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Annual 'Jaya Pirith' at BMICH Compound Invoked the
Blessings on the Nation
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JANUARY 2022

More than 1,000 Buddhist monks, drawn from all
corners of the country, including Maha Nayaka and
Anunavaka Thero at the invitation of the Ministry
of Defence gathered at the BMICH premises and
commenced overnight chanting of the 'Jaya Piritha,’
one of the most powerful canons of Buddhist chanting,
believed to be able to dispel bad omens and destructive
forces and invoke blessings to bring prosperity and
well-being to the country on 26 January 2022,

His Excellency Gotabava Rajapaksa the President of
the Democratic and Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
participated in as the Chief Guest of this annual
event, accompanied by the First Lady, Mrs loma
Rajapaksa, General Kamal Gunaratme (Rtd) WWV
EWP RSP USP ndc psc Mphil Secretary, Ministry
of Defence, General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP
RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff
and Commander of the Army, Commander of the
Navy and Commander of the Air Force, Chairperson
Ministry of Defence Seva Vanitha Unit, Presidents of
Army, Navy and Air Force Seva Vanitha Units.

This mammoth annuval chanting saw its birth as a
concept of HE the President in the year 2008 when
he was serving as the Secretary Defence under the
government of former President Mahinda Rajapaksa,
the incumbent Hon Prime Minister of Sri Lanka at a
time humanitarian operation against LTTE terrorism
were entering a decisive phase.
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HE the Premdent Enshrined
His Excellency Gotabaya Rajapaksa the President

of Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Offﬂl‘iﬂgﬁ to ﬂlE Restured Klll‘ﬂgﬂlﬂ

instrumental in conservation of the archaeological

site at Kuragala Monastery in Kalthota and the Pﬂgﬂdﬂ
driving force behind the realisation of the project
which dates back to prehistoric times of Balangoda
Homo Sapiens, made an unannounced visit to the
sacred site on 16 January 2022 for enshrinement of
offerings, images and artifacts restored in Kuragala
Pagoda (Esi Disi Maha Seya), together with the First
Lady, Mrs Ioma Rajapaksa.

VenWaturakumbure DhammaratanaThero, Incumbent
for both Kuragala Temple and Nelligala International
Buddhist Centre, together with Minister Pavithra
Wanniarachchi, Parliamentarian Akila Ellawala,
General Shavendra Silva WWYV RWP RSP V5V USP
nde psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of
the Army and Mrs Sujeewa Nelson President, Army
Seva Vanitha Unit participated in the event. Kuragala monastery, the Buddhist religious site of archaeological value that
speaks a legacy running into the prehistoric times, revived as a result of the dedicated incumbency of Ven Waturakumbure
Dhammaratana Thero and tireless and committed contribution made by devout Buddhists, Army troops and Civil Defence
Service personnel. The initiative was began under the project, "Yali Pibidena Kuragala' (Revival of Kuragala) when HE
the President was serving the office of the Secretary Defence before the year 2015, together with active patronage, lent by
the former President and present Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa.
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Revival of Kuragala Marked by
Army Commander with
Enshrinement of Offerings
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The artifacts restoration of the archaeologically-unique Balangoda Pooragala Raja Maha Viharaya, more popularly
known as Kuragala Cave Temple, which remained dilapidated, neglected for a long time in Kaltota, Balangoda,
rekindling its past glory and historical legacy, revived under the guidance of incumbency of Ven Waturakumbure
Dhammaratana Thero. Incumbent for both Kuragala Temple and MNelligala International Buddhist Centre with the
tireless and committed contribution of devout Buddhists, Army troops and Civil Defence Service personnel on 16
December 2022 with enshrinement of offerings, treasures, images and artifacts after restoration of its ancient Pagoda
(Esi Disi Maha Seya) to its pristine glory during a colour-rich ceremony.

The revival of the Kurmagala monastic temple, the Buddhist religious site of archaeological value that speaks a legacy
running into the prehistoric times of Balangoda Homo Sapiens, was made possible due to manpower, technical
and engineering expertise provided by the Ammy consequent upon an invitation made by Ven Waturalkumbure
Dhammaratana Thero, Incumbent for both Kuragala monastery temple and Nelligala International Buddhist Centre
to General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the
Army about eight months back. As hundreds of traditional drummers began rending the air, Chief of Defence Staff
and Commander of the Army as the Chief Guest of the occasion, together with his spouse atop the first layer of the
ancient Dageba respectfully deposited a replica of a Pagoda, omamental valuables, offerings and treasures as led by
the Chief Incumbent. Air Force helicopters showered floral petals and added more colour and dignity to the event.
A gathering of devotees including the Venerable Theros of three Chapters, Ministers and Public Officers were also
associated with the enshrinement ceremony.
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Recently Excavated Relics and Artifacts Placed in
Special Chamber at 'Deegawapiya' Temple

T
The East-based ancient 'Deegawapiya', one of the sixteen sacred places believed by Buddhists to have been
hallowed by the wvisit of Gautama Buddha (Solosmasthana) is now in the process of receiving a facelift and a
complete renovation under the ‘Deegawapiya Aruna Trust Fund’.

