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Young Defenders of the Nation passed out

352 more full-fledged Officer Cadets vowed
to protect the Motherland passed out on
17 December 2022 from the Sri Lanka
Military Academy (SLMA). Honourable
Ranil Wickremesinghe the President of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
graced the event as the Chief Guest at the
invitation of Lieutenant General H L V M
Livanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the
Army.

A total of 352 Officer Cadets from Intakes
89, 91, 91 B, 5C 19, Lady Intake 19, 61 (V},
61 (A) and Lady Intake 18 (V) including three
foreign Officer Cadets of the Maldives and
Zambia passed out during this dignified
ceremony.

“The dignified event
marked a significant
chapter of the Sri Lanka
Military Academy. These
bold youth stepped to
the Sri Lanka Army as
the future Defenders of
the valorous Army who
brought peace to the
island”
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Honourable Premitha Bandara Tennakoon State Minister of Defence, Mr. Sagala Ratnayake Chief of Staff
of the President and Senior Advisor to the President, General D G H K Gunaratne (Rtd) WWV RWP RSP
USP ndec psc MPhil Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP
nde psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Lieutenant General H L VM Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Commander
of the Army, Defence Advisors/Attachés, Tri-Service Senior Officers, Commandant of Sri Lanka Military
Academy, Senior Officers, parents and next of kins of Officer Cadets participated in the passing out.

SLMA graduates presented final research study to the
President
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Presentation of the final research study of Officer Cadets who passed out on 17 December 2022 at the
Sri Lanka Military Academy (SLMA), presented their well-prepared compendium of research findings
under the theme ‘Russia — Ukraine Conflict and its Effects on South Asia’ to the audience, followed by an
interactive question-answer session with the audience. Honourable Ranil Wickremesinghe the President
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka graced the thought-provoking session at the invitation
of Lieutenant General HL VM Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army.

The President also joined to release the 5ri Lanka Military Academy journal, uploading its e-copy at the
invitation of Major General WW HR RV M N D K B Nivangoda RWP RSP USP ndu psc Commandant, Sri
Lanka Military Academy. Honourable Premitha Bandara Tennakoon State Minister of Defence, Mr. Sagala
Ratnayake Chief of Staff of the President and Senior Advisor to the President, General D G H K Gunaratne
(Rtd) WWV RWP RSP USP ndc psc MPhil Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, General Shavendra Silva
WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Lieutenant General HL VM Livanage RWP
RSP ndu Commander of the Army, Major General C D Weerasuriva RWP RSP ndu Chief of Staff and a
gathering of Senior Officers and other dignitaries were present at the location.
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Graduation of the Command and Staff Course

The graduation ceremony of the Defence Services Command and Staff College (DSCSC) Course No.16 took
place at the Nelum Pokuna Theatre on 8 December 2022, Honourable Ranil Wickremesinghe the President
of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka graced the event as the Chief Guest. General D G H K
Gunaratne ( Rtd) WWV EWP RSP USP ndc psc MPhil Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, together with
General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Tri Forces
Commanders warmly welcomed the Chief Guest to the graduation ceremony. Chief Guest President Ranil
Wickremesinghe awarded special accolades to student officers excelled in academics during the ceremony.

Accordingly, 149 undergraduates, including 76 Army, 26 Navy and 25 Air Force Officers and 22 Officers
from Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Maldives, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal and
Zambia received their graduation from the Chief Guest before the host of reputed scholars and invitees.

The DSCSC at Sapugaskanda, was established with the aim of developing command and staff attributes,
knowledge and understanding of selected student Officers of the tri-services, Sri Lanka Police and foreign
countries with the aim of preparing them for command and staff whilst imparting knowledge on state
administrative procedures in the public sector.

Mr. Sagala Rathnayake Chief of Staff to the President and Senior Advisor to the President, General
Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP nde psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Lieutenant General HL V
M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army, Vice Admiral Nishantha Ulugethenna Commander of
the Navy, Air Marshal Sudarshana Pathirana Commander of the Air Force, Heads of Dilplnmatic Missions
and other members of the Diplomatic Corps, Members of the Board of Management of the DSCSC, Major

General B K G M L Rodrigo RSP psc 1G Commandant DSCSC, former members of the academia, senior
Officers of the tri-services, Mrs. Janaki Livanage President, Army Seva Vanitha Unit, spouses, parents and
next of kin of the graduates participated in the ceremony.
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Commander handed over Attaché Case to the President

The ‘Attaché Case’, which is
also known as the Presidential
Dispatch Bag, was crafted jointly
by the Directorate of Electrical
and Mechanical Engineers
(DEME) and the Directorate
of Information Technology
on the instructions of the
Commander was handed over
to the President on 2 December
2022 by Lieutenant General H
L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu
Commander of the Army at the
Presidential Secretariat.

The ‘Attaché Case’ is a
sophisticated briefcase generally
carried by world leaders as a
tradition to carry their important and classified documents during official travelling. Introducing this
world-class tradition to Sri Lanka, the President directed the Sri Lanka Army to craft this Presidential
dispatch bag to quality of international standards.

Under the guidance and direct supervision of the Commander of the Army, a group of skilled experts in
the relevant field, headed by Major General ] A R S K Jayasekara USP psc Director General, Directorate of
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, designed the state-of-the-art Dispatch Bag as per specifications
given by the Presidential Secretariat incorporating high-end technology.

Commando Regiment (CR) Regimental Centre at Ganemulla added a new two-storied administrative
building complex on 19 December 2022 during a brief ceremony. General D G H K Gunaratne (Rtd) WWV
RWP RSP USP ndc psc MPhil Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, graced the inaugural event as the Chief
Guest, together with General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence
Staff and Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army.

Major General A K G K U Gnanarathne ndc psc Colonel of the Regiment, Commando Regiment along with
Brigadier BM S K K Dharmawardena RWP RSP USP Centre Commandant, Commando Regiment welcomed
the distinguished guests for the warming ceremony offering the Chief Guest a Guard Turnout.

