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The Sr1 Lanka Military Academy (SLMA) at Diyatalawa wore ceremonial garbs and adorned the shoulders of 316 more
brave sons and daughters of the country with insignia of the President’s Commission when they proudly passed out in
a glittering spectacle after completion of their military training amidst greetings and best wishes of the highest security
arsenal of the island, His Excellency Gotabaya Rajapaksa the President of Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
Commnader- in-Chief of the Armed Forces on 19 December 2021.

The day’s itinerary for the 96™ Passing Out Parade (POP) commenced with the arrival of the Chief Guest His Excellency
Gotabaya Rajapaksa. Officer and Lady Officer Cadets of Regular Intake 89, 89 B, 90 and Volunteer Officer Cadet
Course 60 Volunteer Lady Officer Cadet Intake 17 passed out in the presence of the Head of State as the Chief Guest
and was dignified by the presence of the top brass of the country's security apparatus.

General Kamal Gunaratne WWV RWP RSP USP ndc psc Mphil, Secretary, Ministry of Defence, Mrs Chithrani
Gunaratne, Chairperson of the Seva Vanitha Unit of the Ministry of Defence, Mrs Sujeewa Nelson, the President, Army
Seva Vanitha Unit, Chief of Defence Staff, Deputy Chief of Defence Staff, Senior Officers, Other Ranks and the parents
of the passed out Cadets participated in the event.
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Commission

of the heroic
sons and
daughters of
the Nation who
shoulder the
responsibility
of the
Protection

of the Nation
added an
extreme pride
to the Sri
Lanka Military
Academy
(SLMA). They
opened a hew
chapter in the
Sri Lanka Army
history as the
future leaders
of the skilled
Army who

had defeated
the thirty yeary,
extended War.
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nrmv l:nmmamler Adorned Enauletles of New llﬂicers WIIII
Rank Insignias

Soon after the passing out of the Officer Cadets, pipping ceremony where the new Officers’ rank emblems are pinned on
to their shoulder epaulettes got underway under the patronage of the General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV
USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army at the Sino-Lanka Friendship auditorium.

Highlighting the importance Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army emphasised the transformation of a
civilian into an Army Officer as a true leader who has the best confidence to stand alone as decision-makers and guiding
leaders who could direct his subordinates in the right direction as full-pledged leaders in order to reach desired national
and organisational goals.

"You are judged by the quality and equality of your actions and the integrity of your intent since the country require

your dedicated commitment more than ever. You must possess a broad heart to listen fo requirements of others with
high degree of patience and compassion and display utmost confidence in yourself to stand alone, being capable fo
absorb any pressures as you climb up your professional ladder”

- General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army
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DSGSC at Sapugaskanda Graduated 145 More Officers
Including Foreign Officers

A total of 145 Officers, comprised of Army (76), Navy (25), Air Force (26), three Officers from Bangladesh, two Officers
from Nepal, three Officers from Pakistan, four Officers from Saudi Arabia and an Officer each from India. Indonesia,
Maldives, Rwanda, Senegal and USA who followed the Passed Staff College (psc) Course No: 15 at the Defence
Services Command and Staff College (DSCSC) at Sapugaskanda, the highest seat of military learning for middle-grade
tri-service Officers received their graduation in a glittering ceremony at Nelum Pokuna theatre on 10 December 2021.

General Kamal Gunaratna (Rtd) WWV RWP RSP USP ndc psc MPhil Secretary, Ministry of Defence and State Ministry
of National Security and Disaster Management graced the graduation ceremony as the Chief Guest, together with
invitees, including Heads of Diplomatic Missions, Major General H L V M Liyanage RWP RSP ndu Chief of Staff
of the Sri Lanka Army, representing General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of
Defence Staff and Commander of the Army, Commanders of the Navy and Air Force, Director General, Ministry of
Finance, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Defence Vice Chancellor, Kotelawala Defence University, DSCSC Officers
and former Commandants, Tri-Service Officers at the invitation of the DSCSC Commandant, Major General ITH M N
N Herath RSP USP psc and members of the Board of Management.
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The 32° General Convocation of Sir John Kotelawala Defence University (KDU) was take place on 09 December 2021
with the participation of His Excellency Gotabaya Rajapaksa the President of the Decmoratic Socialist Republic of Sri

Lanka, Commander- in-Chief of the Armed Forces amidst the colorful events.