The new Relic Chamber installed in the premises of the Archaeological Heritage was declared open on Duruthu Full
Moon Poya Day (17 January 2022) during a ceremony by General Kamal Gunaratne (Retd) WWV RWP RSP USP
ndc psc Mphil Secretary to the Ministry of Defence. Recently-unearthed sacred relics at the Deegawapiya Stupa
site were deposited in the Ampara District Secretariat for safe-keeping and daily veneration conducted in a cultural
pageant before those relics were placed in the newly-built “Relic Chamber™ inside the Deegawapiva temple premises
in accordance with religious rites and rituals amidst chanting of Ven Maha Sangha.

Secretary, Buddhasasana, Religious, and Cultural Affairs Ministry Prof Kapila Gunawardena, Secretary Ministry of
Agriculture and former Government Agent (GA) Ampara, D M L Bandaranayaka District Secretary for Ampara,
General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the
Army, Commander of the Navy, Commander of the Air Force, Director General of Civil Security Department, Mrs
Sujeewa Nelson the President Army Seva Vanitha Unit and a list of invitees joined the ceremony of placing those
sacred relic caskets in the new chamber.
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DSC Marked its 15™ Anniversary with Religious Programmes

An all-night 'Pirith’ chanting ceremony, held on 19
January 2022 at the Defence Services College (DSC),
Colombo 02 on account of its 15" anniversary invoked
blessings on the country, students, teachers, stafl’ and
all.

General Kamal Gunaratne (Rid) WWV RWP RSF USP
ndc psc Mphil Secretary to the Ministry of Defence,
General Shavendra Silva WWV RWFP RSP VSV USP
nde psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander
of the Army, Vice Admiral Nishantha Ulugethenna,
Commander of the Navy at the invitation of the DSC
Principal attended the inauguration of the chanting.

In order to transfer merits to late Brigadier
Sudath Udayasena, an old Anandian, a US-
based member of the Old Boys’ Association
of the Colombo Ananda College donated
four ICU beds to General Shavendra Silva
WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil
Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of
the Army for the use at the Colombo Army
Hospital.

The Sri Lankan expatriate, Mr Kheminda
Jayawardhana met Chief of Defence
Staff and Commander of the Army and
symbolically delivered those beds, worth
about USS 2000. This donation was coordinated by Major General WA S S Wanasinghe RSP USP ndu, Commander,
Security Forces (Mullaitivu) on behalf of his college mate, late Brigadier Sudath Udavasena.
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Commander at MSTS Underlines the Need to Groom
Soldiers as Well-Disciplined Shooters

The Inter Regiment Combat Shooting Competition-202 1, organised by the Army’s state-of-the-art Marksmanship
and Sniper Traming School (MSTS) at Diyatalawa, more popularly known as the ‘Home of Snipers’ held an
eventiful awarding ceremony on 29 January 2022.

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander
of the Army graced the event as the Chief Guest at the invitation of Brigadier W T W T Ihalage RWP RSP psc
Commandant, MSTS and Chairman, Army Small Arms Association (ASAA).

The Competition had been organised under three categories as Open, Service Regiments and Novices, to be in
line with the Sri Lanka Army Way Forward Strategy 2020 - 2025 and competed by 340 plus competitors of all
Regiments. The Championship in the open category was won by Gajaba Regiment shooters, pushing Gemunu
Watch and Commando Regiment shooters to the 2™ and 3% places respectively. 34 teams in the Open, Service
Regiments and Novices categories including one women’s team vied in the tournament.

The Championship in service regiments was meanwhile won by the shooters in the Sn Lanka Army Service Corps
pushing Sri Lanka Corps Military Police shooters to 2% place. In the Novices category, the Championship was won
by Gemunu Watch shooters and runners up slots were respectively secured by Gajaba Regiment and Commando
Regiment shooters. Aftermath Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army awarded the trophies, medals,
and certificates to the winners and achievers in the Competition. Senior Officers including Chief of Staff, Deputy
Chief of Staff, Commandant Sri Lanka Volunteer Force, attended together with other dignitaries,
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MSTS at Diyatalawa Added a New Simulator Wing for Training

The Indian Army-gifted Small Arms Training Simulators
to the Marksmanship Sniper Training School (MSTS)
in Diyatalawa was mmaugurated by General Shavendra
Silva WWV EWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of
Defence Staff and Commander of the Army attending the
occasion as the Chief Guest on 29 January 2022,

Showing his sound understanding and sentiments of
goodwill and co-operation towards the Sri Lanka Army,
General Manoj Mukund MNarawane PVSM AVSM SM
VSM ADC Chief of the Army Staff of India gified those
India-made training simulators, prompting the MSTS
to allocate a separate premises in the school compound
for this purpose during his recent visit to Sri Lanka.
Aftermath, the Chief Guest of the event, unveiled the
plaque and inangurated the simulator room where trainees
will able to conduct those firing exercises with ease.
Sharing his views, Chief of Defence Staff and Commander
of Army highlighted the importance of sustained training
sessions utilising those new simulators. The day's itinerary
was marked by the Chief Guest planting a sapling in the
compound as a symbol before his departure.

