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75th National

Independence Day
celebrated with dignity

Honourable Ranil Wickremesinghe  the
President of Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka along with Honourable Prime Minister
and a host of distinguished, multi religious,
diplomatic, ministerial, defence, state and
civil dignitaries and invitees graced the 7sth
Mational Independence Day celebration held on
¢, February 2023 at Galle Face esplanade.
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The elegant 75th National Independence Day celebration

left a significant landmark in the country's post-
independence era as it had all the hallmarks of dignity
with simplicity, brevity and colourfulness, irrespective of
a string of challenges and setbacks, posed to the Nation's
forward - march amidst economic constraints and varying
multifaceted global constraints.

The smart parade comprised of 6877 Tri-5ervice Officers
and Other Ranks, Police, Special Task Force and Civil
Security Department personnel, National Cadet Corps
members and differently-abled War Heroes. Major
General D K M D B Pussalla RWP RSP commanded the
colourful parade together with the dedicative members
of valorous troops.

3565 members participated in representing the hardware
and foot columns of Sri Lanka Army. The hardware
column included with 74 armoured vehicles and artillery
carriers rolled down adding an eye catching wvehicle
parade for the 7s5th independence day celebrations. The
display of tri service parachutists including the most
elite Commando Regiment and Special Forces added their
contribution to the proceedings. The two vehicles which
carried the differently- abled and retired War Heroes who
rendered an unblemished service for the Nation and the
Sri Lanka Army added a significance for the proceedings.
Sri Lanka Artillery Regiment presented customary 2i-
Gun Salute for the President. In addition, the Sri Lanka
Army received plaudits for its tremendous and unique
contribution during the simple celebrations.
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President conferred VSV Honours and
75th Independence Day Medal on Officers

FEBRUARY 2023

Honourable Ranil Wickremesinghe the
President of Democratic Socialist Republic
of 5ri Lanka and Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces conferred the ‘Vishishta
Seva Vibushanaya' (VSV) decoration for 53
most Senior Army Officers, 17 most Senior
MNavy Officers and 7 most Senior Air Force
Officers who had maintained exceptional,
distinguished, unblemished and loyal service
of moral and military conduct for not less
than 25 years, on account of 75th National
Independence Day anniversary during a
conferment ceremony held at the President's
House in Kandy on 1 February 2023.

During the same ceremony Honourable Ranil
Wickremesinghe symbeolically pinned 7ysth
Independence Anniversary Commemoration
medal for 6 Officers, 4 Other Ranks of Sri
Lanka Army, 2 Officers and 3 Other Ranks
of Sri Lanka Navy and 3 Officers and 2 Other
Ranks of Sri Lanka Air Force. Chief of Defence
Staff, Commander of the Army, Chief of Staff,
Deputy Chief of Staff, Adjutant General, a
Captain representing Sri Lanka Women's
Corps and Regimental Sergeant Majors
received the 75th Independence Anniversary
Commemoration medal during the ceremony.

Honourable Premitha Bandara Tennakoon
State Minister of Defence, Mr. Sagala
Ratnayake Chief of Staff of the President, and
Senior Advisor to the President, Mr. EM S B
Ekanayake Secretary to the President, General
G D H K Gunarathne (Rtd) WWV RWP RSP
USP nde psc MPhil Secretary to Ministry of
Defence, General Shavendra Silva WWV RWpP
RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence
Staff, Lieutenant General H L V M Liyvanage
RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army,
Vice Admiral Privantha Perera Commander
of the MNavy, Air Marshal Sudarshana
Pathirana Commander of the Air Force and
a representative gathering of retired and
serving Tri Service Officers were associated
with the ceremony.




Presidential Colours awarded for National Cadet Corps

The National Cadets Corps (NCC)
i received Presidential Colours and
Regiment Colours from the Honourable
Ranil Wickremesinghe during a colourful
1 ceremony al the National Cadet Corps
Training Centre (NCCTC) in Rantembe
on 19 February 2023 in the presence of a
large gathering of distinguished guests.

The ceremonial parade commanded
by Colonel H T Dewapura Trainee
Inspector, National Cadet Corps Training
Centre was composed of 23 Officers,
1 Drill Instructors, 10 Senior Non-
Commissioned Officers, and 297 Cadets.

Sri Lanka Army trained the members
of National Cadet Corps under the best
Drill Instructors of the Sri Lanka Army.
Further, they provided the required
instrumental assistance to make the
event a success.

Afterwards, the President awarded
| Presidential Colours and Regiment
I8 Colours presenting both symbolic flags
| to representatives of the National Cadets
Corps. In the meantime, Brigadier G
S Fonseka USP psc Director, National
Cadets Corps read the oath of protecting
the nation.

Addressing the gathering, the President
highlighted the importance of the
National Cadets Corps role and praised
the service, rendered to the motherland.
The National Cadets Corps was
inaugurated in 1881 as a Cadet platoon
at Royal College, Colombo and evolved
o be called as the National Cadet Corps
in 1988, Presently, it is made up of 9
Provincial Headquarters, 31 Battalions,
— 3871 western and eastern Cadet Bands

+ and over 3000 Officers island wide.

Honourable Premitha Bandara
Tennakoon State Minister of Defence,
Mr. Lalith U Gamage Governor of the
Central Province of Sri Lanka, Mr. Sagala
Ratnayake Chief of Staff of the President
and Senior Advisor to the President,
General G D H K Gunarathne (Rtd) WWV
RWP RSP USP ndc psc MPhil Secretary to
i Ministry of Defence, General Shavendra
. Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc

MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Lieutenant
General H L VM Liyanage RWP RSP ndu
Commander of the Army, Mrs. Janaki
Livanage President Army Seva Vanitha
Unit, Director, National Cadets Corps
and Tri-Service Officers, were associated
with the ceremony.
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President graced the 6th Annual Academic Sessions at
Sri Lanka College of Military Medicine
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The inaugural ceremony of the 6th Annual Academic Sessions of the Sri Lanka College of Military Medicine
(SLCOMM), themed ‘Besilience of Military Medicine in Times of Crisis’, - the forum that synergises
military-civil contribution for greater interaction took place on 24 February 2023 at Eagle's Lakeside
Hotel in Attidiya in the presence of 150 of medical consultants, professionals and experts on military
medicine including 55 doctors from the Sri Lanka Army. Honourable Ranil Wickremesinghe the President
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka graced the event as the Chief Guest while Professor
Selvanayagam Nirthanan joined as the Guest of Honour at the invitation of the SLCOMM.

