Historic Momentona
Historic Day

The memorable moment of handing over the
truncheon by outgoing Commander of the Army
General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP
ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff to the incoming
Commander of the Army Lieutenant General H L V
M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu following the military
formalities.
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Great War Heroes Saluted on 13" Victory Day

Undying memories and gallantry of heroic War Heroes who made the supreme sacrifice while
defending the motherland were revered, admired and honoured on 19 May 2022 in a solemn state
ceremony held at War Heroes' Monument, Sri Jayawardenepura dignified by the presence of His
Excellency Gotabaya Rajapaksa the President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces as the Chief Guest.
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General (Rtd) KD H K
Gunaratne WWV RWP
RSP USP ndc psc MPhil
Secretary Ministry of
Defence, Major General
(Rtd)  Jagath  Alwis
Secretary to Ministry
of Public Security,
General Shavendra
Silva WWV RWP RSP
V5V USP ndc psc MPhil
Chief of Defence Staff
and Commander of the
Army, Commanders
of Sri Lanka Navy and
Air Force, Inspector
General of  Police,
Director General of Civil
Security  Department,
Chairman of Ranaviru
Seva Authority and
representative tri-
service Officers and Civil
Security  Department
officials participated in
the event.

During this ceremony,
fallen heroic War Heroes
of the Army (23,962},
Nawvy (1160), Air Force
(443), 2508 Policemen
and 456 Civil Security
Department personnel,
altogether a total of
28,609 who had made
the supreme sacrifice
in the fight against
ruthless LTTE terrorism
were respectfully called
to eternal memory for
their wvalour, gallantry,
selfless dedication and
invaluable sacrifices
offering floral tributes.
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Outgoing Army Commander Appointed as
Chief of Defence Staff

His Excellency Gotabaya Rajapaksa the President of Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka handed over
the letter of appointment to General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil appointing
him as new Chief of Defence Staff, effective from 1 June 2022.

New Commander Accepted Letter of Appointment

The new Commander of the Army, Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu received the letter
of appointment from His Excellency Gotabaya Rajapaksa the President of Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces on 31 May 2022 at the President’s House.
Accordingly, he assumed duties at a formal ceremony held on 1 June 2022 at the Army Headquarters. He
was serving as the Chief of Staff of the Army at the time he was appointed the Commander of the Army.
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Formal Military Ceremony Bade Fareweﬂ to
Outgoing Army Commander

Following the deep rooted military formalities, a Guard Turn Out and a colour-rich Guard of Honour,
saluted General Shavendra Silva WWV EWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil the outgoing 23" Commander
of the 5ri Lanka Army at the formal farewell ceremony, held at the Army Headquarters on 31 May 2022
amidst a representative gathering of senior Officers and Other Ranks of the Army.

The outgoing Army Commander bade farewell leaving unforgettable milestone as a person who rendered
a meticulous service for the wellbeing of the Sri Lanka Army. He held the position for two years and nine
months and extended his profuse thanks to all those who cooperated with him during his tenure.
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Immortalising the noteworthy tenure, General Shavendra Silva WWV EWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil
the cru!:gcing Commander of the Army unveiled his portrait around the main entrance at the Army
Commander’s Secretariat before the street-line salute.

Number of Officers and Other Ranks gathered besides the entrance to bade farewell to the outgoing
Commander of the Army. It was the first time where an outgoing Commander was revered with such
magnitude farewell ceremony in the Army Headquarters.
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Incoming Commander of the Army Promoted to
Next Rank

His Excellency Gotabaya Rajapaksa the President of Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka in his
capacity as Commander -in-Chief of the Armed Forces promoted Major General H L V M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu to the rank of Lieutenant General, effective from 1 June 2022.

The Ranaviruwa Magazine extends heartiest congratulations to Lieutenant General H L V M Liyvanage
RWP RSP ndu on the promotion wishing good health, courage and strength to defend the nation from all
threats in the years to come.
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Asidisi Shakyamuni Maha Seya Pinnacle Declared Open
for Public Veneration

The golden pinnacle with its crystal gem atop at Kuragala Asidisi Shakyamuni Maha Seya (Giant Pagoda)
was declared open for public veneration amidst the pirith chanting and traditional drum beatings in the
presence of a gathering of Buddhist monks and General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc
MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army who attended the ceremony at the invitation of
Venerable Waturakumbure Dhammaratana Thero on 15 May 2022,

Venerable Wathurakubure Dhammaratana Thero gratefully acknowledged the initiation of the project by
His Excellency Gotabaya Rajapaksa the President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and
his continued support to make it a reality in less than a year with the unfailing support, extended by
General Shavendra Silva WWV EWP RSP V5V USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander
of the Army and Army troops, in addition to the contribution of Civil Security Department personnel and
hundreds of Buddhist groups. He also profusely thanked the troops for their dedicated roles and admitted
that it took nearly 50 years for the Buddhists to have it reclaimed as it remained unattended.
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As the second phase of the
State Vesak Festival which was
held at the ancient Kuragala
cave temrle complex, known
as Kuragala Rajamaha Viharaya
in Kalthota, the sacred relics
were deposited at the 'Suganda
Kutiya' in the relic chamber.
This "Suganda Kutiya" was
built with the generosity of
the devotees, Sri Lanka Army
Buddhist Association, and Neth
FM and declared open by Chief
of Defence Staff and Commander
of the Army on the same day.