After warming the complex, the invitees had a close look visiting every section of the new office complex
and planted a sapling in the premises. Senior Officers including, Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP
ndu Chief of Staff, Major General D G 5 Senarath Yapa RWP RSP ndu Deputy Chief of Staff, Senior Officers,
Officers and Other Ranks were associated with the ceremonial opening ceremony.
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K'Mas festive sentiments filled the Army Headguarters
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Sharing the compliments of the seasonal greetings, the Sri Lanka Army heralded Christmas and the dawn

of Mew Year, holding its annual Christmas Carols service at Nelum Pokuna auditorium on 20 December
2022,

General D G H K Gunaratne (Rtd) WWV RWP RSP USP ndc psc MPhil Secretary to the Ministry of Defence,
graced the spectacle as the Chief Guest at the invitation of Lieutenant General H L VM Liyanage RWP RSP
ndu Commander of the Army and the Army Christian Fellowship.

The colourful event was filled with odes to Jesus Christ, harmony among all, exchanging the greetings
and compliments of the season spreading the good waves for world peace and prosperity. The message
circulated in all three major languages; Sinhala, Tamil and English. #ev Fr Jude Sharman shared the
Christmas message among all during the event.

General Sshavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staf, Lieutenant General
HLVM Livanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army, Vice Admiral Privantha Perera Commander of
the Navy, Air Marshal Sudarshana Pathirana Commander of the Air Force, C D Wickramaratne Inspector
General of Police, Major General (Rtd) N R Lamahewage RWP RSP ndu Director General Civil Security
Department, Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP ndu Chief of Staff, Major General D G S Senarath
Yapa RWP RSP ndu Deputy Chief of Staff and a distinguished gathering attended the seasonal arrangement
together with their spouses.
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Officers graduated in Logistics Staif Course

31 middle-grade Officers, including Army (26) Navy (02), Air Force (01), Bangladesh (01), Nepal (01)
followed the one-year long Logistics Staff Course No. 8 (LSC) at Army School of Logistics (ASL) graduated
on 9 December 2022 during a simple ceremony held at Colombo Defence Services College auditorium.

Lieutenant General H LV M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army at the invitation of Brigadier
E M M Fernando Hdme Lsc AATO Commandant, Army School of Logistics attended the occasion as the
Chief Guest. Commandant, Army School of Logistics and Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP ndu
Chief of Staff warmly welcomed him for the occasion. During the event, the Chief Guest also joined to
distribute the symbolic parchments containing certificates to all 31 graduates amid applause. Major RA A
Senaviratne of Sri Lanka Army Service Corps secured the ‘Best Logistic Planner’ award and Major N CC
P Nawarathna of Sri Lanka Army Service Corps secured the ‘Best Overall Performance in the LSC - No. &'
during the graduation ceremony. The official school journal ‘Golden Log 2021- 2022’ was also launched
as one more formality in the agenda during the graduation.

Addressing the graduated Officers, Commander of the Army outlined the importance of following
professional courses on Logistics and their application for the betterment of any organisation. The Logistics
Staff Course (LSC), as the highest professional course in the fields of Logistics and Administration, grooms
Officers of the Sri Lanka Army for the resolution of logistical and administrative issues, related to their
profession and conduct of routine procedures.

Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP ndu Chief of Staff, Major General D G S Senarath Yapa RWP RSP
ndu Commandant, Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force, Major General D B S N Bothota RWP RSP USP psc
Military Secretary, Major General A C Lamahewa WWV RWP RSP Director General Infantry, Major General
G R R P Jayawardena RWP RSP ndu Quarter Master General, Major General S P A 1 M B Samarakoon
Hdme Lsc Commander, Army Logistic Command, Major General W M R R W W H | B Wanigasekara USP
Master General Ordnance, Senior Officers, Officers, scholars and several other invitees of high profile
participated in.
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Army Commander awarded scholarships and NUQ
certificates

The final certificate-awarding ceremony for 30 Army personnel who successfully qualified in the
internationally-recognised National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) Level 4 and 3 after following different
technical courses at the Ranaviru Resource Centre (RRC) took place on 27 December 2022 at the Army
Headquarters during a simple ceremony.

Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army adding importance to the
achievements joined the awarding ceremony as the Chief Guest. Brigadier 5 C Ekanayake RSP Director,
Directorate of Rehabilitation and Brigadier R P A R P Rajapaksa RSP Director Directorate of Welfare jointly
welcomed the Chief Guest to the occasion.

In line with the same event, the Directorate of Welfare at the Army Headquarters concurrently awarded
scholarships to children of Army families who performed well in the recent G.C.E Advanced Level
Examinations with the aim of supporting their continued university and higher education. The State
Mortgage and Investment Bank, Dialog Axiata together with the Directorate of Welfare at the Army
Headquarters extended their sponsorship for the project. 8 scholarships, each worth Rs. 120,000.00 for a
period of one year also gave away in the same occasion.

Lieutenant General H L V M Livanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army, together with Major
General C D Weerasuriyva RWP RSP ndu Chief of Staff of the Army, Officers and Other Ranks, beneficiaries,
representatives from Vocational Training Authority of Sri Lanka and State Mortgage and Investment Bank
were present at the ceremony.
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Chief of the Naval Staff of Indian Navy met Army
Commander

The Chief of the Naval Staff of the Indian Navy, Admiral R |
Hari Kumar PVSM AVSM VSM ADC, called on Lieutenant §
General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the
Army on 13 December 2022 at the Army Headquarters during
his visit to promote existing bilateral relations and maritime
co-operation further among nations in the region.

The Chief of Naval Statf of the Indian Navy was warmly :
welcomed to the Sri Lanka Army Headquarters presenting | ¢
a Guard Turnout and a Guard of Honour. After introducing
the Principal Staff Officers of the Army Headquarters, the
Commander of the Army exchanged views on bilateral
matters of concern to both the Sri Lanka Army and the =
Indian Navy including maritime security in the region. RWP RSP USP psc Military Secretary were
Major General S UM N Manage WWV RWP RSP psc Director also associated with the discussion at the
General General Staff and Major General D B § N Bothota Commander’s office.

