ ARMY ANNIVERSABY oo

A special ‘Aashirwada’ Pooja (blessing ceremony) of Hindu tradition, was held on 5§ October 2023 at Mayurapathi Sri
Bhadrakali Amman Kovil, Colombe 5, to extend its blessings on the 74™ Anniversary of the Sri Lanka Amy.

Lieutenant General H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army, graced the event as the Chief Guest
at the invitation of Brigadier K M P 5 B Kulathunga RSP ndc psc, Chaiman of the Army Hindu Association. During
the oceasion the noble blessings of the special ‘Aashirwada’ Pooja invoked for the Army Flags amidst religious rites
and rituals. At the end of the Hindu blessing ceremony. Commander of the Army, respectfully made a cash gift to the
Chairman of the Kovil Mr. Periyasami Sundaralingam for itz development work on behalf of all serving the organisation.
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ALL-NIGHT.‘\PIRITH' CHANTING

| FOR ARMY ANNIVERSARY AT SRI LANKA
All-night "Pirth"chanting; tsed In line with the 741 ARMY HEADDUARTEHS

Army Day was held at the Sri Jayawardenepura Army
Headquarters complex on 05 October 2023, The all o
night Pirith Chanting was held as the final segment of
a saries of multi religious arangements organsied to
invoke spiritual blessings on the Sr Lanka Army.

Several Buddhist monks, including the Maha
Mayaka Thero of Kotte Sn Kalyani Samagri Dharma
Maha Sangha Sabha, Venerable Dr Iththapaana
Dhammalankara Nayaka Thero, Chief Incumbent
at Dhamma Wiayaloka \iharaya, Rukmale and
Chancellor of Sr Jayawardenepura University,
together with Venerable Dr Aluthnuwara Anurudhdha
Thero, Chief Incumbent at Kotte Raja Maha Viharaya,
Venerable Uduwe Dhammaloka Thero, Incumbent,
Allen Methiniyaramaya participated in the customary
all-night “Pirith” chanting.

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu,
Commander of the Army graced the occasion at the
invitation of Major General U D Wijesekera RWP RSP
USP reds psc, Commander, Security Forces (West) and
the Chairman of the Buddhist Association, Sr Lanka
Army together with Mrs Janaki Livanage, President,
Army Seva Vanitha Unit. A host of representative
Officers and Other Ranks alsojoined the religious event.
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UNPARALLELED
SACRIFICES OF FALLEN
WAR HEROES

COMMEMORATED

Inline with the 74" Anniversary of the Sri Lanka Amy. a solemn, yet
dignified commemorative ceremony was held on 06 October 2023
at Battaramulla War Heroes' Monument (Ranaviru Smarayakaya)
in order to pay trbute for the invaluable sacrifices of War Heroes.,

Lieutenant General H LV M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander
of the Army graced the event as the Chief Guest for this formal
commemorative event adding the prominence to the occasion
as the head of Ihe Sr Lanka Army on the eve of its 74" Army
Anniversary Day (10 October 2023).

This cutstanding tribute, and a prominent gesture of gratitude to
immortalise cherished memories of fallen War Heroes was held
by the Army, to remember all fallen War Herces who mutinously
contributed for the successful eradication of terrorism 14 years
ago. It equally symbolised the deep-rooted respect of the Sn
Lanka Amny towards the unmatched gallantry of thousands of
fallen War Heroes who sacrificed their precious lives in order to
restore peace and harmony in the country.
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EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT FOR ARMY
FAMILIES FROM ARMY SEVA VANITHA UNIT

OCTOBER 2023

Coincident with the 74" Army Anniversary, Army Seva
Vanitha Unit initiated massive welfare project to
provide the educational assistance to students of Army
families on 11 October 2023.

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWPF RSP
ndu, Commandar of the Army graced the event as the
Chief Guest at the invitation of Mrs Janaki Liyanage,
President, Army Seva Vanitha Unit. Accordingly, 122
qift packs containing school equipmentand educational
accessories wera distributed among the students
in a simple ceremony under this project. In addition,
selected beneficiares received Children's Savings
account from Bank of Ceylon at the same occasion.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Thushar Wanigasekara the
Chairperson of the Sri Lanka Army Service Corps Seva
Vanitha Branch received a dividend cheque in lieu of
their projects and two yoghurt sealers as incentives.

Additionally, a generous cash donation of Rs
200,000.00 was also presented to a Sergeant Major
of the Sri Lanka Army Service Corps in support of his
consfruction of a sanitary facility, needed very much for
his child with special needs.