Around the same time, the four
storied residential quarters
administrative section and the
alms hall for the monks were
declared open on the same day
for the benefit of resident monks
and the administration of the
location.
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Heroism of War Heroes in ‘Mihindu Seth Medura’
Admired on National War Heroes’ Day

Symbolising the importance and the prominence, being attached to the heroic War Heroes who remain
incapacitated due to serious injuries sustained in the defence of the motherland, General Shavendra Silva
WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army, together with
Mrs Sujeewa Nelson the President of Sri Lanka Army Seva Vanitha Unit on the ‘Victory Day’ (18 May 2022)
which was also known as National War Heroes Day visited the ‘Mihindu Seth Medura’ wellness resort at
Attidiva and met War Heroes who are still under recuperation and rehabilitation.

Both Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army and President of Sri Lanka Army Seva Vanitha
Unit shared a few thoughts and distributed gift parcels, inclusive of bed-linen, toiletries and other
essentials among all of them and spoke of their brave achievements. Afterwards, they participated in brief
tea party sharing good old memories with War Heroes on their victories marked at the historic victory. 40
injured War Heroes are under treatment at this wellness resort, equipped with all therapeutic equipment.

“We will do everything in our capacity to take care of you and treasure what you have done for the country. We, in
the Army have always come to the forefront in de l,ftm-:n! of our people and the country all the time. It was so in the
past and it will ccmmue to be so in the future too

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of
the Army, assured the War Heroes at the Mihindu Seth Medura.

Senior Officers including Major General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Chief of Staff, Major General
D B 5 N Bothota RWP RSP USP psc Adjutant General, Major General S P A I M B Samarakoon Hdme Lsc
Commander, Army Logistics Command, Colonel B A P Livanage RWP RSP USP Commandant, Mihindu
Seth Medura Senior Officers, spouses and Other Ranks part1c1pated in the brief event.
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New Multi-Purpose CIMIC Park Gifted to
Jaffna Civilians

In a refreshingly new and multi-
dimensional move to raise
bonds of existing Civil-Military
Cooperation (CIMIC) to new
heights, the 51 Infantry Division
Headquarters of the Security
Force (Jaffna) in line with the
'Army Wa}r Forward Strategy
2020-2025' gifted its exclusive
CIMIC Park for sports, recreation
and education support to the
local Jaffna populace on 8 May
2022 in Kopay during a simple
ceremony, headed by General
Shavendra Silva WWWV RWP RSP
VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of
Defence Staff and Commander of
the Army as the Chief Guest.

The construction of this state-
of-the-art, CIMIC Park became
a reality in an initiative, taken
by Major General M G W'W W
M C B Wickramasinghe General
Officer Commanding 51 Infantry
Division with the blessings of
Major General D G S Senarath
Yapa Commander, Security
Forces (Jaffna) after receipt of
financial sponsorship mainly
from family members of late Mr
] S Rajaratnam Vice Principal
at Hartley College, Point Pedro
and several other impressed
Fhitanthm ists who volunteered
o support the project.

This mega community project is comprised of a Calisthenics unit, meant for physical training of
youngsters, rest and recreation facility, futsal indoor soccer game pitch, educational support unit with
library for children, health and medical aid facility, recreational activity facility for cultural performances
and transfer of knowledge to the young generation. The foundation stone was laid in October 2021. At the
same location school shoes were distri%ute& among 20 needy school students.

Generals Officer Commanding of 52 and 55 Infantry Divisions, Officers and Other Ranks participated in
the event.
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Gemunu Watch Regimental Centre Gifted 3 Storied
Accommodation Facilities to their Troops

New  state-of-the-art  building
comprised of 3 stories which was
erected for Non Commissioned
Officers serving in the Gemunu Watch
(GW) Regimental Headquarters at
Kuruwita, Ratnapura was vested in
the troops on 4 May 2022 for their
utility.

The long-felt requirement of Gemunu
Watch Other Ranks was declared open
by General Shavendra Silva WWVRWP
RSP V5V USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of
Defence Staff and Commander of the
Army who was there to receive the
salute of the Mali-bound troops.

The building was erected on the contribution of the Regimental Funds of Genumu Watch under the
instructions of Major General P M L Chandrasiri WWV RWP RSP ndu Colonel Commandant Genumu
Watch and manpower of Corps of Engineer Services. Also, Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of
the Army declared open the newly-developed hardball cricket pitch in the premises and presented an
appreciative token to Bombardier Ajith Kumara who was instrumental in throwing his full weight behind
the preparation of this new pitch and erection of cricket ground facilities using his technical expertise.
The Chief of Staff, Commandant, Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force, Commander, Army Logistics Command,
Senior Officers and Otficers participated in the arrangements.
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4™ Combat Convoy Company Departed for Mali

The 4" Sri Lankan Contingent
of the Combat Convoy Company
(Ccc), departed for United
Nations Multidimensional
Integrated Stabilization Mission
in Mali (MINUSMA) extended
a formal salute to General
Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP
VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of
Defence Staff and Commander
of the Army at the Gemunu
Watch Regimental Headquarters
at Kuruwita, Ratnapura on 4
May 2022. The 4™ Sri Lankan
Contingent of the Combat Convoy
Company was comprised of 243
Officers.

The 4™ Sri Lankan Contingent
of the Combat Convoy Company
(CcC), comprised of 20
Officers and 223 Other Ranks
representing 12 Regiments of the
Army, departed for landlocked
West African country Mali, in the
second week of May (1** Group)
after the return of serving
Contingent of the Combat
Convoy Company in Mali.