Newly-appointed Navy Commander met Army
Commander

The recently-appointed Commander of the Navy, Vice Admiral Priyantha Perera made his first courtesy call
on Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army at the Army Headquarters
in Sri Jayawardenepura on 28 December 2022. Colonel D K R Perera Commander, Army Headquarters
Brigade formally welcomed the new Navy Commander amidst fluttering Army flags and ceremonial Guard
Turnout. The cordial discussions held between the Commander of the Army and Commander of the Navy
shared thoughts on national security concerns, the bonds of understanding and goodwill. At the end of
the cordial meeting, a special memento was presented to the Navy Commander. Senior officers including
Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP ndu Chief of Staff, Major General S W M Fernando WWV RWP
RSP USP ndc psc, Military Secretary, Major General M G W W W M C B Wickramasinghe RWP RSP ndu psc
Adjutant General were also associated with the event.

Senegal's Defence Attache met Army Commander

Colonel Abdoulaye Traore the Military, Naval and Air Force Attaché ’

of the Embassy of Senegal in India, accredited to Sri Lanka, paid
a courtesy call on Lieutenant General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP
ndu Commander of the Army at the Army Headquarters on 9
December 2022,

During the interactions, Colonel Abdoulaye Traore exchanged
views on bilateral cooperation and general matters of concern to
both countries. The meeting also paved the way for both to further
enhance goodwill and share knowledge on military matters.
The brief but cordial meeting culminated with the exchange of
mementoes.
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Philippines’ Defence Attaché exchanged views with
Army Commander

Colonel Rolando Gomez of the
Philippines Army, the Defence
Attaché, Embassy of Republic of
the Philippines in India, accredited
to Sri Lanka and Maldives paid a
courtesy call on H L V M Liyanage
RWP RSP ndu Commander of the
Army, on 9 December 2022 at the
Army Headquarters.

Both exchanged views on general
matters of concern while recalling
bonds of goodwill, cooperation
and understanding that prevail
between the armed forces of both
countries. They also discussed
possibilities of further enhancing
training programmes for Sri Lankan
Army personnel as well as the
participation of the armed forces of
both countries in different exchange
programimes. The formal meeting
culminated with the exchange of
souvenirs.

Commander addressed the DSCSC undergraduates

Lieutenant General H L VM Livanage RWP RSP ndu Commander of the Army addressed the undergraduates
of Defence Services Command and Staff College Course No.16 delivering his customary ‘Commander’s
Lecture' on 1 December 2022.

During the address, the Commander of the Army raised concern over National Security focusing on the
evolution of ‘Sri Lanka Army's Perception of National Security in the Last 72 Years', ‘Present Complex
Security Environment', *Army’s View on Security as per Present Context’ and 'Future Planning of Sri Lanka
Army’ and presenting a comprehensive overview of security developments until 1971 after independence,
including tﬁe period between 1971-1990, Post Humanitarian Operations up to date, challenges of non-
traditional threats and anticipated challenges in the future.

149 undergraduates of DSCSC Course No.16, including 22 foreign Officers from Bangladesh, India,
Indonesia, Maldives, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal and Zambia and Major
General B K G M L Rodrigo RSP psc IG Commandant of DSCSC were present at the lecture.
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New cafeteria at SLMA declared open

Improving the infrastructure facility of the Sri
Lanka Military Academy- the prime organisation
to groom the future Defenders of the Nation, “Red
Lantern”- the state- of-art cafeteria and tailor
shop was declared open on 17 December 2022 in
line with the passing out parade of newly groomed
Officer Cadets.

Lieutenant General H L VM Liyanage RWP RSP
ndu Commander of the Army declared open the
newly added infrastructure at the invitation of
Major General WW H R RV M N D K B Niyangoda
RWP RSP USP ndu psc Commandant, Sri Lanka
Military Academy.

New Chief of Staff of the Army assumed office

The 61st Chief of Staff of
the Army, Major General
C D Weerasuriya RWP
RSP ndu of the Sri Lanka
Light Infantry Regiment
assumed office during a
simple ceremony amid
religious observances,
greetings and best wishes at
the Army Headquarters at
Sri Jayawardenepura on 1

December 2022.

The 61st Chief of Staff of the Army, Major General C D Weerasuriyva RWP RSP ndu of the Sri Lanka Light
Infantry Regiment assumed office during a simple ceremony amid religious observances, greetings and
best wishes at the Army Headquarters at Sri Jayawardenepura on 1 December 2022,

Major General C D Weerasuriyva RWP RSP ndu also holds the office of Colonel of the Regiment of St
Lanka Light Infantry. He also served as the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army before he took over this
appointment on the recommendation of the Commander of the Army.

Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP ndu was born on 15 July 1968 in Colombo and had his education
at Mahanama College, Kollupitiva where he excelled in sports and various other spheres. He joined
the Army as an Officer Cadet on 27 October 1986 in the Intake-26 and was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant into one of the most-respected Infantry Regiments in the Sri Lanka Army, the 1st Battalion
of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry on 23 July 1987. He has counted over 36 years of reckonable service in the
military career,

Besides the regimental appointments in every sphere, Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP ndu has
held numerous important appointments in command and staff capacities. He commanded one of the
reputed Infantry Battalions, 4th Battalion of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment during the period of
very high-intensity counter-insurgency operations.

The Senior Officer has been decorated with the ‘Rana Wickrama Padakkama’ (RWP) and 'Rana Sura
Padakkama' (RSP) in recognition of gallantry, invaluable and selfless dedication in the face of enemy in
the battlefield. A representative gathering of Senior Officers, including the Commandant, Sri Lanka Army
Volunteer Force, Principal Staff Officers and Directors also attended to extend best wishes to him at the
DCCasion.
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New SLLI Golonel of the Regiment assumed office

Major General C D Weerasuriya BWP RSP ndu the
newly-appointed Chief of Staff of the Army took over
duties amidst religious blessings as the 15th Colonel of
the Regiment of Sri Lanka Lig%lt Infantry (SLLI) on 3
December 2022 during a simple ceremony.

