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New Commander Called on His Excellency the President,
Honourable Prime Minister and Secretary to the Defence

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu the 24" Commander of the Army called on His
Excellency the President of Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Honourable Prime Minister and
Secretary to the Defence soon after assuming the duties.

With General G D H K Gunaratne (Rtd) WWV RWP RSP With General Shavendra Silva WiV RWP RSP VSV USP
USP ndc psc MPhil Secretary, Ministry of Defence at ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff at the Office of the
Ministry of Defence Chief of Defence Staff
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Coffee Book 'Storm of Warriors' Presented to the
President

Both Gajaba Regiment (GR)
veterans General Shavendra
Silva WWV BWP RSP V5V USP nde
psc MPhil with Chief of Defence
staff and Lieutenant General H
L VM Liyanage RWP RSP ndu
new Commander of the Army,
presented the maiden copy of
the 'Storm of Warriors' to His
Excellency Gotabaya Rajapaksa
the President of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
at President's House on 2 June
2022,

The Storm of Warriors documented the legac?' of the Rr_eg1mem's span of history, evolution since its
founding, its infrastructure growth, and battlefield achievements of unmatched nature, bravery and
gallantry and unparalleled contribution of its War Heroes to liberation of the motherland.

The 'coffee book' project was initiated by General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil
as Colonel of the Regiment and compiled by a team of Gajaba Regiment Council members in a move
to document the operational commitments of the Gajaba Regiment in the past with a set of pictorial
daccounts.

‘Sambuddha R{Ijﬂ Mandapaya’ Vested in the Pubhc

General G D H K Gunaratne (Rtd) WWV RWP RSP
USP ndc psc MPhil Secretary, Ministry of Defence
participated as a Chief Guest in a series of inaugural
openings at the historic Sri Sunethra Devi Maha
Pirivena complex at Pepiliyana at the invitation
of Venerable Dr Medagoda Abayatissa Nayake
Thero, Senior Lecturer at the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura and Incumbent, Sunethra Devi
Pirivena. Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage
RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army and senior
Officers participated in the event.

The newly-constructed ‘Sambuddha Raja Mandapava’, the pillared shrine of the Lord Buddha was vested
in the Sasana by the Chief Guest, unveiling a plaque as members of the Maha Sangha chanted 'Seth
Pirith'. After then new Sunday school building was also symbolically declared open.
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Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage
REWP RSP ndu assumed duties as the 24™

gun}mam{:er of Fhe Army on 1 ]tlill'lf 2022 N ew COIT! m{lnder Uf thﬁ Al"my
;;;l:;{iguzngg?a ceremony at the Army Assumf’.'d the OfﬁCE

Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage,
as an Officer Cadet, joined the Regular
Force of the Sri Lanka Army on 27
October 1986 in the Regular Intake -
26 and followed basic military training
at the prestigions Sri Lanka Military
Academy at Diyatalawa and subsequently
at Pakistan Military Academy. Upon
successful completion of Officer Cadet
training, he was commissioned in the
rank of Second Lieutenant and was
posted to the Gajaba Regiment.

During his 35 vyears of illustrious
military career, he has held a number
of significant command, staff and
instructional appointments. He was
also the Commading Officer of 8
Gajaba Regiment and performed a
commendable role contributing to the
eradication of terrorism from the region
in the Eastern theatre of operations. His
service was commendable during the
operations to rescue the terrorist held
areas in Mannar.

He has also followed many overseas
courses in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Hawai and Indonesia. He has also held
the positions of Brigade Commander of
225 and 553 Infantry Brigades, Sector
Commander at Operations Command
Colombo, Brigade Commander of 215,
542,224,221 and 623 Infantry Brigades,
Director (Doctrine & Training) and
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The vision of the new
Commander of the
Army is based on the |
fullest performance of
the duties entrusted
to the Sri Lanka Army
ensuring the public
security facing the
National Challenges.
Also the Sri Lanka
Army is now ready to
perform under motto
“Country before Life”
as a disciplined Army
with their collective
effort. The vast
experiences of the
New Commander of
the Army will gquide
the troops to the

accurate dlrectlon.”

Director (Operations & Systems) at the Office of the Chief of Defence Staff (OCDS), Commandant of Combat
Training School (Ampara), Director General of Psychological Operations, General Officer Commanding of
21 Infantry Division, Commander Security Forces (West), Commander Security Forces (Central), Colonel
of the Regiment of S5ri Lanka National Guard, Commandant, Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force and the
Chairman of Sri Lanka Army Wushu Committee.
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New Commander of the Army Made Obeisance to
Dalada Maligawa

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP R5P
ndu new Commander of the Army soon after
assuming the office as the Commander of the Army
made obeisance to the sacred Sri Dalada Maligawa
{Temple of Tooth) in Kandy on 11 June 2022 and
received blessings. Mrs Janaki Liyanage President,
Army Seva Vanitha Unit and family members also
joined the religious event.

The Commander of the Army met Maha Sanga of
Malwatte and Asgiriya Chapter and Mr Nilanga Dela
Bandara the chieftain (Divawadana Nilame) of the
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Commander Received Blessings of Sri Maha Bodhi,
Ruwanweli Seya and Sacred Places

T % I

The 24" Commander of the Army,
Lieutenant General H L ¥V M Liyanage
RWP RSP ndu new Commander of the
Army visited the sacred Jaya Sri Maha
Bodhiya, Ruwanweli Maha Seya and the
Mirisawetiva Dagoba in Anuradhapura
sacred city on 11 June 2022,

During the visit, he made customary
offerings to the Maha Sangha, including
the Chief Incumbent for 'Atamasthana’
and Chief Sanga Nayaka of the North
and Central Venerable Pallegama
Siriniwasabhidana Nayake Thero, Chief
Incumbent of Ruwanweli Mahaseya
Venerable  Pallegama  Sirisumana
Rathanapala Hemarathna Nayake Thero
and Chief Incumbent of Mirisawetiya
Venerable Eethalawetunuwewe
Gnanathilake Thero. The Maha Sangha
invoked the blessings on the new
Commander of the Army.

