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The second largest hemispherical Stupa in the counfry,
‘Sanda Hiru Seya’ which was erected as a monumental
tribute fo fallen and handicapped War Heroes who made
a valuable sacrifice to the Nation and to commemorate the
end of the 30 years war with the manpower of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Police and Civil Security Department
was consecrated and offered to the custodianship of the
“Sasana’ and the Maha Sangha in a dignified ceremony
on full moon poya day (18 November 2021), graced
by the hierarchy of the Maha Sangha, His Excellency
Gotabaya Rajapaksa the President of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the Commander-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces, Honourable Prime Minister,
Ministers, Deputy Ministers, Secretary, Ministry of
Defence along with his spouse, Chief of Defence Staff
and Commander of the Army and his spouse, Navy and
Air Force Commanders, Inspector General of Police,
Director General, Civil Security Department, widows and
children of fallen War Heroes, permanently injured War
Heroes and a huge gathering of devotees.

The 282ft high huge monumental hemispherical pagoda
of this magnitude with a circumference of 801ft began
its erection soon after the former President Honourable
Mahinda Rajapaksa unified the country in May 2009
after eliminating the 30 year long terrorism at a time the
incumbent President Gotabaya Rajapaksa was serving as
the Secretary at the Ministry of Defence.

Ever since its cornerstone was laid, majority of Army
personnel as prime movers with members of the Navy, Air
Force and Civil Security Department personnel, paying
the highest reverence to the project sweated day and night
to erect this mammoth pagoda with the generous support
of all tri service personnel and devotees from all corners
of the world.

In the most recent past, General Kamal Gunaratna (Rtd)
WWV RWP RSP USP ndc psc MPhil, Secretary, Ministry
of Defence on the directions of the HE the President was
instrumental in bringing the entire project to a resounding
StCCeSSs.

The landmark inaugural ceremony that heralds a new
epoch in the revival of Buddhist legacy in the country
commenced after the arrival of HE the President, First
Lady, Honourable Prime Minister and his spouse at the
venue.

Secretary Ministry of Defence and Mrs Gunaratne, Chief
of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army, and Mrs
Sujeewa Nelson Presdient Army Seva Vanitha Unit
Navy Commander, Air Force Commander, Inspector
General of Police and the Director General Civil Security
Department after a warm welcome ushered the President
and the Prime Minister fo unveil the plaque, related to the
ceremonial inauguration of the project.
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Maiden Alms-Giving Offered Maha Sangha at Sandahiru
Pagoda

A mammoth alms-giving to members of the Maha Sangha (Shathadika Sangagatha Dakshinawa) that coincides with the
ceremonial unveiling of the “Sanda Hiru Seya’ Stupa and the completion of two years of Presidency got underway on
19 November 2021 at new “Sanda Hiru Seya’ Vihara compound.

His Excellency the President Gotabaya Rajapaksa as the Chief Guest joined the religious observances and alms-giving to
the monks together with First Lady Mrs Ioma Rajapaksa, Honourable Minister, Chamal Rajapaksa, Secretary Ministry
of Defence and his spouse, Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army and his spouse with the other dignitaries.
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A special “Gilanpasa’ cum “Aashirvada Pooja’ at the sacred Ruwanweli Maha Seya in Anuradhapura was held on 19
November 2021 evening to mark the successful completion of His Excellency the President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s
second year of Presidency and for the prosperity of the Nation amidst the blessings of Maha Nayake Theros (supreme
hierarchy) of noble Three Chapters.
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Sri Lanka’s lamlmark NDG for ‘W‘s:lnm FI‘IISI]BI‘IW ﬂﬂSIlIBIIGB
Gifted to the Nation

The state-of-the-art National Defence College (NDC)
which is popular in the island as the intellectual think-
tank to share the wisdom of strategic decision-making
on national security matters among the Tri Forces,
Police and Executive Officers of the Public Service was
declared open following the auspicious hours amidst
the series of ceremonial formalities by His Excellency
Gotabaya Rajapaksa the President of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the Commander in
Chief of the Armed Forces at the invitation of Secretary,
Ministry of Defence and Secretary State Ministry of
National Security and Disaster Management, General
Kamal Gunaratna (Rtd) WWV RWP RSP USP ndc psc
MPhil and Major General Amal Karunasekara (Rtd) RWP
RSP VSV USP ndu psc Commandant, National Defence
College on 11 November 2021.