Inspection visit of new COS in the SFHQ (East)

-3 = 1

Major General C D Weerasuriva RWP RSP ndu newly-appointed Chief of Staff (COS) of the Sri Lanka
Army, making his tirst visit to the East after assumption of his new responsibilities arrived at the Security
Force Headquarters (East) at Welikanda in order to conduct the final phase of the routine administrative
inspection on 12 December 2022,

Major General S R K Hettiarachchi RWP RSP USP ndu psc Commander, Security Force (East) warmly
welcomed the Chief of Staff to the Headquarters. Addressing the troops, the Chief of Staff of the Army
stressed the importance of conducting an annual administrative inspection to overcome all issues, related
to administrative issues in the Army.

The General Officers Commanding of respective Divisions, Commander, Forward Maintenance Area
Headquarters (East), together with Directors and Staff Officers of the Army Headquarters, Commandant,
Combat Training School in Ampara, all Brigade Commanders, Staff Officers of the Security Force
Headquarters (East) took part in the administrative inspection discussions.
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New Deputy Chief of Staff took over duties

Major General D G § Senarathyapa RWP RSP ndu of the Special Forces, assumed the office as the Deputy
Chief of Staff (DCOS), the 3rd most senior appointment of the Sri Lanka Army on 14 December 2022 at the
Army Headquarters amidst the chanting of ‘Seth Pirith’.

Prior to this new appointment, Major General D G S Senarathyapa RWP RSP ndu has been serving as the
Commandant of Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force Headquarters at Kosgama. Senior Officers, Staff Officers
at the office of the Deputy Chief of Staff (DCOS) and Other Ranks joined the occasion.

He joined the Sri Lanka Army as an Officer Cadet on 16 March 1987 under Intake No. 27. Upon successful
completion of the basic military training at the Sri Lanka Army Military Academy, Diyatalawa, he was
commissioned in the rank of Second Lieutenant and was posted to the Gajaba Regiment (GR). Throughout
his military career, he has served in Command, Staff, and Instructional appointments exemplifying his
extraordinary capacities in respective appointments in the Sri Lanka Army. He served as the Commander
of Security Force (West) and Jafina before he took over as the Commandant of the Sri Lanka Army
Volunteer Force, prior to his assumption as the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army.

Major General W A 5 S Wanasinghe RSP USP ndu assumed duties as the 50th Commandant of the Sri
Lanka Army Volunteer Force (SLAVF), amidst religious blessings and military formalities, conducted at
the Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force Headquarters premises at Seethawaka, Kosgama on 22 December
2022. The new Commandant of Sri Lanka Army Volunteer Force was warmly welcomed offering him a
colourful Guard Turnout and a Guard of Honour. Addressing the gathering the new Commandant of Sri
Lanka Army Volunteer Force emphasised the importance of improving productivity assuring effective
service to the organsiation and appreciated the service of past Commandants of Sri Lanka Army Volunteer
Service, differently-abled and deceased War Heroes.

Major General W A 5 S Wanasinghe RWP RSP ndu Colonel Commandant of the Sri Lanka Artillery
Regiment, prior to this appointment served as the Commander, Security Force (Mullaittivu).
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Pakistan's High Commissioner visited 1 Corps

The High Commissioner of Pakistan
to Sri Lanka, Major General (Retd)
Umar Farooq Burki, Hilal-Hi-
Imtiaz (Military) paid a courtesy
visit to the Headquarters 1 Corps,
Kilinochchi on 24 November 2022
and he was warmly welcomed by
Major General A K G KU Gnanaratne
ndc psc Commander, 1 Corps.

Commander 1 Corps briefed the role
of maintaining high operational
readiness in internal security
arrangements such as disaster
relief situations maintaining a
close connection with government
mechanisms to the High
Commissioner of Pakistan. Upon
conclusion, symbolic mementoes
were exchanged to mark a
remarkable meeting.

SriLlanka Armoured Corps celebrated its 67th Anniversary
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The Sri Lanka Armoured Corps
(SLAC) Regiment celebrated its 67th
anniversary with a series of events on
15 December 2022. Major General D B
S N Bothota RWP RSP USP psc Colonel
Commandant Sri Lanka Armoured
Corps and Military Secretary graced
the event as the Chief Guest. 10
scholarships and 10 book sets were
also distributed among most deserving
Sri Lanka Armoured Corps families as
part of the anniversary programine.

The anniversary event culminated with
an all-rank lunch in the premises. Mrs.
Lali Kobbekaduwa, and many reputed
retired members of the Cavalry family
and their spouses, Dr. Mrs. Harshini
Bothota Chairperson of Sri Lanka
Armoured Corps Seva Vanitha Branch,
senior Officers/Officers and Other
Ranks participated in this anniversary
project.



New House for a resident in Puloly, Point Pedro

Extending the humanistic mission ahead,
troops of 551 Infantry Brigade erected a
new house for for Ms. Jayarupan Nandani
in Puloly (West), Point Pedro and vested it
on 22 Novemnber 2022 to the beneficiaries in
the presence of Major General WMGCS B
Wijavasundara RSP USP ndu Commander,
Security Force (Jaffna).

Mrs. Sheila Emmanuel extended the
financial  generosity  through  the
coordination of Major General Ravi
Rathnasingham (Retd) for the house and
troops of 551 Infantry Brigade extended
the required manpower and technical
expertise for the house. The project came
into reality under the conceptual layout of
Commander, Security Force (Jaffna) and the
mediation of General Officer Commanding,
55 Infantry division. Commander, 551
Infantry Brigade supervised the project.

Major General W M G C 5 B Wijayasundara
RSP USP ndu Commander, Security Force
(Jaffna), Major General M K U P Gunaratne
RSP ndu psc General Officer Commanding,
55 Infantry Division and Brigadier D
C A Wickramasinghe USP USACGSC
Commander 551 Brigade, Officers and
Other Ranks attended the house warming
ceremony.