Mr. Sagala Ratnayake, Chief of Staff of the President and Senior Advisor to the President, Lieutenant General
HL VM Liyanage EWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army and Vice Admiral Priyantha Perera, Commander
of the Navy together with a distinguished gathering of invitees participated in the inauguration.

The Sri Lanka College of Military Medicine (SLCOMM) is a professional body consisting of medical and
dental doctors of the Sri Lanka Army, Sri Lanka Mavy and Sri Lanka Air Force. It is one of the largest
medical professional bodies in the country with membership of approximately 400 doctors.

The membership of SLCOMM consists of all military consultants and doctors of various specialities. Since,
its inception in May 2016, the SLCOMM has been making noteworthy progress in terms of the medical
and dental fraternities of the Army, Navy and Air Force. The college has perseveringly strived to achieve

excellence in the field of Military Medicine.
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The Sri Lanka Armoured Corps (SLAC) Regiment's
first-ever inducting 'Colours Night' which recognises
and appreciates unique sports skills of 75 cavalrymen
out of 477 eligible sportsmen was staged on 20
February 2023 at Kotalawala Defence University
auditorium before a distinguished gathering, headed
by Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu
Commander of the Army as the Chief Guest.

Major General D B S N Bothota RWP RSP VSV USP
psc Colonel Commandant, Sri Lanka Armoured Corps
welcomed the guests offering a warm welcome. Then
after, Sri Lanka Armoured Corps sports achievers who
performed extremely well at International, National
and Army level sports events were awarded the
Colours by General Jagath Jayasuriya (Rtd) RWP V5V
USP ndu pse the former Chiefl of Defence Staff and the
Commander of the Army, together with Major General
W A S S Wanasinghe RSP VSV USP ndu Commandant,
Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force and Major General
D B 5§ N Bothota RWP RSP VSV USP psc Colonel
Commandant, Sri Lanka Armoured Corps. Thereafter,
the Commander presented ‘Armour Legends - Life
Time Achievers Awards’ to those who have performed
exceptionally well. Adding a noteworthy presence
to the occasion of historical importance to the SLAC
flagship event, Mrs. Jayanthi Daluwatta-the widow of
former Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the
Army General Rohan Daluwatte WWWV RWP RSP VSV
USP ndc psc and Mrs. Lali Kobbekaduwa-the widow
of the reputed War Hero Lieutenant General Denzil
Kobbekaduwa RWP RSP VSV USP rcds psc accepted
‘Armour Legends-Life Time Achievers Awards' for
their spouses’ excellence in basketball and rugby
respectively during their service to the Army. During
the same event, the Commander of the Army presented
acash gift of Bs. 1 million to SLAC for further promoting
the sporting skills in future.

The inaugural SLAC Colours Night was organised
under the guidance of Major General D B § N Bothota
RWP RSP VSV USP psc Colonel Commandant, Sri Lanka

Armoured Corps. Senior Officers, Mrs. Janaki Liyanage g !

President, Army Seva Vanitha Unit, Officers and a
large gathering of distinguished guests witnessed the
'Colours Night'.
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Scholarships awarded to the children of War Heroes
under ‘Viru Sisu Pradeepa’ project

The phase-2 of the "Viru Sisu Pradeepa’
scholarship project, initiated by the Army
Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU)} intending to
grant educational relief to students of Army
families, late War Heroes and differently-
abled War Heroes was held on 23 February
2023 by awarding 100 more scholarships,
each worth of Rs. 25,000.00 to students
during a symbolic distribution ceremony
held at the Army Headquarters. Lieutenant M
General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu ;
Commander of the Army and Mrs. Janaki
Liyanage President, Army Seva Vanitha Unit §
graced the event as the Chief Guests.

The National Defence Fund and the Bank of
Ceylon (BOC) jointly sponsored the phase-2of
the project. Each student who has passed the
Grade 5 Scholarship Examination, received a
cash deposil of Rs 25,000.00 in their savings
accounts, In addition, selected beneficiaries
received packs of school accessories, each
worth nearly Rs. 7000.00.

Major General D G S Senarath Yapa RWP RSP
ndu Deputy Chief of Staff, Major General
G R R P Jayawardena RWP RSP ndu Quarter
Master General, Mrs. Samanthi Senarath
Yapa, Mrs. Omela Jayawardhene, Mrs
Ruvina Lamahewa, Several senior Officers,
senior members of Army Seva Vanitha Unit,
Officers, Staff and Other Ranks attended the
awarding ceremony.



All Ceylon Jamiyyathul Ulama met Army Commander

—— -

Three senior executive members of the ‘All Ceylon Jamiyyathul Ulama' (ACJU) organisation had a cordial
interaction with Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage EWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army at the
Commander's office on 21 February 2023 and handed over a booklet, *Century of Service' on account of
the All Ceylon Jamiyyathul Ulama's centenary, to the Army Commander.

At the end of the cordial interactions, the Commander of the Army reciprocated their gesture of goodwill
by presenting special mementos to Mr. Ash Sheik Murshid Mulaffar, Mr. Ash Sheik Fazil Farook and Mr.
Ash Sheik Salman, all three senior executive members of the All Ceylon Jamiyyathul Ulama.