Commander Virtually
Opened a New House for a
Needy Family

Members of “Lieutenant Colonel W D Udaya Privantha
De Silva Memorial Friends’ Circle” with technical skills
of Comps of Engineer Services erected a new house for
a deserving family in Ambalangoda and warmed it on
31 December 2021 during a simple ceremony, filled
with religious rites and rituals.

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP
ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander
of the Army virtually inaugurated the new house erected
at Ambalangoda fulfilling the unrest requirement of the
family with 5 children through zoom technology.

During the virtual opening, Chief of Defence Staff and
Commander of the Army recalled the memories of his

one-time Officer Commanding of the Gajaba Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel W D Udaya Prlj,rantha De Silva who
laid his life in Nedunkerni on 16 May 1997 during the ‘Jaya Sikuru” Operation just after shared lunch.

The new house, worth about Es 7 million was completed as per the guidelines given by the Chief of Defence Staff
and Commander of the Army with financial support of the “Lieutenant Colonel W D Udaya Priyantha De Silva

Memorial Friends® Circle”, headed by Mr Piyal Lamahewa.

14 Gemunu Watch extended the manpower to complete the task under the directions of D B S Bothota RWF RSP
USP psc General Officer Commanding, 61 Infantry Division. Major General T J Kodithuwakku RWP RSP ndu,

Deputy Chief of Defence Staff also participated in the ceremony.
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OCDS-Conceptualised Symposium for Middle-Grade
Officers of the Armed Forces Inaugurated

A full-day symposium for Middle-Grade Officers of the Armed Forces, conceptualised by the Office of the Chief of
Defence Staff (OCDS) under the theme "Military Leadership in the Contemporary World: Evolving from a Warrior to a
Frniend in Need" began its sessions on 13 January 2022 at the BMICH with a brief inaugural ceremony.

This "Armed Forces' Middle-Grade Officers' Leadership Symposium" (AFMOLS-2021), designed to develop and
exhibit character with a combination of leadership traits and values and attributes that enable an Officer to see what to
do, and influence others to follow in order to be competent in the knowledge and skills while effectively accomplishing
the entrusted mission as a leader, was attended by 300 plus middle-grade Officers of the Army, Navy and Air Force.

At the invitation of General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff,
Commander of the Army and Head of the Green Agriculture Operation Centre (GAOC), the Secretary to Ministry of
Defence, General Kamal Gunaratne (Retd) WWV RWP RSP USP ndc psc Mphil graced the inauguration as the Chief
Guest,

Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the Army and Head of the Green A griculture Operation Centre (GAOC) delivered
the welcome note, in which he highlighted the importance of formulating policies and conducting joint training to
ensure that the Armed Forces are rightly equipped with optimal operational capabilities. Many distinguished guests,
senior Officers, and retired military personnel including General Daya Rathnayake (Rid), Secretary to Ministry of
Industries and former Commander of the Army together with distinguished scholars contributed the sessions.

Courtesy Meeting

The recently re-elected President of the National Olympic

Committee of Sri Lanka, Mr Suresh Subramaniam on 21
# January 2022 paid a courtesy call on General Shavendra Silva
. WWV RWP RSP VSV USP nde psc MPhil Chief of Defence
. Staff and Commander of the Army and Chairman of the
| National Sports Selection Committee, for the first time after
~ his re-election to this prestigious office.

' Cluef of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army extended
! best wishes on his re-election to the most demanding office in
the field of Olympic games and discussed further improvement
to the field of athletics and for potential Olympians and new
. aspirants who eagerly await participation in future Olympic
games. During this meeting, Mr Suresh Subramaniam thanked
the Commander of the Army for the support given to Olympic
Committee and Anmy sportsmen’s contribution to the national
and international sports.
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New Year Commencement
Marked at the
Auspicious Time

’!‘ w N K

Two grand functions organised marking the
commencement of the duties in the New Year 2022
under the patronage of General Shavendra Silva WWWV
EWP RSP V5V USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence
Staff and Commander of the Army at the Office of the
Chief of Defence Staff and Army Headquarters. Gift
parcels were delivered to the civil staff at the Office
of the Chief of Defence Staff by the Chief of Defence
Staff’ and Commander of the Army adding a colour to
the event.
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The Chief of Naval Staff of the Bangladesh
Navy, Admiral M. Shaheen Igbal on a
goodwill visit, paid courtesies to General
Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV
USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence
Staff, Commander of the Army and Head
of the Green Agriculture Operation Centre
(GAOC) on 19 January 2022 at Army
Headquarters.

He was offered a red-carpet welcome,
amidst fluttering Sri Lanka Armmy flags
following the military formalities.

During the cordial meeting Chiefof Defence
Staff and Commander of the Army shared
views on cumrent maritime issues, general
matters of concern to both organisations
and global dimensions related to naval
industry.

Further he expressed his deep appreciation
for the support extended to Sri Lankan
armed forces as a true neighbour in the
region.
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29" Anniversary of the Military
Intelligence Corps

The 29* Anniversary Celebration of
Military Intelligence Corps (MIC) and
remembrance of its of fallen War Heroes
got underway on 21 January 2022 at the
Military Intellipence Corps Headquarters
in Karandeniva, Ambalangoda.