Wirs Janaki Liyanage, President, Army
Seva Vanitha Unit, family members,
senior Officers including Major General
MG WW W M C B Wickramasinghe RWP
RSP ndu psc Military Secretary attended
those religious programmes.
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New Commander of the Army Paid Courtesies to Navy
and Air Force Commanders

The 24" Commander of the Army, Lieutenant General H L. V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu made a courtesy
call on Vice Admiral Nishantha Ulugetenna, Commander of the Navy at his office on 6 June 2022.

The 24* Commander of the Army, Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu made a courtesy
call on Air Marshal Sudarshana Pathirana Commander of the Air Force at his office on 6 June 2022,

The 24* Commander of the Army, Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu after assuming his
Office made a courtesy visit to the Police Headquarters on 10 June 2022. Officers, lady Officers and Police
Special Task Force offered a Guard Turnout for the new Commander of the Army at the entrance.
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Red Carpet Welcome to the New Commander at his
Mother Regiment

Newly appointed Commander of the Army,
Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP
RSP ndu accepted the office of the Colonel
of the Regiment, Gajaba Regiment (GR) in a
formal felicitation ceremony on 18 June 2022
amid military ceremonials, greetings and best
wishes of veterans of the Gajaba Regiment, at
‘Home of Keterians' in Saliyapura on 18 June
2022,

The Commander recalled treasured memories
of the GR's Founding Father, late Major
General Wijaya Wimalaratne placing a floral
wreath during the event. Then he saluted the
statue of the architect of the Gajaba Regiment
and paid tribute to his memory in a solemn
moment. The special Guard of Honour with
560 troops representing 20 Battalions was
offered to the newly appointed Commander of
the Army thereafter.

His visit to the GR Headquarters as the 24™
Army Chief was made more memorable when
the GR Centre Commandant invited him to
leave a symbol of eternal memory in the
complex by planting an ironwood sapling.
Next, he appeared for the group photographs
with Officers and interacted with a group of
Senior Officers of the Cadet Officers’ Intake No.
26 who were present at the occasion including
Major General T ] Kodithuwakku RWP RSP
ndu Chief of Staff and Former Commander
Security Forces (Wanni), C D Ranasinghe
EWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces
{(Wanni) and Major General D G § Senarath
Yapa BWP RSP ndu Commandant Sri Lanka
Army Volunteer Force.
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Commander’s Maiden Troop Address Set Out His Future
Plans

L4 ¢

My vision is to maintain a
high level of professional
standards in the
organisation and assure
the safequarding of the
Sri Lankan Constitution,
people, and democracy
while defending the
country [from internal or
external threats 99

|  COMMANDEN OF THE ARMY

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyvanage RWP RSP
ndu addressed a representative group of all ranks
at the Army Headquarters after he took over as
the 24* Commander of the Army on 16 June 2022.
During his troop address, he explained his vision
and future plans for the betterment of the Sri Lanka
Army. He also explained further the importance of
safeguarding the Nation identifying the national
requirements.

Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP
RSP ndu Commander of the Army addressed
all Staff Officers, Commanders of Security
Force Headquarters, Commanders of Forward
Maintenance Areas, Generals Officer Commanding,
Brigade Commanders, Commandants of Training
Schools, Commanding Officers of Units on the
Commander's Vision after assuming the duties on
15 june 2022,

- Commangder of the Army

During the address, Commander of the Army
explained the vision on the action plan, strategic
aspects and National Security and Nation Building
while paying special attention to food security and
Agriculture and Food Security Projects.

The new Commander further emphasised that
fulfilling the administration and quartering
requirement of all soldiers is also included in the
prime responsibility. He also stated that Sri Lanka
Army should always be prepared to face any
challenge or emergency and dedicated to the nation-
building, disaster management roles, and now the
cultivation of food crops. As an organisation that
has won the hearts, minds and respect of the people
in the country, it is required to maintain a high
level of professional standards in the organisation
and assist sister services as well as the Police when
necessary.

As the most organised establishment in the country, Sri Lanka Army is bonded to provide its service to
save the victimised Hublic.in any circumstances whenever the country is in a hazardous event including
natural disasters and special crises as the responsibility of the nation is shouldered on them.
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Green Agriculture Steering Committee of the Army on

o

The Sri Lanka Army launched another gigantic
project establishing its Green Agriculture
Steering Committee (GASC) on 16 June 2022 in
order to supplement and promote the island’s
food security programme by cultivating more
than 1500 acres of barren or abandoned state
lands across the country.

Also, the agricultural project is scheduled
to be initiated covering all island under the
supervision of Lientenant General H L V M
Livanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the
Army and Major General C D Weerasooriya RWP
PSP ndu Deputy Chief of Staff.