This high level educational establishment which was
temporally placed on “Mumtas Mahal” building which
belongs to the Ministry of Defence in Colombo 03
opened the doors for new era with this modification.
Secretary to the President, Principal Adviser to the
President, Secretary Ministry of Defence, Chief of
Defence Staff and Commander of the Army, Navy and
Air Force Commanders, Inspector General of Police,
Vice Chancellor of General Sir John Kotelawala Defence
University (KDU), Commandant of the National Defence
College together with invited diplomats graced the
event of magnitude. The official website of the National
Defence College (NDC) was also launched on the same
day.

The birth of the National Defence College (NDC) in
Sri Lanka marks a milestone in the annals of security
studies and fills a long-felt gap in grooming strategic
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leaders for both national security and strategic decision-
making processes since potential Senior Officers both
in the security and public sector were compelled to seek
curricula of foreign defence colleges for comprehension
of country-specific security narratives in the absence of
our own National Defence College, now a full-pledged
degree awarding institute to be on par with international
standards to suit its motto, “Wisdom.,Prosperity,
Resilience’.

High Commissioners of India and Bangladesh, Acting
High Commissioner of Pakistan, Ambassador for
People’s Republic of China, Defence Attaches of several
embassies and a group of university lecturers were also
associated with the event.
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Kuragala Temple's ‘Katina Cheevaraya Brought to Army
Headuguarters for VYeneration
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The first ever 'Katina Cheevara' offering ceremony (Puja) of archaeologically unique Pooragala Raja Maha Vihara,
more popularly known as Kuragala Cave Temple, in Kaltota, Balangoda was renovated and re-vested in the 'Sasana’
(doctrine of Buddhism) was held on 07 November 2021. General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc
MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the Army and Head of the National Operation Centre for Prevention of
COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO) together with Mrs Sujeewa Nelson President, Army Seva Vanitha Unit and Chairman
Army Buddhist Association, Major General D G S Senarathyapa RWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces (West)
participated in the glorious religious event which took place with the participation of 200 Buddhist monks amidst the
colourful procession for offerings of devotees.

The total facelift and the complete renovation of this prehistoric archaeological reserve as a Buddhist place of
reconciliation and harmony, harnessing the support of non-Buddhist residents in adjacent areas, was made possible due
to manpower, technical and engineering expertise provided by the Army, consequent to an invitation, made by Venerable
Waturakumbure Dhammaratana Thero incumbent for both Kuragala monastery temple and Nelligala Intemational
Buddhist Centre to Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the Army and Head of the National Operation Centre for
Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO) about an year ago.
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Prior to the commencement of the main ceremonies at Kuragala, the sacred *Katina Cheevaraya’ was brought to the Sri
Jayawardenepura Army Headquarters on 04 October 2021 evening in a colourful procession for offerings and veneration.
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Commander of the Army Distributed 50 Tonnes of Organic

Mamlre aimnony laﬂna Farmers
*ﬁagg o s

Strengthening the Organic
Manure Production Process of Sri
Lanka Army which was launched
inline with the Presidential
Mandate of “Vistas of Prosperity
and Splendor”, 50 tonnes of
Organic Manure produced by
Security Forces (Jaffna) was
distributed among 30 farmers on
03 November 2021.