The solemn and dignified ceremony was
headed by General Shavendra Silva WWW
EWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief
of Defence Staff and Commander of the
Army at the mvitation of Major General
T S Sallay RWP RSP USP ndc psc Colonel
Commandant Military Intelligence Corps
and the Chief Guest was warmly welcomed
with a Guard Turnout at the entrance.

The Chief Guest virtually addressed
more than 300 Officers and Other Ranks
representing all the Battalions of MIC.

Afterwards, Chief Guest joined an
inspection four across the HQ premises
where new construction works were
underway. He also shared his thoughts
with Engineer troops at the work and
joined the *‘Monument Parade’ at the MIC
War Heroes” monument in the compound
and appreciated the memorable service
rendered by Heroes for the Nation.
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Army Commander Visited Kilinochchi
Bringing the Good Hopes for the New Year 2022

General Shavendra Silva WWV
RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc
MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and
Commander of the Ammy visited
Kilinochchi, Mullaitiva and North
on 29 December 2021 in order to
make the customary address to
the troops on account of the year's
end festive season and shared few
thoughts for the New Year.

Ranks and appreciated the meticulous efforts of community relief roles played by the troops for the welfare
of those deserving section of the region including infrastructure development projects, housing projects,
scholarships, financial donations renovation/reconstruction of religious places, sports facilities, public
services,

Also, he appreciated the dedication of all Ranks to emerge the Sri Lanka Army as the professional Army
protecting the Mational Security and the role played by the Officers and the Other Ranks significantly to
save drug addicts. Major General D G S Senerathyapa RWP RSP ndu Commander Security Forces (Jaffna),
Major General H P Ranasinghe RWP RSP ndc Commander 1 Corps of Sri Lanka Army, Major General W A
5 S Wanasinghe RSP USP ndu Commander Security Forces (Mullaitivu), Commander Northem Naval Area,
Commanding Officer Palali Army Camp, Senior Officers and Officers were associated with the Commander’s
itinerary in Mullaitivu.
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First Group of Women Soldiers, Bound
for Lebanon's UNFIL Presented Salute to
Army Chief at SLLI Regimental HQ

The Passing out Parade of the 13" Force Protection
Company (FPC), bound for the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), together with
women soldiers of the Sri Lanka Army Women's
Corps (SLAWC) presented the customary salute
to the head of the organisation, General Shavendra
Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil
Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army
on 30 January 2022 during a formal arrangement,
held at the Sri Lanka Light Infantry Regimental
Headquarters (RHQ -SLLI) at Panagoda.

Lebanon-bound Sri Lanka’s Force Protection Unit
(SLFFU) contingent is comprised of 10 Officers and
115 Other Ranks of Sri Lanka Light Infantry (SLLI),
Sri Lanka Engineers (SLE), Sri Lanka Signal Corps
(SLSC), Mechanized Infantry Regiment (MIR),
Commando Regiment (CR), Special Forces (SF).
Corps of Engineer Services (CES), Sri Lanka
Ammy Service Corps (SLASC), Sri Lanka Army
Medical Corps (SLAMC), Sri Lanka Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers (SLEME), Sri Lanka Army
Ordnance Corps (SLAOC), Sri Lanka Corps of
Military Police (SLCMP), Sri Lanka Army Women's
Corps (SLAWC) and Sri Lanka Ammy General
Service Corps (SLAGSC).

Major General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu
Chief of Staff, Major General T J Kodithuwakku
RWP RSP ndu, Deputy Chief of Staff, Principal Staff
Officers, Directors, SLLI Senior Officers, Officers,
Other Ranks and a representative gathering of
invitees joined the occasion.
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Memories of a Courtesy Meetings

HE the Ambassador of Japan to Sri Lanka Mr Hideaki Mizukoshi
on the eve of the celebration of the 70® Anniversary of the
establishmentof diplomatic relations between Sri Lankaand Japan
paid a courtesy call on General Shavendra Silva WWV EWP RSP
VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of
the Army and Head of the Green Agriculture Operations Centre
at the Army Headquarters in Sri Jayawardenepura on 26 January
2022.

During cordial interactions the both parties shared the mutual
understanding and values over the past seventy years and spoke
highly of significance and common aspirations.

Commander of the Army gratefully recalled Japan’s medical
support to the Armed Forces by way of gifting ambulances,
medical stocks and other relief packs during difficult times as a
true friend of the country.

The newly-appointed Counsellor (Defence) to the High
Commission of Sri Lanka in Canberra, Australia, Captain (G) S
P Kathriarachchi of the Sri Lanka Navy paid a courtesy call on
General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc
MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army on 28
January 2022 at the Army Headquarters in Sri Jayawardenepura.

As the first serving military officer in the history to have
held the appointment of Ambassador and Deputy Permanent
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations in New York
and as the first Sri Lankan to serve the United Nations High-
Level Advisory Panel on Peacekeeping Missions of the then
UN Secretary General, briefed new counsellor for Canberra on
the nature of duties he would have to perform during his tenure.
Towards the end of the brief interaction, Chief of Defence
Staff and Commander of the Army extended best wishes and
compliments to the new counsellor for Canberra and assured him
the best of cooperation.