The management of the Green Agriculture
Steering Committee of the Army is comprised
of Major General SU M N Manage WWV RWP
RSP psc Director General General Staff, Major
General R A D P Ranawaka RWP RSP USP ndc
CQuarter Master General, Major General W B
5 M Abeysekara RSP USP Director General
Financial Management, Major General S P A
1 M B Samarakoon Hdme Lsc Army Logistics
Commander, Major General M K Jayawardena
RSP USP ndu Chief Field Engineer, and Director
Operations, Director Media, Director Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers, Director Agriculture
& Livestock, Director Research Concept &
Doctrine. The entire project is supervised by
Major General T ] Kodithuwaklku RWP RSP ndu
Chief of Staff.

At the inaugural session, Lieutenant General
H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Commander
of the Army briefed the new committee on the
scope of the national endeavour and how the
Army could join hands with the agricultural
sector to reach national goals and multiply
food production process through immediate
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Food Security Established

cultivation of unattended lands to avert any shortage of
food varieties in future.

As the first phase, island-wide Army troops would
prepare ground soil in those state lands by weeding,
tilling and preparing beds for cultivation of selected
seed varieties in consultation with agricultural experts,
agrarian officers and knowledgeable officers in the
Army Directorate of Agriculture and Livestock which
is already maintaining 16 Army-managed farms and 6
Battalions across the country.

In addition, all Security Force Headquarters and field
formations around the country are currently screenin

possibilities of adding their weight to the task at regiona
level and exploring the ability of using unattended
state lands and paddy fields for the same purpose as
Protectors of the Nation.
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Today, it is harder to find a fuel
station where a queue doesn’t
exist. The stress sometimes
erupts in clashes among the
people in the queue. Arrogant
civilians sometimes create
issues at the fuel stations.

Under such circumstances, the
soldiers deployed in the fuel
stations are shouldering a heavy
responsibility. The soldiers were
deployed to the fuel stations

at the request of the owners of
the fuel stations. Assisting the
government to maintain the law
and order is also one of their
responsibilities of the Armed
Forces. However, the proper
distribution of fuel has been
ensured with this extra security
provided by the soldiers. The
positive comments that they
earned signify the success of

the humanitarian assistance
that the Sri Lanka Army has
rendered over the generations
to safequard the people at their
difficult hours.
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Dr Gamini Goonetilleke, one of the most
renowned Senior Consultant Surgeons in
Sri Lanka, who has made a name for himself
in the annals of medical surgery, presented
the maiden copy of his book, 'Extra Mile-A
Surgeon's Experiences' which narrates his
career spanning more than 40 yearsas a surgeon
in good olden days to Lieutenant General HL V
M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the
Army on 21 June 2022,

During this cordial meeting, the surgeon cum
author explained the background and settings
that inspired him to profile his memorable
experiences in the field of medicine with the
objective of sharing his experiences with the
medical professionals, providing them with
insights of different practices under different
circumstances, and sometimes without
facilities or equipment necessary for conduct
of his professional obligations that began from
Polonnaruwa District Hospital.

The Commander of the Army thanking him for
the gesture spoke high of his commitment to
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Rear Admiral Anura Ekanayake, Director
General of Sri Lanka Coast Guard (DG-SLCG)
paid a courtesy call on Lieutenant General H
L VM Livanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of
the Army, on 23 June 2022 at the Commander's
office at the Army Headquarters.

During this discussion, the DG-SLCG
extended compliments and best wishes on
the appointment of the Commander of the
Army and briefed him on the role and tasks of
the Cpastal Guards as well as planned future
projects.

the duties for decades as a reputed surgeon among
both medical community and the general public as
he was instrumental in saving thousands of lives
of innocent patients while serving in many remote
areas in the country.

A three-member group of the Gajaba Veterans'
Association called on their newly-appointed Colonel
of the Regiment, Lieutenant General H L. V M Liyanage
RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army on 22 June 2022
at the Army Headquarters with a view to briefing him
on the role of the Association and consulting him on
how the future activities should be planned.

Lieutenant Colonel Deepal Subasinghe (Rtd), President
Gajaba Veterans' Association, Lieutenant Colonel
C ] 5§ Weerakoon (Rtd) Secretary, Gajaba Veterans'
Association and Major C de Silva (Rtd), TreasurerGajaba
Veterans' Association were present at the courtesy
meet.
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New Chief of Staff Assumed Duties

Major General T ] Kodithuwakku RWP RSP ndu took office as the new Chief of Staff (CoS) of the Army,
effective from 8 June 2022, He is one of the most senior veterans in the organisation and also the Colonel
of the Regiment, Sri Lanka Light Infantry.

The 60™ Chief of Staff of the Army placed his signature in an official document at his new office in the
Army Headquarters during a brief ceremony amid religious blessings. He has held many appointments
including Quarter Master General of Sri Lanka Army and Commander Security Forces (Jaffna).

Regimental Centre Sri Lanka Light Infantry (SLLI), in a fitting reception, extended a warm welcome to
their Colonel of the Regiment Major General T ] Kodithuwakku RWP RSP ndu when he formally made his
maiden visit to the Regimental Headquarters on 11 June 2022 upon his recent acceptance of the Army's
second highest office, Chief of Staff.

Brigadier T C K Peiris RWP RSP Centre Commandant, Sri Lanka Light Infantry warmly welcomed new
Chief of Staff offering him Guard Turnout and Guard of Honour following the unique regimental traditions
of the Sri Lanka Army.

After, Chief of Staff appeared in a group photograph with the Officers at the Regimental Office Complex
and offered a floral tribute to the deceased soldiers who made the supreme sacrifices on behalf the
motherland.

In line with the same event, he declared open the new elevator installed providing the access to Auditorium
and Cafeteria. A gathering of Regimental council members, Senior Officers, Officers and Other Ranks
participated in the event.
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New Deputy Chief of Staff assumed the duties

Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP ndu, the newly-appointed Deputy Chief of Staff (DCOS), assumed
duties on 16 June 2022 at his office in Army Headquarters following a religious ceremony.