The ACJU has been in existence since 1924 and was incorporated by Parliament Act No. 51 of 2000 of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. The objectives of the ACJU are far-sighted, long-run, and
designed to serve the Muslim Community and the nation. At present, it has 163 Branches in 24 districts
and over 8000 scholars as subscribed members.

Newly-promoted Major Generals received symbols of
authority from Army Commander

[ s - i b

Newly promoted 8 Major Generals of the Army called on Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu Commander of the Army and received their symbols of authority and greetings from the Army
Commander at the Commander's Office Lo coincide with the 75th National Independence Day on 3 February
2023,

Major General L 5 Balachandra RSP Chief Executive Officer of Nelum Pokuna Theater, Major General W
Chandresiri RSP USP psc General Officer Commanding of 24 Infantry Division, Major General DM P P
Dasanayake Director, Directorate of Quality Assurance and Inspection, Major General A C A De Zoysa
USP Hdme Lsc Commander of Forward Maintenance Area (North), Major General R K N C Jayawardena
RSP nde General Officer Commanding of 66 Infantry Division, Major General G W A Senevirathne USP
psc Director, Directorate of Research Concept and Doctrine, Major General I A N B Perera RWP USP ndu
psc Commandant of Sri Lanka Military Academy and Major General P P A Perera Hdmc psc Director,
Directorate of Overseas Operation received their symbols of authority from the Army Commander. After
cordial interactions and greetings, the Commander of the Army awarded General's sword to the new two-
star Generals to signily their new authority.
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General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, HI (M),
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee of
Pakistan (Chairman, JCSC, Pakistan) called
on Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage
RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army on
. 10 February 2023 at the Army Headquarters.
The Chairman JCSC, Pakistan was warmly
welcomed to the Army Headquarters
. following the military formalities. Their
+ [riendly discussion was focused on bilateral
matters of concern to the Sri Lanka Army
and the Pakistan Armed Forces includin
training modules, security in the region an
other matters of general interest.

Indian High Commission's Assistant Defence Advisor
met Army Commander

. ’
o i

The Assistant Defence Advisor to the High
Commission of India, Lieutenant Colonel Punest
Sushil had a meeting with Lieutenant General
H L VM Livanage RWP RSP ndu Commander
of the Army on 6 February 2023 at the Army
Headquarters. The cordial meeting shared the
views on matters of bilateral importance and
training. They also recalled sound and historic
relations that exist between both militaries
and underlined the need to further foster such
relations.

At the end of the cordial interactive meeting, the
Commander of the Army presented a memento
to the visiting Assistant Defence Advisor.

Saudi Embassy’s Defence Attaché called on
Army Commander

New Delhi-based Staff Brigadier General (Dr.)
Mohammad Essa H Alhrbi, Military Attaché of the
Embassy of Saudi Arabia for India and Sri Lanka
during a visit to 5ri Lanka paid a courtesy call on
Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP
ndu Commander of the Army on 2 February 2023
at the Army Headquarters. Commander of Army
exchanged views with Staff Brigadier General (Dr.)
Mohammad Essa H Alhrbi on bilateral issues of
concern and other matters of general importance.
The cordial talks culminated with the exchange of
mementos.
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Defence Attaché in Embassy of Turkey met
Army Commander

The Defence Attaché in the Embassy of the Republic
of Turkey in India, accredited to Sri Lanka, Infantry
Staff Colonel Servrt Okumus during a visit to Sri
Lanka paid a courtesy call on Lieutenant General
H L VM Liyanage BWP RSP ndu Commander of the
Army Commander of the Army on 3 February 2023
al the Army Headquarters al 5ri Jayewardenepura.

During the cordial interaction both of them
exchanged views on matters of bilateral
importance, security interests, prevailing bonds
of trade and commerce between both countries
and other matters of mutual relevance. Infantry
Staff Colonel Servrt Okumus is also accredited
to Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka as the Defence
Attaché.

Colonel Ram Chandra Khatry, Defence Attaché,
Embassy of Nepal in 5ri Lanka paid a courtesy
call on Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu Commander of the Army on 3 February
2023 at the Army Headquarters. During the cordial
exchange the two authorities shared the views
on prevailing bilateral relations between both
countries with gratitude and recalled historical
bilateral ties of years.

Towards the end of the brief interaction,
Commander of the Army awarded a memento to
Colonel Ram Chandra Khatry as a token of goodwill
and understanding.

Chief of the Naval Staff of Pakistan met

Army Commander

The Chief of the Naval Staff of the Pakistan Navy, P
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi NI (M), S =4l
BT, during his four-day long goodwill visit called
on Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu Commander of the Army on 27 February

at the Army Headquarters. '

Commander of the Army and Chief of the Naval
Staff of the Pakistan Navy had a coordial meeting |
and exchanged views on bilateral matters of
concern to both the Sri Lanka Army and the
Pakistan Navy.

Discussion was also focused on security in the &
region and other related issues.

After the culmination of the discussions, the deligations appeared for a group photograph together with
Senior Officers. Major General S U M N Manage WWWV RWP RSP psc Director General General Staff and
Major General S W M Fernando WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc Military Secretary also participated in
the discussion.

D




CISM run flagged off with hundreds of
Tri-Service Officers

Smartly-lined up more than 300 of tri-service members joined the ‘Conseil International du Sport
Militaire' {CISM) run on 18 February 2023 to mark the World Military Day of the CISM at Air Force ground
in Colombo. General G D H K Gunarathne (Rtd) Secretary to Ministry of Defence headed the event together
with Chief of Defence Staff, Army, Navy and Air Force Commanders and tri-service Senior Officers. CISM
run which began at Air Force ground covered a distance of about 4 km. One hundred personnel representing
each service Army, Navy and Air Force, together with tri- service Commanders added a special significance
to the event, and symbolised the international recognition of sports capabilities of the Armed Forces in
Sri Lanka. 40 Officers and 60 Non-commissioned Officers from Sri Lanka Army participated in the event.
Also, each participant received a certificate. The Commander of the Army was also associated with the
distribution of certificates.