The outgoing Defence Adviser at the British High Commission
in Sri Lanka, Colonel David Alfred Ashman, together with his
incoming counterpart, Colonel P J Clayton paid a courtesy call on
General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP ESP VSV USP ndc psc
MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army at the
Army Headquarters on 09 December 2021,

Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army appreciated
the outgoing Defence Adviser’'s cooperation and understanding
in relation to bilateral assignments. At the same time, incoming
counterpart, Colonel P J Clayton was introduced and assured the
same support in future. Chief of Defence Staff and Commander
of the Army culminated the cordial meet, awarding a special
memento to the outgoing Officer of the High Commission wishing
him good luck with his future endeavours.
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Army Commander Observed the Ongoing
Development Projects at Diyatalawa

[ =i = "ﬂ"‘" = = e — S—_—

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWF RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of
the Anmy who was in Diyatalawa to attended the award ceremony of the Inter Regiment Combat Firing Meet-2021
inspected a couple of ongoing development and beautification projects in the garrison complex on 29 January
2022,

Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army arrived the 1 Gemunu Watch Training School premises where
recruit training sessions were conducted and closely inquired into facilities and requirements of the trainees. Also,
he observed the construction and renovation projects in the 7 Sri Lanka Signal Corps (SLSC) camp and 17 Corps
of Engineer Services (CES) camp before he visited the renovation work of the proposed Officers' accommodation
complex near Diyatalawa railway station. He closely watched ongoing projects and gave necessary directions to
Commanding Officers in charge of those sites and enquired the assurances of the eco-friendly concerns without
hindering any of the picturesque landscape views and natural surroundings. The visits were joined by Major
General M K 5 Silva RWP EWP ndu Commander Security Forces (Central), Commanding Officers of 7 SLSC
and 17 CES, and several Senior Officers.

Command
Brig Panduka Perera’s Family

Brigadier K F A Perera RSP Commander, 563 Infaniry Brigade of the Security
Force Headquarters (Wanni) passed away on 31 December 2021 while receiving
treatment for post- recovery medical complications of the COVID-19 virus at the
Infectious Disease Hospital at Mulleriyawa.

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP V5V USP nde psc MPhil Chief
of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army paid his respect to the senior
infantryman by laying a floral wreath and saluting the remains. Further the Chief
of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army interacted with the bereaved family
during his stay expressing deep sorrow on Brigadier Panduka Perera’s untimely
death and assured them all possible assistance for their future well-being.

| RANRVIRUWA JANUARY 2022
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ASVU President Awarded
Incentives to CSD Students

The annual distribution of school accessories
to boost the education of sons and daughters of
Civil Security Department (CSD) personnel, of
both serving and dead while on duty took place
at Battaramulla *Suburupaya’ complex on 20
January 2022.

Mrs Sujeewa Nelson, the President, Army Seva
Vanitha Unit (ASVU) at the invitation of both
Major General Ranjan Lamahewage (Rtd),
Director General, C5D and Mrs Upendra
Lamahewage, Chairperson, CSD Seva Vanitha
Unit graced the awarding ceremony as the
Chief Guest. Laptops were awarded to the
students who have received
admission to universities.

The ceremony, rich with
colourful  entertaining
features, attended
by Chaupersons of
Sri Lanka Navy and
Air Force Seva
Vanitha

Units.
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Viru Kekulu’ Kids at Diyatalawa Hold
Art Competition and Exhibition

An art competition and exhibition at the Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU) managed ‘Viru Kekulu’
pre-school in Diyatalawa was held on 19 December 2021. The drawings of the children of 08 pre
schools located in Diyatalawa area (Albaddiya Pre School, Janananda Pre School, Samoopa Pre School,
Tharaka Pre School, Sri Vijaya Pre School, Dhammananda Pre School, Navodya Pre School and Sri
Sumangala Pre School) participated in the competition.

Major General M K S Silva EWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces (Central), ASVU’s senior
members and the official in charge of the pre-school Mrs Saritha Lankathilake took the lead in
organising the event on behalf of the mtorial staff, children and their parents under the supervision of
the Chairperson of the Unit. Mrs Sujeewa Nelson, the President of the Anmy Seva Vanitha Unit graced
the event as the Chief Guest.

JANUARY 2022
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Series of Programmes in line with the MIC
Anniversary

The Military Intelligence Corps
Seva WVanitha Unit (MIC-SVU),
coincident with the 29™ Anniversary
commemoration of the MIC and its
memorial ceremony in memory
of fallen War Heroes, had its own
parallel Seva Vanitha programme
on 21 January 2022 at the School
of Military Intelligence inside the
MIC Regimental HQ premises at
Karandeniya, Ambalangoda. In
line with the occasion an awareness
programme on the MIC-SVU was
organised by Mrs Manori Salley
Chairperson, MIC-SVU inviting
Mrs Sujeewa Nelson, the President,
Amy Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU)
as the Chief Guest of the event.