He served as the Commandant of Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force before he was appointed to the office of
the DCOS. Several senior Officers, Officers and the Staff of the DCOS office attended the occasion.

New Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force Commandant
Aussmed His Office
X | p— 7

Major General D G S Senarath Yapa assumed duties as the 49® Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army
Volunteer Force (SLAVF) amidst military formalities, at the SLAVF Headquarters at Kosgama on 16 June
2022,

He was warmly welcomed offering a Guard Turnout and a Guard of Honour by the troops of Gajaba
Regiment. The Commandant at his inaugural troops address extended his gratitude to all ranks for warm
reception and further underscored that he is looking forward to serving the Volunteer Force while elevating
its standards. He also remembered with honour, the services of the past Commandants, fallen War Heroes
and those wounded in action while appreciating their contribution along with serving members.
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Army Seva Vanitha Unit’s New
President Took over Duties
amid Blessings and Greetings

The 16* President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU)
Mrs Janaki Livanage assumed office on 3 June 2022 at
the office of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit in the Army
Headquarters at Sri Jayawardenapura amid religious
blessings, warm greetings and best wishes.

Mrs Shiromala Kodithuwakku warmely welcomed Mrs
Janaki Liyanage President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit
and Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu
Commander of the Army. New President of the Army Seva
Vanitha Unit assumed the duties following the Buddhist
traditions amidst 'Seth Pirith' chanting of the Maha
Sangha. After, she appeared for a group photograph with
senior members of all Regimental Seva Vanitha Branches.

Seva Vanitha Unit has rendered
a service beyond the welfare
of the Ranaviru Families over
history. As a mother, a sister,

and a partner, military spouses

have been the strength of every
stage of success. It is no doubt
that their service will be further
strengthened under the new
leadership of the Seva Vanitha
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A 'Bodhi Pooja' Conducted at Bellanwila Temple by

Mrs Janaki Liyanage, President, Army Seva
Vanitha Unit, upon assumption of her new office
at the Army Headquarters, attended a special
'Bodhi Pooja' Pinkama at the Bellanwila Raja
Maha Viharaya on 4 June 2022.

Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP
ndu Commander of the Army also joined the 'Bodhi
Pooja' and performed observances. The religious
event was conducted by Venerable Dr Bellanwila
Dhammaratana Thero, Chief Incumbent of
Bellanwila Temple and Chief Sangha Nayake of
Singapore, Incumbent at Paramitha International

Meditation Centre, Kadugannawa and Attidiya Maligawatte Temple and several other monlks.

Seva Vanitha members, Officers and Other Ranks were among those who attended the occasion.

Sri Lanka Signal Corps Se

va Vanitha Branch

=

R ."i..._,_'l.; /

-----------

A new house constructed on behalf of late Staff Sergeant Deshapriva R G S K of 2 (V) Sri Lanka Signal
Corps, who recently died of a heart attack was handed over to his wife on 6 June 2022.

2 (V) Sri Lanka Signal Corps troops contributed their technical expertise and manpower for construction
and the new house was gifted to the widow of Staff Sergeant, Mrs Deshapriva, by Mrs Sajeewani Peiris
Chairperson Sri Lanka Signal Corps Seva Vanitha Branch.

Senior Officers, Officers, Other Ranks of Sri Lanka Signal Corps, members of Sri Lanka Signal Corps Seva
Vanitha Branch, beneficiaries and villagers took part in the brief ceremony.
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S/CR 553286 Corporal
Nilantha Kumara H A PWV RSP
Commando Regiment

Act of Heroism
Exhibited at

Nilaveli &=

Mr HA Anila Kumara and Mrs W A Karuna were
blessed with a son on 20 November 1980. They
named the child “Hettiarachchilage Nilantha
Kumara"”. Nobody Knows that the destiny of
Nilantha Kumara was already written by birth.
He was able to win the love and care of the
family as he was the youngest of the family.

Young Nilantha was admitted to Giribawa
Central College. He excelled not only in
studies but also in extra-curricular activities
including sports such as volleyball, and
cricket. His certificates proved his multi-
talented personality. He was able to uplift
the fame of his school with this talent. With
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the completion of primary education, he
joined Thalagama Piriwena for higher studies
under the guidance of experienced monks.
His school life came to an end with his
appearance to the GCE (O/L) examination.

Soon after the examination, Nilantha came
to his father's friend seeking a job to support
his family. He had strong motivation to find
a good walk of life that could help him to
run his family without being a burden to the
family. In the meantime, he had an idea to
join the Sri Lanka Army as he was driven by
a strong bond with the country. He asked
permission from his family to join the Sri
Lanka Army so; they allowed him to join the
Sri Lanka Army.

With the blessings of the parents, he
appeared for the interview which was held
at the Ganemulla Commando Regiment
Headquarters on 21 July 1999, and joined the
Sri Lanka Army as a recruit, and completed
the preliminary military training at
Commando Regiment at Kudaoya. Soon after
the completion of the training, he returned
home and spent his vacation with the family.

With the termination of the wacation, he
returned to the camp with many hopes and
firm determination as he knew that he had
to undertake a laborious task. Meanwhile,
he successfully initiated the Commando
Selection Course No. 49, on 31 January 2001
and successfully completed it on 09 March
2001. His difference could be observed when
he returned home after finishing the training.