The International Military Sports Council founded on the 18 February 1948 in Nice, France is one of
the largest multidisciplinary organisations in the world. CISM organises various sporting events for the
armed forces of its 140 member countries and is one of the global sports organisations, in which the
largest number of disciplines is represented. Soldiers, who may previously have met on the battlefield,
meet in friendship on the sports playing field. This is in accordance with the philosophy and the ideals
which were set in CISM's mission statement in 1998, signed by all the member countries.

The vision of the CISM endorses friendship amongst soldiers and the CISM is the worldwide international
military sport organisation devoted to bringing together armed forces personnel from all nations through
sports activities, thus enabling the physical training, military readiness and education for the armed
forces. The CISM's General Secretariat is located in Brussels.

‘Story of the World’ presented to Army Commander

Colonel M B B N Herath RSP Director Media at
the Ministry of Defence presented a copy of the
‘Story of the World: Geopolitical Alliances and
Rivalries Set in Stone’, to Lieutenant General
H L VM Livanage RWP RSP ndu Commander
of the Army on 6 February 2023.

The book elaborates the current developments
in the field of geopolitical alliances and
rivalries focusing mainly on most prominent
facets of those political and ground realities
vis-a-vis emergence of new fronts in the
global political arena. The book closely
reviews those trends and documents and new
alliances. Accepting the copy of schoolmate
of Vijaya College, Matale, Commander of the
Army expressed the happiness for his entry
into the field of authoring books of timely

importance.
B
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Chief of Staff visited SLLI Battalions

Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP ndu the
Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army and Colonel
of the Regiment of Sri Lanka Light Infantry
made a field visit to 4 Sri Lanka Light Infantry
Regiment on 21 January 2023 as his first visit after
assumption of new appointment as the Colonel
of the Regiment. Lieutenant Colonel W D D R
Weerapura BWP RSP USP Commanding Officer,
4 Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment warmly
welcomed Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army to
the premises amid the military formalities. Major
General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP ndu the Chief
of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army has also served as
12zth Commanding Officer of 4 Sri Lanka Light
Infantry in Keeragolla. Addressing the troops,
Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army also conducted
a thought provoking troop address on the future of
the Sri Lanka Army as a disciplined solider. Also,
Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP ndu the
Chief of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army visited 6 Sri
Lanka Light Infantry Regiment after visiting 4
Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment. Major P K G
P S Gannoruwa Commanding Officer, 6 Sri Lanka
Light Infantry Regiment warmly welcomed Chief
of Staff of the Sri Lanka Army. The visits has
been mainly set with the objectives of receiving
updates on operational, administrative, training
and other perspectives of battalions and also to
aware on essential needs of officers and soldiers

serving in Battalions

B ———
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Newly commissioned Officers/Lady Officers visited
Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force Headquarters

Newly commissioned Officers and Lady Officers under the Officer Cadet Course No 61, 61A, and Lady
Officer Cadet No 18 visited Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force Headquarters on 10 January 2023. Major
General W A S S Wanasinghe RSP VSV USP ndu Commandant, Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force graced
the event as the Chief Guest. The ceremony accorded for the first time, in the history of the Sri Lanka
Army Volunteer Force. The Commandant addressed the newly commissioned Officers highlighting the
importance of honesty, integrity and devotion as an Officer. Further, they were educated on the basic
procedures, core values, proud history and long-held traditions of the Army. At the culmination, the
Commandant presented a token of memorabilia to the participants,

Director General General Staff visited
Security Force Headquarters (Jaffna)

A

Major General S U M N Manage WWV EWP RSP psc Director General General Staff (DGGS), visited the
Security Forces Headquarters (Jaffna) on 24 January 2023. Major General D B S N Bothota RWP RSP

USP psc Commander, Security Force (Jaffna) warmly welcomed the Director General General Staff in
accordance with military formalities.

pr | i Tosg

Afterwards, the Director General General Staff had a discussion at the conference hall of Security Forces
Headquarters (Jaffna) with the participation of Major General D B S N Bothota RWP RSP USP psc Commander
Security Force (Jaffna), General Officer Commanding, 51 Infantry Division, General Officer Commanding,
52 Infantry Division, Commander Forward Maintenance Area (North), Brigadier General Staff, Brigadier
(Admin and Qurtering), Brigade Commanders, Brigadier Coordinating (Volunteer), Commanding Officers
of affiliated Battalions and Senior Officers of Security Forces Headquarters (Jaffna).

During the discussion, Senior Officers of each military establishments presented the matters related
to operations and trainings which required prompt actions. After the event, Director General General
Staff paid a visit to Ammo Dump - Kankasanthurai, Battalion Training School — Vidaththalpalai and 12
(Volunteer) Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment - Iyakachchi.

—— -
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Indian Consul General visited Jaffna

Consul General of India to Sri Lanka in Jaffna met
Major General D B § N Bothota RWP RSP USP psc
the Commander Security Forces (Jaffna) on 19
February 2023, The team of Indian delegations was

warmly welcomed. During the cordial interactions,
. the two parties discussed the facts to improve
the reconciliation among the communities as a
foundation for everlasting peace. Senior Officers,
Officers and Officials in the Consul General of India
to Sri Lanka also attended the meeting.

Her Excellency Bonnie Horbach, Ambassador of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Sri Lanka paid
a courtesy visit to the Security Forces Headquarters
(Jaffna) on 25 January 2023. The Ambassador was
warmly welcomed to the Security Force (Jaffna)
premises. Duringthe cordial meeting theCommander
of Jafina and Her Excellency Bonnie Horbach
exchanged views on civil-military cooperation,
social welfare projects, development assistance and
the reconciliation process. In compliance with the
customary formalities, mementoes were exchanged
as tokens of appreciation at the end of the meeting.