New Army welfare shop at Security Force Headquarters
(Jafina)

The Army Welfare Shop of Security Force Headquarters
(Jaffna) relocated at Transit Camp, Kankasanthurei and
warmed to the troops by Major General WM GC S B
Wijayasundara RSP USP ndu Commander, Security Force
{Jaffna)on 15 November 2022 with the purpose to facilitate
the members of the SriLankaArmy. The relocation process
became a reality within a short span of time with the
contribution of the troops of 10th Battalion Field Engineer
Regiment and sth Battalion Engineer Services Regiment
under the supervision of their Commanding Officers.
Senior Officers including Brigadier (Admin/Quartering)
and Other Ranks witnessed the opening ceremony. The
welfare shop was relocated with the aim of facilitating
the military personnel as well as civil society.

ARMY |
WELFARE SHOP
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Army troop’s generosity made civilian's housing
dream a reality
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A fully fledged house built on 40 perches of government owned land allocated by Vavuniya Divisional

Secretary Mr. N Kamaladasan upon the instructions of Commander, Security Force (Wanni) vested in Ms.
Shantha and her family in Rasendrakulam, Vavuniya on ¢ December 2022,

Major General C D Ranasinghe RWP RSP Commander Security Force (Wanni) graced the event as the Chief
Guest to the occasion, and warmed the house to the beneficiary bringing a new hope for the beneficiary.

General Officer Commanding 56 Infantry Division, Brigade Commanders of the 561, 562, and 563 Infantry
Brigades, Commanding Officers, Officers, Mr. N. Kamaladasan Divisional Secretary Vavuniva Division,
beneficiaries' relatives and many distinguished guests attended this ceremony.

Defence Attaches and Advisors visited Security Force
Headquarters (Wanni)

Defence Afttachés and Advisors from
Australia, China, Canada, France,
Germany, the Netherlands, Pakistan, the
United Kingdom, and the United States
engaged in a familiarisation visit to
Security Force Headquarters (Wanni) on 13
December 2022 and met the Major General
C D Ranasinghe RWP RSP Commander
Security Force (Wanni). The Commander
Security Force (Wanni) enlightened them
on the responsibilities and role of civil-
military cooperation during the friendly
interactions.

RANAVIRUWA DECEMBER 2022 16




Security Force (East] gifted a new house to a needy family

Troops of 3rd Corps of Engineer Services, sth Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps, 3rd Sri Lanka Army Ordnance
Corps and 3rd Sri Lanka Electrical & Mechanical Engineers Regiments build a new house for homeless
Mr. K Sunil at Erigeoya a resident in Habarana following the conceptual layout of Major General S R K
Hettiarchchi RWP RSP USP ndu psc Commander, Security Force (East) and warmed to the beneficiary on
17 December 2022,

Mr. Dhanushka - a businessman in Australia, volunteered to sponsor the entire project and manpower
assistance. Major General M W T C Mettananda USP Commander, Forward Maintenance Area (East)
graced the event as the Chief Guest and warmed the house key to the beneficiary.

Senior Officers including Commander, Forward Maintenance Area (East), Commanding Officers of 3rd
Corps of Engineer Services, s5th Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps and 3rd 5ri Lanka Electrical & Mechanical
Engineers Regiments, Officers and Other Ranks were present the housewarming ceremony.

Strength from Army to
cross the hurdles of life

Considering present economic constraints,
Security Force Headquarters (Mullaitivu)
distributed nutrients for 50 pregnant women
and dry rations to the value of Rs 10,000.00
each and 200 low-income group families and
dry ration packs worth of Rs 15,000.00 each,
along with a donation of 50 metal spade blades
to the farmers in the area on 28 November
2022 under the patronage of Major General W
A S S Wanasinghe RWP RSP ndu Commander,
Security Force (Mullaitivu).

Troopsof the 5 SriLankaSinha Regimentand the
19 Gemunu Watch of the 593 Infantry Brigade
organised the event under the supervision of
their Commanding Officers with the financial
generosity of ‘'Sarana’ Foundation. Major
General R M M Ranasinghe WWV RSP General
Officer Commanding, 59 Infantry Division and
Brigadier K MP S B Kulatunga Commander, 593
Infantry Brigade, Venerable Huriyagaswewa
Sadhdhawasa Thero, Venerable Thissaputta
Thero, Chief incumbent at Kokilai Sri Sambodhi
Viharaya, Senior Officers, Officers and Other
Ranks were associated with the event.
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Awareness programme on Human Rights at Security
Forces Headguarters (West)

In line with World Human Rights Day (10 December
2022), an awareness programime on Human Rights
was organised at Security Forces Headquarters
(West) on 09 December 2022 at the Regimental
Headquarters of Sri Lanka Light Infantry lecture
hall, Army Cantonment, Panagoda.

The awareness programme held under two stages
under the patronage of Brigadier T C K Peiris RWP
RSP Director of Directorate of Human Rights &
Humanitarian Law. Ms. Menaka Herath Director
Education and Special Programmes and Ms. Sulari
Livanagama Director of Inquiries & Investigations
conducted the sessions.

Fundamental Rights, Children's rights, Prisoners’
rights, Labour rights/ workers' rights were deeply
discussed during these lectures. 50 Otficers and 150
Other Ranks in the 14 Infantry Area of Responsibility
participated in these lectures.

SFHQ (West] distributed free milk powder packets
— . ET

Troops of Security Force Headquarters (West) donated a total of 1210 milk powder packets among the
low-income families in Colombo on 21 December 2022. 605 families selected in cooperation with Grama
Niladhari officials in respective area benefited from the programme.

Fonterra Brands Lanka Company Ltd. extended the financial generosity for the charity work. Brigadier K
V N P Premaratne RSP USP psc Brigadier General Staff, Security Force Headquarters (West) and District
Coordinator for Green Agriculture Operation Centre took part in the project.
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New Security Force (Central) Commander visited under
command formation

¥

-

Major General W R M A Rathnayake RWP RSP ndu
the recently appointed Commander, Security Force
(Central), visited to under command formations
in his area of responsibility on 2 and 3 Decermnber
2022, He inspected the newly constructed Army
Hospital in Pallekele, 4 and 5 Sri Lanka Light
Infantry Regiments, detachments at Ukuwela,
Bowathenna and Moragahakanda hydropower
plants during his visit. Commander, Forward
Maintenance Area (Central), Commander, 111
Infantry Brigade were associated with the visit.