Deputy Chief of Staff, Master General Ordnance,
Quarter Master General, Military Secretary, Several
Senior Officers, Chairpersons of Regimental Seva
Vanitha Branches, Senior members of Army Seva
Vanitha Unit, Officers, ASVU Staff and Other Ranks
attended the distribution ceremony.
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SYMBOLS OF AUTHORITY PRESENTED TO NE MAJOR GENERALS

Coincident with the 74" Army Anniversary day, newly promoted seven Major Generals of the Army, received the symbols
of authority and greetings from Lieuteanant General H L WV M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army at the

Commander's Office on 09 October 2023,

Major General R Elvitigala USP, Major General | H M R K Herath USP ndc psc, Major General W M P M Wijesoariya
RWP RSP ndu, Major General W P Kariyawasam, Major General K M P S B Kulatunga RSP nde psc and Major General
H H K S S Hewage RWP RSP USP rcds pse, accordingly received their symbols of authority while assuring to ensure
more committed and dedicated roles and perform better in the years to come for the best interest of the country's

security and prosperity.

Major General DO A Amarasekara USP, Commander,
Forward Maintenance Area (Mullaittivu) who was
promoted to the rank of Major General on account of the
74" Army Anniversary received the symbolic sword of
authority on 10 October 2023 from Lieutenant General H
LV M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Amy.

Major General K H M S Wickramaratne RSP and Major
General W M S C K Wanasinghe RSP USP, Director
General of Directorate of Wealfare received their symbalic
swords of authority from Lieutenant General H L V M
Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army on 16
October 2023,
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COMMANDER OF THE ARMY APPRECIATES THE
ASIAN GAMES' WINNERS

Extending the best wishes, and warm greetings for the achievers in the 19" Asian Games' in Hangzhou, China,
Lizutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army appreciated the group of achievers
promoting them to the next ranks at the Army Headquarters on 11 October 2023,

& Army athletes and 4 Army cricketers out of the 12 member team won medals in Javelin Throw, 400 m x 4 Relay (Men's
and Women's) and Sri Lankan Women's Cricket team in the ‘Asian Games' were able to mark the victory at their fields
bringing reputation to the Sri Lanka Army and the country. Brigadier P A M Peiris RSP USP psc Director, Sports also
jeined the felicitation ceremony.

___dh
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INTER REGIMENT SPORTS CHAMPIONSHIP-2023°

The awarding ceremony of the ‘Inter Regiment Sports
Championship - 2023', was held at Panagoda Army indoor
stadium on 26 October 2023, under the patronage of
Lieutenant Gerneral H L % M Livanage RWF RSF ndu,
Commander of the Army.

In 2023, a multitude of 40 inter-regiment sports events took
place at different regimental locations across the country in
order to pick the best of the best sportsmen and women.
These sport championships were organised to enhance the
athletic abilittes of Army sportsmen and sportswomen, aiming
to nurture talented individuals who can represent Sri Lanka
in national and international competitions, ultimately enabling
them to secure victories at international levels.

Brigadier P A M Peiris RSP USP psc, Director, Directorate
of Sports warmly welcomed the Commander of the Army
for the awarding ceremony of the ‘Inter Regiment Sports
Champicnship - 2023". Also, the Commander of the Army then
joined to launch an Army Sport E- Alburm which was produced
by the Directorate of Sports, together with the Directorate of
Media and Directorate of Information Technology.

In addition, the Commander of the Army distributed the cash incentives for sportsmen and sportswomen who brought
home intermational achievements during the recent “19" Asian Games’ in Hangzhou, China, Senior Officers, Officers and
Other Ranks of the Army also joined the awarding ceremony.

B
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COMMANDER OF THE SRI LANKA ARMY, GRACES PMA PASSING
OUT PARADE

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander
of the Army graced the Passing Out Parade of the Pakistan Military
Academy (PMA), Kakul, Pakistan on 21 October 2023 as the Guest of
Haonour at the invitation of Major General Iftikhar Hassan Chaudhary,
Commandant, Pakistan Military Academy.

Lieutenant General H L V' M Livanage, Commander of the Army and
General Asim Munir Pakistan Chief of the Army Staff, are parallels
in the same academy. Commander of the Army alsc honoured by
graduating Cadets presenting a salute.