The Contingent of the Combat
Convoy Company was comprised
of Army Officers and Other Ranks
of the Gemunu Watch (GW),
the majority in the contingent
as well as members of the Sri
Lanka Armoured Corps (SLAC),
Sri Lanka Engineers (SLE), Sri
Lanka Signal Corps (SLSC),
Mechanized Infantry Regiment
(MIRY), Corps of Engineer Services
{CES), 5ri Lanka Army Service
Corps (SLASC), 5ri Lanka Army
Ordnance Corps (SLAOC), Sri
Lanka Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers (SLEME), Sri Lanka
Corps of Military Police (SLCMP),
Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps
(SLAMC) and Sri Lanka Army
General Service Corps (SLAGSC).

Chief of staff, Commandant, Sri
Lanka Army Volunteer Force,
Commandant, Defence Services
Command and Staff College,
Chief Signal Officer, Commander,
Army  Logistics Command,
Senior Officers and Officers were
present at the military formality.
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Eight more Senior Brigadiers of the Army, promoted to the rank of Major General to coincide with the 13®
War Heroes' Commemoration Day (Victory Day) and received their rank insignia from their guiding star
General Shavendra Silva WWWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of
the Army on 20 May 2022 at Sri Lanka Army Headquarters, Sri Javawardenepura.

Those eight Senior Brigadiers thus promoted to their next rank include Major General M K U P Gunaratne
RSP ndu psc IG of Sri Lanka Artillery, General Officer Commanding 55 Infantry Division, Major General
K AW § Ratnayake ndu of Sri Lanka Signal Corps, Commander Forward Maintenance Area (East), Major
General R W Ponnamperuma RSP psc of Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment, General Officer Commanding 68
Infantry Division, Major General A H L. G Amarapala RWP RSP ndc psc of Sri Lanka Engineers, General
Officer Commanding 12 Infantry Division, Major General S B Amunugama RWP RSP ndu of Gajaba
Regiment, General Officer Commanding 24 Infantry Division, Major General H D K Heivantuduwa RWP
RSP of Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment, presently, attached to the Sri Lanka High Commission in Pakistan as
Defence Attaché, Major General H M U Herath RWP RSP USP psc Hdme of Mechanized Infantry Regiment,
General Officer Commanding 52 Infantry Division and Major General W M D 5 K Gunawardhane RSP
KSP of Gajaba Regiment, Deputy Commandant of Sri Lanka Volunteer Force Headquarters. Chief of
Defence Staff and Commander of the Army extending congratulations, greeted the best wishes to all of
them pinned their new Major General insignia separately and simultaneously handed over the symbolic
sword of authority to each of them. Also, Ranaviruwa extends the hearties congratulations to the newly
promoted Major Generals.

7 Senior Colonels Elevated to the Rank of Brigadiers

A rare gesture that coincides with the 13" War Heroes' Commemoration Day (Victory Day) pinned new
insignia on 7 Senior Colonels who were elevated to the rank of Brigadier at the Commander's office on
19 May 2022. Those 7 new Brigadiers of the Intake 37 at the prestigious Sri Lanka Military Academy
(SLMA) were promoted to the rank of Brigadier with the approval of His Excellency the President and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.

The newly-promoted group included Brigadier L G ] N Arivathilaka RWP RSP of Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment,
Commander, 213 Infantry Brigade, Brigadier M A D § Munasinghe RWP RSP psc IG of Sri Lanka Artillery,
Commander, 541 Infantry Brigade, Brigadier K M V Kodituwakku of Gemunu Watch, Commander, 144
Infantry Brigade, Brigadier T M F Kitchilan RWP RSP of Vijayabhahu Infantry Regiment, Commander,
143 Infantry Brigade, Brigadier B M 5 K K Dharmawardena RWP RSP USP of Commando Regiment, Centre
Commandant, Commando Regiment Headquarters, Brigadier D N C Serasinghe RSP USP of Sri Lanka
Engineers, Commander, 653 Infantry Brigade and Brigadier M'W S Millagala RWP RSP USP psc of Gajaba
Regiment, Centre Comunandant, Gajaba Regiment.
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Formal Culmination of State Vesak Commemoration
Marked at Kuragala with Colourful Religious
Performances

The formal culmination of the week-long State
Vesak Festival at completely renovated ancient
Kuragala cave temple complex, known as Kuragala
Rajamaha Viharava took place on 21 and 22 May
2022 in the presence of a gathering of Buddhist
menks and devotees.

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USPndc
psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander
of the Army graced the event as the Chief Guest.
The final phase which included offering Buddha
Pooja in the new Relic Chamber, alms to Buddhist
monks, Procession to the Pagoda, Performance
of Rites and Rituals, Ashtapana Pooja, Gilanpasa,
Bhakthi Gee (final devotional song) show, cultural
show and *Pirith’ chanting took place on 22 May
2022,

A gathering of about 200 Buddhist monks in
accordance with age-old traditions in the Maha
Sangha community performed the ritual of vestin
the entire temple complex in the ‘Sasana’. Chie
of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army also
joined this segment of the religious occasion.

The oldest in the Sabaragamuwa Province,
historic Kuragala, which has a proud history
of over 2300 years, turned a new lease of life
on Vesak Day in less than a year by holding the
State Vesak Commemoration ceremony for the
first time with the dedicated incumbency of
Venerable Waturakumbure Dhammaratana Thero
and unfailingly committed contribution of Army
troops, devout Buddhists and Civil Defence Service
personnel.