After an  introduction, a
documentary on the brief history
of the MIC as well as the projects
that have been completed and
an assortment of the MIC Seva
Vanitha Unit-produced mementos,
oil varieties and cinnamon-based
products that were saleable on
display. Members of the MIC SVU
participated in the event.
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Stock of PPE Gifted to Army Chief Delivered to
Army Hospital for Distribution

A consignment of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) personally gifted to General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP
RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army by Mr Senaka Senevirathne in
United States of America was scheduled to deliver in all districts. The stock of the PPE, inclusive of masks, face
shields, surgical kits, gowns, gloves, packed in 812 boxes symbolically handed over to Brigadier A M C Aththanayake
USP Director at the Colombo Army Hospital by Mrs Sujeewa Nelson, the President Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU)
on 03 January 2022 at the hospital premises. Brigadier P A C Femaando USP and Officers participated in the event.

Celebrating the Dawn of the New Year 2022

Charm ceremony with a tea party was
organised to mark the beginning of the New
Year 2022 at the Army Seva Vanitha Unit on
03 January 2022.

Brigadier T S Balasooruya (Coordinating)
Army Seva Vanitha Unit together with
Officers, Other Ranks and Staff participated in
the event. Mrs Sujeewa Nelson, the President
Army Seva Vanitha Unit graced the event as
the Chief Guest. During the charm event the
Chief Guest delivered gift parcels to Other
Fanks and Staff of the Unit.

JANUARY 2022 21



22

Christmas Treat for Mulleriyawa Patients

The Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU) held its annual Christmas treat for patients in the ASVU-managed
Ward 5 of the National Institute of Mental Health ward on 25 December 2021 under the guidance of Mrs
Sujeewa Nelson, the President Army Seva Vanitha Unit.

The annual Christmas treat of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit was this time conducted under the fullest supervision
of Mrs Sujeewa Nelson, the President Army Seva Vanitha Unit under the guidance of Mrs Nethma Padma
Kumara Director Mulleriyawa Transit House. The mid-day meals were provided for the indoor patients of the
Mulleriyawa Transit House during the event.

Brigadier T S Balasuriya (Coordinating), Army Seva Vanitha Unit together with Officers and Other Ranks
participated in the event.

ASVU-Organised Three-day Workshop
Evaluated Welfare Measures

The Army Seva Vanitha Unit { ASVU)organised a
three-day (15-17 December 202 1) long workshop
for Lady Officers, teachers and woman soldiers
of the "Viru Kekulu' pre-schools at the ASVU pre-
school in Panagoda Army Cantonment under the
supervision of the Chairperson of the SL Army
Seva Vanitha Unit.

Brigadier T S Balasuriya the Chief Coordinating
Officer of Army Seva Vanitha Unit. attended the
inaugural occasion, representing the Chairperson
ofthe Army Seva Vanitha Unit. The in it instructors
of Javasekara Management Institute (IMC)
participated in and the lectures and trainings were
obtained from various institutes.

-
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ASVU Refurbished Pre-School Residential Quarters Opened

Completely renovated and refurbished residential
quarters of woman soldiers, serving in the “Viru
Kekulu’ pre-school at Panagoda Army Cantonment
in Panagoda were vested in the staff on 13 December
2021 during a simple ceremony.

The project was launched under the supervision of
the President of Army Seva Vanitha Unit (ASVU),
Mrs Sujeewa Nelson with the support of 1 Corps
of Engineer Services Regiment troops and ASVU
sponsorship as a solution to their accommodation
issues.

Stafl’ Officer 1 of the Army Seva Vanitha Unit,
together with the staff at “Vim Kekulu® and the
Beauty Care Saloon in the Army Cantonment,
Panagoda participated in the event.

Sri Lanka Armored Corps Seva Vanitha Branch

A programme of distributing school items, tab
computers, medical equipment to encourage the higher
studies of the students who excelled the Ordinary Level
and Advanced Level in the year 2019 took place at
Rockhouse on 04 January 2022,

Mrs Harshanee Bothota the Chairperson of Sri Lanka
Armored Corps Seva Vanitha Branch Major General
B D 5 N Bothota RWP RSP USP psc Colonel of the
Sri Lanka Armored Corps graced the event as Chief
Guests.

Sri Lanka Engineers Seva Vanitha Branch

eemmnn
.

Mrs Mihiri Herath assumed office as the 14®
Chairperson of the Corps of Sri Lanka Engineers
Seva Vanitha Branch (SLE-SVU) during a simple
ceremony, held at the Headquarters Corps of Sri
Lanka Engineers on 29 December 2021.

On her arrival at the Corps Headquarters, the new
chairperson was warmly welcomed by the senior
members of the SLE-S5VU. The programme was
held strictly in compliance with COVID-19 health
guidelines.

JANUARY 2022

23



24

The Sri Lanka Signal Corps Seva Vanitha Branch

The Sri Lanka Signal Corps Seva Vanitha Branch
(SLSC-SVU) in another welfare gesture donated a
wheelchair and a pair of crutches to a differently
abled War Hero 5/281553 Corporal Weerapriya
K H D of the 7 Sri Lanka Signal Corps who is
handicapped by a terrorist attack.

The donation was made under the close supervision
of Mrs Sajeewani Peiris Chairperson, the Sri Lanka
Signal Corps Seva Vanitha Branch. Members of
the Sr1 Lanka Signal Corps Seva Vanitha Branch
participated in the event. Mr Amila Yapa and Mr
Zubury Hussain extended the financial donation
for the charity.