Two Cadets of the Sri Lanka Army, who received ftraining in the Pakistan Military Academy, were also present at the
Passing Out Parade. The Army Commander also took time off to interact with two Sri Lankan Cadets and foreign Cadets
after their graduation. In another rare gesture, the son of Major General D P Welagedara RSP V3V USP psc |G, was
among the Sri Lankan Cadets who passed out. Mrs. Janaki Liyanage, President, Sr Lanka Army Seva Vanitha Unit
and Major General D.P Welagedara RSP V3V USP psc 1G, Military Liaison Officer (MLO) were also associated with the

—
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ARMY COMMANDER COMMENDS PAKISTAN ARMY'S
CONTRIBUTION TO REGION

Lieutenant General H L
M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu,
Commander of the Army met

General  Asim  Munir NI (M)
Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
of Pakistan, during his wvisit at
General Headquarters on 20
October 2023. At the same event,
Commander of the Army was
also invited to participate in the
Passing Out Parade on following
day.

During the cordial meeting between both Army Chiefs, matters of professional relevance and interest as well as
possibilities for further enhancing bilateral defence ties were taken up for discussion. The Commander of the Army
highly appreciated the Pakistan Army for its professionalism and contribution at regional level for peace and security.
The Pakistan Army Chief highlighted friendly and historic ties and bonds of cooperation and understanding that Sri
Lanka enjoys with Pakistan and its Armed Forees, particularly in the fields of defence and training of armed forces. They
also touched on possibilities for futher enhancement of ongoing exchange programmes as well as specific training
modules,

GENERAL LIONEL BALAGALLE (RTD), FORMER ARMY COMMANDER
BADE FAREWELL TO THE NATION

'l ™|

The funeral procession of General L P Balagalle (Rtd) RWP RSP VSV USP ndc
IG the16™ Commander of the Sri Lanka Ammy was held at the Borella General
Cemetery on 28 Oclober 2023 amidst the military honours. Lieutenant General
; o ~ H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army also joined to pay his
i i " “""last tribute for General L P Balagalle (Rtd) RWP RSP VSV USP ndc IG the16®
Commander of the Sri Lanka Army.

During the visit Lisutenant General H L V' M Livanage RWPF RSP ndu Commander of the Army presented the bereaved
family with decorations and medals of General L P Balagalle (Rtd) RWP RSP V3V USP ndc IG had eamed during
his illustrious career, a general tradition in the armed forces. Displaying a high degree of professionalism and utmost
commitment in discharging duties and responsibilities entrusted to him, General Balagalle during his noleworthy career
of more than 39 years, and particularly during his office as Commander of the Army (2000-2004) left a milestone in
the annals of Army history. He also had the rare privilege of concumently holding the office of Chief of Defence Staff
while being the Commander of the Army for a short period as the fight against division of the country was entering
a crucial phase. A large gathering of moumers, including next of kin, military veterans, Secretary to the Ministry of
Defence, former Army Commanders, contemporary senior Officers, serving and retired senior military Officers, batch
mates and their spouses visited to pay the last tribute for General L P Balagalle (Rid) RWP RSP VSV USP ndc |G the1B6
Commander of the Sri Lanka Army .
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COURTESY CALLS OF FOREIGN DELEGATIONS

e 1 | Colonel Basil Mwambingu Mwakale, Defence Attaché of the
# i A " High Commission of Kenya in Mew Delhi, India, accredited
' also to Sr Lanka, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal and Bangladesh
paid a courtesy call on Lisutenant General H L WV M Livanage
RWP R3P ndu, Commander of the Army on 17 October 2023

during a visit to Sri Lanka.

Captain Gerald Koch, Defence Attaché together with
Lieutenant Colonel André Niedhoefer, Deputy Defence
Aftaché of German Embassy in New Delhi, India, accredited
also to Sri Lanka, Mepal and Bangladesh, during a visit to Sri
Lanka paid a courfesy call on Lieutenant General H L V M
Livanage EWP RSP ndu, Commander of the Army at the Army
Headquarters on 16 October 2023,

Ms Miyon Lee, HE the Ambassador of Korea showing her
goodwill towards the Sri Lanka Army paid a courtesy call
on Lieutenant General H L V' M Livanage RWP RSP ndu,
Commander of the Army on 06 October 2023 at the Army
Headquarters.

The outgoing Defence Advisor at the High Commission of
India in Colombo, Captain Vikas Sood extended his courtesies
to the Lieutenant General H L V' M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu,
Commander of the Army at the Army Headquarters before his
return Lo India after completion of his tenure in Sri Lanka (2020
- 2023} on 16 Oclober 2023,

The newly-appointed Director Genaral of Civil Security
Department (C30), Air Vice Marshal R 3 Bivanwila W8V USP
MBA (UK} nde (Ind) pse, paid a courtesy call on Lieutenant
General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the
Army on 17 October 2023 at the Army Headguarters.