The Special Reserve Platoon Course No 03
successfully culminated

On the direction of Major General C D Ranasinghe RWP RSP Commander Security Force (Wanni), the
Special Reserve Platoon Course - No 03 was conducted at Battalion Training School, Pampaimadu from
19 December 2022 to 24 January 2023. The troops of 21, 54, 56, 62 and 65 Infantry Divisions participated
in the course.

The curriculum of the course included with lectures and practical sessions on handling of GPS, martial
arts, self-defence methods, unarmed combat, VIP protection, introduction to explosives and demolition,
handling of weapons, search and rescue operations, firing, rules of engagement, special operation
procedures, and internal security. Commander, Security Forces {(Wanni) conducted the course conducting
the closing remarks. Brigadier (Administration and Quartering), Security Force (Wanni), Colonel General
Staff, 56 Infantry Division, Senior Officers, Officers, and Other Ranks witnessed the event.

D



Commander, Security Force (Wanni) visited
54 Infantry Division

-

Major General C D Ranasinghe
BEWP RSP Commander, Security
Force (Wanni) visited the 54
Infantry Division in Mannar on
11 January 2023. Major General W
WHRRVMND KB Niyvangoda
BWP RSP USP ndu psc General
Officer Commanding, 54 Division
warmly welcomed the Commander,
Security Force (Wanni) on behalf of
troops of the 54 Infantry Division.
During the wvisit, Commander,
Security Force (Wanni) paid tribute
to the memory of fallen War Heroes
at the monument in the 54 Infantry
Division Headquarters and addressed the troops during his visit. Thereafter, the Commander Security
Forces (Wanni) engaged in an observation tour at Silawatura. Major General WWHRRVMNDKB
Mivangoda RWP RSP USP ndu psc General Officer Commanding, 54 Division and Officers participated in.

Security Force (East) troops organised a donation
programme for infirm monks

Troops of Security Force Headquarters (East)
organised a medicine and necessary equipment
donation promgramme to a temple of infirm
monks at Sri Bodhirukkarama Temple on 27
January 2023 with the blessing and direction of
Major General 5 R K Hettiarachchi RWP RSP VSV
USP ndu psc Commander, Security Force (East).
The items were donated by Mrs. Yasomi Pathirage, [
Inoka Kariyawasam - resident of Australia [{HS
under the coordination of Miss. Shashikala
Gunarathne from Dahamli Foundation and Miss.
Nadee Amarasinha from Manusath Hadawath
Foundation. Colonel T S B R Fernando the Chief
Coordinator of Civil Affairs, Security Force
Headquarters (East) coordinated the event. Wheel
chairs, electronic equipment, bed sheets and
medicine were donated during the programme.

Major General S R K Hettiarachchi RWP RSP USP ndu psc Commander, Security Force (East) graced the
occasion as the Chief Guest. Chief Coordinator of Civil Affairs, Security Force Headquarters (East) with
Other Ranks attended to the programme.

@@
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Commander Security Force (East) made his maiden visit
to Eastern Naval Command

The Eastern Naval Command extended warm welcome
to Major General 5 R K Hettiarachchi RWP RSP VSV USP
ndu psc Commander Security Forces {East] during his
first formal visit to the Easfern Naval Command after
assuming duties of the Commander of Security Forces
(East) on 10 February 2023.

During the meeting, the Eastern Navel Area Commander
and Security Forces fEast} Commander exchanged views
on several matters of mutual importance. The discussion
was focused on security in the eastern territory and
related other issues. This was also the first official
interaction between the newly appointed Army and Navy
Commanders of the eastern area.

Then Commander Security Forces (East) observed SLNS
Sagara Offshore Patrol Vessel and Sri Lanka Naval and
Maritime Academy Trincomalee. The cordial meeting
culminated with an exchange of mementos, symbolising
cooperation and goodwill.

"'Sri Rohana Janaranjana Deshamanya" conferred for
the Commander of Security Forces (East)

Dehiwatta Sirivaddana Rajamaha Viharaya belonging to the
Sri Lanka Amarapura Mulavanshika Maha Nikaya offered
Sri Rohana Ianmranfima Deshamalrya to Major General S R K
Hettiarachchi RWP RSP VSV USP ndu psc Comimander Security
Force (East) for the great service performed for the development
under various obstacles sacrificing efforts, wealth, and time to
save and develop the Dehiwatta Sirivaddana Rajamaha Viharaya
on 18 February 2023 with the coordination of Kalavane Kosala
Tissa thero of Dehiwatta Sirivaddana Rajamaha Viharaya.
Rajakeeya Panditha Mahopagya Most Venerable Ahungalle

Wimaladamma Thissa Thero, Maha Nayaka of the Sri Lanka
Amarapura Mulavanshika Maha Nikaya handed over the
"S5ri Rohana Janaranjana Deshamanya™ Heonorary Patriotic
Title Award. Major General 5 B Amunugama RWP RSP ndu
Commander, 22 Infantry Division also received the same
honourary title. Several other lay devotees were also given the
honorary title of " Buddha Sasana Deshamani®.

Commander, 1 Corps visited the Commando Brigade

Major General S U M N Manage WWV RWP RSP psc Commander 1 Corps made a formal visit to the
Headquarters, Commando Brigade on 18 January 2023. He was welcomed presenting a traditional Guard
Turnout at tﬁp Brigade Headquarters by Brigadier V M N Hettiarachchi RWP RSP the Commander,
Commando Brigade. In addition, the Commander 1 Corps attended as the Chief Guest of the graduation
ﬁere-_mnn:.,r of the Hostage Rescue and Counter Terrorist (HR & CT) Course No 30 conducted by 4 Commando

egiment.
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Security Force (Mullaitivu) distributed school
accessories

Major General U D Wijesekera RWP RSP USP reds psc Commander, Security Force ( Mullaitivu) distributed
school accessories and scholarships among 28 deserving students resided at 59, 64 and 68 Infatr

Divison on 9 February 2023. The charity event was implemented under the coordination of Genera
Officer Commanding, 68 Infantry Division. Buddhist monks representing the Sri Lanka-Japan Nippon
Educational and Cultural Centre extended the financial generosity for the charity work.