Soon after he returned to the camp and
entered the Commando Advance Course No.
30 and was among the few warriors who
had successfully completed the course on 17
October 2001. He was lucky enough to wear
the maroon beret taking the oath of regular
commando under Direct Enlisted Course No
18. He started his initial duty at Nelumwewa,
Weli Oya under the A Group.

Kalmadu was the second duty area of
Commando Nilantha and while he was on
duty he successfully completed the Airmobile
Course on 18 October 2003 and rejoined
on 08 November 2003. He was with all the
commando qualities including discipline,
and will, and therefore, he was named as
“Gora” among his comrades.

At the meantime, Gora was fallen in love
with a girl from the next village and she was
"Wadiga Arachchilage Malkanthi". Soon the
couple entered wedlock amidst the blessings
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of the parents of the families. At the time he
had completed his s5th year of service in the
military.

He completed the Non-Commissioned
Leadership Training Course which was held
from 31 May 2004 to 9 July 2004. This period
was unforgettable in the life of the warrior, as
he was promoted to the rank of Lance Corporal
with new responsibilities.

This made him qualified as a member of the
Long Range Petrol Team of the Commando
Regiment. The required training was initiated
on 26 April 2006 and terminated on 26 October
2006. After the training, Gora was included
into the Z group of Commando Regiment.

At the time, Mrs Malkanthi, beloved wife of
Gora was dreaming of the most beautiful day
of her life. She was blessed with a child soon
after her marriage and the news made Gora
happier and the couple named their child as
“Kalpani Chamodya Parami”.

At the time, the Humanitarian operation
was launched and following the order issued
by the Pillamulla Army Camp, Gora and his
team were engaged in reconnaissance patrols.
Narakamulla, Thoppigala, Sampur, Mawilaru,
Verugal aru areas were dominated by the
enemies and at that time the Gora's team was
deployed in countering them.

The incredible support that the Gora's team
extended was praiseworthy for the Sri Lanka
Air Force. At the Narakamulla area, Gora and
his team had bravely gone before the enemy
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“I and my
daughter miss
my husband,
But I feel that he
is with us. I do
not repent of his
decision he had

taken on that day’

— Wife —

and destroyed them giving the right targets
for the friendly forces. When he was reaching
“Thoppigala”, Gora said to his team that
this time they would not return without
leaving the Commando and Sri Lankan Flag
at Thoppigala. Lance Corporal Nilantha
Kumara had earned Rana Sura Padakkama
(RSP), Purna Bhumi Padakkama and North
and East Operation Medals as a result of his
bravery exhibited in Thoppigala, Sampur,
Narakamulla, Thopur, Mavilaru areas.

At the time, Sri Lanka Army has escaped the
Eastern area and Wilpattu from the enemy
and limited the enemy to a small area in
Wanni. Meanwhile, the enemies had a plan to
mislead the attention of the Sri Lanka Forces.
With the aim of changing the direction of
the Sri Lanka Army troops, the enemies
conducted a number of activities, and killing
the innocent civilians living in Uva, Southern
and Eastern areas was their plan.

Under these circumstances, maintaining the
law and order was a laborious task. Finding
these small enemy groups was utter difficult
and therefore, Lance Corporal Nilantha and
his team were once deployed for the task.

After a difficult journey, the group reached
the enemy camp in Nilaveli. The team
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observed the enemy and identified that the
camp was having a large number of enemies
but the only weapon that they use was MPMG
weapon. However, destroying the enemy
camp was the most important motive of the
team. As they were planning, the enemy
started to fire at the team with Gora using
the MPMG weapon. The team of Gora also
led the counter-attack taking the ground
advantage into them. The enemy counter fire
also seemed no stop but escalating. Due to the
enemy fire, the branches of the nearby trees
fell dkown. The team of Gora realised that they
cannot move ahead in this situation. So, Gora
decided to get close to the enemy fire spots
secretly.

At the time, the enemy was firing at the Gora's
team like rain. Gora had one intention that
was to save his team and make the mission
success. Suddenly the heroic Gora took the
MPMG and fired at the enemy surprising all
of the team members. Before the sharp fire
of the Gora, the enemy fire became suddenly
stopped. The hero who opened the path to his
fellow members had to face the terrible fire
of the enemy. Gora fell on the ground with
the pride that he led his team and his mission
success.

The heroic warrior was awarded the Parama
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Veera Vibhushanaya on 15
July 2013 by then President
His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa for the heroic act
of safegpuarding his team
members by destroying
the enemy and his weapon
amidst the rain of bullets
fired at him at the battle of
Nilaveli.

The beloved wife of this
warrior Wadigaarachchilage
Malkanthi gave a birth to
their child on 12 December
2006 and she is the only child
of the couple and presently
she is studying at grade 8
at Galahitivawa Hemamali
College.

Extracted From
- \ Uththamachara Published by

Sri Lanka Army Headquarters

Divisional Administrative Area (DAA) Demonstration by
DSCSC and Lsc Students

Under the fullest supervision of Major General
K A W S Rathnayaka ndu Commander Forward
Maintenance Area (East), a demonstration for the
officers following the Defence Services Command
and Staff College Course No. 16 and Logistic
Command Course No. 08 of Army School of Logistics
were held on 7 June 20232,

78 Officers of Defence Services Command and Staff
College Course No.16 and 31 Officers from Logistic
Command Course No. 08 including foreign and local
Officers witnessed the Divisional Administrative
Area (DAA) Demonstration conducted at the Army
Logistic Command units and Forward Maintenance -
Area (East). e =