BELLATOR  OCTOBER 2023



The Gajaba Regiment (GR) one of the most prestigious and battle-
hardened entities of the Sri Lanka Army marked its 40" anniversary
on 14 October 2023 with unmatched bravery and hergism in
dignified and solemn ceremony.

The first Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel \ijaya
Wimalaratne giving leadership consclidated the founding of the
Regimeant in 1983 and accordingly the 40" anniversary of the
Gajaba Regiment (GR) was held at Gajaba Regiment Regimental
Cenlre, Saliyapura amidst the military honours. Lieutenant
General H L ¥V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu, Commander of the
Army graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and paid his tribute
o the Founding Father, late Major General Vijaya Wimalaratne
placing a floral wreath at his statue.

Colonel K R Kalupahana RSP USP, Deputy Centre Commandant,
warmly welcomed Lieutenant General H L V' M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu Commander of the Army for the anniversary celebrations
and saluted the Commander of the Amy with an elegantly-
dressed parade, composed of 18 Officers and 427 Other Ranks
of all Gajaba Regiment battalions along with proudly paraded
Presidential and Regimental colour squads.

At the end of the parade, the Army Commander, greatly
appreciated the unwavering commitment of the of Gajaba
Regiment’s forefathers and members to the motherland while
paying his highest respect to the sacrifices of fallen War Heroes
and wishing speedy recovery to wounded who are under
recuperation. Marking the culmination of the 40™ anniversary of the
Gajaba Regiment, Commander of the Army joined the Regimeantal
Day lunch for All Ranks and then after inaugurated its newly-built
& storied holiday bungalow complex, ‘King Keterian; the Legacy
Suite’ at the Gaajba Regimental Centre, Salivapura.

17
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The all-night ‘Firith’ chanting and alms giving was held coincided with the 40% anniversary commemoration of the Gajaba
Regiment at the ‘Home of Keterians' at Salivapura, Anuradhapura on 12 October to 14 October 2023, Madam Manel
Mangalika Wimalaratne, spouse of the founding father of Gajaba Regiment, Lisutenant GeneralH LV M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu, Commander of the Army, Mrs. Janaki Livanage, Prasident, Amy Seva Vanitha Unit, family members of fallen
and injured Gajaba Regiment's War Heroes, velerans, Senior Officers, Other Ranks and a representative gathering of
invitees participated in the event.Venerable members of the Maha Sangha during the all-night 'Pirith’ chanting invoked the
nable blessings on all fallen and wounded War Heroes and the Regiment. A large gathering of Senior Officers including
Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army, Security Force Commanders, General Officers Commanding, Brigade Commanders,
Gajaba Regiment Centre Commandant, Officers and Other Ranks participated in the 'Pirith’ chanting ceremony.

Gajaba Regiment which has actively contributed to all major
military operations conducted against separatist terrorism
since its birth until tha culmination of the humanitarian
operations in May 2009 has selflessly sacrificed for the
defence of the country. 171 Officers and 4068 Cther Ranks
of the Gajaba Regiment had made the supreme sacrifice
white 207 Cfficers and 5646 Olher Ranks suslained
permanent injuries in order to make a better tomorrow for
the Nation.
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In line with the anniversary commemoration of the Gajaba
Regiment, valour and gallantry of fallen War Herces of
Gajaba Regiment who made the supreme sacrifices for the
defance of the country, were fondly recalled and reverad at
the War Heroes memaorial at the Regimental Centre, Gajaba
Regiment, Sallyapura on 13 Oclober 2023,

Liewtenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu
Commander of the Army and Colonel Commandant of Gajaba
Regiment graced the anniversary celebralions together with
veterans, family members of fallen and wounded War Heroes,
Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks.

Group of white-clad sons and daughters of fallen War Haroes
of Gajaba Regiment, accompanied by their mother or next
of kin paced up with precise restraint and rapt attention, to
honour their beloved departed was a magnificent spectacle.
171 Officers and 4068 Other Ranks of the 'Gajaha Regiment
had sacrificed their lives for defence of the motherand.

19
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The Sri Lanka Arrmy has demonstrated an unquestionably
unlimited service by its valiant troops in eradicating a
30-year-long terorism, bringing smiles and hope for
fulure prosperity. Their incomparable efforts not only
ended the terrible war but also played a noteworthy role
in the nation's post-war reconstruction. Over 74 years,
the Sri Lanka Army has been dedicated to the nation's
well-being and the assurance of its soversignty.