The troops under command to the 682 Infantry Brigade organised the distribution ceremony in_their
camp on the directions of the Commander, 682 Infantry Brigade. Sponsoring monks, Senior Officers,
Officers, Other Ranks and civilians attended the distribution programme.

Commander, Security Force (Mullaitivu) conducted a
familiarisation visits

Major General U D Wijesekera RWP RSP USP rcds psc Commander, Security Force (Mullaitivu) conducted
a familiarisation visit to the Forward Maintenance Area (Mullaitivu) and it’s under command units at the
invitation, after assuming the duties on 10 February 2023,

During his visit, he addressed the troops and inspected 7 Sri Lanka Army Ordinance Corps, 6 Sri
Lanka Army Service Corps, and 16 Corps of Engineer Services cgmgs. Also, Commander, Security Force
(Mullaitivu) visited 64 Infantry Division on 20 January 20 1?. Major General H W K N Irivagama RWP RSP
General Officer Commanding, 64 Infantry Division warmly welcomed the Commander, Security Force
(Mullaitivu) and engaged in a discussion’ with Commanders of under command Brigades. Further, he

inspected camps located in Karapaddamrippu, Tattayamlei, Mannakandal.
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Mechanized Infantry Regiment celebrated
victorious 16th anniversary
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The Mechanized Infantry Regiment celebrated its 16th anniversary on 11 Fehmma,r 2023 at the Regimental
0

Centre with the participation of Major General D M K D B Pussélla RWP RSP Colonel of the Regiment,
Mechanized Infantry Regiment.

After accepting a Guard turnout, Colonel of the Regiment paid his tribute to the fallen War Heroes at the
War Heroes' monument following a colourful military parade comprised with Infantry Carrying Vehicles
(ICVs) and Armoured Persm]neir(lgarners (APCs).

Further, he attended for a sapling planting, Regimental Council, all ranks lunch. All-night pirith chanting
following a colourful procession and an alms-giving were also held to invoke the blessings on the
Mechanized Infantry Regiment.

Recruit Training Course No 107 successfully culminated
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The passing out parade of Recruit Training Course
No 107 was successfu%&f held under the partronage
of Major General D M K D B Pussella RWP R
Commander, Security Force (West) on 21 Janua
2023. The Recruit Training Course No 107 inifiate
on 20 July 2022 and concluded on 21 January 2023
at 5ri Lanka Infantry Training School, Boossa.

Security Force (West) conducted Security
Coordinating Conference

A coordinating conference was held on 15
February 2023 I'ullm*.rHI?; the instructions
of Major General D M D B Pussella RWP
RSP Commander, Security Force (West). The
coordinating conference forcused on security
cleamngl, and maintenance of Army Cantonmen
in detail. Brigadier K V N P Premaratne RSP
USP psc Brigadier General 5taff, Security Force
West) graced the event with the participation of
entre Commandants of all Regiments and with
the Commanding Officers.
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Pakistan’s Chairman, JCSC visited Nuwaraeliya

General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, HI (M}, Chairman,
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee of Pakistan
(Chairman, JCSC, Pakistan) who is on a five-day
long goodwill tour to Sri Lanka, visited Nuwaraeliya
on 11 February 2023,

Major General W R M M Rathnayake RWP RSF USP
ndu Commander, Security Force (Central) warmly
welcomed the delegations.

General Sahir Shamshad Mirza and the delegation
visited Pidurutalagala ‘Transmitting Station,
and enjoyed a delicious lunch at Grand Hotel

Nuwaraeliya. The official meeting culminated exchanging mementoes. Commander, 112 Infantry Brigade
and Senior Officers also joined the event.

The Security Force (Central) organised a valuable lecture on 'Pesitive thinking, working with a free mind
and spending a good family life' on 26 January 2023 at the Sri Lanka Volunteer Force Training School,
Diyatalawa under the guidance of Major General W B M M Rathnayake RWP RSP USP ndu Commander,
Security Force (Central).

The lecture was conducted by Mrs. Ama Dissanayake Psychology Counsellor. Brigadier General Staff,
Security Force (Central) attended the event as the Chief Guest. Officers and Other Ranks serving in Security
Force (Central) participated in the programme.,

I ¥
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The Chief Signal Officer visited
9 Regiment Sri Lanka Signal Corps

Major General H M L D Herath RSP VSV USP psc Chief
Signal Officer and the Colonel Commandant of Sri
Lanka Signal Corps (SLSC), visited gth Regiment Sri
Lanka Signal Corps, Iranamadu on 12 February 2023
as his final official visit after assuming duties as the
Chief Signal Officer and the Colonel Commandant
¥ of Sri Lanka Signals Corps. Lieutenant Colonel B M
% M B Herath RSP USP the Commanding Officer, gth
Regiment Sri Lanka Signal Corps warmly welcomed
Chiefl Signal Officer offering him a ceremonial Guard
Turnout at the entrance. Subsequently, the Chief Signal
Officer declared open the newly renovated auditorium,
gymnasium and library complex and addressed all
ranks.

Deputy Centre Commandant SLAVF visited to
16 (Volunteer) Gemunu Watch

I

Major General M T K R Silva KSP Deputy Centre
Commandant, Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force
visited 16 (Volunteer) Gemunu Watch on 16
February 2023. The troops of 16 (Volunteer)
Gemunu Watch warmly welcomed the Centre
Commandant, Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force
to the 16 (Volunteer) Gemunu Watch premises.
After friendly interactions with the Officers and
Other Ranks, the meeting was culminated with the
memento exchanged.