Major General I HM N N Herath RSP USP psc Commandant of Defence Services Command and Staff
Cul;ege and Brigadier E M M Fernando Hdmc AATO Lsc Commandant Army School of Logistics and Chief
Instructors, students of the course wimessed the demonstration.
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Security Forces Headquarters (Jaffna) Organised a
Cricket Match

The Security Force Headquarters (Jaffna) organised the annual 'S Nagarathnam Memorial Championship
Trophy' eleven ‘A’ side softball cricket match at Thyiddy Star Sports Grounds on 4 June 2022 under the
supervision of Major General D G S Senarath Yapa RWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna)
with the intention to promote the goodwill between civilians and Sri Lanka Army. The cricket match
between Thyiddy Star Sports Cricket Team and Palmyra Club Cricket Team generated much enthusiasm
among cricket lovers in the area who flocked the grounds to witness the finals. After a very close tussle,
Thyiddy Star Sports Cricket Team emerged as champions having scored 85 runs for 1 wicket in 9 overs
against their rival's,

Mr Sriya Sri, Divisional Secretary of Thelippalai Divisional Secretariat, Major General D G S Senarath Yapa
RWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna), General Officers Commanding of 51 and 52 Infantry
Divisions, Mrs 5§ Nagarathnam, Grama Niladhari of Mylliddy and Other Ranks participated in the event.

Jaffna Troops Contributed to ‘Clean and Green’
Campaign on World Environment Day

it = T

On the directions and guidance of Major General D G S Senarath Yapa RWP RSP ndu the Commander,
Security Forces (Jaffna), few programmes to revive ecosystem have been implemented coinciding with
the World Environment Day in Jaffna Peninsula on s June 2022.

Accordingly, troops of the Security Force Headquarters (Jaffna) and local civilians together organised a
clean-up operation along the coastal belt of Myliddy Beach aiming to encourage the people to keep these
beautiful beaches free from polythene and other plastic related pollutants.

Further, a tree planting programme to restore the ecosystem and distribution of coconut saplings to
people in the peninsula also took place to mark the World Environment Day.
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17 SLNG Warmed a New House for a Family in Kuchchaveli

Major General G R R P Jayawardena RWP RSP ndu
Commander, Security Forces (East) vested a newly-
constructed house for a needy family at Kuchchaveli,
Nilaveli in Trincomalee during his maiden field visit
to the 17 Sri Lanka National Guard camp on 7 June
2022,

The dream of the family came into a reality with the
generosity extended by Mr Jayasanka Perera and Mrs
Madusha Perera, in Australia. 17 Sri Lanka National
Guard troops built the house using their technical
and engineering skills within a few months.

The brief house warming ceremony was attended by
Major General W B W M R 5 P Aluvihare RWP RSP
General Officer Commanding, 22 Infantry Division,
Colonel 8 AU A Solangarachchi RSP psc Commander
221 Infantry Brigade, P G L Hemakumara
Commanding Officer, 17 Sri Lanka Light Infantry,
family members of beneficiaries, troops and several 8
villagers were associated with the inauguration.

Security Force Headquarters (East) Organised a Dansala
on the Poson FuII Moon Poya Dﬂy

Under the dlrectmns of Major General GRRP Jarawardena RWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces
(East), the troops of Security Force Headquarters (East) organised a Manioc and Jack Dansala at Welikanda
town on 14 June 2022 in line with the Poson full moon poya day.

The dansala was opened from 1000 hrs to 1400 hrs for the civilians. The Senior Officers, Officers and
Other Ranks of Security Force Headquarters (East) participated in the event.

Dansal in line with Poson Full Moun Poya Day

A jack dansala was organsied under the instructions of Commading Officer of 6 Field Regiment of Sri
Lanka Artillery in line with the Poson Full Moon Poya Day, by the troops of 6 Field Regiment of Sri Lanka
Artillery. The devotees on pilgrimage in Panagoda and Habarakada were benefited from the charity work.
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Badge Awarding Ceremony of Long Range Patrol
Course No. 16

Two Officers and thirty-nine Other
Ranks of Commando Regiment embraced
with prestigious Long Range Patrol
(LRP) insignia on 27 May 2022 at Long
Range Patrol Nest Commando Regiment,
Vavuniya during the Badge Awarding
Ceremony of the Long Range Patrol Course
No. 16. Major General A K GK UGnanarame
ndc psc Commander, 1 Corps and Colonel
of the Regiment, Commando Regiment
(CR) graced the Long Range Patrol Badge
Awarding ceremony as the Chief Guest.

The ceremony coloured with awarding of
LRP badges and awarding LRP knife to the
newly graduated Officers and Other Ranks.

Award for the “Best LRP" student of
the course was won by Captain TB T N
Rupasena CR, “Best 8 Men Team” of the
course was awarded to A1o1 Team, “Best
Navigator of the Course” was awarded
to Lance Corporal Pushpakumara B | and
“Best Shooter Award" was awarded to
Lance Corporal Perera K N D The Chief
Guest addressed the gathering and
extended his best wishes to all newly
qualified LRP members. Further, special
mementos were awarded to Major General
KA Samarasiri RWP RSP USP and Brigadier
D N ] Fernando RSP USP in appreciation
of their invaluable service rendered to the
3 Commando Regiment as Commanding
Officers in “LRP NEST".

1 Corps Joined ‘Vesak’ Commemoration

Troops of 1 Corps organised a series of religious activities at 1 Corps Headquarters premises in Kilinochchi
to celebrate the Vesak Full Moon Poya Day on 15 May, under the guidance of Major General AK GK U
Gnanaratne ndc psc Commander, 1 Corps, Sri Lanka Army. It also included a donation of relief item for
needy people in the area and a Bodhi Pooja was conducted at the 1 Corps Headquarters premises to bless
the nation and all troops of 1 Corps, Sri Lanka Army by Venerable Ingiriyve Dharmalankara Thero, the Chief
Incumbent of Lumbini Temple Kilinochchi.