General Shavendra Silva WWV
RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc
MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and
Commander of the Army and
Head of the National Operation
Centre for Prevention of
COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO)
graced the event at the invitation of
Major General T J Kodithuwakku
RWP RSP ndu Commander,
Security Forces (Jaffna). The
event was taken place at Army
farm, in Palaly. Senior Officers
of the Directorate of Agriculture
and Livestock participated in the
event.

This was the first time where the
organic manure was distributed
among Jaffna farmers in large
scale. Mega compost processing
site established at the Army Farm
was also declared open by the
Chief Guest of the event.
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‘Poppy’ Flower Pinned on the Army Commander on
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On the very day the international community marks the World Poppy Day (November 11) that recollects memories of
world-wide fallen War Heroes, inclusive of those perished in World Wars, the Sri Lanka Ex-Servicemen’s Association,
met General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the
Army and Head of the National Operation Centre for Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO) on 11 November
2021 at Sri Jayawardenepura Army Headquarters.

Chairman of the Sri Lanka Ex-Servicemen’s Association (SLESA), symbolically pinned a Poppy flower on the Chief of
Defence Staff and Commander of the Army. The word ‘Poppy’ has become a familiar symbol of ‘Remembrance Day’
with the famous poem, ‘In Flanders Field’. Those ‘Poppies’ as legends say, blossomed across some of the battlefields
of Flanders after the World War 1. Their brilliant red colour since then has been regarded the appropriate symbol for the
blood spilled in Word Wars 1 and II. The income earned by selling the Poppy flowers in Sri Lanka is used for the welfare
of retired and disabled war veterans.
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The new kitchen complex of the Army Headquarters (AHQ), established in the nearby 14 Corps of Engineer Services
(CES) camp was inaugurated by General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence
Staft, Commander of the Ammy and Head of the National Operation Centre for Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak
(NOCPCO) on 09 November 2021 at the invitation of Brigadier HP I Perera WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc Mphil,
Commanding Officer, Army Headquarters Battalion. The newly opened kitchen is equipped with modern equipment
and utensils and has the capacity for cooking meals for 5,000 personnel at a time. Also it is equipped with modern cool
boxes, refrigerators, boilers, coconut scrapers, grinders, blenders, ovens, etc. The task was brought to completion by
troops of the 14 Corps of Engineer Services using their manpower, rich with technical and engineering skills.
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New Ohstacle Crossing Filed at Maduruoya Special Force
Training School Declared Open

The obstacle crossing filed at Special Force Training School premises at Maduruoya was declared open by General
Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army on 21
November 2021.

This obstacle crossing filed improves endurance, quick readiness, and instant decision-making ability of the soldiers of
the Special Force while improving the ability to face new challenges.

Sri Lanka’s Former Ambassador in Korea Donates Gancer
Detection Equipment

The former Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the Republic of
Korea, His Excellency, Dr A Saj. U. Mendis symbolically
donated a set of Cancer Detection and Treatment
Equipment for distribution among most wanted hospitals
on 05 November 2021.

The equipment were gifted to General Shavendra Silva
WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of
Defence Staff, Commander of the Army and Head of the
National Operation Centre for Prevention of COVID-19
Outbreak (NOCPCO). Accepting the equipment Chief of
Defence Staff and Commander of the Army thanked the
International Interchange Development Association of the
Republic of Korea for the generosity extended towards
the people of Sri Lanka.
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Celehrating the 90" Armed Forces Day of Bangladesh

The 50" Anniversary of Bangladesh Armed Forces was held at the Shrangila Hotel on 21 November 202 1. Secretary to
the Ministry of Defence, Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army, Commander of the Navy, Commander
of the Air Force together with the dignitaries including diplomats, President of Army Seva Vanitha Unit, Officers of the
Bangladesh High Commission graced the event with their prestegious participation.

Bangladesh Armed Forces Day is celebrated in every year on 21 November in a ceremonial manner. The 50% Anniversary
was fallen in this year and it was held under the patronage of the Bangladesh High Commissioner Tareq Md Ariful Islam.