Sri Lanka Light Infantry Seva Vanitha Branch

The Army Seva Vanitha Branch (ASVU), presided by Mrs Sujeewa Nelson in cooperation with the Sri Lanka Light
Infantry Seva Vanitha Unit (SLLI-SVU) as one more welfare project constructed a new house to a physically-
handicapped War Hero and warmed it on 12 January 2022 during a simple ceremony.

— M 1he sponsorship for the new house was provided by Mrs
~ =

As per the concept of Mrs Geetha Athukorala the
Chairperson of Gemunu Watch Regiment Seva
WVanitha Branch. school items including exercise
books were distubuted among 61 students of
underprivileged civil servants in respect of the
year 2022 on 30 December 2021 at the District
Secretariat, Galle. Senior Officers and perents of
the benificiries particpated in the event.
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C Gunathilake and Mrs Shiromala Kodithuwakku the
President SLLI-SVU afier the pathetic situation of the
disabled War Hero - Warrant Officer 1 SLLI resident in
Udugama, Galle bought in to the concern.

The house-wanming ceremony was held at Udugama with
the particpation of Mrs Shiromala Kodithuwakku the
Chairperson, SLLI-SVU and Commandant of Sri Lanka
Light Infantry School. Several Officers and Seva Vanitha
members were presented the occasion.




Military Intelligence Corps Seva Vanitha Branch

Upon the instructions of the President,
Corps of Engineer Services Seva
Vanitha Branch, a shramadana campaign
was launched at the Regency deaf and
blind school at Anurashapura with the
participation of 9 (V) Sri Lanka Comps
of Engineers. Gift parcels and mid-
day meals were distributed among the
inmates in line with the event.

Members of Military Intelligence Seva Vanitha
Branch together with Mrs Monori Salley the
Presidnt of Military Intelligence Corps Seva
Vanitha Branch organised monthly alms giving
programme to Warusawithana Elders Home
al No. 3/2 Thalagaswita Road, Polwatta,
Ambalangoda on 05 December 2022, All the
three meals of the day provided to the inmates
of the Elders® home. Members of the Military
Intelligence Corps Seva Vanitha Branch
participated in the charity event.

Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps Seva Vanitha Branch
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Christmas Carols Messalina was organised at the Sri
Lanka Army Hospital, Narahenpita on 23 December 202 1.
The event took place under the patronage of the Medical
Specialist, Dr Mrs Nilmini Fernando the President of the Sri
Lanka Army Medical Corps Seva Vanitha Branch together
with the Colonel of the Regiment.

The facilities were arranged to entertain this joyful event for
the indoor residents at the hospital. Short drama and an eye
catching dance was staged during the event and the gifts were
delivered to patients participated in the event of entertaining.
The event took place with the participation of the members
of the Sri Lanka Army Medical Corps Seva Vanitha Branch.
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Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
Seva Vanitha Branch

The Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
Seva Vanitha Unit (SLEME-SVU) to coincide with
the SLEME’s 72* Anniversary gave away school
accessories value of Rs 2.2 million to 2739 school
children of the soldiers and civil staff on 09 December
2021 at the SLEME Regimental HQ. The event took
place with the intention to boost the education of the
children following the deep rooted welfare wadition
of the Branch. During the event 05 students who
gained the university admission were also received the

scholarships until their university education terminates.

The event was graced by the Colonel Commandant, the Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. The
Chairperson, SLEME-SVU with senior members of the Seva Vanitha Unit, Senior Officers, Officers, Other

Ranks and Civil Staff attended the occasion.

Sri Lanka Corps of Military Police Seva Vanitha Branch
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The annual book donation programme for 176 school
children of serving civil employees of SriLanka Corps
of Military Police (SLCMP), patronised by the Seva
Vanitha Branch of the Sri Lanka Corps of Military
Police got underway at the Regimental Centre on 27
December 2021.

During the event 10 students were gifted school bags,
exercise books and Buddha statues. The event was
launched under the patronage of Inoka Ilangakoon
Chairperson, SLCMP Seva Vanitha Unit, together with
the participation of a few senior Seva Vanitha members.

Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps
Seva Vanitha Branch

The juice bar installed at the Four Wings Beauty
Saloon at Habarakada was declared open on
06 January 2022 by the Chairperson of the Sri
Lanka Army General Service Corps Seva Vanitha
Branch. The construction was taken place under
the instructions of the Chairperson of the Sri Lanka
Army General Service Corps Seva Vanitha Branch
with the fullest supervision and contribution of 2
(V) Sri Lanka Army General Service Corps.
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The Warrior Revived
Periyathampane

Abesinghe Mudiyanselage Anura was bom to Mrs
Wickramasinghe  Premawathie and  Abesinghe
Munasinghe lived at EKamburugamuwa village in
Thalaramba, Gomkawatta in Matara District at the
Medawalakada Rural Hospital on 30 October 1968. The
newbom baby had a sister called Ranjani.