Later, Brigadier Admin and Quartering, inaugurated the evening programme by lighting a colourful Vesak
lantern at Iranamadu Junction, crafted by troops of the 11 Engineer Services Regiment. Also hundreds of
Vesak lanterns were displayed along the 1 Corps Headquarters premises and adjacent area.
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Humanitarian Aid for the Mullaitivu People

A community welfare programme
to distribute the dry ration packs to
the needy families in 682 Infantry
Brigade areas was held under the
guidance of Major General W A S
5 Wanasinghe RSP USP on 11 June
2022,

During the same project, another
41 Children of needy families were
provided extra meal packs for 6
months by inviting them to the M/
Mathalan Roman Catholic School in
Mullaitivu and dry ration parcels for
175 needy civilians in the area. The
financial generosity for the charity
work was provided by Sri Siddhartha
Foundation in Thalagala, Tan Ngak &
Kee Meng Leng Foundation Limited
in Singapore, Fitness Place in Matale
and Mr Pragalitha Pushpakumara,
the owner of JSBECLLC Co. Ltd in
Dubai and Saasanarakshaka Bala
Mandalaya of Kalutara.

Following the concept of Major General W A § S Wannisinghe RSP USP ndu Commander Security Forces
(Mullaitivu) school shoes were distributed for the students of under privileged families of M/ Udayarkattu
Maha Vidyalaya on 7 May 2022. The charity programme was organised, under the mediation of General
Officer Commanding 68 Infantry Division anj‘ Commander 681 Infantry Brigade, by 6 Gemunu Watch and
9 Sri Lanka National Guard. Commander Security Forces (Mullaitivu) attended the event as the Chief Guest
and General Officer Commanding 68 Infantry Division and Commander 681 Infantry Brigade, Officers,
Other Ranks, school children and teachers participated in the event.
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Gifts Were Extended for the Winners of the
National Vesak Festival 2022

45 LR L | iy .
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The National Vesak Festival was held at ancient Kuragala Rajamaha Viharaya from 15 to 21 May 2022.
Marking this special day, a Vesak lanterns competition was held at ancient Kuragala Rajamaha Viharaya
with the participation of the Sri Lanka Army, Navy and Air Force.

Apart from the Army, four wings from the Sri Lanka Air Force and five commands from the Sri Lanka
Navy also participated in the Vesak lanterns competition and among those lanterns, the Civil Engineering
Wing of the Air Force and the Western Naval Command of the Navy have won the first places respectively.

Accordingly, the winners were awarded gifts under the patronage of Major General D M K D B Pussella
RWP RSP Commander, Security Forces (West) and the Chairman of Army Buddhist Association with the
participation of several senior Officers at the Security Forces Headquarters (West) on 30 May 2022.

Security Forces Headquarters (West) Organised a

Series of Programme
Security Forces
Headquarters (West),
Volunteer Force

Headquarters and Sri
Lanka Army National

Guard Headquarters
organised a 'Seela
Samadhi' Programime

at the Bodhirajaramaya
Army Temple to coincide
with the Poson Poya day
2022,

The instructions and
guidance for organising
this 'Seela Samadhi'
programine Were given
by Major General D M K
D B Pussella RWP RSP
Commander, Security
Forces (West) and the
Chairman of  Army
Buddhist Association.
Further, about 130 Army
personnel of  Army
Cantonment, Panagoda
and Volunteer Force
Headquarters were
present at the event.
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Sri Lanka Army Distributed Essential Food Items among
Needy Families

On the guidance and direction of Major General M K S Silva RWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces
(Central), troops coordinated a distribution programme of dry ration packs and essential food items for
low- income families residing in Craig Estate Punagala in Bandarawela area on 26 May 2022.

100 families were gifted dry rations worth of Rs 5000.00 inclusive of samba rice, onions, dhal, salt, spices,
salmon, sugar and soya meat. The donors from Canada extended financial donations for the welfare
programme. The distribution event was graced by the Commander Security Forces (Central) and Senior
Officers, Other Ranks, Superintendent, Craig Tea Estate, troops and residents joined in the programme.
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Army Troops Distributed Ration Packs among
Deserving Families in Badulla

On the directions and coordination of Major General
M K § Silva RWP RSP ndu Commander, Security
Forces (Central), dry ration packs with essential
items worth of Rs 2.25 milion were distributed
among 1400 families during a formal ceremony
held at Kahattewela Sri Subodharamaya temple in
Bandarawela on 20 May 2022. The charity event
was funded by Talagala Sri Siddhartha Foundation
and Tan Ngak & Kee Meng Lang Foundation Limited
(Singapore). The simple charity event was presented
by religions leaders, Senior Army Officers, residents
and troops.
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Sr: Lanka Smhu Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch

The 12* Chairperson of the 5ri Lanka
Sinha Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch,
Mrs Omila Jayawardane assumed
the office on 23 May 2022 at the Sri
Lanka Sinha Regiment Seva Vanitha
Office at the Regimental Headquarters,
Ambepussa, amid religious blessings,
warm greetings, best wishes and 'Seth
Pirith' chantings. After taking over the
duties, the new Chairperson shared
her thoughts on the possibilities of
enhancing the welfare of the soldiers of
the Regiment.