At present, the Sri Lanka Army comprises 25 regiments,
with the Gajaba Regiment standing out as one of the
most significant, This regiment recently celebrated its
40th Anniversary on 14 Oclober 2023. Its significance
lies in gifting numerous valiant warriors lo the nation,
including former President His. Excellency Golabaya
Rajapaksa, General Kamal Gunarathne (Rid), present
Chief of Defence Staff General Shavendra Silva, and the
current Army Commander, Lieutenant General Vikum
Livanage.

The Gajaba Regiment holds a special place within the
Sri Lanka Ammy due to the notable individuals it has
produced. Many outstanding leaders. including the
mentioned figures, have emerged from this regiment,

BELLATOR OCTOBER 2023

ANNIVERSARY OF
GAJABA REGIMENT

contributing significantly to the nation’s history and its
armed forces.

The Gajaba regiment is the combination of 1% Battalion
of the Rajarata Rifles and the 1st Battalion of Vijayabahu
Infantry Regiment in 1983. Maming the new infantry
regiment as "Gajabs Regiment” iz interesting to note. By
then, it had already been established in Anuradhapura, the
home for many warrior kings find In the Sri Lankan history.
The Mew Regiment on the other hand was also a warrior
unit in design and so required a name thal could depict
hercic posture, valour and courage to suit the officers and
soldiers in the unit and groom them in the same manner.
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General G D H Kamal Gunaraine
(Rid) WV RWP RSP USP ndc
pse MPhil
Secretary, Ministry of Defence

The name of hercic king "Gajabahu" was the first to
propose and it was acknowladged. "GAJABA" means
strong arms of elephants in Sinhalese literature. on 14
October 1983 1 Battalion of the Gajaba Regiment was,
commissioned as a giant to the Sr Lanka Army, marking
a special occasion in the history of the Gajaba Regiment.
Malor General Vijaya Wimalaratne is honoured as the
founder father of Gajaba Regiment and he as a Lisutenant
Colenel was enabled to create a proud milestona in the
annals of the Gajaba Regiment history becoming the 1*
commanding Officer of this infanlry battalion.

The 2™ Volunteer Battalion of Gajaba Regiment was
designed adjoining 2™ Volunteer Battalion of the Rajarata
Rifies and 3¢ Battallon of the Rajarala Rifles on 14
October 1983 at Fort Fredrick in Trincomalea, Althaugh
Gajaba Regiment was formed as a battalion, there was
a requirement of an emblam and motfo to describa the
significance of the Gajaba Regiment.

Lieutepant Colonel Vijaya Wimalaratne accordingly
proposed the new molto for the regiment as "Unity is
the strength” or "Samagiya Shakthiyai® as the motto of
the Gajaba Regiment. According to a concept of its 1¥
Commanding Officer, a new cap badge which includes
artistic images of two hatchets crossed each other in the
center shiglded in medical homs of King Gajaba was
designed. It was ceremonially awarded to officers and
men in a colourful ceremony held at Saliyapura camp on
13 March 1984. During the mid of 1984, Gajaba Regimant
daployed in Palall in Jafina and in Kilinochehi,

Although Gajaba Regiment served in the Jafina and
Kilinochchi. as a single battalion, it had to deploy two
battalions when handing over the area covered by 1
Gajaba Regiment. Accordingly, 1 Gajaba Regiment
entered into the history as the single baltalion which
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In 13 February 1985, valorous troops of Gajaba Regiment
was successfully condoled the enemy attack leveled at
them. This was the first incident that the Sri Lanka Army
identified that the terrorist had used the RPG heavy
weapons during the attacks.

The leadership of Lieutenant B P P S Wijesinghe Second-
in-Command at the time was highly appreciated. His
exceptional heroism, bravery and leadership exhibited
at the face of the adversary was appreciated promoting
him farm the rank of Lisutenant to Captain awarding Rana
Sura Padakkama. Caplain R P P S Wijesinghe RSP
was the first officer who eamed such field promotion as a
member of the Sri Lanka Army.

On 20 July 1985, 300 troops of Gajaba Regiment received
a special tfraining on small group operations at the
Salivapura Camp on the use of new war strategies and
they further also gained the Iraining on counter terrorism
farm the Combat Training School, at Maduruoya to contral
the enemy activities. Those trainees were deployed in
the special operations. The Gajaba Regiment which was
produced based on the versatility of Lieutenant Colone!
Wijaya Wimalarathne had lend a considerable service
at Trincomalee, Kilinochchi and Vawuniya leaving an
unforgettable lasson to the enemy.