Troops of 11 Infantry Brigade assisted to cease the fire erupted at a residence at Sri Sangaraja Mawatha
in Kandy on 17 December 2022. The troops of 2 (Volunteer) Sri Lanka Singha Regiment and 10 Gajaba
Regiment together with the members of the Kandy Police controlled the fire and rescued the victims
responding the disaster.

S



12 Infantry Division provided lunch to school children

With the financial generosity extended by Sithmeera Construction, 12 Infantry Division offered lunch and
uniforms for 475 students of M/Detagamuwa Primary School on 6 December 2022, Major General G M
N Perera RWP RSP USP ndc General Officer Commanding, 12 Infantry Division, Commanding Officer and
Other Ranks of 3 Sri Lanka National Guard, Staff of Sithmeera Constructions participated in the charity
event.

62 Infantry Division distributed school accessories for
students

Following the conceptual layout of the General Officer Commanding, 62 Infantry Division, a programme
to distribute school accessories and dry rations among students was held at M/ Ahatugaswewa Maha
Vidyalaya on 25 November 2022. S N Formans Institute extended the financial generosity for the charity
event organised by Commanding Officer, 9 Gajaba Regiment. Each student received school accessories
worth Rs. 8000.00 and dry rations worth of Rs.3500.00. 50 students benefited from the programme.

2 (Volunteer] Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment distributed
dry rations among villagers

o 2 (Volunteer) Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment
A I . = distributed 100 dry rations among the poverty-
stricken people in the Lindawewa village in
Medawachchiva Divisional Secretary Division on 26
MNovember 2022, Venerable Sumana Thero provided
' | much-needed financial generosity through the
¢ coordination of Mr, Sunil Wijewardhana of Sarana
&9 Buddhist Charity Organsiation in Kadawata. Major
R M K B Rathnayaka RSP Commanding Officer, 2
(Volunteer) Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment, Officers,
and Other Ranks participated in the event.
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61Infantry Division's New GOC visited under command
| mnnati_uns

Major General H M U Herath RWP RSP USP Hdmc psc newly-appointed General Officer Commanding
(GOC) of the 61 Infantry Infantry Division, made his maiden visit to the 611 Infantry Brigade and 8 Sri
Lanka Sinha Regiment (8 SLSR) co-located at Beragala, Kegalle on 7 December 2022,

Brigadier W M S N Aragoda RWP RSP USP Commander, 611 Infantry Brigade visited warmly welcomed
the General Officer Commanding of the 61 Infantry Infantry Division following the military formalities
and explained the affairs in the Area of Responsibility in brief. Commanding Officers of 8 Sri Lanka Sinha
Regiment and 8 Sri Lanka Gemunu Watch, Officers and Other Ranks were associated with the event.

Under the new phase of community welfare project, foundation stone laid for the new house to be erected
for Mr. Ranushan on 9 December 2022 under the guidance of 513 Infantry Brigade and instructions of
General Officer Commanding, 51 Infantry Division. 11 Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regiment extended the
manpower and technical expertise for the construction and Mr. Sinnadureyi Siththiwel and members of
Lion's Club- Modara provided the much needed financial generosity for the task. In line with the same
event dry rotations distribution was also held under the patronage of Major General W S M N Fernando
WWV RWP RSP USP ndu psc General Officer Commanding, 51 Infantry Division. Brigadier M R Rashik RSP
Commander, 513 Infantry Brigade, Other Ranks also participated in the charity event.

A shelter from Sri Lanka Army

Following the instructions of General Officer
Commanding of 55 Infantry Division, a new house was
erected for Sergeant Bandaranayeke who is serving as
a clerk of the 55 Infantry Division on 8 December 2022,
Mr. Wish Nadarajah in Canada extended his financial
generosity to construct the house donating 1.3 million.
Major General M KU G Gunarathne RSP ndu IG General
Officer Commanding, 55 Infantry Division warmed the
house to the beneficiary amid the troops and relatives
of the beneficiary.
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Army introduces Air Badminton to Mallavi schools for the
first time

17 (Volunteer) Sri Lanka Light Infantry troops of the
651 Infantry Brigade constructed two badminton
courts for Thunukkai Maha Vidyalaya and
Terankandal Maha Vidyalaya students for the first
time introducing outdoor-based Air Badminton for
the students interested in. This was introduced to
the schools in the area as per conceptual guidelines
of Major General E A D P Edirisinghe psc General
Officer Commanding 65 Infantry Division.

Zonal Education Director for Mankulam, principals,
teachers, Brigade Commander, 651 Infantry
Brigade, Commanding Officer, 17 (Volunteer) Sri
Lanka Light Infantry and a large gathering of
students were present at the event.

Army War College concluded its first symposium

The Army War College {(AWC) successfully concluded its first Symposium for Battalion Commanders in
the ranks of Lieutenant Colonel under the theme *Civil-Military Relations and Military Professionalism’'.

The two-day symposium that aimed at broadening the knowledge on specific subject areas, conducted
from 15 to 16 December 2022 via Zoom platform with the participation of 400 military personnel serving at
200 different locations across the country. Sessions focused on ‘Conceptual and Theoretical Perspectives
on Civil-military Relations’ and ‘Civil-military Relations in a Complex Security Landscape: 'Identifyin
and Bridging Gaps', 'Mechanisms for Democratic Civilian Control over Military', 'Representation o
Military in Sri Lankan Society’ and 'Commitment of Military Commanders in Civil-military Relations in
the Local Context'.

