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S:.. Honouring the Legacy: In
@S Remembrance of Fallen
War Heroes

S Lanka Ex-Servicemen's Association [(SLESA)
organised a commemorative ceremony at the cenotaph
in Viharamahadewi Park, Colombo, in line with World
Poppy Day on 11 Movember 2023, His Excellency Ranil
Wickremesinghe the President, and Commander-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces. graced the occcasion as the
Chief Guest. The ceremony drew atiendance from various
dignitanes. including Ministers. Admiral of the Fleat
Marshal of the Air Force, State Minister of Defence, Chief
of Siaff and Senior Advisor fo the President on National
Security, Secretary to Ministry of Defence, Chief of Defence
Staff, former Tri-Service Commanders, Commander of
the Army, Chief of Staff of the Mawvy, Chief of 5taff of tha
Air Force, President of the Sri Lanka Ex-Servicemen's
Association, Tri-Service veterans and Senior Officers.

Following two minutes of silence in honour of fallen War
Heroes, His Excellency the President released a book
on memaornies of War Heroes and unveiled the Centenary
Celebration Plague in the premises before laying floral
wreaths at the cenotaph. Poppy Day, is celebrated annually
on 11 November worldwide., including in all Commomwealth
member states, as a tribute to the sacrifices made by
members of the Armed Forces during and after the Waorld
War L
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The graduation ceremony of second baich of Mational
Defence College (NDC) was held amid a a colowrful
ceremony on 21 November 2023 at the Eagle Lakeside
Banquet Hall, Aftidiya with the participation of His
Excellency Ranil Wickremesinghe the President and
Commander-In-Chief of the Armed Forces.

A disinguished assembly, incheding the Chief of Staff,
Senior Advisor to the President on Mational Security,
Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, Chief of Defience
5taff, Commanders of the Amy, Navy. and Arr Force,
Inspactor General of Police. and Senior Officars,
graced the graduation ceremony of the second batkch
of the Mational Defence College (NDC)-

The graduating class comprised 36 student Officers, 15
Brigadiers from the Sr Lanka Army, 0B Commodores
from the Sri Lanka Mavy. O Air Commaodores from the
5ri Lanka Air Force, and 06 Senior Superintendents of
Police specalising in Mational Security and Strategic
Studies. They were presented with thewr cedificates

by His Excellency Ranil Wickremesinghe during the
ceremony. uture Leaders

Magor General D G 5 Senarath Yapa (Rid) RWP RSP
ndu, the Commandant of NDC also endorsed the
graduates’ regisiration book and launched the "NDC
‘Year Book' simultaneously under the programme.
Addressing the audience, His Excellency Ranil
Wickremesinghe the President and Commander-in-
Chief extendsd his best wishes for the graduaies.
Before the culmination of the event, special memenio
was presented bo the Chief Guest of the event by the
Commandant. Mational Defence College.

Mational Secunity and Sirategic Studies Cowrse
Mo 02/2023 of the Mational Defence College was
initiated under the main annual academic programme
on 09 January 2023 with the parficipation of 36
senior Osfficers of the S Lanka Armed Forces and
the Police. The "ndc’ degree programme imparts
knowledge among the Officers for the miellectual
capacity-building required for the strategic-level
leaders.
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State Minister of Defence Inspires Troons
of § |

Honourable Premitha Bandara Tennakoon State Minister of
Cefence addressed the Cfficers serving under the Security
Force Headguarters (West) at Sri Lanka Light Infankry
Regiment auditorium. Panagoda on 27 November 2023,

Lieutenant General H L V¥ M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu
Commander of the Army and Major General W H K 5 Peiris
RWP RSP w5V USP ndu Commander, Security Forces
('West), welcomed the Siate Minister of Defence io the
Security Forces (West) premises with military formalities.
.*-..Lreclaung the service of the roops of Security Fonces
(West) State Minister of Defence highlighted the requirament
of improving the welfare of the froops.

Major General W H K 5 Peiris RWP RSP V5V USP ndu
Commander. Security Forces (West), Colonel Commandant,
5ri Lanka Army YWomen's Corps ingether with Brigadier J
K. R Jayakodi RWP USP Centre Commandant of Sri Lanka
Army Women's Corps warmly welcomed State Minister
of Defence to the Secunty Force Headguarters (West)
premises according him a Guard Turmout following the
military formalifies

n addition, State Minister of Defence also visited the Sri
Lanka Army s Women's Corps on the same day. Recalling
the memaories, State Minister of Defence paid tribute io the
memary of all fallen War Henoines. Further, he highlighted
the extension of the pension age of those women soldiers
who joined the 5 Lanka Army before 2000 wp fo 55 years
with due promotions in career and granting the
vocational training opportunities for the women soldiers.
Before the culmination, he thanked the Commander of
the Armmy for giving him an opportunity io meet the women
soldiers
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