During the final afternoon segment, Chief of
Defence Staff and Commander of the Army
presented gifts to the winners of the Vesak lantern
competition. The 1* place was won by Sri Lanka
Artillery troops, 2 place by Sri Lanka Engineers
and the 3 place went to Sri Lanka Armoured Corps.
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The Grand and Ceremonial Opening of “Cyllene Cave”
of the Signals Officers' Mess

Newly-erected “Cyllene Cave,” the state-of -the art
two-storied new Officers’ Mess building complex
in the Sri Lanka Signals Corps vested in during a
simple ceremony, headed by General Shavendra
Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief
of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army as the
Chief Guest on 26™ May 2022,

The complex, consists of aspacious TV room, guests’
reception section, billiards room, entertainment
section, pub and several other facilities, fulfiling a
longstanding requirement of the Sri Lanka Signals
Corps Officers for a proper facility that meets with
required professional standards.

This project was launched on the directions of Major General P A ] Peiris ndu Chief Signal Officer of the
Sri Lanka Army and Colonel Commandant of Sri Lanka Signals Corps to be in line with the Commander's
'Army Way Forward Strategy 2020-2025', in which provision of all supportive facilities to Officers and
Other Ranks has been highlighted for implementation. The troops of Sri Lanka Signal Corps provided the
manpower to make the facility a reality.

Regional Red Cross Delegate in Colombo Paid
Courtesies to Army Commander

s | y

Brigadier (Rtd) Jacques Lemay, Regional Armed and Security Forces delegate in Colombo, International
Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) paid courtesies to General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc
psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army on 25 May 2022 on his relinquishment of
duties in Sri Lanka. During these cordial interactions, mementoes were exchanged between both as a
symbol of courtesy.
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 Lasting Adventure

Kalabatuwawe Gedara Mahinda
Rajapaksa was born on June
1989 to HKalabatuwawe Gedara
Bhodidasa and Rajapaksa
Gedara Siriyawathi at
Varadangolla Village, Hasalaka
in Mahivangane. Little Mahinda
had an elder brother called K G
Upali Rajapaksa at the time and
soon after he was able to enjoy
company of vyounger brother
with the birth of new member
to the family named K G Sisira
Kumara.

Young Mahinda  Rajapaksa
entered to Mahiyangana
Central College for the studies.
During the schooling period he
stayed at his grandmother's
place in Udawatta village as he
preferred to go to school from
there than his home. He was a
brilliant student for both studies
and extracurricular activities
including sports. Due to this
enthusiasm towards studies
and extracurricular, he received
the appreciation from school
teachers and others.

At the meantime his elder
brother K G Upali Rajapaksa
ordained into the monkhood

as Varadangolle Vimalananda
Thero at Maha Aswedduma Sri
Sambhoodhi Jayanthi Maha
Viharaya in Hasalaka leaving
the family responsibility of the
first child on the shoulders of
Mahinda Rajapaksa.

Time gradually passed by

bringing number of hardships
to the Mahinda Rajapaksa
family without prior notice. The
sudden loss of the father hit the
family as a thunderbolt leaving
many challenges for the family
including the grievances and
sorrows. The role that young
Mahinda Rajapaksa so far played
as elder brother shifted to the
family chief with enormous
responsibilities ahead.

Due to the number of economic
hardships, vyoung Mahinda
Rajapaksa decided to put an
end to the school life before the
mother's strong objection. With
the termination of the school
life, he willingly shouldered the
family burden to his shoulder
and worked hard to fulfill them
as a dutiful son.

At the time, the country was
hampered by the terrorism that
was spreading every corner of
the country taking number of
lives of innocents. Many brave
warriors had sacrificed their
valuable lives in the sake of the
country's sovereignty and its
territorial integrity. Young and
bold Mahinda was inspired by
the greatest heroism exhibited
by the soldiers in the battlefield.
The giant Gamini Kularatne's
statue standing with pride at
the entrance of his village had
inspired him unlike no other to
join the Sri Lanka Army.

Corporal Gamini Kularatne's
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§/371780 L/Cpl Mahinda
Rajapaksha KG
PWV RWP

Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment

statue inspired him to join the
Sri Lanka Army at his blooming
youth. He told himself “pes I
will join Sri Lanka Army as soon
I complete my 18 years and will
bring the pride to my country one
day”. But he was very careful
to keep this as a secret from
his family and grandmother.
He knew that when they got to
know, that they will not allow
him to do that. But he was genius
enough to obtain his mother's
blessings convincing her as soon
he reached 18 years old making
his lifetime dream a reality.
The heroic son joined Sri Lanka
Army on 04 November 2007 as a
recruit.

He completed his preliminary
military training from Sri Lanka
Army Service Corps Training
School, Thisawewa. Soon
after the completion of the
preliminary training he joined
12 Infantry Battalion, Sri Lanka
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Sinha Regiment which was
the same Regiment of his hero
Corporal Gamini Kularatne. He
eammestly believed that joining
12 Infantry Battalion was a mere
privilege to him.

At the time 12 Infantry Battalion,
5ri Lanka Sinha Regiment
was deployed at Vishwamadu,
Kilinochchi and was engaged
in the mission of eliminating
the terrorism from the area
achieving number of war
victories against the terrorists.
572 Infantry Brigade under
command to 57 Infantry Division
paid immense contribution for
this Humanitarian Operation.
Due to the victories that achieved
by the small groups, Sri Lanka
Army trusted on small group
operations being away from the
traditional combat tactics.