One PhD Graduand, 227 Master’s Graduands and Postgraduate Diploma holders from the Faculty of Graduate
Studies.and 1180 Bachelor’s Degree holders from different faculties of KDU were among the 1408 graduands who

received parchments at this year’s convocation
The General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University was established in 1981 to meet the educational needs of the
Officers of the three Armed Forces. It was elevated into a fully-fledged University in 2007 at the time HE Gotabaya

Rajapaksa was the Defence Secretary. In 2012, civilian students were granted the opportunity to study at the KDU.
At present, members of the three Armed Forces, local and foreign students can pursue doctoral, postgraduate and

postgraduate diploma courses at the University.
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General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University was established by the Parliamentary Act No 68 of 1981 and
subsequently elevated to University status by the amendment Act No 27 of 1988, empowering to award Bachelors’ and
Postgraduate degrees in Defence Studies. It is also a member of the Association of Commonwealth Universities (United
Kingdom) and maintains necessary standards for educating and grooming Officer Cadets to meet the challenges of
modern defence management.

Minister Keheliva Rambukwella, Ambassadors and High Commissioners, Defence Secretary and Secretaries of other
ministries, Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Sri Lanka Army, Commander of Navy and Commander
of Air Force, the Inspector General of Police, Director-General of the Civil Defence Force and other heads of the
security sector, Chancellor of General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University, Vice Chancellor, Mrs Sujeewa Nelson
the President, Army Seva Vanitha Unit and the members of the academic and non-academic staff were also present.
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SLA’s Dazzling ‘Golours
Night' at Nelum Pokuna
Recognised Gunners’
sports Gains

The year's much-awaited glittering spectacle
*Colours Night” awarding ceremony of the
Sri Lanka Artillery (SLA) Regiment, staged
at Nelum Pokuna Theatre, Colombo with the
participation of gunners who excelled in sports
in the most recent past on 12 December 2021.

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP
VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence
Staff and Commander of the Army graced the
event, at the invitation of Major General K N
S Kotuwegoda ndc IG, Colonel Commandant,
Sri Lanka Artillery and Deputy Chief of Staff
(DCOS) in the dazzling spectacle inspiring all
the achievers.
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The SLA, having produced a
fine assortment of sportsmen
and women to the Army
throughout the past vyears
took pride in appreciating the
commitments of both retired and
serving sportsmen during this
ceremony after rewarding them
with mementos and certificates.

Major General K N S
Kotuwegoda ndc IG Colonel
Commandant, Sri Lanka
Artillery and Deputy Chief
of Staff (DCOS) presented an
appreciative memento fto the
Chief of Defense Staff and
Commander of the Army prior
to the departure. Mrs Sujeewa
Nelson the President Sri Lanka
Army Seva Vanitha Unit,
Mrs Shamini Kotuwegoda,
the President, Sri Lanka
Artilery Seva Vanitha Unit also
participated in the event.
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UNMISS Bound First Army Group Left for South Sudan
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The first group of the 8% Army
contingent of the Sri Lanka Army
Medical Corps (SLAMC), bound for the
United Nations Peace-Keeping Mission
in South Sudan’s Level-2 Hospital
(UNMISS) to serve the SRIMED
Hospital left for South Sudan on 29
December 2021 amidst greetings of
General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP
RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief
of Defense Staff and Commander of
the Army who showed up at the airport
despite his day's hectic schedules.

This first group comprised of 11
Officers and 22 Other Ranks before
their boarding formalities offered the
honour to the Chief of Defense Staff
and Commander of the Army at the
airport. Chief of Defense Staff and
Commander of the Army extended his
best of luck and reminded them of the
importance of maintaining the highest
level of discipline while serving and
their commitment to the role and tasks
in South Sudan.

The 8% South Sudan bound is
consisting of Army personnel including
4 Consultant Surgeons including
Brigadier K G K H Wijewardana RSP
USP and 13 Medical Officers under the
commandership by Lieutenant Colonel
N M Niflar USP.
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Sri Lanka's GDS Gondoled Late General Bipin Rawat's Family
Members

The military funeral of late Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) of India General Bipin Rawat and his spouse Mrs Madhulika
Rawat took place on 10 December 2021 with full military honours at Brar Crematorium in Dhaula Quan, New Delhi,
amidst Ministerial delegates, Foreign Diplomats, both foreign and local high ranking military dignitaries, Indian
government administrators, Chiefs of the Army, Navy and Air Force Staff of the Indian Armed Forces, Senior Tri
Service Officers, Family Members and a vast gathering of mourners.

-

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of
the Army laid a floral wreath and saluted the remains and personally extended his condolences and handed a special
message of condolences to daughters of bereaved family.
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Logisticians at ASL Provided with Much-Needed Residential
Facilities

Three- storeyed accommodation complex, ‘Clappen View’ for Army School of Logistics (ASL) trainees was declared
open by General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander
of the Army on 27 November 2021 fulfilling a long standing requirement of the school.