1% Battalion and 3" Battalion of the Gajaba Regiment had
contributed to aliminate the terrorism in the year 1987 with
the: Operation Vadamarachchi and was able to bring the
morale of the government troops marking the victory for
the government forces. Colonel Vijaya Wimalaratne as
the: Commanding Officer commanded the troops for the
first time during the period.
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In addition, a contingent of 35
Officers and 23 Other Ranks
from the Gajaba Regiment
participated in United Nations
Peacekeeping missions. Another
group departed from the island
for UN missions between 5 July
2006, and 19 December 2006.
Also, the regiment was honored
with the President's colors

by then-President Mahinda
Rajapakse on 16 January 2007,
at the Parade Ground Army
Headquarters.

The Gajaba Regiment played

a pivotal role in various
operations, including Operation
Vadamarachchi, Trivida Balaya,
Akunu Pahara, Jaya Sikuru,
Sath Jaya, Rivi Rasa, and East
Humanitarian Operations.

As a result of their valor, the
regiment earned 4 Parama Veera
Vibhushanaya, 3 Veerodara
Vibhushanaya Padakkama, 65
Veera Vikcrama Vibhushanaya,
774 Rana Vickramaya, 3829
Ranasura medals, 12 Vishishsta
Seva Padakkama, and 682
Uththama Seva Padakkama.
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At the end of the Operation Vadamarachehi, troops of the
Gajab Regiment crgansied an exhibition lo showcase
the captured terrorist weapons and ammunition at
public ground, Anuradhapura, The troops were warmly
welcomed by the villagers of the area pulting the garlands
for providing them the security for their villages.

In 1990, following the collapse of peace negotiations.
terrorists besfeged the 1" Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment.
Operation Trivida Balaya, invelving the 1%, 4%, and 6%
baltalions, successfully rescued them from the attack.
Brigadier Vijaya Wimalarathne, the founding father and
Colonel Commandant of the Gajaba Regiment, and then
Commander of the 21 Infantry Division, made the ultimate
sacrifice for the nation at Arali Point on 08 August 1992
closing the grate chapter of the Gajaba Regiment as well
as the Sri Lanka History. His less remains one of the
saddest moments in the history of the Gajaba Regiment.

The Gajaba Regiment was invalved in various operations,
such as Operation Riviraga and Operation Jayasikuru in
early March 1897, These operations led to victories in
Puliyankulam, Kanagarayankulam, and Mankulam.

In addition, a contingent of 35 Officers and 23 Other
Ranks from the Gajaba Regiment participated in United
Mations Peacekeeping missions. Another group departed
from the island for UN missions between o July 200G,
and 19 December 2006. Also, the regiment was honored
with the President's colors by then-President Mahinda
Rajapakse on 16 January 2007, at the Parade Ground
Army Headquarters.

The Gajaba Regiment played a pivotal role in varous
operations, including Operation Vadamarachehi, Trivida
Balaya, Akunu Pahara, Jaya Sikuru, Sath Jaya, Rivi
Rasa, and East Humanitarian Operations. As a result
of their valor, the regiment eamed 4 Parama Veera
Vibhushanaya, 3 Veerodara Vibhushanaya FPadakkama,
65 Veera Vikcrama Vibhushanaya, 774 Rana Vickramaya,
3828 Ranasura medals, 12 Vishishsta Seva Padakkama,
and 682 Uththama Seva Padakkama.

Among the brave soldiers who sacrificed their lives for
the nalion, 171 Officers and 4068 Other Ranks of the
Gajaba Regiment laid down their lives for the country's
soveraignty from 1983 to 2009, Additionally, 307 officers
and 5646 Other Ranks were injured in the line of duty.
Their sacrifices and bravery remain unforgettable.

Lieutenant Difanka Gunathilaka

Directorate of Media




WAR MEMORIAL OF CAPTAIN SALIYA ALADENIYA

DECLARED OPEN

Major General D M K D B Pussella RWFP RSP,
Commandant, Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force
unvailed newly set up memoral of late Captain
Saliya Aladeniva PWV of the 3 (Volunteer) Sri Lanka
Sinha Regiment inside the Sri Lanka Army Volunteer
Force (SLAVF) Headguarters at Kosgama at the
invitation of Major General M T K R Silva KSF, Deputy
Commandant, Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force on 4
Octobar 2023.

Captain Saliva Aladeniyva is the first recipient of
‘Parama Weera Vibhushanaya' (PWV) in the war
history of the Sri Lanka Army, considered as the
highest gallantry medal awarded posthumously in
appreciation of the soldier's supreme sacrifice.