All the units in the defence
line were small groups and
they were set to achieve their
targets. Accordingly 12 Infantry
Battalion of Sri Lanka Sinha
Regiment deployed their small
groups in the identified places
in Adappan area. Lance Corporal
Mahinda was included in a such
small group at the time and
popular among his peers as a
warrior.

Making 16 October 2008 a
decisive day, 12 Infantry
Battalion of Sri Lanka Sinha
Regiment received a special
order from Higher Headquarters
to acquire the terrorists’
trenches in Vishwamadu area.
The  Higher  Headquarters
had selected Lance Corporal
Mahinda’s team to achieve the
target.

The operation launched as
planned but it was not easy
as they planned. Before the
escalar_ing enemy fire Corporal
Mahinda’s team had towithdraw
from the area strategically. This
sudden unexpected withdrawal
had brought a shame for Corporal
Mahinda and resultantly he was
determined for the forward
rather a withdrawal. He even
suggested his comrade to jump
into the enermny trench.

The leader of Lance Corporal
Mahinda’s team had realised
the feelings of young spirit and
he explm%lsed that too much
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heroism could bring sometimes
the defeat and therefore
strategic withdrawal is not an
issue as it supports to achieve
the task. But this leader was
pleased with the courage of
young Lance Corporal Mahinda
and he whispered himself that
“If I had 10 of this kind, the whole
Battalion was safe”.

The sun rose on 22 December
2008 with the good news to
Lance Corporal Mahinda. The
permission was granted to
launch an operation to acquire
the bunker line. The team
reached the bunker line with the
firm determination to achieve
what they had destined for. But
the team had to face unexpected
fire from the bunkers when they
reached close to the bunkers.

Nothing is clumsy than lying
on the ground before the enemy
fire. Lance Corporal Mahinda
realised there is no use of lying
on the ground like a coward so
he encouraged his peers to battle
against the enemy. At the same
time Lance Corporal Mahinda
led a RPG attack without the
acknowledgement of any other
of the team suddenly taking
the ground advantage into his
favour surprising his team
members. He then jumped into
the enemy bunker within few
seconds like a sharp arrow and
killed 4 enemies while feeding
bombs to RPG and destroyed 2
enemy bunkers successfully.

He was encouraged with the
success he achieved. Leaving the
empty RPG weapon he walked
to the remaining bunker with
the grenade shouting “Let's
finish the last one”. It was the
hour of unexpected and a dead
silence spread over the territory.
Breaking the silence suddenly
enemy bullet hit Lance Cnrgoral
Mahinda falling him ground and
the others witnessed this hour
of the misery and immediately
crawled to Lance Corporal
Mahinda.

Making everyone's prayers
answered, the Hero rose again
like a phoenix surprising
his friends to complete the
unfinished task.  But his
comrades hardly took him away
from the incident. Smiling to his
comrades who were preventing
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him moving forward, the
injured Lance Corporal Mahinda
said, “My battle is done, make
my statue and place it near the
Hasalaka Gamini’s statue”. They
were the last words that the War
Hero Lance Corporal Mahinda
said to his comrades ending his
heroic chapter in Adappan.

5/371780  Lance  Corporal
Mahinda Rajapaksa was awarded
Parama Weera Vibhushanaya

(PWV) for his brave acts of
gallantry and conspicuous
bravery of the most exceptional

order in the face of the enemy
performed voluntarily whilst
on active service with no regard
to the risk of his own life and
security with the objective
of safeguarding the lives of
his comrades facilitating the
operational aim of his force by
His Excellency Maithreepala
Sirisena  President of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka.

The lifeless body of the warrior
was buried on 25 December
2008 at 1700hrs at Thorapitiyva
Cemetery following the military
formalities. Lance Corporal
Mahinda Rajapaksha was not
married when he was deceased
and the family and his relatives
builtanentrance at Sri Sambudda
Jayanthi Maha Viharaya in
Hasalaka in remembrance of his
incomparable gallantry

Extvacted from
B L “Uththamachara * Published by

Army Headquarsers
**End Note

Corporal Gamini Kularatne, popularly
known s 'Hasalaka Gamini' was a brave
War Hero who made the supreme sacrifice
during the Elephant Pass batile. Corporal
Gamini Kularamne was posthumously
aowarded the highest decoration a soldier
could earn, the Parama Weera Vibhushana
(W) Medal after he sacrificed his life in
his attempt to stop an explosive laden LTTE
armoured bulldozer which attempted to
blow up the Elephant Pass camp on 14 July
1991 The poung soldier braving stiff enerny
fire lobbed a grenade inside the advancing
vehicle and died on his effort effectively
stopping its advance. The memorial to
Hosaloka War Hero was lafer set up af
Elephant Pass with the remnants of the
bulldozer he helped to destroy,
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How Sri Lanka Benefits from the
National Detence Gollege

The establishment of the National Defence College
in Sri Lanka fulfills a long-felt need. Even though
the Army consisted of several professional military
training establishments to groom military Officers,
the requirement for a National Defence College was
a long term requirement since then. Among those
military training establishments, Sri Lanka Military
Academy-Diyatalawa, General Sir John Kotelawala
Defence University, Army Training School -
Maduru Oya, Combat Training School - Ampara,
War College — Buttala, Defence Service Command
and Staff College et cetera are some of the Military
establishments which groom brilliant and keen
military Officers for the Nation.