Senior Officers, members of the Seva
Vanitha Branch, and Staff Officers of
the Regimental Headquarters were also
present at the occasion.

9284 cup, s@m
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THE GE MUNU WaATCH ) Mrs Ruvini Lamahewa assumed

THA BRanc duties as the new Chairperson
of the Gemunu Watch Seva
Vanitha Branch at a simple
ceremony, held at the Gemunu
Watch Regimental Centre at
Kuruwita on 13 May 2022.
Several Senior Officers were
also present at the event.

On account of the Poson Poya Day, (14 June 2022) the Mechanized Infantry Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch
held a free eatery (Dansela) of Manioc at the Dambuluhalmillawewa Model School playground under
the patronage of Major General C D Weerasooriya RWP RSP Colonel Commandant, Mechanized Infantry
Regiment and Mrs Dhanusha Weerasuriya Chairperson, Mechanized Infantry Regiment Seva Vanitha
Branch.
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An art competition was held at the Military Intelligence Corps Headquarters, Karandeniya on the theme
of “How I see the Sinhala and Tamil New Year” under the supervision of Mrs Manori Salley Chairperson,
Military Intelligence Corps Seva Vanitha Branch on 30 April 2022. The children of the personnel serving in
the Military Intelligence Corps Regimental Headquarters were ﬂarlicipated in under three age categories

on unit levels. The winners received financial incentives worth of Rs 2500.00. Also the winners of the
first round including 1** , 27, 3* places were awarded Rs 7000.00, Rs. 5000.00, Rs 3000.00. The monthly
alms-giving project for elders at Warusawithana Elders' Home at Ambalangoda took place on 28 May
2022 with Mrs Manori Sallay, Chairperson, Military Intelligence Corps Seva Vanitha Branch and members
in memory of deceased war Heroes. Accordingly, ladies provided all three meals for the day to 11 inmates
inclusive of 2 males and 9 females at this Elders' Home in Polwatte, Ambalangoda.

Sri Lanka Army Service Corps Seva Vanita Branch

Mrs. Thushari Wanigasekara as the
Chairperson of the Sri Lanka Army
Service Corps Seva Vanita Branch
recently started her duties at the Sri
Lanka Army Service Corps Regimental
Centre at an auspicious moment. Many
members of the Seva Vanita branch
participated in this event

The Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps Seva Vanitha Branch organised a blood donation programime at Colombo
Army Hospital on 7 June 2022. Over 300 Officers and Other Ranks working at the Colombo Army Hospital
volunteered to give blood for the benefit of Army patients and patients at the Colombo National Hospital.
Dr. Namalee Thilakarathna Vice-Chairperson of Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps Seva Vanitha Branch and a
few senior Seva Vanitha members participated in the event. Similarly, Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps Seva
Vanitha Branch gifted T-shirts to all those who volunteered to donate blood.
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Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical Engineers Seva
Vanitha Branch

The Sri Lanka Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers Seva
Vanitha Branch organised a
mobile Eye Clinic for the Officers,
Other Ranks and civil staff at Sri
Lanka Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers Workshop, Kosgama
on 23 March 2022. The eye
galsses were distributed under
the patronage of Helpage Sri
Lanka Institute and school
items were also distributed to
the children of civil staff. The
charity event was held under
the patronage of Major General
SPAI1M B Samarakoon Hdme Lsc and Mrs Nandni Samarakoon Chairperson, Sri Lanka Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers Seva Vanitha Branch.

Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps Seva Vanitha
Branch

The Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps Seva
Vanitha Branch in collaboration with the Regimental
Centre Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps
organised a "Bodhi Puja' at Sri Bodhirajaramaya in
Panagoda in order to invoke blessings on students,
ready to sit the G.C.E. (Ordinary Level) Exam on
21 May 2022, The children of the Sri Lanka Army
members serving in the Regimental Headquarters
in Army Cantonment, Panagoda also participated
in the religious event. Mrs Eranga Hewawasam
Chairperson, Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps
Seva Vanitha Branch, Centre Commandant, Officers
and Other Ranks participated in the event.

/I

Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture and Livestock Seva
Vanitha Branch

Dry Ration packs distribution programme was held at the Leela Witharana Elders' Home at Warapalana,
Yakkala on account of the Poson Full Moon Poya day, under the conceptual layout of Mrs Shanthi
Abeysekera Chairperson, Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture and Livestock Seva Vanitha Branch on
14 June 2022. Colonel Commandant of Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture and Livestock and Director
General Financial Management Major General W B 5 M Abeysekera RSP USP participated in the event.
Other requirements of the Elders’ Home were also inquired by the Sri Lanka Army Corps of Agriculture
and Livestock Seva Vanitha Branch.

30 JUNE 2022







	1.pdf (p.1)
	2.pdf (p.2)
	3.pdf (p.3)
	4.pdf (p.4)
	5.pdf (p.5)
	6.pdf (p.6)
	7.pdf (p.7)
	8.pdf (p.8)
	9.pdf (p.9)
	10.pdf (p.10)
	11.pdf (p.11)
	12.pdf (p.12)
	13.pdf (p.13)
	14.pdf (p.14)
	15.pdf (p.15)
	16.pdf (p.16)
	17.pdf (p.17)
	18.pdf (p.18)
	19.pdf (p.19)
	20.pdf (p.20)
	21.pdf (p.21)
	22.pdf (p.22)
	23.pdf (p.23)
	24.pdf (p.24)
	25.pdf (p.25)
	26.pdf (p.26)
	27.pdf (p.27)
	28.pdf (p.28)
	29.pdf (p.29)
	30.pdf (p.30)