3" Booster Dose against GOVID-19 Began from Golomho
Army Hospital

-

The national vaccination drive, spearheaded by members of the Armed Forces as recommended by the Ministry of
Health, commenced one more progressive phase on 01 November 2021 by providing the 3" dose or the booster dose to
frontline health workers including Tri-Service men, Policemen, health and tourism sector personnel and other selected
frontliners.

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the Army
and Head of the National Operation Centre for Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO) participated in the
inauguration of the project that took place at the Colombo Army Hospital.
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Commander Witnessed the New Innovations of GDRD

The Centre for Defence Research and Development (CDRD) institute which is in operation under the State Ministry
of National Security and Disaster Management making great strides in the search for new innovations for development
of both military and civilian technologies, handed over successfully completed 15 of their projects to the Ministry of
Defence, Tri-Services and the Wildlife Conservation Department during a brief ceremony at the Centre for Defence
Research and Development Headquarters at Panagoda on 8 November 2021.

At the invitation of Major General K R P Rowel (Rtd) RWP VSV USP ndu psc USACGSC Director General, Centre for
Defence Research and Development the Secretary Defence, General Kamal Gunaratne (Rtd) WWV RWP RSP USP ndc
psc MPhil, General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of
the Army and Head of the National Operation Centre for Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO), Chiefs of Staff
of the Navy and Air Force graced the event.

Military-related innovative products, comprised of the Drone Jammer Development project, Land Acquisition and
Vesting Information Management System, Food Procurement Management System, Document Management System,
MoU Management System, production of Digital Mobile Radio, Tracking Device for Special Operations (prototype),
Smart Target System for Jungle Lane Firing, BTR Simulator, Mortar Simulator, B-vehicle simulator and the High-Tech
Soldier Project were symbolically vested to the relevant authorities.

Also a unique and exclusively-produced Electronic Prosthetic Limb that can be used by handicapped War Heroes, a
Hand-held Device to repel wild elephants that can be used by the Department of Wildlife Conservation, and a special
officers” database for National Cadet Corps were among other innovated products.
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commandet Arrived in Jaffna to Inaugurate National and
social Development Projects

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the Army
and Head of the National Operation Centre for Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO) at the invitation of the
Security Force Headquarters (Jaffna) arrived in Jaffna on 03 November 2021 in order to inaugurate a string of mega
projects of national and social importance and soldiers’ welfare.

During his visit Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army inaugurated the new office complex and the
Officers’ Mess of the 7 Sri Lanka Army Women’s Corps (SLAWC) Regiment, housed in Palaly. Aftermath he unveiled
plaques and warmed both new buildings together with the Commander Security Force (Jaffna) and the Commanding
Officer of the 7 SLAWC amidst religious blessings. The new office complex and the Officers’ Mess remained a long-felt
need of the 7 SLAWC after the Battalion was moved to this new location as per directions of the Commander Security
Force (Jaffna).
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91Division Planted 800 Coconut Sapli
Army Farm

The 51 Infantry Division Headquarters of the Security Force Headquarters (Jaffna) in parallel with the national drive
for island-wide cultivation of 4 million coconut saplings threw its full weight behind the project by inaugurating the
planting of 800 coconut saplings in 12 acre patch of land inside the Palaly Army Farm on 03 November 202 1.

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the Army
and Head of the National Operation Centre for Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO) who was on visit to
Jaffna symbolically planted the first sapling in the presence of Major General T J Kodithuwakku RWP RSP ndu
Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna), General Officer Commanding, 51 Infantry Division and several Senior Officers.
50 dry ration packs and a stock of coconut and palmyrah saplings were given away to a selected group of 50 Jaffna
civilians by the Chief Guest.

23 Abandoned Vehicles

In Jafina Made Motorahle
Again
Providing greater mobility facilities for 24-hour
alert troops, causing no extra costs for state coffers,
the Army’s Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers (SLEME) ftroops after overhaul, repair
and overall refurbishment enabled a fleet of 25
abandoned vehicles in Jaffna motorable again on 3

November 2021 after replacing all necessary spare
parts as per directions of the Army Headquarters.