Asreached totheage oflearning, the young Anuraentered
to Sri Indrasara Maha Vidayalaya at Kamburugamuwa.
He became one of the leading students soon after the
entrance due to his outstanding  sports skills. He was _
a skilled player in hand balling. However, there was 8§/362939 Sgt Anura AM
nobody to identify the sports skills of the young lad. e
Soon after he left the school, he joined the Sri Lanka PWV RSP
Army and bore the family burden while engaging in
the every community work in the village as a growing
vouth.

Sri Lanka Sinha Regiment

He joined Sri Lanka Army as a recruit on 25 December
1996 and completed his preliminary military training
from Sri Lanka Ordnance Corps under the Course No
20. Aftermath, he was attached to 08 Battalion of Sri
Lanka Sinha Regiment on 06 July 1997 and promoted to
the Rank of Lance Corporal owing to his discipline and
promoted the Rank of C. urpcral after 4 years due to his
jﬁpepﬂﬂlml talents.
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Sergeant Anura
however did not want

a withdrawal and he
marched forward with

his team to reach the
water reservoiur. Bullets
came from the side of
enemy unexpectedly
taking his life off. He fell
in the ground. Standing
again himself being

an example, Anura
encouraged the team

to move forward with
the firm persistence
highlighting that withou
completing the mission
he shall not terminate
the task entrusted

JANUARY 2022

Corporal Anura Kumara was able to win the hearts
of the friendly mates and seniors and Officers
and was a key figure in extracurricular activities
as well as the duty. Aftermath he selected for the
United Natins Peacekeeping Missions in the Hiti
in 2003. Also due to the exceptional gallantry
exhibited in the battlefield he was awarded
Ranashura Padakkama, East Humanitarian Medal,
North Humanitarian Medal, Poornabhomi Medal,
MNorth East Battle Medal, 50 the Independence
Swarna Jayanthi Medal and Minustah Medal of
UN Peacekeeping Missions. He also joined the
re-established 7 Battalion of Sri Lanka Sinha
Regiment.

This was the time where LTTE had began to launch
its brutal illicit activities braking the promise they
kept before world leaders depriving the right to
water by closing the Mahavilaru Dam in 2006
paying the way to the 4 Elam War. At the tume three
small groups consist of 3 members were deployed
as a step to strengthen the security at the area of
Periyathamapane by the Commanding Officer D
Group of 7 Battalion SLSR under command to 572
Infantry Brigade of 57 Infantry Division in 2007.
Anura was also among the team of the operation.
He was sent from the security circle to gather
information of enemy in the area.

The team was able to inspect the area carefully
escaping from the booby traps, land mines and the
attacks made by the LTTE and gathered adequate
information to plan an operation. Next morning
at 0500 hrs, the team consisted of Anura left the
camp to launch the operation as planned. They all
reached to the enemy place removing all the traps
carefully. The unexpected clash occurred with
enemy during their journey risking their lives.

Sergeant Anura however did not want a withdrawal
and he marched forward with his team to reach
the water reservoiur. Bullets came from the side
of enemy unexpectedly taking his life off. He
fell in the ground. Standing again himself being
an example, Anura encouraged the team to move
forward with the firm persistence highlighting
that without completing the mission he shall not
terminate the task entrusted.

Extracted form
"Uththamachara” published by
Sri Lanka Army Headguarters.
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31 Expecting Mothers Received Nutrient Packages

"

To coincide with the 31" Anniversary, the 7 Gajaba Regiment (GR) Headquartered in Jaffna under command
to the 522 Infantry Brigade, gifted nutrient packages to 31 expecting mothers selected from Kodikamwum
area under the patronage of Major General D G S Senerathyapa RWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces
(Jaffna) on 22 December 2021. The charity event took place under the fullest supervision and guidance
of Lieutenant Colonel W S I Femando RWP Commanding Officer 7 Gajaba Regiment. The sponsorship
for the valuable packages were extended by the Officers and the Other Ranks of the 7 Gajaba Regiment
(GR) Headquarters. Senior Officers including General Officer Commanding 52 Infantry Division, Brigade
Commander, 522 Infantry Brigade participated in the event.

Two - Day Workshop to Educate the
Jaffna Commanding Officers

All the 31 Commanding Officers serving under the Security Force Headquarters (Jafina) participated in a
specially-designed Commanding Officers' Training workshop on 'Command Responsibilities', organised by
Staff Officers at the Security Force Headquarters (Jaffna) during 30-31 December 2021, adhering to COVID-19
health guidelines. The workshop was organised on the instructions of the Major General D G § Senerathyapa
RWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna) in order to impant knowledge and share practical
experiences among all Commanding Officers covering most vital topics such as Command Responsibilities and
Responsibilities of Commanders, Social Media and its Impact on Military Operations, Commanding Officers’,
Responsibility towards Training, Ant of Working with People, Officers', Career Progression, Operational
Process, 'Sri Lanka Army Way Forward Strategy 2020 - 2025, Action Plan of Battalions and Case Studies on
Command Responsibilities. General Officer Commanding of 51, 52 and 55 Infantry Divisions, Commander
Forward Maintenance Area (North), Brigade Commanders and other Senior Officers also witnessed the

workshop virtually.
INNRVIRUWA JANUARY 2022
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