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~DISCIPLINE.:

Last week I'was returning from
Divatalawa after some official wark
ar SIMA. As it was a Friday, I did
not go te Colombe for my work

bur instead decided to come home
to spend the weekend ar Marara,

miy hrowne town, I rook the route via
Wellawava as it is the shoriest and
the most familiar route to me. By the
time I was elosing ro Wellawaya,
saformnately my vehicle had an
engine trouble. Luckily there was a
garage nearby and after inspecting
the vehicle, the mechanic ar the
garage told me that it might take
abour 2 re3 hours to rectify te
trouble. Then I decided ro use public
transport fo cover the resr af the
Jouwrney and directed my driver and
assistant soldier to ger it rectified
and report to Matara camp.

Wellawava bus stand was 5o
crovwded with weekend travellers and
other passengers. [ had to remain in
the guene for few mimites waiting
Jor a bus. Then an already crowded
buxs came from Moneragala and
stopped at the halt. With the arrival
of the bus, the bus halr rurned 1o a
pandemonivm with people shonting
and grappling. I managed ro resis
and gor mte the bus hardly finding a
space to keep my feet while my body
was subjected to bending. pressing,
hanging and leaning 1o mainain

ey equilibriton among the standing
crowd amounting o the double tie
passengers who were seared. In

a few minntes, bus staried plying
towards Matara along the harsh and

dansry Wellawava - Marara Road.

I started my journey eursing the
entire fransport system in the
couniry while inlhaling rhe swnell :J_,I"
varions kinds of perfimes mixed
with swear and spirics emanated
Sfrom the passengers packed in

the bus. Suddenly I noticed one
passenger sitting in the sear beside
me gazed at me with a_ﬁi{-mﬁ_l.'
simnile and seemed to be wanting io
talk to me. I reciprocated him with
a smile reving ro recollecr him. But
nothing came to my mind abour
Iim. Suddeniy he gestured me thar
he wanted to offer Itz sear to me,

I was elated and flopped down on
the sear thanking him with a broad
sitile. I thought e was abour o
ger down. Bur unril the bus reached
Hambantora, he did not get down
from the bus. Then I assumed that
he iz a kind hearted and considerate
gentleman who wanted to share
hiz seat, So I requested him 1o ke
his urn. Nevertheless, he politely
denied the request.

By the time the bus reached
Dikwella, many passengers had
got down from the bus allowing
this gentleman to sit next to me.
Though [ was bit sleepv, [ had a
strong urge to talk to this large
hearred gentleman. I asked him why
he offered me his sear despire he
had to travel the entire jouwrmey. In
reply, he asked me, “Sir, are you
from the forces™? While telling him
“Yes" with my rank and name, [

quiestioned him wiether fie knows
me. With somne respeciful tone le
said that lte is a refired soldier

and never warked with me or knew
me. Bur with my feamres he had
guessed thar I am a military officer.
Further lie went on 1o say "Sir, how
can I sir comfortably witen one of
our officers is fravelling sranding
uncomforialbly?” I felt proud and
henoured for this retired disciplined
soldier.

O reaching the bus to Matara bus
srand both of us got dovwn from the
buts. While walking with him out

af the buz halt I noriced thar this
ex-soldier is imping. When I'asked
haim wity he was limping. he simply
said that he is an amputee. [was
shocked and asked him indignantly,
why lte offered me ltis sear despire
his disabiliry. He simply laughed and
sard © #os =0 cocons H0oos 22 30
DTeD@ cda Bezded s sb.” [ par
on his back gently and said goodbye
to lim. While wairing for the car

to pick me to be raken home ar the
seaside in front of the bus swand, I
it @ cigarete with contended mood
thinking that “How lucky I am 1o

be an officer of such a disciplined
army fortified with disciplined and
considerarte soldiers” thanking my
destiny ence again for making we a
military officer.

I_'_-

Maj Gen Keerthi Kottawatta
LB Director HR & HL - AHQ
S . @ Die of Psy Ops (Over Looking)
','I,_;cﬂﬁf
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- Itis nice to + Verb (Infinitive) + Object + Rest.
gl def B o + BUB(@ARHI0)+ BDedmd + odid,
2 e w08, Suo g opud + Suoes + 8 +
&5,

Ex/cea -

1. It is nice to meet you.
a8 Jd miEed o 8O o
B3 wE8E8 sl

2. It is nice to hear about vour family.
30 U i o Sali S50 bl o BE.
Gl vfiec Budnd cimm B8 el

3. It is nice to meet her in the party.
ol U »Bd o 80 o gud ¢ oo,
eoeed® o nEBE smo

4. It is nice to associate you.
a8 gtf ;B o senilBedd o
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. It is mice to

- Verb :- S oce Swmzed 2iBon SSet?
infinitive S ogeed et mbsn B goo.

= Object - =8 ogon Soeus ol odm
Sl pima B AR CRD EUESIN S Bum
2b »8 o ol oo ecs Dmvecd dndin, 3n0En
efcaSs emadd wiflms eb.

= Rest :- ofibs Sxvnect mbime, Sl obSa
a Bezax BEeEEE euf mpo pobm o eb =B
Aty g58n et Dmoend a0 lm ab.

It is nice to + Verb (Infinitive) + Object + Rest.

50 S »id o + VB EARSIE)N BDed=d + adeid.
o g oEeld, 4o gme optiE « Booten + S +
eS80,

It is nice to meet you.
g0 8 mid ¢ B85 o,
83 0888 wnte
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