Addressing the historic event, the Commandant
spelt cut the the supreme sacrifice of Captain Saliya
Aladeniya and his other subordinates who |aid their
lives without surrendering to the ferocious foes at
Kokavil. The Commandant expressed his solemn
respect and gratitude to the beloved mother, Mrs.
Indrani Aladeniyva who gave birth to a valiant warrior
and the then Commanding Officer- Brigadier Abaya
Weerakoon (Retd) KSW who joined the ceramony via
ZO0m.

Major General C D Ranasinghe RWP RSP. Deputy Chief of Staff (DCOS) of the Army in parallel with the 74" Army
Anniversary visited ‘Ranaviru Sevana’ (weliness resort) in Ragama and shared views with resident War Heroes on 27
September 2023,
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COMMANDER SECURITY FORCES UJAFFNA) GIFTED 771°" HOUSE
FOR THE BENEFIGIARY

A new house was constructed for a deserving family in Urumpirayi area in Jaffna as a result of meticulous efforts of
Commander and froops of Security Forces (Jaffna) with the generous financial assistance from Imagine Compassion
International Ltd - Australia (INGO). The new house was accordingly numbered as the ¥71* house installed by the
troops of Security Forces (Jaffna) for the poverty — stricken civilians of the area.

Major General S R K Hettiarachehi RWP RSP VSV USP ndu pse, Commander, Security Forces Headquarters (Jaffna),
Major General ¥ A B M Yahampath RWP RSP ndu psc, General Officer Commanding, 52 Infantry Division, troops,
Saenior Officers of Sri Lanka Army, representatives of INGO and the beneficiary of the house attended the event.

ASSISTANT DEFENCE ADVISOR T0 THE HIGH COMMISSION OF
INDIA AT SFHQ UAFENA)

Lieutenant Colonel Puneet Sushil,
Assistant Defence Advisor to the High
Commission of India paid a courtesy
visit to Securnity Forces Headquarters
(Jaffna) on 26 September 2023
and met Major General S R K
Hetfiarachchi RWP RSP VsV USP
ndu Commander Security Forces
(Jaffna) and engaged in a discussion.

Afterwards, Lieutenant Colonel
Puneet Sushil paid tribute to
the memory of fallen Indian
Peacekeeping Force (IPKF) War
Heroes placing floral wreaths at the
Indian Peacekeeping Force (IPKF)
Monument during the brief and
solemn ceramony.
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VIRU GEE NADA 2023 -
“TRIBUTE TO PARENTS”

A musical show named
"WIRU GEE MNADA -
2023 was organised by
Psychological Operations
Cell of Securty Force
Headquarters (Wanni) on
15 October 2023 under the
guidance of Major General

-5 b

W P A D W Nanayakkara RSP V3V USP ndu Commander Security Forces (Wanni), at the auditorium of the Security
Force Headquarters (WWanni). The musical programme was implementad with the intention to heal the monotonous mind
of the soldiers on duty at the Security Forces (Wanni) area. The beat group of Sri Lanka Army Rifle Corps, provided the
music for the musical show. The event was mainly focused to tribute the parents singing the songs for poriraying every
milestone of new born, and the love of parents.

As a step to become a strength for poverty- stricken community in the Batticaloa District, 50 packs of dry ration each worth
Rs.7600.00 were distributed among 50 low-income families, living in the Iralkulam area of Batticaloa district. Accordingly,
school accessory sets worth Rs. 200,000.00 were also distributed among 41 children studying at Govemment Mixed
School, Iralkulam, and 17 children studying at Kannagi School, Periyawadduwan. The programme was conducted on
23 September 2023 at the Government Mixed School, Iralkulam. Major General K V' N P Premaratne RSP USP psc,
General Officer Commanding, 23 Infantry Division graced the programme as the Chief Guest.
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COMMANDER, SECURITY FORCES (EAST) PARTICIPATES FOR OPENING
ADDRESS OF BATTALION TRAINING

The 4% Battalion Gemunu Watch started battalion training
at the Battalion Training School — Punani on 18 September
2023 and Major General M K U P Gunaratne RSP ndu psc IG
Commander, Security Forces (East), participated as the Chief
Guest on the occasion and delivered the opening address.
During his opening address, Commander Security Forces
{East) highlighted the worth of this training as a soldier to the
troops and congratulated all the candidates.

Under the careful supervision of the General Officer
Commanding, 23 Infantry Division, this collective training will
be conducted over 45 working days from 18 September 2023
to 06 MNovember 2023 with the participation of 4™ Battalion
Gamunu Watch Officers and Other Ranks.