651 Infantry Brigade Troops initiated an income-
generating project for school

With the objective of generating a source of income
for development of the Kaneshapuram Primary
School at Wellankulam 651 Infantry Brigade troops
planted 100 hybrid cashew saplings in the school
compound on 20 December 2022,

Commander, 651 Infantry Brigade launched the
inspiring project under the guidance of General
Officer Commanding (GOC), 65 Infantry Division
with the close collaboration of Mr. R Sanjeewan,
Kilinochchi District Divisional Manager of Sri Lanka
Cashew Corporation.
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135ri Lanka Rifle Corps Battalion Training Course ended

! " ‘ | | " p‘%

L --. - |

/ el A et
: o R I e T S T e
1, W O 2 S i R O R

FEESES S .

The 1 Sri Lanka Rifle Corps {SLRC) culminated its Battalion Training Course (BTC) at Maduru Oya Army
Training School (ATS) on 19 December 2022. The Battalion Course, started on 01 November 2022 with the
aim to refresh the knowledge pertaining to military subjects, comprised of basic military tactics, map-
reading, counter insurgency operations, internal security, fighting in built-up area, Civil Law, Military
Law, firing, etc. Major C C Mudannayake was awarded as Best Student, Corporal Ranthilaka DM was
awarded as Best Shooter and Rifle Soldier Dissanayake DMC was awarded as Best in physical during the
event. Major General S Kasthurimudali RSP psc Commandant, Army Training School delivered the final
remarks during the closing ceremony. 09 SLRC Officers and 245 Other Ranks participated in the course.

Y

211 Infantry Brigade gifted dry ration packs for villagers

211 Infantry Brigade under command to 21 Infantry
Division took steps to distribute 200 dry ration packs
and 50 metal spade blades used for agricultural
purposes among selected beneficiaries on 26
December 2022 in order to alleviate the hardships
of farming communities and low-income families
in remote Lindawewa and Kapirikgama areas in
Medawachchiya.

The event was held in Kapirikgama Primary School
premises with the participation of Commanding
Officer of 2 (Volunteer) Vijayabahu Infantry
Regiment, Second In Command of 14 Sri Lanka

Artillery, Civil Affairs Officer of the 211 Infantry Brigade and troops. Singapore-based Buddhist monk,
Venerable Sumana Thero and Mrs. Sunil Wijayawardene, the President, ‘Sarana’ foundation in Kadawatha
came forward to sponsor the supplies.

231 Infantry Brigade provided essentials to children with
special needs

Troops of 231 Infantry Brigade with sponsorship
provided by a Colombo-based philanthropist, Mrs.
Mihiri De Silva gifted gift packs of essentials and
a delicious lunch to children with special needs,
resident at 'Ozanam' Children's Orphanage in
Batticaloa on 1 December 2022. After distribution of
gift packs to all children with special needs, troops
provided a sumptuous lunch to all of them as part
of the 231 Infantry Brigade's community-oriented
projects.

Brigade Commander of the 231 Infantry Brigade
together with the donor, Officers and the Other
Ranks of joined the arrangement.

N
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8 VIR celebrated its 29th Anniversary

| 8 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment established in
Jeewanagar, Maar celebrated its 29th anniversary on
3 December 2022. During the series of anniversary
{1 events, the troops offerd a Guard Turnout to Major
G N P R Silva RWP RSP psc Commanding Officer,
8 Vijayabahu Infantry Regiment. The Commanding
Officer addressed the troops and participated in
all ranks lunch. A softball cricket tournament,
dry ration distribution for 25 families and blood
donation were also held on 4 December 2022 in line
with the anniversary celebrations.

The certificate-awarding ceremony of the Advanced Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law
at the Institute of Peacekeeping Support Operations Training Sri Lanka (IPSOTSL) was held on 5 December
2022 under the patronage of Brigadier T C K Peiris RWP RSP Director, Directorate of Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law.

The course, began on 8 November 2022 under the supervision of the Directorate of Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law with the participation of 27 Officers and 33 Other Ranks of the tri-
services and the Police. Major H K P M Hettiarachchi of Sri Lanka Armoured Corps was awarded the Best
Officer certificate in the course and Sergeant K P D H Dayanga of Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps
was adjudged the best Other Rank in the Course.

191 Soldiers at qualified as Instructors

A new batch of 191 more soldiers passed out as
instructors on 8 December 2022 from Combat
Training School (CTS) Ampara.

As per the guidelines given by Commander of the
Army, Combat Training School increased the numbers,
absorbed to train as instructors with the intention of
improving the professional standards of the soldiers
who would subsequently conduct different ground
level courses for new recruits and fellow-soldiers.

The Method of Instruction Course No. 61, was
conducted for a period of 18 days from 21 November
2022 to 08 December 2022. Brigadier R P Munipura
RWP RSP Commandant, Combat Training School
graced the certificate awarding ceremony. Corporal
Sunil Shantha TM of 7 Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment was
awarded a trophy and a separate special certificate at
the awarding ceremony.
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a9 |IIfHII|W Division celebrated its 15th Anniversary

i

59 Infantry Division celebrated its 15th anniversary on 1 December 2022 at the 59 Infantry Division
Headquarters following a series of events. A Bodhi Pooja was held invoking the blessings for the Sri
Lanka Army and the country in line with the anniversary. Major General R M M Ranasinghe WWV RWP
RSP General Officer Commanding, 59 ]nfantrly Division addressed the troops. Anniversary celebrations
concluded with an eye-caching musical show held with the participation of Major General ] P C Peris RWP
RSP ndu General Officer Commanding, 57 Infantry Division.

UNIFIL Dy Force Commander met Sri Lankan Peacekeepers
inLebanon

Brigadier General Chok Bahadur Dhkal the newly
appointed Deputy Force Commander (DFC) of
the United Nations Interim Force In Lebanon
(UNIFIL) paid a courtesy visit to the Sri Lanka Force
Protection Company (FPC) on 12 December 2022
after his assumption of new responsibilities in the
UNIFIL.

Lieutenant Colonel S M D N Samarakoon Officer
Commanding of the Sri Lanka Force Protection
Company in Lebanon warmly welcomed him with
an oriental dancing group of the Sri Lanka Army.

During the visit, the Officer t:mmnander of FPC briefed the DFC on the role and tasks pertaining to the
Sri Lankan Peacekeepers in Lebanon before he had a close look at the Armoured Personnel Carrier section
and the K-9 special military dog section during a field visit.