Awareness programme on perennial export crops at
Ranaviru Apparel
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On the direction and guidance of Brigadier M G A N B Mahathuwakkara RWP RSP ndc the Commandant
of Ranaviru Apparel, the Human Resource Department organised a workshop al camp premises on
“Cultivation of Export crop" with the support of Department of Export Agriculture in Gampaha district
for Officers and Other Ranks of Ranaviru Apparel, Yakkala on 25 January 2023,

Mr. Nalaka Kushantha Project Officer, Mrs. Wathsala Bandara Jayasundara Project Officer and Mrs.
Lakshmi Hansika Development Officer provided the much needed expertise knowledge on the subject.
The programme enhanced knowledge on the cultivation of perennial export agricultural crops such as
Cinnamon, Pepper, Betel and Betel nut and this included the annual crops of Ginger and Turmeric including
cultivation, selection and identification of most suitable crops for garden cultivation, land preparation,
increasing productivity and quality of products, methods and means to increase land productivity and
produce quality products, availability of certified seeds and plant varieties.
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Basic Agriculture Course successfully culminated
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Certificates awarding ceremony for the candidates who had followed the Basic Agriculture Course MNo 6
was held under the patronage of Lieutenant Colonel A § B Hapuwinna USP psc Commanding Officer, 6 Sri
Lanka Corps of Agriculture and Livestock on 5 December 2022. The course was concluded on 5 December
2022 at Agriculture and Livestock School, Kilinochchi.

In addition, Regimental badges were also awarded for the candidates during the same event. Lieutenant
Colonel D L C N Muttanthrige Commanding Officer, Agriculture and Livestock School, Kilinochchi Officers
and Other Ranks participated in the event. Candidates were educated on organic farming, multi corps
cultivation, food security, tools and equipment and animal husbandry during the course.

New house built for another Wﬂr Hero

The Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment (SLLI) under its
‘Ranaviru Hisata Nawa Sewanak’ (A new shelter to a War
Hero) project, built a new house for Lance Corporal Sisira
Kumara DMC of 3 Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment
resided in Hemagamadowa, Iwala, Bibila.

Major General G M N Perera RWP RSP USP nde General
Officer Commanding, 12 Infantry Division ceremonially
warmed the new house to the beneficiary on 20 January
2023 in a simple ceremony. Major H M A H B Herath

Commanding Officer, 3 Sri Lanka Light Infantry and several Officers and Other Ranks participated in ﬂle
simple house wa r[mng Ceremony.

22 Infantry Division donated school accessories
~ forschool child ren

Under the direction of Major General S B Amunugama RWP RSP ndu General Officer Commanding,
22 Infantry Division, with the fullest effort and supervision of Brigadier N H Malsinghe RWP RSP psc
Commander, 222 Infantry Brigade, and close monitoring of Colonel C Wanniarachchi Commanding
Officer, 5 Sri Lanka Artillery Regiment, 5 Sri Lanka Artillery organised a school stationery and other
essential equipment donation programme for 100 school children at Sooriyapura Mahaweligama School
on 14 February 2023. A total worth of Rs 2 million school stationery items including special snack packs
were distributed among the school children. Blissful Minds Association provided the generosity for this
charity work.
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5 (V) SLAWC celebrated lts 24th annwersary

A series of programmes were organised from 5 Lo 10
February 2023 to celebrate the 24th anniversary of
the 5 Volunteer Battalion 5ri Lanka Army Women's
Corps. Anniversary celebrations were held giving
prominence to religious functions and activities
with the guidance of Lieutenant Colonel W H S
Hettiarachchi RSP USP Commanding Officer, 5
Volunteer Battalion Sri Lanka Army Women's Corps.
Boodi Pooja programime was held on 5 February 2023
at the temple of Headquarters Security Force (East).
The almsgiving programme was held on 6 February

2023 at the Battalion Headquarters premises with the participation of 7 monks around Walikanda area.
A volleyball tournament was also held on 7 February 2023 to enhance sisterhood among the soldiers.

The anniversary celebrations culminated on 10 February 2023 with a colorful Guard Turnout and a
ceremonial parade accorded to Commanding Officer of the Battalion. All rank lunch, musical show were
also held at the playground in the battalion premises. The Commanding Officer, Second in Command, and
Officers of the Battalion, and all Other Ranks participated in the progarmmes.

Method of Instructions Course No 63 at CTS started

The Method of Instructions Course No 63 at Ampara Combat Training School (CTS) initiated on 8 February
2023 by Brigadier R P Minipura EWP RSP Commandant, Combat Training School, Ampara with the opening
address for candidates and instructors of the Combat Training School. The Method of Instructions Course
No 63 will culminated on 4 March 2023. Directorate of Research and Concept Development supervise the
course, 200 candidates were selected for the course form both Regular and Volunteer Forces.

61 Infantry Division troops received inspirational inputs

The Officers and Other Ranks serving under the 61 Infantry Division in Boossa listened to a lecture on
‘A Contended and Brave Soldier’, delivered by Lieutenant Colonel R M H P K Rathnayeke General Staff
Officer 1, Directorate of Psychological Operations. Lieutenant Colonel E A A § Chaminda Chief Editor of
Ranaviruwa Magazine and Major H M S H Bandara, General Staff Officer 11 (Intelligence), Directorate of
Psychological Operations were also conducted thought-provoking lectures at the Sri Lanka Light Infantry
Training School, Boossa on 22 February 2023. A total number of 19 Officers and 285 Other Ranks, including
the General Officer Commanding, 61 Infantry Division listened to the lecture sessions.
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51 Mannar students recieved free school a:ds

541 Infantry Brigade troops of the 54 Infamry Division laum:hed a programme Lo dlsmhule seheel bags
and accessories, each pack worth over Bs. 3000.00 for 26 students studying at B C T M College in Kallayadi,
and 25 students at R C T M College, Nochchikulam, during a simple occasion on 9 January 2023. The
charity programme was made possible through the kind patronage, offered by People's Bank, Welikanda,
together with Mr. D § Felix, Mr. Rumesh Ubayasiri, and Mr. Michael Ubayasiri, Principal, tutorial staff and
science section students at Galle Richmond College through the coordination of the 541 Infantry Brigade.