Sri Lankan military Officers benefit greatly
from foreign courses every year. They receive
opportunities at world-class military training
establishments such as the Indian Military Academy,
United States Military Academy, Bangladesh
Military Academy, Royal Military Academy in the
United Kingdom et cetera. But a large number
of Officers are deprived of this opportunity as
they enroll a very limited number of Officers. The
establishment of the National Defence College
therefore greatly benefits senior military Officers
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who will receive the same exposure in their own
country. Senior military Officers who follow high-
level Detence and Strategic courses at the National
Defence College will get the opportunity to assume
senior command positions in the Armed Forces in
the future.

The National Defence College was established as
the sole institute that promotes strategic thinking
for the senior Officers of the tri-service, police
and public service to provide holistic knowledge,
developing highly qualified strategic decision-
makers in the realm of Mational Security, Statecraft,
Diplomacy and Public Policy to ensure the national
development of Sri Lanka. Major General (Rtd)
Amal Karunasekara was appointed as the first
Commandant of the National Defence College -
Colombo.
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Moreover, the curriculum for the new degree programmes was
resourced by the University of Colombo, General 5ir John Kotelawala
Defence University, Australian Defence Training School, Defence
Schools of United States of America and Pakistan. The absence
of higher-level national security and strategic educational
establishment in Sri Lanka has created a significant intellectual gap
in developing strategic leaders in the realm of national security,
statecraft and effective decision making. Sri Lanka has opted to
look out for foreign educational establishments to obtain strategic
education opportunities to develop selected strategic military and
senior public officials to meet the organisational demand of the
respective institutions. However, the limited opportunities available
for the higher-level defence and strategic courses have considerably
deprived many potential senior Officers in the Armed Forces.
Therefore, the National Defence College is the best place to give rise
to all officials at the highest level to study National Security which
creates a joint environment with civil-military cooperation.

To develop future policymakers on national security and strategic
studies the National Defence College degrees will aim to create
strategic thinkers in the realm of national security, statecraft,
diplomacy and public policy to uphold national interest. This is a
critical requirement for Sri Lanka to address the issues, which
cannot be obtained by sending senior Officers to foreign National
Defence Colleges. Therefore, it is a necessity to furnish the best
possible higher level of politico-military strategic exposure and
degree programmes in line with subjects related to International
Security, Strategy, Statecraft, Research Methodology, Geopolitics
and Strategy, National Security and Policy, et cetera which would
influence to reach global context over different aspects.
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Jaffna Troops Celebrated Vesak Poya Day with a
Series of Community Projects
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On eve of the Vesak Full Moon Poya day, Jafina
troops organised a series of religious events to
celebrate the Vesak Poya Day meriting the birth, °
enlightenment and death of the Lord Buddha under _ &
the guidance of Major General D G S Senarath Yapa =~ |
RWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna),
on 15 Sunday 2022.

Religious programmes and special sermons were
held throughout the Vesak Poya Day at Tissa Raja
Maha Vihara in Kankasanthurei, and soldiers and
Buddhist devotees attended the events. Reverend
Saddhajeewa Thero from Mihinthalaya Kalu Diya
Pokuna Thapowanaya temple delivered a special
sermon during the event.

In line with Vesak Day programme, mid day meals were distributed among the travelers of A9 road by
52 Infantry Division, and Sri Nagavihara in Jaffna at night by 51 Infantry Division under the guidance
and supervision of Commander Forward Maintenance Area (Morth). Also the “Veask Bethi Gee" was
presented by women soldiers of 7 Sri Lanka Army Women's Corps. Another charity event of providing
meals took place at Thissa Raja Maha Viharaya and Sri Nagavihara in Jaffna and approximately 6000
people participated in the Vesak Day Dansel.

i s L g L o e | \

The playground which is located at Thaiddi village in J/250 Grama Seva Division under the Thellipalei
Divisional Secretariat was reconstructed under the guidance and supervision of Major General D G §
Senarath Yapa RWP RSP ndu Commander Security Forces (Jaffna) on 18 May 2022 at the request of "Star
Sports Club", Kankasanthure.

The manpower and technical assistance for the project was extended by Sri Lanka Army troops and
members of Star Sports Club. Approximately 200 people participated in the inauguration of this project.
The main objective of this project was to bestow an opportunity to improve sports skills and maintain
physical and mental robustness of the youth and produce self - disciplined people to the society. Further,
Security Forces Commander donated sports items to the Star Sports Club to mark this event.

Commander Security Forces (Jaffna), Grama Niladari, Development Officer of the Thellippalei, Staff
Officers and the members of the Star Sports Club and their former members were present during the
event.
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Financial Aid for Deserving Families from
Sri Lanka Army

Financial incentives were donated to
1000 needy families at Weherathanne,

Maruthodai, Kebithigollewa,
Horowupathana, Sampathnuwara,
Gajabapura, Ethawetunawewa and

Sinhapura through the coordination of the
Commander Security Forces (Wanni) and
sponsorship, extended by Mr Vamadeva
Thiagendran, founder and chairman of
“Thiyahie” Charitable Trust. 1000 families
were benefited under the programme
which was held on 12 April 2022.