Special lunch for Elders’ Home in Kaithady

Following the mediation of Major General K P § S Fernaando RSP ndu General Officer Commanding, 52
Infantry Division a delicious lunch provided for 35 residents at Blind Elders’ Home in Kaithady on 22
November 2022. Officers and Other Ranks of 52 Infantry Division also joined the charity event.
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932 Infantry Brigade troops gifted wheelchairs &
incentives to students

In a gesture of goodwill and understanding, the
i | 532 Infantry Brigade troops gifted wheelchairs and
B a stock of school equipment for two physically-
handicapped students in Samanalathenna and
Ehalagama villages in Dehiattakandiva on 5
December 2022. Mrs Gaya Meewella provided the
generous sponsorship for the task. Commander, 532
Infantry Brigade and troops visited the residence of
the physically-handicapped students and made the
! donation.

64 Infantry Division donated blood to A'pura patients on
Anniversary day

Troops of 64 Infantry Division marked their
anniversary commemoration donating blood
to fulfill the requirement of Blood Bank at
Anuradhapura Hospital on 8 December 2022 in line
with its 14th anniversary. This life-saving project
was planned on the instructions of General Officer
Commanding, 64 Infantry Division, and Civil
Affairs Officer, 64 Infantry Division. Medical team
of 10 members, including a Medial Officer assisted
% the blood donation.

The certificate-awarding ceremony of the United Nations Military Observer Course No 01 (UNMOC)
2022 was held at the Institute of Peacekeeping Support Operations Training Sri Lanka (IPSOTSL) on 16
December 2022. The Course was conducted from 28 November to 16 December 2022 at IPSOTSL with the
participation of 37 Student Officers of the Armed Forces.

The IPSOTSL course mainly focused on the prime responsibilities that a military observer is expected to
perform and it has been designed to match with guidelines provided by the United Nations Department
of Peacekeeping Operations (UNDPKO). Brigadier C A Rajapaksha RSP Commandant, Institute of
Peacekeeping Support Operations Training Sri Lanka graced the event as the Chief Guest for the occasion.
Officers parnclpated in the ceremony.
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Workshops on war literature

Lieutenant Colonel E A A Chaminda Chief Editor of the ‘Ranaviruwa' magazine of the Directorate of
Ps?{chulugical Operations conducted a thought-provoking war literature lectures at Battalion Training
School-Katukelivawa, Regimental Headquarters- Sri Lanka Signal Corps, Sri Lanka Army Service Corps
Training School -Thisawewa and Mechanised Infatry Training Centre-Manik farm in the month December
2022,

Large gathering of Officers and Other Ranks participated in these educative lecture held flashing the
untold gallantries of War Heroes enthusiastically, screening the related videos of the operations.

17 Sri Lanka National Guard installed a water Eun’ﬁcatiun machine for public fulfilling a long standing
requirement of civil community in Kumburu Piddy area on 9 December 2022. Bodyline Apparels- Horana
extended financial generosity for the charity event. Venerable Maha Sangha of Kumburu Piddy Tempile,
Maulavi of Jumma Masjid — Irakkamum and Staff of the Bodyline Apparels- Horana participated in the
warming ceremony.
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ASVU ‘Bodhi Pooja’ invoked blessings for the upcoming
New Year

The Army Seva Vanitha Unit organsied a ‘Bodhi Pooja’ on 22 December 2022 at Sri Naga Viharaya in
Kotte with the intention of blessing the forthcoming New Year-2023 under the guidance of Mrs. Janaki
Livanage President, Army Seva Vanitha Unit.

The Bodhi Pooja also invoked blessings on all ranks in service, retired and all the people in Sri Lanka. In
line with the same event, fallen War Heroes were commemorated and injured War Heroes were blessed
for speedy recovery. Venerable Waturawila Siri Sujatha Thero, Incumbent at Kotte Sri Naga Viharaya and
Dr. Kegalle Pannananda Thero, a lecturer at Subadrarama Piriven Viharaya conducted the Bodhi Pooja.

A representative gathering of over 250 Officers and Other Ranks ?articipated in the programme together
with Mrs. Janaki Livanage President, and Colonel Coordinating of Army Seva Vanitha Unit.

ASVU President interacted with ‘Abhimansala-1 War
Heroes

Mrs. Janaki Livanage the President of the Gajaba Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch and President, Army
Seva Vanitha Unit paid a visit to the 'Abimansala-1' Wellness Center in Anuradhapura on 30 November
2022. The President of the Gajaba Regiment Seva Vanitha Branch and President, Army Seva Vanitha Unit
had a cordial interaction with resident War Heroes and donated gift parcels with essential sanitary items
including 10 Water Bubbler Dispensers. Brigadier H T W Vidyananda RWP RSP USP Centre Commandant,
Gajaba Regiment also joined the occasion.

RANAVIRUWA DECEMBER 2022 28



President of Army Seva Vanitha Unit visited National
Institute of Mental Health

Mrs. Janaki Liyanage President of Army Seva Vanitha Unit visited National Institute of Mental Health on
account of the festive season on 19 December 2022. The friendly interaction included a delicious lunch,
donation of essential items and a musical event. After a while, christmas presents were distributed before
offering a delicious lunch. President of Army Seva Vanitha Unit also donated essential items for the
patients.

Also, the Ward No. 5 of the National Institute of Mental Health was painted and refurbished prior to the
event and the washroom was also renovated after fixing new fittings.

Senior Army Seva Vanitha Unit members including Mrs. Samanthi Senarath Yapa, Mrs. Chama Wanasinghe,
Mrs. Kumudu Manage, Mrs. Ruveena Meththananda, Mrs. HG Swarnalatha and Colonel Coordinating of
Army Seva Vanitha Unit, Officers and Other Ranks participated in this project.

President of the Army Seva Yanitha Unit visited
Diyatalawa

Mrs. Janaki Liyanage, the President of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit visited the "Shop of the Garrison"
at Diyatalawa on 16 December 2022 and granted directions for the areas to improve further for better
service.

[
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