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the Army
and Head of the National Operation Centre for Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO) as Chief Guest of the
event, symbolically distributed the refurbished fleet, inclusive of 10 buses, 5 trucks, 3 Unicorn buffels, 5 motorbikes, 1
tractor and 1 cab among selected Divisions, Brigades and Units in the Jaffna peninsula.

The project got to a start a couple of months ago after Major General T J Kodithuwakku RWP RSP ndu Commander,
Security Forces (Jaffna) inspected the 4 Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical Engineers central workshop in the Jaffna
peninsula where on the spot instructions were given to the workshop troops to make those idling vehicles motorable
again as soon as possible with minimum possible costs. Major General T J Kodithuwakku RWP RSP ndu Commander,
Security Forces (Jaffna) Commander, Forward Maintenance Area (North), General Officers Commanding, Brigade
Commanders, Commanding Officer and Senior Officers in the 4 Sri Lanka Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
(SLEME) and Jaffna peninsula attended the occasion.
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Commander Warmed a New Home Built for Uduvil Family
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General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander of the Army
and Head of the National Operation Centre for Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO) warmed a house to a

widowed family in Uduvil, Jaffna during his visit to Jaffna on 3 November 2021 amid the Hindu religious rites and
rituals.

The project, sponsored by the Church of the American Ceylon Mission in Jaffna was made a reality by 9 Sri Lanka Light
Infantry (SLLI) Regiment troops who volunteered with their manpower, technical and engineering expertise. During the
ceremony. several gift parcels were also handed over to the beneficiary including dry ration packets and household items.
Major General T J Kodithuwakku RWP RSP ndu Commander, Security Forces (Jaffna), General Officer Commanding,
51 Infantry Division and other Senior Officers were associated with the inangural warming ceremony.

Private Gompany Gifted Best Quality Face Masks to Armed
Forces

=

Representatives of Esquel Sri Lanka Limited,
an exporter of Cotton, Yarn, Fabric, Shirts,
Accessories, etc, awarded a stock of exclusively-
manmufactured cotton face masks to the General
Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc
psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff, Commander
of the Army and Head of the National Operation
Centre for Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak
(NOCPCO) in appreciation of the preventive
tasks, being performed by armed forces against
COVID-19 epidemic on 23 November 2021.

Ms Rasika Amarakoon, acting General Manager,
Ms R U A Mendis, Mr N S D Kramaru and Mr
M R Junkeer representing the donor company,
Esquel Sri Lanka Limited participated in the
event.
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SLTE 2021 Awarding Geremony Invited Army Ghief as Guest of
Honour

“Sri Lanka Tourism Expo (SLTE) 2021" at Beira Lake and Ocean Avenue in One Galle Face complex culminated in an
impressive awarding ceremony on 21 November 2021 evening where General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV
USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff Commander of the Army and Head of the National Operation Centre for
Prevention of COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO), has been invited as Guest of Honour.

Exhibition stalls of ‘Laya’ Chain of Hotels, owned by the Army and Sri Lanka Army Catering Battalion drew the
attention of the visitors to the location as they went on showing their talents in live-cooking competitions, cocktail and
mocktail competitions, dress the cake competition and cake structure competition and won several Silver and Bronze
medals.

During the same ceremony, Brigadier ] LT K Hewa RWP RSP Chief Executive Officer at ‘Laya’ Safari at Palatupana,
Hambantota was awarded an appreciative memento by the University of Colombo, Alumni Association of Tourism
Economics and Hospitality Management (ATEHM) in recognition of his confribution to the hospitality industry as
a guiding leader in the past 6 years as well as his academic inputs to the International Tourism Leaders’ Summit and
Tourism Research Conference, launched by Tourism Study Programme of the Department of Economics at Faculty of
Arts, University of Colombo.
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