The main intention of the programme
was to uplift the living standards of the
deserving families and 1000 families
received Rs. 2000.00. Major General C
D Ranasinghe RWP RSP General Officer
Commanding 62 Infantry Division and
Commanders of the under command
Brigades participated in the occasion.

Financial Incentives from Sri Lanka Army to Uplift the
Living Standard of Civilians

A programme of gifting financial aid for the deserving families in Nochchiyagama and Thanthirimale
with the intention to uplift the living standards of their families was held targeting 1021 families under
the supervision of Major General W R M M Rathnayaka RWP RSP USP ndu General Officer Commanding
21 Infantry Division on 11 April 2022,

Each family received Rs.2000.00. The programme was assisted by the troops of 5 (V) Sri Lanka Light
Infantry Regiment, 2 Mechanized Infantry Regiment, and 4 Sri Lanka National Guard under the
instructions and guidance of Colonel L G J N Ariyathilaka RWP RSP Commander, 213 Infantry Brigade. The
financial contribution was extended by Mr Vamadeva Thiagendran, founder and chairman of “Thiyahie"
Charitable Trust. Major General C D Ranasinghe RWP RSP graced the event as the Chiet Guest.
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Community Welfare Project Launched at
233 Infan

100 dry ration packs each worth of Rs. 530,000.00
were distributed among deserving families in
Batticoloa district under the supervision of
Commander, 233 Infantry Brigade on 16 April
2022. The troops of 233 Infantry Brigade organised
the event and generous philanthropist Mr Suresh
 extended the financial assistance to make the
s event successful at the request of Commander, 233
Infantry Brigade. Major General P M L Chandrasiri
WWV RWP RSP ndu Commander Security Forces
(East), Officers and Other Ranks participated in the
event.

Programme of Distributing School Items for Students in
Vakare District

The troops of 23 Infantry Division distributed school items among the Grade 06 students of Vigneshwaram
School-Kadiraweli, Thirumagal Vidyalaya-Panichchankeni, Arunthani Vidyalaya-Kandaladi,
Vammiraddawan Vidyalaya and Vakre Vidyalaya on 17 April 2022,

The programme was conducted under the supervision of Brigadier R W K Hewage RWP RSP Commander
233 Infantry Brigade and the financial assistance was provided by Mr Suresh, the owner of the Murugan -
Kurunagala. Officers, teachers, students and their parents participated in the event.
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Sri Lanka Army 1 Corps Troops Gave Away Dry Rations
on Vesak Day

Coinciding with the Vesak Poya day activities,
troops of Sri Lanka Army 1 Corps conducted a dry v
ration donation in Kilinochchi on 15 May 2022 w il
for deserving families in Shanthipuram village, 4 —\
Iranamadu with the generous support extended '
by Officers and Other Ranks who are serving in
the Service Units under command to Sri Lanka
Army 1 Corps.

The programme assisted 100 needy people. Dry
Ration packs worth of Rs: 2500.00 each were
distributed during the programme. Brigadier
D A Amarasekara USP Brigadier (Admin and
Quartering), Senior Staff Officers, Officers and
Other Ranks participated in the event.

58 Infantry Division Troops Donated Relief Items to
Needy Villagers

In view of uplifting living standards of 40 low income families in Puttalam District, dry ration parcels
distribution programme was held on 24 April 2022 at Thabbowa and Nelumwewa Grama Niladhari
divisions, under the supervision of General Officer ﬂmnmandiniaf.a Infantry Division. This donation
programme was conducted under the patronage of Mrs Deepika Gunasekara Director of Industrial
Safety Equipment Company (Pvt) Ltd. and with the coordination of Colonel N Mahawithana KSP Colonel
(Logistic) Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force Headquarters.
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Commander, Security Forces (Mullaitivu) Participated
in Harvesting Ceremony
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Harvesting Ceremony of the paddy land of 1.5 acres,

with the utmost dedication of the Officers and the

Other Ranks of the Security Forces (Mullaitivu),

took place on 27 April 2022 with the participation

of Major General W A S § Wanasinghe RSP USP ndu

Commander, Security Forces (Mullaitivu) at the &S X
Security Forces (Mullaitivu) farm on 27 April 2022.

Having various climate challenges in many phases §
of the cultivation, the perseverance of troops of &
the Security Forces (Mullaitivu) had made the
effort successful. Accordingly, the Security Forces
{Mullaitivu) has provided an immense contribution
to the National Green Agriculture Drive.

Army Troops Shared the Splendour with Devotees on
Vesak Poya Day

Bhakthi Gee mgramme was held at the units under command to 59 Infantry Division following the
supervision o Majar General G D Sooriyabandara USP General Officer Commanding, 59 Infantry Division
onis5 May 2022. Major General W A 5 5 Wanasinghe RSP USP ndu Commander, Security Forces (Mullaitivu)
and Commanders of the Brigades, Commanding Officers of Units, Officers, and Other Ranks participated
in the event.
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Commander, Security Forces (West) Made His First
Forma! Visit to 14 Infantry Division

i Major General D M K D B Pussella RWP RSP
. Commander, Security Forces (West) paid his
maiden visit to 14 Infantry Division on 09 May
2022 after assuming duties as the 13" Commander
of the Security Forces (West). During the itinerary,
the Commander, Security Forces (West) visited
141 Infantry Brigade Headquarters located at
Weyangoda and addressed the tmo]]:-s of 14 Infantry
Division. Major General GG A S Wickramasena RWP
RSP USP psc Hdmc General Officer Commanding
of 14 Infantry Division, Officers and Other Ranks
participated in the event.