Major General K V N P Premaratne RSP USP psc General
Officer Commanding 23 Infantry Division, Lieutenant Colonel
E DT P E Bandara Chief Instructor, Battalion Training School
- Punani, with Instructors, Staff Officers of Securily Forces
Headquarters (East), Commanding Officer of 4th Battalion
Gemunu Watch with troops were present at the opening
address.

Ll

1CORPS PROUDLY CELEBRATES 74™ ANNIVERSARY OF SRI LANKA ARMY

In line with the 74" anniversary of Sri Lanka Army, 1 Corps organised an anniversary event al the 1 Corps premises on
10 October 2023 under the supervision and guidance of Major General S B Amunugama RWP RSP ndu Commander,
1 Corps. A series of programmes including flag raising, sapling plantation and all rank lunch was held in line with the
anniversary events with the paricipation of troops of 1 Corps. Major General H I;J W K N Eryagama RWP RSP, General
Officer Commanding of 58 Division, Senior Staff Officers of 1 Corps, Brigade imanders, Commanding Officers, Staff
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NAVAL STAFF COURSE ATTENDE

Army, Mavy and Air Force Student Officers following the .Juninrﬁévai
Staff Course - 38 at Maval & Maritime Academy, Trincomalee made a°’

familiarisation tour to Mullaitivu area and called at the Securily Force F

Headquarters (Mullaitivu) on 23 Septembar 2023,

Lieutenant Colonel T D M D 5 Meegolia General Staff Officer-|

(Ops) at the Security Force Headguarters (Mullaitivy), presented

an account of the role and tasks to the visitors and Major General

M K Jayawardena RSP VSV USP ndu Commander, Security

Forces (Mullaitivu) also joined the event. Mext, they visited the &8

Infantry Division area and Puthukkudiyiruppu to witness the Victory

Monument and the LTTE's old submarine yard. Major General

S Kasthurimudali RSP nde psc General Officer Commanding 68

Infantry Division also joined the programme.
Troops of 643 Infantry Brigade together with
8 Sri Lanka Artillery (SLA) troops built a
house for a deserving family with two disabled
children in Jeewanagar in Muthiyandakulam at
the request of Brigadier C D Wickramanayaka
WWW RSP Commander, 543 Infantry Brigade.
Furniture for the house was also gifted at the
same occasion.
The newly built house was vested for the
beneficiary on 13 October 2023 during a
simple ceremony in the presence of Major
General M K Jayawardena RSP VSV USP
ndu, Commander, Security Forces (Mullaitivu)
who graced the event as the Chief Guest.
General Officer Commanding of 64 Infantry
Division, 641, 642 and 643 Brigade
Commanders, Senior Officers, Officers,
representatives of the donors including Major
T 5 Bohoran (Rtd), and Other Ranks were
present during the occasion.

I
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SECURITY FORCE HEADQUARTERS (CENTRAL)

CELEBRATES WORLD CHILDREN'S DAY

In celebration of the World Children's Day, Security
Force Headquarters (Central) organised a facilitation
programme to share the joy and happiness with
the school children of Kadurugamuwa Mihindu
Vidyalaya, Diyatalawa on 03 October 2023. During
the celebrations, a delicious lunch was also provided
for the students and teachers of the school. An art
competition was also held at the premises of the Army
Golf Club and Polo Ground in Diyatalawa. Colonel W
A J Hemachandra RSP psc Colonel G5O | Security
Force Headquarters {Central) conducted a leadership
workshop. The programme was held upon the sheer
guidance of Major General WWHRERRVMNDKB
Niyangoda RWP RSP VSV USP ndu psc, Commander
Security Force Central and with the main sponsorship
of Lions Club Bandarawela.

SPECIAL TRAINING FOR QUICK REACTION RIDERS

14 days training course for Quick Reaction Rider Team which
was commenced on 18 Seplember 2023, ended successfully on
10 October 2023, The programme was commenced following the
conceptual layout of Commander, Security Force Headguarters
(Central) with the participation of 35 members. Major General
WWHRRYMN DK B Niyangoda RWP RSP VSV USP ndu
psc Commander, Securty Force (Central), graced the certificate
awarding ceremony.

The Quick Reaction Rider Team training programme is designed
to achieve professionalism concerning bike riding skills, physical
training., endurance, weapon fraining and live firing exercises,
military tactics including intermal security and real-time situational
. exercises. Professional instructor team from Special Forces
anlightened the members of the Quick Reaction Rider Teams
during the lectures -q_nd practical sessions. Senior Staff Officer,
sa=Officers and troops wltnaﬁ%ﬁd the programme. -
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