The Trincomalee based Army School of Logistics (ASL) that fulfills much-needed administrative functions of the
counftry’s biggest work forces and grooms logisticians with best and most appealing practices of logistics planning and
management. Brigadier J A R S K Jayasekara USP psc Commandant Army School of Logistics, Major General C D
Weerasuriva RWP RSP ndu Commander Security Forces (East), Major General T M Abeyratne RSP Lsc Commander
Forward Maintenance Area (East) and few Senior Officers also joined the inaugural opening.

Legendary “Etipola” Family Saga Revived inside the Historic

LT,

The new one-storied ‘Etipola Holiday Bunglow’ with four comfortable rooms, erected inside the 2 (Volunteer) Gajaba
Regiment (GR) camp premises at Trincomalee Fort Fredrick in an eye-catching setting was vested for the troops on 27
November 2021 by General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and
Commander of the Army who was in Trincomalee attending several military events.

Fort Fredrick, also known as Fort of Trincomalee, built by the Portuguese in 1624 believed to have been erected on the
debris of the world-famous ancient Hindu Koneswaram temple (Temple of a Thousand Pillars) at the same location.
Also Gokanna Temple and many Army Camps were also located inside the Fort Fredrick.

The construction of the facility was completed by the troops of Gajaba Regiment together with the technical and
engineering expertise provided by the troops of the Corps of Engineer Services (CES) inside this historic Fort where
remnants of the ancestral bungalow of the aristocratic “Etipola™ family remain to-date as archaeological ruins.
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Commandos to Erect New Office Gomplex at Regimental HQ,
Ganemulla
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Commando Regiment (CR) Regimental Headquarters, Ganemulla had General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP
VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defense Staff and Commander of the Army as the Chief Guest for the auspicious
cornerstone-laying for construction of its proposed new office complex in the HQ premises on 02 December 2021.

The Chief Guest of the event, Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army was warmly welcomed to the
Commando Regimental HQ at the entrance by Major General A K G K U Gnanarathne ndc psc Colonel of the Regiment
and General Officer Commanding (GOC) of the 14 Infantry Division together with Major General A K Samarasiri
RWP RSP USP psc General Officer Commanding (GOC) 65 Infantry Division, Brigadier A S P Silva RWP RSP Centre
Commandant Commando Regiment, and Brigadier VM N Hettiarachchi RWP RSP Commander Commando Infantry
Brigade for the cornerstone-laying ceremony.

Senior Officers, including, Commandants, Commanding Officers of Commando Regiments and Other Ranks witnessed
the brief event that got underway adhering to health guidelines.

Officer Gadets Receilved Leadership Guidelines from Their
Guiding Star

Officer Cadets of Intake 89, 89 (B), 90, 60 (Volunteer) and Lady Intake 17 (Volunteer), including three foreign Officers
(Zambia, Rwanda, Maldives) training at Sri Lanka Military Academy (SLMA), Diyatalawa as a special segment of their
training curriculum called on General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence
Staff and Commander of the Army on 25 November 2021 at the Army Headquarters.

Those Officer Cadets, including Lady Cadets met Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army as an essential
part for their preparation for the final presentation at the Sri Lanka Military Academy (SLMA) before commissioning

and they shared the views on the theme, ‘Rise
of Taliban in Afghanistan and its Spillover
Effects to South Asia Region’s Extremism
and Terrorism’. They were also insttumental
in gathering inputs from the Commander’s
practical approaches towards containing
the virus transmission in the country and
how he mobilised Armed Forces to sustain

the i1sland-wide control and the vaccination
drive.
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A military delegation led by Lieutenant General Yuri Mikhailovich Stavitsky, Chief of Engineering Troops of the Armed
Forces in the Russian Federation met General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of
Defense Staff and Commander of the Army on 25 Novemebr 2021 under the bilateral military cooperation programme.
The visiting delegations are intended to observe Sri Lanka Army’s humanitarian de-mining roles and to share advanced
technical guidance for acceleration of de-mining work.

During their 4-day long stay in Sri Lanka, the Russian delegation observed Army de-miners at work in Muhamalai
and Kadduwan areas in the North and the areas to be improved were made aware to the Chief of Defence Staff and
Commander of the Army by the Chief of Engineering Troops of the Armed Forces. Russian Embassy officials were also
associated with the itinerary of the delegation.

HE Mrs Rita Guliana Mannella, Ambassador of Italy for Sri Lanka and the Maldives paid a courtesy call on General
Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the Army at
the Army Headquarters on 07 November 2021.

The cordial meet touched on general matters of mutual interest, gestures of cooperation and understanding that prevail
between both Nations and HE Mrs Rita Giuliana Mannella, Ambassador of Italy for Sri Lanka and the Maldives
appreciated the preventive mechanism against the COVID-19 pandemic under National Operations Centre for Prevention
of COVID-19 Outbreak (NOCPCO).