Major General WWHRRVM N D K B Niyangoda RWP RSP USP ndc psc General Officer Commanding
(GOC), 54 Infantry Division graced the event as the Chief Guest. Several Senior Officers, Officers, Other
Ranks, principals and tutorial staff participated in the programme.

613 Infantry Br:gade celebrated its 12t enmversary

613 Infantry Brigade marked its 12th anniversary on 20 January 2023 launching several programmes
under the guidelines of Brigadier KV I L Jayaweera USP Commander 613 Infantry Brigade. In line with the
anniversary, 613 Infantry Brigade launched a noble programme by offering delicious lunch and providing
gift packs to the children at ‘Neth Nena' Orphanage, Matara on 19 January 2023. Besides the charity
programmes several entertainment events were also organised. Senior Officers, Officers, Other Ranks
and Staff of the orphanage participated in the event with the blessing of the Commander, Security Force
(West) and the General Officer Commanding, 61 Infantry Division.

Colombo Army Hospital gave away gifts to newborns

The Directorate of Management and
Maintenance at the Colombo Army Hospital
in collaboration with the People's Bank
Narahenpita Branch gifted cash and gift parcels
to the mothers who had given birth to infants iE
during the period from 1 February 2023- 14 St &
February 2023 on account of the National B
Independence Day ceremony. Accordingly, 14
newborns of Army parents, each received Rs.
2000.00 in new bank deposits in addition to
a parcel of essentials, each to the value of Rs.
8,000.00 during the brief ceremony held on 2 February 2023 at the Celembe Army Hospital.

Brigadier ] ] Withanachchi RWP USP Director, Directorate of Management and Maintenance at the Colombo
Army Hospital and Mrs. W A N Piyaseeli Manager, People’s Bank, Narahenpita as Chief Guests presented
those incentives to those mothers. Director, Army Hospital-Colombe, Senior Officers, Officers, Other
Ranks and their families participated in the event.
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The 111 Infantry Brigade located at Diyatalawa celebrated its 12th anniversary amidst religious rituals
and military formalities on 30 January 2023 under the guidance of Brigadier T M R B Rathnayake RWP
RSP Commander, 111 Infantry Brigade. In line with the anniversary, troops cleaned the Elders’ Home at
Pihibiyahena and offered delicious refreshiments and lunch to the residents coupled with an entertaining
musical session on 24 January 2023. Also, troops attended an almsgiving (Kiriahara Pooja) and a ‘Pirith’
chanting at the Temple of Tooth, Kandy and visited the *Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi' and ‘Ruwanweli Stupa’
in Anuradhapura, and invoked the blessings for serving troops and the wounded. Further, the troops
welcomed the Commander, 111 Infantry Brigade greeting a colourful Guard Turnout. The event culminated
with dancing to the tunes of rhythmic musical melodies,

144 Infantry Brigade celebrated 10th anniversary

b

The 144 Infantry Brigade Headquarters at Akuregoda under the 14 Infantry Division commemorated its
10th anniversary amidst religious rituals and military formalities during 31 January 2023 - 1 February
2023 under the supervision of Brigadier K M V Kodithuwalliu Commander, 144 Infantry Brigade. The
anniversary celebrations were inaugurated with a formal Guard Turnout, presented to the Brigade
Commander in conformity with military traditions and bestowed merits on fallen War Heroes and injured
and serving troops. In addition, an almsgiving was made to monks at Wijayasumanaramaya Temple,
Battaramulla and the anniversary events culminated with all-rank tea arranged at the Privates' Mess. The
General Officer Commanding, 14 Infantry Division, Officers and Other Ranks participated in the event.

A generous donation from 571 Infantry Brigade
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571 Infantry Brigade organsied a programme to distribute school bags and accessories for the soldier

parents and civil staff who are serving at the 571 Infantry Brigade on 17 January 2023. 30 parents benefited
from this programme. Officers and Other Ranks witnessed the distribution programme.
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Drinking water facility for Shanthipuram village

Troops of 54 Infantry Division in coordination with
a Canada-based donor installed a Reverse Osmosis
(RO) plant for purification of drinking water for 125
families at Shanipuram who have been suffering
without access to drinking water for a long time on
14 February 2023.

. Mr. Kosala Kariyawasam, a businessman residing in
e, Canada provided the required monetary assistance

| and troops of the 4 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment
W took responsibility of the installation.

Most Rev. Dr Emmanuel Fernando, Bishop of
- Mannar inaugurated the newly-installed Reverse
Osmosis (RO) together with Commander, 543
Infantry Brigade, Officers, Other Ranks and
beneficiaries participated in the inaugural occasion.

3 (Volunteer) Sri Lanka Arm&z Corps of Agriculture and
Livestock celebrate 2nd ﬂnnwersary

3 (Volunteer) Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture and Livestock located at Kandakadu celebrated its 2nd
anniversary on 10 February 2023 following a series of events organsied under the patronage of Lieutenant
Colonel B M T A Beddewela RSP psc IG Commanding Officer, 3 (Volunteer) Sri Lanka Corps Agriculture
and Livestock. Special Bhoodhi Pooja was held at Somawathie Temple premises and offered milk foods
following the Bhoodhi Pooja. The anniversary celebrations were included with troop address, all rank tea
party, a cricket match, and musical show.

19 Gemunu Watch celebrated 14th anniversary

14th anniversary of 19 Gemunu Watch which was scheduled on 12 January 2023 was held with series of
programmes with the participation of Officers and Other Ranks on g January 2023, During the anniversary
events Special Bhoodhi Pooja was held at Sri Sambhoodhi Viharaya, Kokilaya to invoke the blessings
for deceased War Heroes. A Guard Turnout for the Commander, 19 Gemunu Watch, a cricket match and
musical show coloured the anniversary events. An all rank lunch culminated the anniversary events,
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