The troops of 613 Infantry Brigade of 61 Infantry Division under command to Security Forces (West)
distributed 40 dry ration packs among deserving families in the Kamburupitiva area. The generous
sponsorship for the charity event was extended by Mithudam Helping Hand Organisation and Doctor
Bhagya Weerawardhana. The event was supervised by Brigadier K A U Kodithuwaldiu RSP USP psc IG
Commander, 613 Infantry Brigade. The event was held at 613 Infantry Brigade Headquarters.
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Troops Joined Bringing Sacred Ornaments to
Nallathanniya

Bringing the ‘Sri Paada’ season to the culmination
with advent of the Vesak Full Moon Poya Day, the
symbolic statue of God Saman and sacred ornaments
were brought to Nallathanniya on 17 May 2022 in a
procession in accordance with traditions with the
assistance of Sri Lanka Army troops.

The troops of 19 Sri Lanka National Guard including
3 Officers and 100 Other Ranks contributed the
manpower. Major General M K S Silva RWP RSP ndu
Commander Security Forces (Central), Officers and
Other Ranks participated in the event.

Distribution of Dry Ration Packs Among Needy Families
in Haputale

200 dry ration packs were distributed among needy families in Gonamatawa, Haputhale in the Area of
Responsible to Security Force Headquarters (Central ) on 10 April 2022, Mr Anuk who resides in the United
States of America provided the financial generosity for the distribution. Major General M K 5 Silva RWP
RSP ndu Commander Security Forces {Central), Otficers, Other Ranks, and villagers participated in this
occasion.
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Armoured Corps Seva Vanitha Branch

In parallel to the International Women's day, the Sri Lanka Armoured Corps Seva Vanitha Branch donated
six sewing machines to 6 selected soldiers' families of 6 (RFT) Regiment Sri Lanka Armoured Corps and
Armoured Corps Training Center on 09 March at Rock House auditorium in Modera under the patronage of
Dr (Mrs) Harshani Bothota, Chairperson, Sri Lanka Armoured Corps Seva Vanitha Branch. The project was
initiated to uplift the standard of soldiers' families with the financial support of the Sri Lanka Armoured
Corps Seva Vanitha Branch.

Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch

' “’J'I e

A ceremony, organised by the Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch to mark International
Women's Day, was held on 12 March 2022 at the Regimental Centre, Ambepussa under the auspices
of Mrs Darshani Liyange Chairperson, Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch. Afterwards, the
veteran chef at the Citrus Hotel, Waskaduwa, Mr Manoj Amaradeepthi conducted a workshop for the Seva
Vanitha members of Sinha Regiment on cookery. Also the Director and Teledrama actor, Deshamanya
Mr Malaka Hapugoda entertained the audience adding colour to the programme. Aftermath a senior
counsellor, trainer, and veteran lecturer Mrs Ama Dissanayake educated the participants on 'The Role
of Wife for Good Married Life’ and ‘How to mitigate the domestic issues' as a part of the programme.
Presentation of mementos to invited lecturers took place afterwards in appreciation of their invaluable
services to the Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch. The event took place with the participation
of the members of Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch, Major General K Li?ranage RWP RSP
ndu Commander, Security Forces (West) and Colonel of the Regiment of Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment and
Commander, 572 Infantry Brigade.

anyabahu Infantry Seva Vanitha Branch

The Army Seva Vanitha Unit chaired by Mrs
Sujeewa Nelson expanding its welfare roles further,
on 24 March 2022, laid the foundation stone fr_'-r
construction of a new house to a retired War Hero
of the Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment who was
handicapped while fighting against LTTE terrorists
before May 2009. The financial assistance and raw
materials for the project in Hingurakgoda South
: was provided by ‘Shadow Watch' Company Ltd.
. Troops attached to the 3 Sri Lanka Electrical and

- Mechanical Engineers provided the manpower
for the construction of this new house using their
technical and engineering expertise. Commanding
Officer and the Other Ranks participated in the
event.
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Military Intelligence Corps Seva Vanitha Branch

Members of the Military Intelligence Corps Seva Vanitha Branch, together with Mrs Manori Sallay
Chairperson, Military Intelligence Corps Seva Vanitha Branch offered the monthly alms to 16 residents at
Warusawithana Elders' Home at Ambalangoda for the month of March.

Corps of Engineer Services Seva Vanitha Branch

The Corps of Engineer Services Seva Vanitha Branch, headed by Mrs Deepika Prashanthi Chandrasena
recently donated school accessories to 8 children of six fallen members of Corps of Engineer Services
War Heroes after inviting one family in a symbolic gesture to the Corps of Engineer Services Regimental
Centre. The programme was organsied by 9 (V) Corps of Engineer Services. Symbolically, the donations
were handed over to one selected family and the other items were sent to their residences.

Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps Seva Vanitha Branch

The 11" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps Seva Vanitha Branch got
underway at the Colombo Army Hospital auditorium in the third week of March, 2022 under the patronage
of Medical Specialist, Dr. Mrs A Nilmini Fernando, Chairperson, Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps Seva
Vanitha Branch. New board of executives for the Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps Seva Vanitha Branch was
elected on the same occasion. Also, a special workshop on beauty culture was also held during the meeting
session with the sponsorship of the Cosmetics (pvt) Ltd. Many members of Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps
Seva Vanitha Branch were present at the event.
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