14 DECEMBER 2021 = RANAVIRUWA




The Book - “The Gonflict that Eluded Peace” Presented to
Army Ghief

A copy of the recently-published “The Conflict that Eluded
Peace’, authored by the former Secretary of Defence and
17 Commander of the Army, General Shantha Kottegoda
(Rtd) was presented to General Shavendra Silva WWV
RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence
Staff and Commander of the Army on 01 Novemer 2021
at the Army Headquarters.

“The Conflict that Eluded Peace’, a comprehensive
masterpiece that recalls gallantry and bravery, associated
with true sons and daughters of the Armed Forces, Civil
Defence Force and Police during the 30-year long armed conflict launched by Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam intending
the division of the country, revives uncountable memories that led to the final win over terrorism in Sri Lanka.

General Shantha Kottegoda (Rtd), a veteran of the Sri Lanka Light Infantry (SLLI) Regiment and the author of the book
had included the commendable service rendered by the Sri Lankan Armed troops to save their motherland from LTTE
Terrorism bringing the peace to country. Also the book 1s included how a conflict of this magnitude culminated with
the military solution, instead of a political solution due to the uncompromising attitude of the terrorist hierarchy and
explicitly shares the lessons learnt from the Sri Lankan experience while combating terrorism.

General Shantha Kottegoda (Rtd), former Secretary Defence and the 17" Commander of the Army who had an illustrious
military career spanning more than 35 years undertook several diplomatic assignments after retirement representing Sri
Lanka in Brazil and Thailand before he was appointed the Secretary of Defence at the Ministry of Defence.

East Troops Processed 91,000 kys of Organic Fertiliser
Delivered for Distribution

Another consignment of 91,000 kgs of organic manure, — - “——— s SR
produced by troops serving under the Security Force P ¥ - .
Headquarters (East), in addition to previously manured
stocks handed over to government-owned ‘Lak Pohora’
Cevlon Fertilizer Company Ltd for onward distribution
among the farming community by General Shavendra
Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief
of Defence Staff and Commander of the Ammy on 27

November 2021. P e P " | & i
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All Battalions under island-wide Security Force establishments together with the Corps of Agriculture and Livestock
would continue to contribute to the project at their best. The stock, produced by the Security Force Headquarters (East)
under its Phase -2 of the Organic Fertliser Project was a result of the collective efforts of all formations under command
to the Security Force Headquarters (East) troops on the guidelines given by Major General C D Weerasuriya RWP RSP
ndu Commander, Security Forces (East).

The 1slandwide Security Force Headquarters had extended immense contribution for the Government Organic Fertilizer
Production drive as per the instructions given by the Commander of the Army to all formations and contributed nearly
25, 000 kgs chemicle free manure for the success of this National endeavour.
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To be compatible with the 21* century's dynamic changes to the national/international security environment in the
geopolitical spectrum and to groom Senior Officers, well versed in research on defence and security strategies with
scholars, Officer Career Development Centre (OCDC), destined to add a new chapter to the Army academia, transformed
on 17 December 2021 to be designated as the 'Army War College' which would produce skilled critical thinkers and
problem-solvers to match with worldwide standards.

General Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence Staff and Commander of the
Army founder of the realisation of the conversion to be in parallel with his "Way Forward Strategy 2020-2025' for the
Sri Lanka Army graced the event as the Chief Guest amidst the military formalities.

Official Website of the Ammy War College (https://alt.army.lk/awc/) was also launched on the same day by the
Chief Guest. Major General D B SN Bothota RWP RSP USP psc Commandant at Army War College and Colonel
Commandant of the Sri Lanka Armoured Corps joined with the senior Officers.

Commander Virtually Declared Open the New Officers’ Mess
for Gemunu Watch

Soon after the elevation of the Officer
Career Development Centre (OCDC) at
Buttala to Army War College, General
Shavendra Silva WWV RWP RSP VSV
USP ndc psc MPhil Chief of Defence
Staff and Commander of the Army
virtually declared open the new Officers’
Mess of the 18 Gemunu Watch (GW).

Chief of Defence Staff and Commander
of the Army at the invitation of Major
General PM L Chandrasiri RWP RSP ndu
Colonel of the Regiment, Gamunu Watch
and Commander Security Forces (East)
after viewing a full image of the new

Officers’ Mess complex via Zoom platform symbolically inaugurated the new building pressing a button.

Major General P A J Peiris ndu Chief Signal Officer and Colonel Commandant, Sri Lanka Signals Corps and Major
General D B S N Bothota RWP RSP USP psc Commandant at the Officer Career Development Centre and Colonel
Commandant, Sri Lanka Armoured Corps also attended the occasion.
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